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without rations to running a possible risk of letting:
the enemy elude them.  So the march was resumed
at three o'clock in the morning.

Merritt's cavalry had struck the enemy at Deep
Creek, and driven them north to the Appomattox,
where, 1 presume, most of them were forced to
Cross. :

On the morning of the 4th I learned that Lee had
ordered rations ‘up from Danville for his famishing
army, and that they were to meet him at Farmville.
This showed that Lee had already abandoned the
idea of following the railroad down to Danville, but
had determined to go farther west, by the way of
Farmville. T notified Sheridan of this and directed
him to get possession of the road before the supplies
could reach Lee.  He responded that he had already
sent Crook’s division to get upon the road between
- Burkesville -and Jetersville, then to face north and
march along the road upon the latter place ; and he
thought Crook must be there now. The bulk of
the army moved directly for Jetersville by two
roads.

After I had received the dispatch from Sheridan
saying that Crook was on the Danville Road, I im-
mediately ordered Meade to make a forced march
with the Army of the Potomac, and to send Parke’s
corps across from the road they were on to the
South Side Railroad, to fall in the rear of the Army
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of the James and to protect the railroad which that
army was repairing as it went along.

Our troops took possession of Jetersville and in
the telegraph office, they found a dispatch from Lee,
ordering two hundred thousand rations from Dan-
ville. The dispatch had not been sent, but Sheri-
dan sent a special messenger with it to Burkesville
and had it forwarded from there. In the meantime,
however, dispatches from other sources had reached
Danville, and they knew there that our army was on
the line of the road ; so that they sent no further
supplies from that quarter.

At this time Merritt and Mackenzie, with the
cavalry, were off between the road which the Army
of the Potomac was marching on and the Appo-
mattox River, and were attacking the enemy in
flank. They picked up a great many prisoners and
forced the abandonment of some property.

Lee intrenched himself at Amelia Court House,
and also his advance north of Jetersville, and sent
his troops out to collect forage. The country was
very poor and afforded but very little. His foragers
scattered a great deal; many of them were picked
up by our men, and many others never returned
to the Army of Northern Virginia.

Griffin’s corps was intrenched across the railroad
south of Jetersville, and Sheridan notified me of

the situation. I again ordered Meade up with all
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dispatch, Sheridan having but the one corps of
infantry with a little cavalry confronting Lee’s entire
army. Meade, always prompt in obeying orders,
now pushed forward with great energy, although
he was himself sick and hardly able to be out of
bed.  Humphreys moved at two, and Wright at
three o’clock in the morning, without rations, as I
have said, the wagons being far in the rear.

I stayed that night at Wilson's Station on the
South Side Railroad. On the morning of the sth
I sent word to Sheridan of the progress Meade
was making, and suggested that he might now
attack Lee. We had now no other objective
than the Confederate armieg, and 1 was anxious
to close the thing up at once.

On the 5th I marched again with Ord’s com-
- mand until within about ten miles of Burkesville,
where I stopped to let his army pass. I then received
from Sheridan the following dispatch :

“The whole of Lee’s army is at or near Amelia Court House,
and on this side of it. General Dayvies, whom I sent out to
Painesville on their right flank, has just captured six pieces of
artillery and some wagons.  We can capture the Army of North-
emn Virginia if force enough can be thrown to this point, and then
advance upon it. My cavalry was at Burkesville “yesterday, and
six miles beyond, on the Danville Road, last night. General Iee
is at Amelia Court House in person. They are out of rations, or
nearly so. They were advancin g up the railroad towards Burkes-
ville yesterday, when we intercepted them at this point.”
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It now became a life and death struggle with Le
to get south to his provisions. ]

Sheridan, thinking the enemy might turn off im-
mediately towards Farmville, moved Davies's bri-
gade of cavalry out to watch him. Davies found
the movement had already commenced. He at-
tacked and drove away their cavalry which was
escorting wagons to the west, capturing and
burning 180 wagons.  He also captured five
pieces of artillery. The Confederate infantry then

moved against him and probably would have

handled him very roughly, but Sheridan had sent
two more brigades of cavalry to follow Davies, and
they came to his relief in time. A sharp engage-
ment took place between these three brigades of
cavalry and the enemy’s infantry, but the latter
was repulsed,

Meade himself reached Jetersville about two
o'clock in the afternoon, but in advance of all his
troops. The head of Humphreys's corps followed in
about an hour afterwards. Sheridan stationed the
troops as they came up, at Meade’s request, the latter
still being very sick. He extended two divisions of.
this corps off to the west of the road to the left

of Griffin’s corps, and one division to the right,
The cavalry by this time had also come up, and
they were put still farther off to the left, Sheridan
feeling certain that there lay the route by which
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the enemy intended to escape. He wanted to at-
tack, feeling that if time was given, the enemy would
get away ; but Meade prevented this, preferring to
wait till his troops were all up.

At this juncture Sheridan sent me a letter which
had been handed to him by a colored man, with a
note from himself saying that he wished I was there
myself. The letter was dated Amelia Court House,
April 5th, and signed by Colonel Taylor. It was to
his mother, and showed the demoralization of the
Confederate army. Sheridan’s note also gave me the
information as here related of the movements of that
day. T received a second message from Sheridan
on the sth, in which he urged more emphatically
the importance of my presence. This was brought
to me by a scout in gray uniform. It was written
on tissue paper, and wrapped up in tin-foil such as
chewing tobacco is folded in. This was a precau-
tion taken so that'if the scout should be captured he
could take this tin-foil out of his pocket and putting
it into his mouth, chew it. Tt would cause no
surprise at all to see a Confederate soldier chewing
tobacco. It was nearly night when this letter was
received. I gave Ord directions to continue his
march to Burkesville and there intrench himself for

the night, and in the morning to move west to cut
off all the roads between there and Farmville,
I then started with a few of my staff and a very
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small escort of cavalry, going directly through the
woods, to join Meade’'s army.. The distance was
about sixteen miles; but the night being dark our
progress was slow through the woods in the absence
of direct roads. However, we got to the outposts
about ten o’clock in the evening, and after some
little parley convinced the sentinels of our identity
and were conducted in to where Sheridan was bivou-
acked. We talked over the situation for some
little time, Sheridan explaining to me what he
thought Lee was trying to do, and that Meade’s
orders, if carried out, moving to the right flank,
would give him the coveted opportunity of escaping
us and putting us in rear of him.

We then together visited Meade, reaching his
headquarters about midnight. I explained to Meade
that we did not want to follow the enemy; we
wanted to get ahead of him, and that his orders
would allow the enemy to escape, and besides that,
I had no doubt that Lee was moving right then.
Meade changed his orders at once. They were now
given for an advance on Amelia Court House, at
an early hour in the morning, as the army then lay ;
that is, the infantry being across the railroad, most
of it to the west of the foad, with the cavalry swung
out still farther to the left.




