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troops, etc. But by the 14th I was pretty well
through with this work, so as to be able to visit
my children, who were then in Burlington, New
Jersey, attending school. Mrs. Grant was with me
in Washington at the time, and we were invited
by President and Mrs. Lincoln to accompany them
to the theatre on the evening of that day. I replied
to the President’s verbal invitation to the effect,
that if we were in the city we would take great
pleasure in accompanying them ; but that I was
very anxious to get away and visit my children,
and if I could get through my work during the
day I should do so. I did get through and started
by the evening train on the 14th, sending Mr.
Lincoln word, of course, that I would not be at
the theatre.

At that time the railroad to New York entered
Philadelphia on Broad Street ; passengers were con-
veyed in ambulances to the Delaware River, and
then ferried to Camden, at which point they took
the cars again. When I reached the ferry, on the
east side of the City of Philadelphia, I found
people awaiting my arrival there; and also dis-
patches informing me of the assassination of the
President and Mr. Seward, and of the probable

assassination of the Vice-President, Mr. Johnson,

and requesting my immediate return.
It would be impossible for me to describe the
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feeling that overcame me at the news of these assas-
sinations, more especially the assassination of the
President. I knew his goodness of heart, his
generosity, his yielding disposition, his desire to
have everybody happy, and above all his desire to
see all the people of the United States enter again
upon the full privileges of citizenship with equality
among all. I knew also the feeling that Mr. John-
son had expressed in speeches and conversation
against the Southern people, and I feared that his
course towards them would be such as to repel, and
make them unwilling citizens ; and if they became
such they would remain so for a long while. I felt
that reconstruction had been set back, no telling how
far.

I immediately arranged for getting a train to take
me back to Washington City ; but Mrs. Grant was
with me ; it was after midnight and Burlington was
but an hour away. Finding that I could accompany
her to our house and return about as soon as they
would be ready to take me from the Philadelphia
station, I went up with her and returned imme-
diately by the same special train. The joy that I
had witnessed among the people in the street and
in public places in Washington when I left there,
had been turned to grief; the city was in reality
a city of mourning. I have stated what I believed
then the effect of this would be, and my judgment
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now is that I was right. 1 believe the South would
have been saved from very much of the hardness of
feeling that was engendered by Mr. Johnson’s course
towards them during the first few months of his
administration. Be this as it may, Mr. Lincoln’s
assassination was particulérly unfortunate for the
entire nation.

Mr. Johnson’s course towards the South did en-
gender bitterness of feeling. His denunciations of
treason and his ever-ready remark, “ Treason is a
crime and must be made odious,” was repeated to all
those men of the South who came to him to get some
assurances of safety so that they might go to work
at something with the feeling that what they ob-
tained would be secure to them. He uttered his
denunciations with great vehemence, and as they
were accompanied with no assurances of safety, many
Southerners were driven to a point almost beyond
endurance. : :

The President of the United States is, in a large
degree, or ought to be, a representative of the feel-
ing, wishes and judgment of those over whom he
presides; and the Southerners who read the denun-
ciations of themselves and their people must have
come to the conclusion that he uttered the senti-
ments of "the Northern people ; whereas, as a
matter of fact, but for the assassination of Mr.
Lincoln, I believe the' great majority of the North-
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ern people, and the soldiers unanimously, would
have been in favor of a speedy reconstruction on
terms that would be the least humiliating to the
people who had rebelled against their government.
They believed, I have no doubt, as I did, that be-
sides being the mildest, it was also the wisest, policy.

The people who had been in rebellion must neces-
sarily come back into the Union, and be incorpo-
rated as an integral part of the nation. Naturally
the nearer they were placed to an equality
with the people who had not rebelled, the more
reconciled they would feel with their old antagonists,
and the better citizens they would be from the begin-
ning. They surely would not make good citizens if
they felt that they had a yoke around their necks.

I do not believe that the majority of the Northern
people at that time were in favor of negro suffrage.
They supposed that it would naturally follow the
freedom of the negro, but that there would be a
time of probation, in which the ex-slaves could pre-
pare themselves for the privileges of citizenship be-
fore the full right would be conferred ; but Mr. John-
son, after a complete revolution of sentiment, seemed
to regard the South not only as an oppressed people,
but as the people best entitled to consideration of any
of our citizens, This was more than the people who
had secured to us the perpetuation of the Union
were prepared for, and they became more radical in
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their views. The Southerners had the most power
in the executive branch, Mr. Johnson having gone
to their side ; and with a compact South, and such
sympathy and support as they could get from the
North, they felt that they would be able to control
the nation at once, and already many of them acted
as if they thought they were entitled to do so.

Thus Mr. Johnson, fighting Congress on the one
hand, and receiving the support of the South on the
other, drove Congress, which was overwhelmingly
republican, to the passing of first one measure and
then another to restrict his power. There being a
solid South on one side that was in accord with the
political party in the North which had sympathized
with the rebellion, it finally, in the judgment of Con-
gress and of the majority of the legislatures of the
States, became necessary to enfranchise the negro; in
all his ignorance. In this wotk, I shall not discuss the
question of how far the policy of Congress in this
particular proved a wise one. It became an absolute
necessity, however, because of the foolhardiness of
the President and the blindness of the Southern people
to their own interest. = As to myself, while strongly
favoring the course that would be the least humili-
ating to the people: who had been in rebellion, 1
had gradually worked up to the point ‘where, with
the majority of the people, I favored immediate
enfranchisement. ;

CHAPTER i XIX.

SHERMAN AND JOHNSTON—JOHNSTON'S SURRENDER TO
SHERMAN—CAPTURE OF MOBILE—WILSON'S EXPE-
DITION—CAPTURE OF JEFFERSON DAVIS—GENERAL

THOMAS'S QUALITIES — ESTIMATE OF GENERAL

CANBY,

HEN T left Appomattox I ordered General
Meade to proceed leisurely back to Burkes-

ville Station with the Army of the Potomac and the
Army of the James, and to go into camp there until
further orders from me. General Johnston, as has
been stated before, was in North Carolina confront-
ing General Sherman. It could not be known posi-
tively, of course, whether Johnston would surrender
on the news of Lee’s surrender, though I supposed
he would ; and if he did not, Burkesville Station was
the natural point from which to move to attack him.
The army which I could have sent against him was
superior to his, and that with which Sherman con-
fronted him was also superior ; and between the two
he would necessarily have been crushed, or driven
away. With the loss of their capital and the Army

of Northern Virginia it was doubtful whether John-
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