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was done on the 17th. But that night Hancock and
Wright were to make a night march back to their
old positions, and to make an assault at four o’clock
in the morning. Lee got troops back in time to
protect his old line, so the assault was unsuccessful.
On this day (18th) the news was almost as dis-
couraging to us as it had been two days before in
the rebel capital. As stated above, Hancock’s and
Wright's corps had made an unsuccessful assault.
News came that Sigel had been defeated at New
Market, badly, and was retreating down the valley.
Not two hours before, I had sent the inquiry to
Halleck whether Sigel could not get to Staunton
to stop supplies coming from there to Lee. I
asked at once that Sigel might be relieved, and
some one else put in his place. Hunter's name
was suggested, and I heartily approved. Further
news from Butler reported him driven from Drury’s
Bluff, but still in possession of the Petersburg
road. Banks had been defeated in Louisiana, re-
lieved, and Canby put in his place. This change
of commander was not on my suggestion. All this
news was very discouraging. All of it must have
been known by the enemy before it was by me. In
fact, the good news (for the enemy) must have been
known to him at the moment I thought he was in
despair, and his anguish had been already relieved
when we were enjoying his supposed discomfiture,
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But this was no time for repining. I immediately
gave orders for a movement by the left flank, on
towards Richmond, to commence on the night of
the 19th. I also asked Halleck to secure the co-
operation of the navy in changing our base of sup-
plies from Fredericksburg to Port Royal, on the
Rappahannock. :

Up to this time I had received no reinforcements,
except six thousand raw troops under Brigadier-
General Robert O. Tyler, just arrived. They had not
yet joined their command, Hancock’s corps, but were
on our right. This corps had been brought to the
rear of the centre, ready to move in any direction.
Lee, probably suspecting some move on my part, and
seeing our right entirely abandoned, moved Ewell's
corps about five o’clock in the afternoon, with Early’s
as a reserve, to attack us in that quarter. Tyler
had come up from Fredericksburg, and had‘been
halted on the road to the right of our line, near Kitch-
ing’s brigade of Warren’s corps. Tyler received
the attack with his raw troops, and they maintained
their position, until reinforced, in a manner worthy
of veterans.

Hancock was in a position to reinforce speedily,
and was the soldier to do it without waiting to make
dispositions. Birney was thrown to Tyler’s right and
Crawford to his left, with Gibbon as a reserve ; and
Ewell was whirled back speedily and with heavy loss.
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Warren had been ordered to get on Ewell’s flank
and in his rear, to cut him off from his intrench-
ments. But his efforts were so feeble that under
the cover of night Ewell got back with only the loss
of a few hundred prisoners, besides his killed and
wounded. The army being engaged until after dark,
I rescinded the order for the march by our left flank
that night.

As soon as it was discovered that the enemy were
coming out to attack, I naturally supposed they
would detach a force to destroy our trains. The
withdrawal of Hancock from the right uncovered
one road from Spottsylvania to Fredericksburg over
which trains drew our supplies. This was guarded
by a division of colored troops, commanded by Gen-
eral Ferrero, belonging to Burnside’s corps. Ferrero
was therefore promptly notified, and ordered to
throw his cavalry pickets out to the south and be
prepared to meet the enemy if he should come; if
he had to retreat to do so towards Fredericksburg.
The enemy did detach as expected, and captured
twenty-five or thirty wagons which, however, were
soon retaken.

In consequence of the disasters that had befallen
us in the past few days, Lee_ could be reinforced
largely, and I had no doubt he would be. Beaure-
gard had come up from the south with troops to
guard the Confederate capital when it was in dan-

REDUCING THE ARTILIERY,
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ger. Butler being driven back, most of the troops
could be sent to Lee. Hoke was no longer needed

in North Carolina ; and Sigel’s troops having gone
back to Cedar Creek, whipped,

many troops
be spared from the valley. x e

.The Wilderness and Spottsylvania battles con-
vinced me that we had more artillery than could ever
bfa brought into action at any one time. It occu-
ple.d n.mch of the road in marching, and taxed the
trains in bringing up forage. Artillery is very use-
ful when it can be brought into action, but it is a
very burdensome luxury where it cannot be used
Before leaving Spottsylvania, therefore, I sent baclé
tc') the defences of Washington over one hundred
plef:es of artillery, with the horses and caissons
This relieved the roads over which we were tc.'
march of more than two hundred six-horse teams, and
still left us more artillery than could be advan;age-
otfsly used. In fact, before reaching the James
River I again reduced the artillery with the army

largely.

I believed that, if one corps of the army was ex-
posed on the road to Richmond, and at a distance
from the main army, Lee would endeavor to attack
the exposed corps before reinforcements could come
up; in which case the main army could follow Lee
up and attack him before he had time to intrencil.

So I issued the following orders :
Vor. m.—i16
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NEear Sporrsyrvania C. H., VA, }
May 18, 1864.
MAJOR-GENERAL MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac.

Before daylight to-morrow morning I propose to draw }]ga:::zl:
and Burnside from the position they rj:sow h(-)‘:lid’ a::;iu]l:luihe ILll i
left of Wright. Wright and Burnside s :
:e: fvajr up as close to the enemy as they can get :lth(;uet nil g‘i;-]
eral engagement, or with a general eng.;agement if the e ; SKOUM
come out of their works to fight, and intrench. Hancoc -
march and take up a position as if in suppo,rt of th}cle tw;)ll 5
corps. To-morrow night, at twelve or one o’clock, ;3 W -
moved south-east with all his force and as much caval lry asf the.
-be given to him, to get as far towards Richmond.on the line o ¥
Fredericksburg Railroad as he can make, fighting the enemy :
whatevér force he can find him. If the enemy make a genera
move to meet this, they will be followed by the o.ther .thre'e cor}ss
of the army, and attacked, if possible, before time is given to
mt;i?:;le directions will at once be given for all trains and sur-

; = t.
plus artillery to conform to this movemen Fegw a0, oo

On the 20th, Lee showing no signs of coming 0111:
of his lines, orders were renewed for a left-flan

movement, to commence after night.

CHAPTER L1V,

MOVEMENT BY THE LEFT FLANK—BATTLE OF NORTH
ANNA—AN INCIDENT OF THE MARCH—MOVING ON
RICHMOND—SOUTH OF THE PAMUNKEY—FPOSITION

OF THE NATIONAL ARMY.

WE WEre now to operate in a different country
from any we had before seen in Virginia. The
roads were wide and good, and the country well cul-
tivated. No men were seen except those bearing
arms, even the black man having been sent away.
The country, however, was new to us, and we had
neither guides nor maps to tell us where the roads
were, or where they led to, Engineer and staff offi-
cers were put to the dangerous duty of supplying the
place of both maps and guides. By reconnoitring
they were enabled to locate the roads in the vicinity
of each army corps.  Our course was south, and we
took all roads leading in that direction which would
not separate the army too widely. -
Hancock who had the lead had marched easterly
to Guiney’s Station, on the Fredericksburg Railroad,
thence southerly to Bowling Green and Milford.

He was at Milford by the night of the 21st Here




