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these will be found clearly set forth in the reports herewith sub-
mitted ; some in the telegrams and brief dispatches announcing
them, and others, I regret to say, have not as yet been officially
reported.

For information touching our Indian difficulties, I would respect-
fully refer to the reports of the commanders of departments in
which they have occurred.

It has been my fortune to see the armies of both the West and
the East fight battles, and from what I have seen I know there is
no difference in their fighting qualities. All that it was possible
for men to do in battle they have done. The Western armies
commenced their battles in the Mississippi Valley, and received
the final surrender of the remnant of the principal army opposed
to them in North Carolina. The armies of the East commenced
their battles on the river from which the Army of the Potomac
derived its name, and received the final surrender of their old
antagonists at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. The splendid
achievements of each have nationalized our victories, removed all
sectional jealousies (of which we have unfortunately experienced
too much), and the cause of crimination and recrimination that
might have followed had either section failed 1n its duty. All have
a proud record, and all sections can well congratulate themselves
and each other for having done their full share in restoring the
supremacy of law over every foot of territory belonging to the
United States. Let them hope for perpetual peace and harmony
with that enemy, whose manhood, however mistaken the cause,
drew forth such herculean deeds of valor.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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