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were mingled together there for a time in such man-
ner that it was almost a question which one was
going to demand the surrender of the other. Soon,
however, the enemy broke and ran in every direc-
tion ; some six thousand prisoners, besides artillery
and small-arms in large quantities, falling into our
hands.  The flying troops were pursued in-‘different
directions, the cavalry and sth corps under Sheridan
pursuing the larger body which moved north-west.

This pursuit continued until about nine o’clock at
night, when Sheridan halted his troops, and knowing
the importance to him of the part of the enemy’s
line which had been captured, returned, sending the
5th corps across Hatcher’s Run to just south-west of
Petersburg, and facing them toward it. Merritt,
with the cavalry, stopped and bivouacked west of
Five Forks.

This was the condition which affairs were in on
the night of the 1st of April. I then issued orders
for an assault by Wright and Parke at four o’clock
on the morning of the 2d. I also ordered the 2d
corps, General Humphreys, and General Ord with
the Army of the James, on the left, to hold them-
selves in readiness to take any advantage that could
be taken from weakening in their front.

I notified Mr. Lincoln at City Point of the success
of the day; in fact I had reported to him during the
day and evening as I got news, because he was so
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much interested in the movements taking place that
I wanted to relieve his mind as much as I could. 1
notified Weitzel on the north side of the James River,
directing him, also, to keep close up to the enemy,
and take advantage of the withdrawal of troops from
there to promptly enter the city of Richmond.

I was afraid that Lee would regard the possession
of Five Forks as of so much importance that he
would make a last desperate effort to retake it, risk-
ing everything upon the cast of a single die. It was
for this reason that I had ordered the assault to
take place at once, as soon as I had received the
news of the capture of Five Forks. The corps com-
manders, however, reported that it was so dark that
the men could not see to move, and it would be im-
possible to make the assault then. But we kept up
a continuous artillery fire upon the enemy around
the whole line including that north of the James
River, until it was light enough to move, which was
about a quarter to five in the morning.

At that hour Parke’s and Wright's corps moved
out as directed, brushed the adatis from their front as
they advanced under a heavy fire of musketry and ar-
tillery, and went without flinching directly on till they
mounted the parapets and threw themselves inside
of the enemy’s line. Parke, who was on the right,
swept down to the right and captured a very con-

~ siderable length of line in that direction, but at that
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point the outer was so near the inner line which
closely enveloped the city of Petersburg that he
could make no advance forward and, in fact, had

a very serious task to turn the lines which he had:

captured to the defence of his own troops and to
hold them ; but he succeeded in this.

Wright swung around to his left and moved to
Hatcher’'s Run, sweeping everything before him.,
The enemy had traverses in rear of his captured
line, under cover of which he made something of a
stand, from one to another, as Wright moved on;
but the latter met no serious obstacle. As you pro-

ceed to the left the outer line becomes gradually .

much farther from the inner one, and along about
Hatcher’s Run they must be nearly two miles apart.
Both Parke and Wright captured a considerable
amount of artillery and some prisoners—Wright
about three thousand of them.

In the meantime Ord and Humphreys, in obedi-
ence to the instructions they had received, had suc-
ceeded by daylight, or very early in the morning, in
capturing the intrenched picket-lines in their front
and before Wright got up to that point, Ord had
also succeeded in getting inside of the enemy'’s in-
trenchments. The second corps soon followed: and
the outer works of Petersburg were in the hands of
the National troops, never to be wrenched from them
again. When Wright reached Hatcher’'s Run, he
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sent a regiment to destroy the South Side Railroad

just outside of the city. o
My headquarters were, still at Dabney’s saw-mills.

As soon as | received the news of Wright's success,
I sent dispatches announcing. the fact to all points
around the line, including the troops at Bermuda
Hundred and those .on the north side of the James,
and to the President at City Point. . Further dis-
patches kept coming in, and as theydid I sent the
additional news to these points. Finding at length
that. they were all in, I mounted my horse to join
the troops who were inside the works. When I ar-
rived there I rode my horse over the parapet just
as Wright's three thousand prisoners were .coming
out. I was soon, joined inside by General Meade
and his staff,

Lee made frantic efforts to recover at least part
of the lost ground. Parke on our right was repeat-
edly assaulted, but repulsed every effort. Before
noon Longstreet was ordered up from the north side
of the James River, thus bringing the bulk of Lee’s
army around to the support of his extreme right, As
soon as I learned this I notified Weitzel and directed
him to.keep up close to the enemy and to have
Hartsuff, commanding the Bermuda Hundred front.
to do the same thing, and if they found any break
to go in; Hartsuff especially should do so, for this
would separate Richmond and Petersburg.

VoL. 11 —2g




450 LPERSONAL MEMOIRS OF U. s GRANT.

Sheridan, after he had returned to Five Forks,
swept down to Petersburg, coming in on our left,
This gave us a continuous line from the Appomattox
River below the city to the same river above, At
eleven o'clock, not having heard from Sheridan, I
reinforced Parke with two brigades from City Point,
With this additional force he completed his captured

works for better defence, and built back from his -

right, so as to protect his flank. He also carried in
and made an adatss between himself and the enemy.
Lee brought additional troops and artillery against
Parke even after this was done, and made several
assaults with very heavy losses,

The enemy had in addition to- their intrenched
line close up to Petersburg, two enclosed works
outside of it, Fort Gregg and Fort Whitworth, We
thought it had now become necessary to carry them
by assault. About one o'clock in the day, Fort
Gregg was assaulted by Foster’s division of the
24th corps (Gibbon’s), supported by two brigades
from Ord’s command. The battle was desperate
é..nd the National troops were repulsed severa]
times ; but it was finally carried, and immediately
the troops in Fort Whitworth evacuated the place.
The guns of Fort Gregg were turned upon the
retreating enemy, and the comﬁlanding officer with

some sixty of the men of Fort Whitworth surren-
dered. |
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I had ordered Miles in the morning to report
to Sheridan. 'In moving to execute this order he
came upon the enemy at the intersection of the
White Oak Road and the Claiborne Road. The en-
emy fell back to Sutherland Station on the South
Side Road and were followed by Miles. This posi-
tion, naturally a strong and defensible one, was
also strongly intrenched.  Sheridan now came up and
Miles asked permission from him to make the assault,
which Sheridan gave. By this time Humphreys
had got through the outer works in his front, and
came up also and assumed command over Miles, who
commanded a division in his corps. I had sent an
order to Humphreys to turn to his right and move
towards Petersburg. This order he now got, and
started off, thus leaving Miles alone. The Ilatter
made two assaults, both of which failed, and he had
to fall back a few hundred yards. :

Hearing that Miles had been left in this position, I
directed Humphreys to send a division back to his
relief. He went himself. ]

Sheridan before starting to sweep down to Peters-
burg had sent Merritt with his cavalry to the west to
attack some Confederate cavalry that had assembled
there. Merritt drove them north to the Appomattox
River.  Sheridan then took the enemy at Suther-
land Station on the reverse side from where Miles
was, and the two together captured the place, with a
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large number of prisoners and some pieces of artil-
lery, and put the remainder, portions of three Confed-
erate corps, to flight. Sheridan followed, and drove
them until night, when further pursuit was stopped.
Miles bivouacked for the night on the ground which
he with Sheridan had carried so handsomely by as-
sault. I cannot explain the Situation here better
than by giving my dispatch to City Point that even-
ing :

BoYDTON ROAD, NEAR PETERSBURG,

April 2, 1865.—4.40 P.M.

CoLONEL T. S. Bowegs,
City Point.

We are now up and have a continuous line of troops, and in a
few hours will be intrenched from the Appomatiox below Peters-
burg to the river above. Heth’s and Wilcox's divisions, such
part of them as were not captured, were cut off from town, either
designedly on their part or because they could not help it.
Sheridan with the cavalry and 5th corps is above them. Miles's
division, zd corps, was sent from the White Gak Road to Suther-
land Station on the South Side Railroad, where he met them, and
at last accounts was engaged with them. Not knowing whether
Sheridan would get up in time, General Humphreys was sent with
another division from here. The whole captures since the
army started out gunning will amount to not less than twelve
thousand men, and probably fifty pieces of artillery. I do not
know the number of men and guns accurately however, * * =*

I think the President might come out and pay us a visit to-
mMorrow,

U. S. GRANT,
: Lieutenant-General.
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During the night of April 2d our line was in-
trenched from the river above to the river below. I
ordered a bombardment to be commenced the next
morning at five A.M., to be followed by an assault
at six o’clock; but the enemy evacuated Petersburg
early in the morning




