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extensive command. General E. Kirby Smith sur-
rendered the trans-Mississippi department on the
26th of May, leaving no other Confederate army at
liberty to continue the war.

Wilson’s raid resulted in the capture of the fugi-
tive president of the defunct confederacy before he
got out of the country, This occurred at Irwinsville,
Georgia, on the 11th of May. For myself, and [
believe Mr. Lincoln shared the feeling, I would have
been very glad to have seen Mr. Davis succeed in
escaping, but for one reason: I feared that if not
captured, he might get into the trans-Mississippi
region and there set up a more contracted confeder-
acy. The young men now out of homes and out of
employment might have rallied under his standard
and protracted the war yet another year. The
Northern people were tired of the war, they were
tired of piling up a debt which would be & further
mortgage upon their homes,

Mr. Lincoln, I beiieve, wanted Mr. Davis to
escape, because he did not wish to dea] with the
matter of his punishment. He knew there would
be people clamoring for the punishment of the ex-
Confederate president, for high treason. He thought
blood enough had already been spilled to atone for
our wickedness as a nation. At all events he did
not wish to be the judge to decide whether more
should be shed or not. But his own life was sacri-
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ficed at the hands of an assassin before th.e ex-
president of the Confederacy was a prisoner in th.e
hands of the government which he had lent all his
talent and all his energies to destroy.

All things are said to be wisely directed, and for the
best interest of all concerned. This reflection does
not, however, abate in the slightest our sense of be-
reavement in the untimely loss of so good and great
a man as Abraham Lincoln.

He would have proven the best friend the South
could have had, and saved much of the wrangling
and bitterness of feeling brought out by .reconstruc-
tion under a President who at first wished to revenge
himself upon Southern men of better sociz-a.l stand-
ing than himself, but who still sought the.lr recog-
nition, and in a short time conceived the idea and
advanced the proposition to become their Moses. to
lead them triumphantly out of all their difficulties.

The étory of the legislation enacted during the
reconstruction period to stay the hands of the
President is too fresh in the minds of the people t'o
be told now. Much of it, no doubt, was unconsti-
tutional ; but it was hoped that the laws eﬁnacted
would serve their purpose before the. que:stl?n. of
constitutionality could be submitted to the Jud1c1ar‘y
and a decision obtained. ~These laws did ,:v,erve their
purpose, and now remain “a dead letter” upon "che
statute books of the United States, no one taking
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interest enough in them to give them a passing

thought.

Much was said at the time about the garb Mr.
Davis was wearing when he was captured. 1 cannot
settle this question from personal knowledge of the
facts ; but I have been under the belief, from infor-
mation given to me by General Wilson shortly after
the event, that when Mr. Davis learned that he was
surrounded by our cavalry he was in his tent dressed
in a gentleman’s dressing gown. Naturally enough,
Mr. Davis wanted to escape, and would not reflect
much how this shouid be accomplished provided it
might be done successfully. If captured, he would
be no ordinary prisoner. He represented all there
was of that hostility to the government which had
caused four years of the bloodiest war—and the
most costly in other respects of which history makes
any record. Every one supposed he would he tried
for treason if captured, and that he would be exe-
cuted. Had he succeeded in making his escape in
any disguise it would have been adjudged a good

thing afterwards by his admirers,

As my official letters on file in the War Depart-
ment, as well as my remarks in this book, reflect
upon General Thomas by dwelling somewhat upon
his tardiness, it is due to myself, as well as to
him, that I give my estimate of him as a soldier.
The same remark will apply also in the case of
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General Canby. I had been at West Point with
Thomas one year, and had known him later in the
old army. He was a man of commanding appear-
ance, slow and deliberate in speech and action ; sen-
sible, honest and brave. He possessed valuable
soldierly qualities in an eminent degree. He gained
the confidence of all who served under him, and
almost their love. = This implies a very valuable
quality. It is a quality which calls out the most
efficient services of the troops serving under the
commander possessing it.

Thomas’s dispositions were deliberately made, and
always good. He could not be driven from a point }.u-':
was given to hold. He was not as good, hm:vever, in
pursuit as he was in action. I do not believe that
he could ever have conducted Sherman’s army from
Chattanooga to Atlanta against the defences and
the commander guarding that line in 1864. On the
other hand, if it had been given him to hold the
line which Johnston tried to hold, neither that gene-
ral nor Sherman, nor any other officer could have
done it better. :

Thomas was a valuable officer, who richly. de-
served, as he has received, the plaudits of his coun-
trymen for the part he played in the great tragedy
of 1861-5.

General Canby was an officer of great merit. He
was naturally studious, and inclined to the law.
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There have been in the army but very few, if any,
officers who took as much interest in reading and
digesting every act of Congress and every regula-
tion for the government of the army as he, His
knowledge gained in this way made him a most
valuable staff officer, a capacity in which almost all
his army services were rendered up to the time of
his being assigned to the Military Division of the
Gulf. He was an exceedingly modest officer,
though of great talent and learning. I presume
his feelings when first called upon to command
a large army against a fortified city, were some-
what like my own when marching a regiment
against General Thomas Harris in Missouri in 1861,
Neither of us would have felt the slightest trepi-
dation in going into battle with some one else com-
manding. - Had Canby been in other engagements
afterwards, he would, I have no éoubt, have ad-
vanced without any fear arising from a sense of the
responsibility. He was afterwards killed in the lava
beds of Southern Oregon, while in pursuit of the hos-
tile Modoc Indians, His character was as pure as his
talent and learning were great. His services were
valuable during the war, but principally as a bureau
officer. I have no idea that jt was from choice that .
his services were rendered in an office, but because
of his superior efficiency there. '

CHAPTER LXX.

THE END OF THE WAR—THE MARCH TO WASHINGTON—
ONE OF LINCOLN'S ANECDOTES—GRAND REVIEW AT
WASHINGTON—CHARACTERISTICS OF LINCOLN AND
STANTON—ESTIMATE OF THE DIFFERENT CORPS

COMMANDERS.

HINGS began to quiet down, and as the cer-
tainty that there would be no more armed e
sistance became clearer, the troops in I:iorth (':arohn-a
and Virginia were ordered to march .1mmedlately to
the capital, and gointo camp there until n‘{usteredl out.
Suitable garrisons were left at the pron‘.nnent p ac;s
throughout the South to insure obedience to t ef,
laws that might be enacted for the government o

the several States, and to insure security to the lives
I do not know.how far

lasses.
and property of all ¢

i t
this was necessary, but I deemed it necessary, a

that time, that such a course should be pursued. I

think now that these garrisons Pis continue'd -after
they ceased to be absolutely requ.wed; but 1tf1s ni:_
to be expected that such a rebellion as was foug .
between the sections from 1861 to 1865 could termi-
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