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I speak advisedly when I say Mr. Davis prided
himself on his military capacity. He says so him-
self, virtually, in his answer to the notice of his
nomination to the Confederate presidency. Some of

his generals have said so in their writings since the

downfall of the Confederacy.

My recollection is that my first orders for the
battle of Chattanooga were as fought. Sherman was
to get on Missionary Ridge, as he did; Hooker
to cross the north end of Lookout Mountain, as
he did, sweep across Chattanooga Valley and get
across the south end of the ridge near Rossville,
When Hooker had secured that position the Army
of the Cumberland was to assault in the centre. Be-
fore Sherman arrived, however, the order was so
changed as that Hooker was directed to come to
Chattanooga by the north bank of the Tennessee
River. The waters in the river, owing to heavy
rains, rose so fast that the bridge at Brown’s Ferry
could not be maintained in a condition to be used in
crossing troops upon it. For this reason Hooker’s
orders were changed by telegraph back to what they
were originally.

NoTe.—From this point on this volume was written (with the exception
of the campaign in the Wilderness, which had been previously written)
by General Grant after his great illness in April, and the present arrange-
ment of the subject-matter was made by him between the roth and 18th of
July, 188s.

CHAPTER XLV.

THE RELIEF OF KNOXVILLE'—HEADQUARTERS MOVED
TO NASHVILLE — VISITING KNOXVILLE — CIPHER
DISPATCHES—WITHHOLDING ORDERS.

HATTANOOGA now being secure to the Na-
tional troops beyond any doubt, I immediately
turned my attention to relieving Knoxville, about the
situation of which the President, in particular, was
very anxious.  Prior to the battles, I had made prep-
arations for sending troops to the relief of Burnside
at the very earliest moment after securing Chatta-
nooga. We had there two little steamers which
had been built and fitted up from the remains of
old boats and put in condition to run. General
Thomas was directed to have one of these boats

loaded with rations and ammunition and move up
the Tennessee River to the mouth of the Holston,
keeping the boat all the time abreast of the troops.
General Granger, with the 4th corps reinforced to
make twenty thousand men, was to start the moment
Missionary Ridge was carried, and under no cir-
cumstances were the troops to return to their old




(]0) PERSONAL MEMOIRS OF U. S. GRANT.

camps. With the provisions carried, and the little
that could be got in the country, it was supposed
he could hold out until Longstreet was driven away,
after which event East Tennessee would furnish
abundance of food for Burnside’s army and his own
also.

While following the enemy on the 26th, and again
on the morning of the 27th, part of the time by the
road to Ringgold, I directed Thomas, verbally, not to
start Granger until he received further orders from
me ; advising him that I was going to the front to
more fully see the situation. I was not right sure
but that Bragg’s troops might be over their stam-
pede by the time they reached Dalton. In that case
Bragg might think it well to take the road back
to Cleveland, move thence towards Knoxville, and,
uniting with Longstreet, make a sudden dash upon
Burnside.

When I arrived at Ringgold, however, on the
27th, I saw that the retreat was most earnest. The
enemy had been throwing away guns, caissons and
small-arms, abandoning provisions, and, altogether,
seemed to be moving like a disorganized mob, with
the exception of Cleburne’s division, which was act-
ing as rear-guard to cover the retreat.

When Hooker moved from Rossville toward
Ringgold Palmer’s division took the road to Grays-
ville, and Sherman moved by the way of Chicka-
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mauga Station toward the same point. As soon as
I saw the situation at Ringgold I sent a staff offi-
cer back to Chattanooga to advise Thomas of the
condition of affairs, and direct him by my orders to
start Granger at once. Feeling now that the troops
were already on the march for the relief of Burn-
side I was in no hurry to get back, but stayed at
Ringgold through the day to prepare for the return
of our troops.

Ringgold is in a valley in the mountains, situated
between East Chickamauga Creek and Taylor’s
Ridge, and about twenty miles south-east from Chat-

_tanooga. I arrived just as the artillery that Hooker

had left behind at Chattanooga Creek got up. His
men were attacking Cleburne’s division, which had
taken a strong position in the adjacent hills so as
to cover the retreat of the Confederate army through
a narrow gorge which presents itself at that point.
Just beyond the gorge the valley is narrow, and the
creek so tortuous that it has to be crossed a great
many times in the course of the first mile. This
attack was unfortunate, and cost us some men un-
necessarily. Hooker captured, however, 3 pieces of
artillery and 230 prisoners, and 130 rebel dead were
left upon the field.

I directed General Hooker to collect the flour

and wheat in the neighboring mills for the use of
the troops, and then to destroy the mills and all
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other property that could be of use to the enemy,
but not to make any wanton destruction.

At this point Sherman came up, having reached
Graysville with his troops, where he found Palmer
had preceded him. Palmer had picked up many pris-
oners and much abandoned property on the route,
I went back in the evening to Graysville with Sher-
man, remained there over night and did not return
to Chattanooga until the following night, the 29th.
I then found that Thomas had not yet started
Granger, thus having lost a full day which I deemed
of so much importance in determining the fate of
Knoxville. Thomas and Granger were aware that
on the 23d of the month Burnside had telegraphed
that his supplies would last for ten or twelve days
and during that time he could hold out against
Longstreet, but if not relieved within the time in-
dicated he would be obliged to surrender or attempt
to retreat. To effect a retreat would have been an
impossibility. He was already very low in ammu-
nition, and with an army pursuing he would not
have been able to gather supplies.

Finding that Granger had not only not started
but was very reluctant to go, he having decided for
himself that it was a very bad move to make, I sent
word to General Sherman of the situation and di-
rected him to march to the relief of Knoxville. I
also gave him the problem that we had to solve—

THE RELIEF OF KNOXVILLE. 93

that Burnside had now but four to six days supplies
left, and that he must be relieved within that time,

Sherman, fortunately, had not started on his re-
turn from Graysville, having sent out detachments
on the railroad which runs from Dalton to Cleve-
land and Knoxville to thoroughly destroy that road,
and these troops had not yet returned to camp. I
was very loath to send Sherman, because his men
needed rest after their long march from Memphis
and hard fighting at Chattanooga. But I had be-
come satisfied that Burnside would not be rescued if
his relief depended upon General Granger's move-
ments. .

Sherman had left his camp on the north side of
the Tennessee River, near Chattanooga, on the night
of the 23d, the men having two days’ cooked ra-
tions in their haversacks. Expecting to be back in
their tents by that time and to be engaged in battle
while out, they took with them neither overcoats
nor blankets. The weather was already cold, and
at night they must have suffered more or less. The
two days’ rations had already lasted them five days ;
and they were now to go through a countfy which
had been run over so much by Confederate troops
that there was but little probability of finding much

food. They did, however, succeed in capturing some
flour. They also found a good deal of bran in some
of the mills, which the men made up into bread;
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and in this and other ways they eked out an exist-

ence until they could reach Knoxville,

I was so very anxious that Burnside should get
news of the steps being taken for his relief, and thus
induce him to hold out a little longer if it became
necessary, that I determined to send a message to
him. [ therefore sent a member of my staff, Col-
onel |. H. Wilson, to get into Knoxville if he could,
report to Burnside the situation fully, and give him all
the encouragement possible. Mr. Charles A, Dana
was at Chattanooga during the battle, and had been
there even before I assumed command. Mr. Dana
volunteered to accompany Colonel Wilson, and did
accompany him. [ put the information of what was
being done for the relief of Knoxville into writing,
and directed that in some way or other it must be
secretly managed so as to have a copy of this fall
into the hands of General Longstreet. They made
the trip safely; General Longstreet did learn of
Sherman’s coming in advance of his reaching there,
and Burnside was prepared to hold out even for a
longer time if it had been necessary.

Burnside had stretched a boom across the Hol-
ston River to catch scows and flats as they floated
down. On these, by previous arrangements with the
loyal people of East Tennessee, were placed flour
and corn, with forage and provisions generally, and
were thus secured for the use of the Union troops.
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They also drove cattle into Knoxville by the east
side, which was not covered by the enemy ; so that
when relief arrived Burnside had more provisions
on hand than when he had last reported.

Our total loss (not including Burnside’s) in all
these engagements amounted to 757 killed, 4,529
wounded and 330 missing. - We captured 6,142
prisoners—about 50 per cent. more than the enemy
reported for their total loss—40 pieces of artil-
lery, 69 artillery carriages and caissons and over
7,000 stands of small-arms. The enemy’s loss in
arms was probably much greater than here reported,
because we picked up a great many that were found
abandoned.

I had at Chattanooga, in round numbers, about
60,000 men. Bragg had about half this number, but
his position was supposed to be impregnable. It
was his own fault that he did not have more men
present. He had sent Longstreet away with his
corps swelled by reinforcements up to over twenty
thousand men, thus reducing his own force more
than one-third and depriving himself of the presence
of the ablest general of his command. He did this,
too, after our troops had opened a line of communi-
cation by way of Brown’s and Kelly’s ferries with
Bridgeport, thus securing full rations and supplies
of every kind; and also when he knew reinforce-
ments were coming to me. Knoxville was of no
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earthly use to him while Chattanooga was in our
hands. If he should capture Chattarooga, Knox-
ville with its garrison would have fallen into his
hands without a struggle. 'I have never been able
to see the wisdom of this move.

Then, too, after Sherman had arrived, and when
Bragg knew that he was on the north side of the
Tennessee River, he sent Buckner's division to re-
inforce Longstreet. He also started another di-
vision a day later, but our attack having commenced
before it reached Knoxville Bragg ordered it back.
It had got so far, however, that it could not return

to Chattanooga in time to be of service there. It

is possible this latter blunder may have been made
by Bragg having become confused as to what was
going on on our side. Sherman had, as already
stated, crossed to the north side of the Tennessee
River at Brown’s Ferry, in full view of Bragg’s
troops from Lookout Mountain, a few days before
the attack. They then disappeared behind foot
hills, and did not come to the view of the troops on
Missionary Ridge until they met their assault. Bragg
knew it was Sherman’s troops that had crossed, and,
they being so long out of view, may have supposed
‘that they had gone up the north bank of the Ten-
nessee River to the relief of Knoxville and that
Longstreet was therefore in danger. But the first
great blunder, detaching Longstreet, cannot be ac-
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counted for in any way I know of. If he had capt-
ured Chattanooga, East Tennessee would have
fallen without a struggle. It would have been a
victory for us to have got our army away from
Chattanooga safely. It was a manifold greater
victory to drive away the besieging army; a still
greater one to defeat that army in his chosen
ground and nearly annihilate it.

The probabilities are that our loss in killed was
the heavier, as we were the attacking party. The
enemy reported his loss in killed at 361 : but as’he
reported his missing at 4,146, while we held over
6,000 of them as prisoners, and there must have
been hundreds if not thousands who deserted, but
little reliance can be placed on this report. There
was certainly great dissatisfaction with Bragg on the
part of the soldiers for his harsh treatment of them,
and a disposition to get away if they could. Then,
too, Chattanooga, following in the same half year
with Gettysburg in the East and Vicksburg in the
West, there was much the same feeling in the South
at this time that there had been in the North the
fall and winter before. If the same license had
been allowed the people and press in the South that
was allowed in the North, Chattanooga would prob-
ably have been the last battle fought for the pres-
ervation of the Union.

General William F. Smith’s services in these bat-
Vor. 1m.—7y




