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war somebody is responsible, and it would be but
very little better than murder, He was not sure
that Lee would consent to surrender his army with-
out being able to consult with the President, but he
hoped he would.

I rode in to Farmville on the 7th, arriving there
early in the day. Sheridan and Ord were pushing
through, away to the south, Meade was back
towards the High Bridge, and Humphreys confront-
ing Lee as before stated. After having gone into
bivouac at Prince Edward’s Court House, Sheridan
learned that seven trains of provisions and forage
were at Appomattox, and determined to start
at once and capture them; and a forced march was
necessary in order to get there before Lee’s army
could secure them. He wrote me a note telling me
this. This fact, together with the incident related
the night before by Dr. Smith, gave me the idea of
opening correspondence with General Lee on the
subject of the surrender of his army. I therefore
wrote to him on this day, as follows : 3

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES oF THE U. S.,

5 P-M., April 47, 1865,
GENERAL R. E. LEg,

Commanding C, S, A,

The results of the last week must convince you of the hope-
lessness of further resistance on the part of the Army of Northern
Virginia in this struggle. T feel that it is so, and regard it as
my duty to shift from myself the responsibility of any further .
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effusion of blood, by asking of you the surrender of that portion
of the Confederate States army known as the Army of Northern
Virginia.
U. S. GRANT,
Lieut.-General.

Lee replied on the evening of the same day as

follows :
April 7, 1865.
GENERAL :—1I have received your note of this day. Though
not entertaining the opinion you express on the hopelessness of
further resistance on the part of the Army of Northern Virginia,
I reciprocate your desire to avoid useless effusion of blood, and
therefore before considering your proposition, ask the terms you
will offer on condition of its surrender.
: R E. LEE,
General,

LiEUT.-GENERAL U. S. GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the U. S.

This was not satisfactory, but I regarded it as
deserving another letter and wrote him as follows :

.Apn'! 8, 1865.
GENERAL R. E. LEE,
Commanding C. S. A.

Your note of last evening in reply to mine of same date, asking
the condition on which I will accept the surrender of the Army
of Northern Virginia is just received. In reply I would say
that, peace being my great desire, there is but one condition I
would insist upon, namely: that the men and officers surrendered
shall be disqualiﬂed- for taking up arms again against the Govern-
ment of the United States until properly exchanged. I will meet




480 PERSONAL MEMOIRS OF U. S. GRANT.

you, or will designate officers to meet any officers you may name
for the same purpose, at any point a.greeable to you, for the pur-
pose of arranging definitely the terms upon which the surrender
of the Army of Northern Virginia will be received.
U. S. GRANT,
Lieut.-General.

Lee’s army was rapidly crumbling. Many of his
soldiers had enlisted from that part of the State
where they now were, and were continually drop'ping
out of the ranks and going to their homes. I know
that I occupied a hotel almost destitute of furni-
ture at Farmville, which had probably been used
as a Confederate hospital. The next morning when
I came out I found a Confederate colonel there,
who reported to me and said that he was the pro-
prietor of that house, and that he was a colonel of a
regiment that had been raised in that neighborhood,
He said that when he came along past home, he
found that he was the only man of the regiment
remaining with Lee's army, so he just dropped out,
and now wanted to surrender himself, I told him to
stay there and he would not be molested. That was
one regiment which had been eliminated from Lee’s
force by this crumbling process.

Although Sheridan had been marching all day,
his troops moved with alacrity and without any
straggling. They began to see the end of what
they had been fighting four years for. Nothing
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seemed to fatigue them. . They were ready to move
without rations and travel without rest until the end,
Straggling had entirely ceased, and every man was
now a rival for the front. The infantry marched
about as rapidly as the cavalry could.

Sheridan sent Custer with his division to move
south of Appomattox Station, which is about five

miles south-west of the Court House, to get west of

the trains and destroy the roads to the rear. They
got there the night of the 8th, and succeeded par-
tially ; but some of the train men had just discovered
the movement of our troops and succeeded in run-
ning off three of the trains, The other four were
held by Custer.

The head of Lee’s column came marching up there
on the morning of the gth, not dreaming, I suppose,
that there were any Union soldiers near. = The Con-
federates were surprised to find our cavalry had pos-
session of the trains. However, they were desperate
and at once assaulted, hoping to recover them, In
the melée that ensued they succeeded in burning
one of the trains, but not in getting anything from
it. Custer then ordered the other trains run back
on the road towards Farmville, and the fight con-
tinued.

So far, only our cavalry and the advance of Lees
army were engaged. Soon, however, Lee’s men

were brought up from the rear, no doubt expecting
Vor. m —31
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they had nothing to meet but our cavalry. But our
infantry had pushed forward so rapidly that by the
time the enemy got up they found Griffin’s corps
and the Army of the James confronting them. A

sharp engagement ensued, but Lee quickly set up
a white flag, T

CHAPTER LXVII.

NEGOTIATIONS AT APPOMATTOX—INTERVIEW WITH LEE
AT McCLEAN’S HOUSE—THE TERMS OF SURRENDER—
LEE'S SURRENDER—INTERVIEW WITH LEE AFTER
THE SURRENDER.

N the 8th I had followed the Army of the Poto-

mac in rear of Lee. I was suffering very
severely with a sick headache, and stopped at a farm-
house on the road some distance in rear of the main
body of the army. I spent the night in bathing my
feet in hot water and mustard, and putting mustard
plasters on my wrists and the back part of my neck,
hoping to be cured by morning. During the night I
received Lee’s answer to my letter of the 8th, inviting -
an interview between the lines on the following
morning.* But it was for a different purpose from
that of surrendering his army, and I ahswered him

as follows :

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES oF THE U. S.,
April g, 1865.
GENERAL R. E. LEE,
Commanding C. S. A.

Your note of yesterday is received. As I have no authority to
treat on the subject of peace, the meeting proposed for ten a.m.

* See Appendix.




