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City, started on the 15th leaving Wright in com-
mand. His army was then at Cedar Creek, some
twenty miles south of Winchester. The next morn-
ing while at Front Royal, Sheridan received a
dispatch from Wright, saying that a dispatch from
Longstreet to Early had been intercepted. It di-
rected the latter to be ready to move and to crush
Sheridan as soon as he, Longstreet, arrived. On
the receipt of this news Sheridan ordered the cav-
alry up the valley to join Wright.

On the 18th of October Early was ready to move,
and during the night succeeded in getting his troops
in the rear of our left flank, which fled precipitately
and in great confusion down.the valley, losing
eighteen pieces of artillery and a thousand or more
prisoners. The right under General Getty main-
tained a firm and steady front, falling back to Mid-
dletown where it took a position and made a stand.
The cavalry went to the rear, seized the roads lead-
ing to Winchester and held them for the use of
our troops in falling back, General Wright having
ordered a retreat back to that place.

Sheridan having left Washington on the 18th,
reached Winchester that night. The following
morning he started to join his command. He had
scarcely got out of town, when he met his men
returning in panic from the front and also heard
heavy firing to the south. He immediately ordered
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the cavalry at Winchester to be deployed across
the valley to stop the stragglers. Leaving mem-
bers of his staff to take care of Winchester and
the public property there, he set out with a small
escort directly for the scene of battle. As he met
the fugitives he ordered them to turn back; remind-
ing them that they were going the wrong way. His
presence soon restored confidence. Finding them-
selves worse frightened than hurt the men did halt
and turn back. Many of those who had run ten
miles got back in time to redeem their reputation
as gallant soldiers before night.

When Sheridan got to the front he found Getty
and Custer still holding their ground firmly between
the Confederates and our retreating troops. Every-
thing in the rear was now ordered up. Sheridan at
once proceeded to intrench his position; and he
awaited an assault from the enemy. This was made
with vigor, and was directed principally against
Emory’s corps, which had sustained the principal loss
in the first attack. By one o'clock the attack was
repulsed. Early was so badly damaged that he
seemed disinclined to make another attack, but went
to work to intrench himself with a view to holding
the position he had already gained. He thought,
no doubt, that Sheridan would be glad enough to
leave him unmolested ; but in this he was mistaken.

About the middle of the afternoon Sheridan
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advanced. He sent his cavalry by both flanks, and
they penetrated to the enemy’s rear. The contest
was close 1or a time, but at length the left of the
enemy broke, and disintegration along the whole
line soon followed. Early tried to rally his men, but

they were followed so closely that they had to give .

way very quickly every time they attempted to
make a stand. Our cavalry, hé.ving pushed on and
got in the rear of the Confederates, captured twenty-
four pieces of artillery, besides retaking what had
been lost in the morning.  This victory pretty much
closed the campaigning in the Valley of Virginia.
All the Confederate troops were sent back to
Richmond with the exception of one division of
infantry and a little cavalry. Wright's corps was
ordered back to the Army of the Potomac, and two
other divisions were withdrawn from the valley.
Early had lost more men in killed, wounded and
captured in the valley than Sheridan had com-
manded from first to last.

On more than one occasion in these engagements
General R. B. Hayes, who succeeded me as Presi-
dent of the United States, bore a very honorable
part. * His conduct on the field was marked by con-
spicuous gallantry as well as the display of qualities
of a higher order than that of mere personal daring.
This might well have been expected of one who
could write at the time he is said to have done so :
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“ Any officer fit for duty who at this crisis would
abandon his post to electioneer for a seat in Con-
gress, ought to be scalped.” Having entered the
army as a Major of Volunteers at the beginning of
the war, General Hayes attained by meritorious ser-
vice the rank of Brevet Major-General before its
close,

On the north side of the James River the enemy
attacked Kautz’s cavalry on the 7th of October, and
drove it back with heavy loss in killed, wounded
and prisoners, and the loss of all the artillery, This
was followed up by an attack on our intrenched in-
fantry line, but was repulsed with severe slaughter.
On the 13th a reconnoissance was sent out by Gen-
eral Butler, with a view to drive the enemy from
some new works he was constructing, which resulted
in heavy loss to us.

On the 24th I ordered General Meade to attempt
to get possession of the South Side Railroad, and
for that purposc *o advance on the 27th. The
attempt proved a failure, however, the most ad-
vanced of our troops not getting nearer than within
six miles of the point aimed for. Seeing the impos-
sibility of its accomplishment 1 ordered the troops
to withdraw, and they were all back in their former
positions the next day.

Butler, by my directions, also made a demonstra-
tion on the north side of the James River in order
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~ to support this move, by detaining there the Con-
federate troops who were on that side, He suc-
ceeded in this, but failed of further results by not
marching past- the enemy’s left before turning in
on the Darby road and by reason of simply com-
ing up against their lines in place.

This closed active operations around Richmond
for the winter. Of course there was frequent skir-
mishing between pickets, but no serious battle was
fought near either Petersburg or Richmond. It
would prolong this work to give a detailed ac-
count of all that took place from day to day around
Petersburg and at other parts of my command, and
it would not interest the general reader if given.
All these details can be found by the military student
in a series of books published by the Scribners,
Badeau’s history of my campaigns, and also in the
publications of the War Department, including both
the National and Confederate reports.

In the latter part of November General Hancock
was relieved from the command of the 2d corps by
the Secretary of War and ordered to Washington,
to organize and command a corps of veteran troops
to be designated the 1st corps. It was expected
that this would give him a large command to co-
operate with in the spring. It was my expecta-
tion, at the time, that in the final operations Han-
cock should move either up the valley, or else east
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of the Blue Ridge to Lynchburg; the idea being to
make the spring campaign the close of the war. 1
expected, with Sherman coming up from the South,
Meade south of Petersburg and around Richmond,
and Thomas’s command in Tennessee with depots
of supplies established in the eastern part of that
State, to move from the direction of Washington or
the valley towards Lynchburg. We would then
have Lee so surrounded that his supplies would be
cut off entirely, making it impossible for him to sup-
port his army.

General Humphreys, chief-of-staff of the Army
of the Potomac, was assigned to the command of
the 2d corps, to succeed Hancock.




