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hardships. I would propose, therefore, that hereafter, when no
‘battle is raging, either party be authorized to send to any point
between the pickets or skirmish lines, unarmed men bearing litters
to pick up their dead or wounded, without being fired upon by the
other party. Any other method, equally fair to both parties, you
may propose for meeting the end desired will be accepted by me.
U. S. GRANT,
Lieut.-General.

Lee replied that he feared such an arrangement
would lead to misunderstanding, and proposed that
in future, when either party wished to remove their
dead and wounded, a flag of truce be sent. I an-
swered this immediately by saying :

CoLp HARBOR, VA., June 6, 1864.
GENERAL R. E. LEE,

Commanding Army of N. Va.

“Your communication of yesterday's date is received. I will
send immediately, as you propose, to collect the dead and wounded
between the lines of the two armies, and will also instruct that you
be allowed to do the same. I propose that the time for doing this
be between the hours of 12 M. and 3 P.M. to-day. I will direct
all parties going out to bear a white flag, and not to attempt to go
beyond where we have dead or wounded, and not beyond or on

ground occupied by your troops.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieut.-General.

Lee’s response was that he could not consent to
the burial of the dead and removal of the wounded
in the way I proposed, but when either party desired
such permission it should be asked for by flag of
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truce ; and he had directed that any parties I may
have sent out, as mentioned in my letter, to be
turned back. I answered :

CoLp HARBOR, VA, June 6, .1864.

GENERAL R. E. LEE,
Commanding Army, N. Va,

The knowledge that wounded men are now suffering from want
of attention, between the two armies, compels me to ask a sus-
pension of hostilities for sufficient time to collect them in, say two
hours. Permit me to say that the hours you may fix upon for
this will be agreeable to me, and the same privilege will be ex-
tended to such parties as you may wish to send out on the same
duty without further application.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieut.-General.

Lee acceded to this; but delays in transmitting
the correspondence brought it to the 7th of June—
forty-eight hours after it commenced—before parties
were got out to collect the men left upon the field.
In the meantime all but two of the wounded had
died. And I wrote to Lee:

CoLp HARBOR, VA., June 7, 1864.

10.30 A.M.
GEN. R. E. LEg,

Commanding Army of N. Va.

I regret that your note of seven P.M. yesterday should have been
received at the nearest corps headquarters, to where it was de-
livered, after the hour which had been given for the removal of
the dead and wounded had expired ; 10.45 p.M. was the hour at
which it was received at corps headquarters, and between eleven
and twelve it reached my headquarters. As a consequence, it
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was not understood by the troops of this army that there was a
cessation of hostilities for the purpose of collecting the dead and
wounded, and none were collected. Two officers and six men
of the 8th and 2z5th North Carolina Regts., who were out in
search of the bodies of officers of their respective regiments, were
captured and brought into our lines, owing to this want of under-
standing. I regret this, but will state that as soon as I learned
the fact, I directed that they should not be held as prisoners,
but must be returned to their commands. These officers and
men having been carelessly brought through our lines to the rear,
I have not determined whether they will be sent back the way
they came, or whether they will be sent by some other route.

Regretting that all my efforts for alleviating the sufferings of
wounded men left upon the battle-field have been rendered nuga-
tory, I remain, &c.,

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

I have always regretted that the last assault at

Cold Harbor was ever made. I might say the same
thing of the assault of the 22d of May, 1863, at Vicks-
burg. At Cold Harbor no advantage whatever was
gained to compensate for the heavy loss we sustajned.
Indeed, the advantages other than those of relative
losses, were on the Confederate side. Before that,
the Army of Northern Virginia seemed to have
acquired a wholesome regard for the courage, endur-
ance, and soldierly qualities generally of the Army
of the Potomac. They no longer wanted to fight
them “one Confederate to five Yanks.” Indeed,
they seemed to have given up any idea of gaining
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any advantage of their antagonist in the open field.
They had come to much prefer breastworks in their
front to the Army of the Potomac. This charge
seemed to revive their hopes temporarily ; but it
was of short duration. The effect upon the Army
of the Potomac was the reverse, When we reached
the James River, however, all effects of the battle
of Cold Harbor seemed to have disappeared.

There was more justification for the assault at
Vicksburg. We were in a Southern climate, at
the beginning of the hot season. The Army of the
Tennessee had won five successive victories over the
garrison of Vicksburg in the three preceding weeks, -
They had driven a portion of that army from Port
Gibson with considerable loss, after having flanked
them out of their stronghold at Grand Gulf, They
had attacked another portion of the same army at
Raymond, more than fifty miles farther in the
interior of the State, and driven them back into
Jackson with great loss in killed, wounded, captured
and missing, besides loss of large and small arms :
they had captured the capital of the State of Mis-
sissippi, with a large amount of materials of war and
manufactures. Only a few days before, they had
beaten the enemy then penned up in the town first
at Champion’s Hill, next at Big Black River Bridge,
inflicting upon him a loss of fifteen thousand: or more
men (including those cut off from returning) besides
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large losses in arms and ammunition. The Army of
the Tennessee had come to believe that they could
beat their antagonist under any circumstances. There
was no telling how long a regular siege might last.
As I have stated, it was the beginning of the hot
season in a Southern climate. There was no telling
what the casualties might be among Northern troops
working and living in trenches, drinking surface
water filtered through rich vegetation, under a tropi-
cal sun. If Vicksburg could have been carried in
May, it would not only have saved the army the risk
it ran of a greater danger than from the bullets of
the enemy, but it would have given us a splendid
army, well equipped and officered, to operate else-
where with, These are reasons justifying the assault.
The only benefit we gained—and it was a slight one
for so great a sacrifice—was that the men worked
cheerfully in the trenches after that, being satisfied
with digging the enemy out. Had the assault not
been made, I have no doubt that the majority of
those engaged in the siege of Vicksburg would have
believed that had we assaulted it would have proven
successful, and would have saved life, health and
comfort.

CHAPTER: LVI.

LEFT FLANK MOVEMENT ACROSS THE CHICKAHOMINY
AND JAMES—GENERAL LEE—VISIT TO BUTLER—

THE MOVEMENT ON PETERSBURG—THE INVEST-
MENT OF PETERSBURG,

LEE’S position was now so near Richmond, and

the intervening swamps of the Chickahominy
so great an obstacle to the movement of troops in
the face of an enemy, that I determined to make my
next left flank move carry the Army of the Potomac
south of the James River.*® Preparations for this
were promptly commenced. The move was a haz
ardous one to make : the Chickahominy River, with
its marshy and heavily timbered approaches, had to
be crossed ; all the bridges over it east of Lee were
destroyed ; the enemy had a shorter line and better

roads to travel on to confront me in crossing ; more

*CorLp HARBor, June g, 1864.
MAJOR-GENERAL HALLECK, Chief of Staff of the Army,
Washington, D. C.

A full survey of all the ground satisfies me that it would
be impracticable to hold a line north-east of Richmond that
would protect the Fredericksburg Railroad to enable us to use
that road for supplying the army. To do so would give us a




