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wards him' as fast as my lameness would permit. He
turned and scampered off after his comrades. By a fair
mathematical calculation the animal went at leasttwen-
ty. yards while I went one; yet I continued the pursuit
with the hope that his race would soon be run. Until
his broad, white tail was lost in the dim twilight of
evening did I press forward, and only gave up the chase
when I could see nothing to pursue.

Fhus ends a long but veritable account of an adven-
ture with a herd of deer ongthe Western prairies. To
account for their exceeding tameness and approachabil-
ity, I can offerno other solution than that they had never
before met either the white or red man. The narrow
_space of country which afforded them food was bound-
ed by sterile wastes,and their natural enemies, the red
smen, had never visited their peaceful dell.

I slowly picked my way back to camp, out of hu-
mour and out of conceit with myself, my rifle, my pow-
der, and more especially my bullets. On reaching my
comrades, I ascertained that Tom Hancock had shot
three noble bucks, and had gone out some time after me.
Nothing, he said, save the want of light, had prevented

him from killing twenty. I was asked if I had seen any
deer. 1 merely remarked that I had seen several, and
here the conversation droppéd. 1 was not disposed to
be communicative.

And what, the yeader will probably ask, was the rea-
son of my want of success? In all frankness, and with
2 desire to answer his question fairly, and to the best of
my knowledge, belief, and ability, I will here state that
there is a very common disease prevalent among young

and inexperienced hunters in Fexas, which is known as
the “buck ague.” It manifestsitself whenever the subject
is suddenly brought in close proximity with game of

infolerable thirst brought on by a long
p =

THE “BUCK AcUR.”
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horse severely, and at such a time 1 well knew he need-
od water more than ever; but nota drop could I pro-
cure for him.

We had proceeded but a short distance, on the morn-

ing of the 13th, before the blue tops of several mount-
ains were seen, far in the distance to the west. Car-
los was the first to discover them, and remarked that
they were Los Cuervos, or The Crows, three high mount-
ains in the chain through which the supposed Red River
has cut its way. The place where the stream winds its
course through the mountains is called the Angosturas,
or Narrows, and The Crows stand out in bold relief to
guide the distant traveller to that point.

Our route, at the present time, was along a high prai-
yie which appeared to be a dividing ridge between two
large streams. During the morning, Captain Caldwell
visited the stream which my companion and I had dis-
covered the day previous, while chasing the buffalo.
On returning, about noon, he said that the stream was a
large one, and that he believed it to be the Brazos!
This river was supposed by all to be a long distance to
the south. Captain C. also, for the first time, declared
his conviction that the stream we had been following
up from the Waco village was the Wichita, and that the
Red River was some sevenf§five or a hundred miles to
the north. All were startled at this report; but still, so

strong was the reliance placed in the assertions of Car-
los, few could be induced to give 1t credit.

We continued our journey until the middle of the af-
ternoon, altering our course somewhat to the north to
avoid the bad travelling we found more immediately on
our route. Small parties of men were out in every dis
rection in search of water, but they met with no suc-

cess. By this time the want of the reviving element

B“UFFEB:ING FROM THIRST.

::is pIaﬁnly seen in our horses; their wild
o :; -;;ItLt{le:r b_roke;?, nervous, and unsteady action,
e 1!1;1 ;a‘n.sny of their suffcring.  The mules, too,
e C : hrum the want of water, but nothine i:;
w!}c;e both water and gras: aretc:z:(:cz.s g
midd[:":{ Zi;da;?at we continued our journey until the
s b irnoon. About that time, and without
s :O g're;’rz ::1: hzari:h?.t c;lJuld lead us to expect there
oo ge 1n the face of t

and glaring

he country, w
i rea(;lhed the brow of a precipitous bluﬂ;.som:
: ree u{;dred feet in height, which overlooked
a lellrge- valley of broken and rugged appearance O?I‘}?'
:e;l ey was fou? or five miles in width, a ridge of I;
di s bounding it on the northern side, and not o lmui
bzf(zint t‘; t:m valley from the bluff on which wens}tro:;de
e whole surface below, was cover :
. : vered b
iz;}'.-panem;.{:y killed the previous year by ﬁrg: dr%f‘}fiam;
- 51?1? :;:;Ch we stood was a level plaﬁu, covered w};fh
coarse grass several feet in height. Thi
dg:;afss, r:a ;am having fallen for weeks, had become a:
as tinder. While consultin :
iting as to what ¢ v
Z}tm;lg. ;:ursue, sfome one of our party discoveizgrz:a:;:
istance of three or'four miles aer .
‘ ; i oss th
::]elﬁjw, a turn in ti.le river bringing it to viesw. EVJ: lilzly
Ofet hi:tetfy det(zmm?d, if possible, to effect the descen;
steep and ragged bluff before us, and
- : : at least gi
our suffering animals a chance to quench their th%;::

u]d rove t 0 bl a le f ou
even 11 1 e water ShO 6] C h or r

Some thirty-five or fort
: _ v of the advanee-guard i
(sitazznly determined upon undertaking the toiifomle ai-:lci
gerous descent, and, to give my horse the earliest
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surn at the water, I accompanied this party. After
winding and picking our way for a full hour; pitching
down precipices that were nearly perpendicular, and
frightful chasms and fissures of the
led to reach the valley with
ged

narrowly escaping
rocks; we were all enab
whole bones ; but to do this we were frequently obli
to dismount from our horses, and in some places fairly
er abrupt descents which they never

to push them ov
I have said that

would have attempted without force.
this bluff was some two or three hundred feetin height—
d at least a mile to gain this short distance,

we travelle
The side of the

so devious and difficult was our path.

bluff was formed of rough, sharp-pointed rocks, many
of them of large size, and cvery little spot of earth had,
in former years, given nourishment and support to some
seragay cedar, now left leafless and desolate by fire.
Shoots of young cedars, however, were springing up

wherever they could find root-hold ; but they were not
destined to attain the rank and standing of their sires.
After reaching the valley, we soon found the sandy
bed of what had been a runming stream in the rainy
season. Immediately on striking it, our tired nags
raised their heads, pricked up their ears, and set off at
a brisk trot, instinctively knowing that water was in
~ the vicinity. The horse scents water at an incredible”
distance, and frequently travellers upon the prairies are
enabled to find it by simply turning their horses or

mules loose.
A tiresome ride of three or four miles now brought

us to the river. On reaching its banks, nothing could
restrain our nags from dashing headlong down. Equal-
ly thirsty ourselves, we had fondly hoped that the wa-
ters might prove fresh and sweet; but they were even

more brackish than any we had yet tasted. Repulsive

AN EXPLOSION. 177

as it was; however, we swallowed enough to moisten
our parched lips and throats, and ten minutes after
were even more thirsty than before. Our horses, more
fond of this water than any other, drank untl a ,are t-
ly they could swallow no more. el
Whlle some of our party were digging into the sand
at the edge of the stream, with the hope of findin ;va
ter more fresh, and others were enjoying the cfolin:;
luxurylof a bath, a loud report, as of a cannon wa:
heard in the direction of the camp, and a dark s;ruok
was seen suddenly to arise. :
o An Indian attack ™ was the startling cry on all
sides, and instantly we commenced huddling on our
clothes and bridling our horses. One by one, as fast
as we could get ready, we set off for what we szlpposed
to be a scene of conflict. As we neared the camping-
ground it became plainly evident that the prairie wfs
on fire in all directions. When within a mile of th
steep bluff, which cut off the prairie above from the
valley. the bright flames were seen flashing amon th:
dry cedars, and a dense volume of black smoke r%si
above all, gave a painful sublimity to the scene. i
On a}_mproaching nearer we were met by some of our
companions, who-were hurriedly scekjng'a passage u
the steep. They had heard, from those on the rairip
above, that the high grass had caught fire by a,cg'dene
and that with such velocity had it spread that se;rerafl,
qf' the wagons, and among them that of the commis
sioners, _had been consumed. This wagon containcd_
m addition to a large number of cartridges, all the,
trunks and valuables of the mess to whic?n I’ was at
tached, making me doubly anxious to gain the scene 0;'
destruction and learn the worst. It afterward pro-
ved that the explosion of the cartridges in the waZon
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was what we had mistaken for the report of our six-
der.

pm;l\]fith redoubled exertions we now pushed forward
towards the camp, but before we could reach the bf“se
of the high and rugged bluff’ the flames were dashing
down its sides with frightful rapidity, le_apmg an_d flash-
ing across the gullies and around the h{deous cliﬂ's, and
roaring in the deep, yawning chasms with the wild and
appalling noisc of a tornado. As the flames Wm..nld
strike the dry tops of the cedars, reports, resembl%ng
those of the n:msket, would be heard ; and in such quick
succession did these reports follow each'other, that_l
can compare them to nothing save the 1Tregu1ar dis-
charge of infantry—a sirange accompamment to the
wild roar of the devouring element.

The wind was blowing fresh from the west whefl the
prairie was first ignited, carrying the flames, with a
speed absolutely astounding, over the very ground on
which we had travelled during the day. The .wm‘d
lulled as the sun went down behind the mountains n
the west, and now the fire began to sprea:i slowly in
that direction. The difficult passage by .whwh we had
descended was cut off by the fire, anFl night found our
party still in the valley, unable to dis-::(_)ver.any other
road to the table-land above. O’lill‘ situation was a
dangerous one, too; for had the wind sprung up ::md
veered into the east, we should have found much diffi-
culty in escaping, with such velocity did the ﬂagnes €x-
tenl? the scene had been grand previous to. the gomng

down of the sun, its magnificence was increased tenfold.

as night in vain attempted to throw its dark mantle
over the earth. The light from acres and acres‘,l
might say miles and miles, of inflammable and blazing

A FEARFUL NIGHT.

cedars, illuminated earth and sky with a radiance even
more lustrous and dazzling than that of the noonday
sun. Ever and anon; as some one of our comrades
would approach the brow of the high bluff above us, he
appeared not like an inhabitant of this earth. A lurid
and most unnatural glow, reflected upon his counte-
nance from the valley of burning cedars, seemed to
render still more haggard and toilsome his burned and
blackened features.

I was fortunate enough, about nine o’clock, to meet
one of our men, who directed me to a passage up the
steep ascent. He had just left the bluff above, and
gave me a pifeous recital of our situation. He was en-
deavouring to find water, after several hours of unceas-
ing toil, and 1 left him with slight hopes that his search
would be rewarded. By this time I was alone, not
one of the companions who had started with me from
the river being in sight or hearing. One by one they -
had dropped off, each searching for some path by which
he might climb to the table-land above.

The first person I met, after reaching the prairie, was
M. Falconer, standing with the blackened remnant of a
blanket in his hand, and watching lest the fire should
break out on the western side of the camp; for in that
direction the exertions of the men, aided by a strong
westerly wind, had prevented the devouring element
from spreading. Mr. F. directed me to the spot where
our mess was quartered. I found them sitting upon
such articles as had been saved from the wagon, their

gloomy countenances rendered more desponding by the
reflection from the now distant fire. 1 was foo much
worn down by fatigue and deep anxiety to make many
Inquiries as to the extent of our loss; but hungry, and
almost choked with thirst, I threw myself upen the
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scattered the burning fragments of the wagon in every

direction. My friend Falconer was so disfigured that I

hardly knew him. His hair and eyebrows were scorch-

ed completely off; his face was in a perfect blister, his

clothes burned from hjs back, and, without =a hat, he

seemed as though some insurance office had met witha
heavy loss.  Object of pity, however, as he appeared to
be, I still could not help smiling at the sad and wo-be-
gone figure he presented. Among the few trunks saved
I fortunately found mine, containing nearly all my mon-
ey, clothing, watch, and other valuables. The loss of
a carpet-bag, which contained my boots and the rough
articles I wore upon the road, was all I had to regret
in the way of private property. Not so with the mess
to which I was attached. The remnant of coffee we
still had left was burned ‘entirely too much ; our pots,

Pans and kettles, knives and forks, were converted into
old iron—everything was gone. We had nothing to
eat, however, except half rations of miserably poor beef;
and the necessity of falling back upon first principles,
or, in other words, eating with our fingers, annoyed us
but little.

The wagon of the commissioners contained, besides
our private baggage, a quantity of Jjewelry, blankets,
cartridges, rifles, muskets, &c. These were all destroy-
ed. The other wagon which was consumed was load-
ed with goods, and from this nothing was saved. At
one time the ammunition wagon, containing a large
quantity of powder, was on fire, and only saved by the
daring exertions of some of our men. It may appear
singular to some of my readers that so much damage
could be caused by the burning of grass alone, for on
the spot where the Wwagons were drawn up there was

-nothing - else’; but it should be remembered that this

- Vou. —Q
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grass was very high, had been killed by dry weather,
and flashed up and spread almost with the rapidity of a
- train of powder on being ignited. It is very easy, when
a fire upon the prairies 1s seen coming towards a party,
to escape its dangers by kindling the grass immedi-
ately about and taking possession of the newly-burned
ground before the distant flames come up; but in this
instance the fire commenced on the windward side, and
with a frightful rapidity flashed directly along our line
of wagons. The only wonder at the time was, how
anything had been saved from the furious element that
roared and crackled around.

We packed up and arranged our baggage as well as
we could, hunted up and drove in our cattle, and late
in the fétenoon made a start. Our course was nearly
west,-and ‘along the level prairie that overlooked the
large valley upon our right. The mountains that we
had seen the day previous gradually opened to the view,
and as they became more visible, did not so well answer
the deseription Carlos had given of The Crows. But
few, however, felt disposed to doubt the man’s words:
We are slow in giving credence to any story, however
plausible, that runs counter fo our desires and hopes.

Our road was a good one this day, and we journeyed
on with unusual rapidity. The men suffered incredibly
from thirst, and were constantly seen eating the pods
from the mesquit-trees, drawing the little moisture they

possessed to relieve their parched tongues and throats.
A bullet has considerable virtue in relieving thirst, and
a piece of raw hide imparts much meisture to the
mouth, as I have proved by sad experience.

At night we encamped in a beautiful dell, covered
with the larger mesquit-trees and excellent grass. This
cncampment appeared to be near the termination of

=

DOUBTS AND SUSPICIONS.

the valley of cedars,

and the
S st face of the country on-

§ e l¢:ntu-efy changed, being broken and
g tbis. . e oni?' waler we could find in the vi-
S e e atmp, which would otherwise have been
ER et ;‘1 on our route, was entirely too brack-
L howe.v e cattle and horses were fond of it; the
2= :md 4 d;ﬁ:,n (;(;u?Ld tEcewtl sw?llow it without great nau-
e eas quench their thirst. Th
nanl nggggz f:it t(}:]a;;p, 1:; company with an Italiait
; said, in search o
;l:tebe;s!t r‘m}l]te for our wagons on the ei;r;:;rdind
Spedmenglégft Ithe}T returned, Brignoli showing som}:
ey 1u10ksﬂver he had found, which were said
e {hnc I?)" those who pretended to any know-
: vilnmeerebsl}utbiszt.k He had joined the expedition as
i ,minemlssj nown to be constantly in search
. In the mean time every one in ¢
ish tvsva,s %uestiuning Carfas as to :l: ppfs?t?oipzl:lsiit
e e, e e
eclare their miseivi
;i;)tu:;muN ;: tl:_rEe:atslwere offered, but C;gg le;f;::;ogg
enough of English to know that the Sere talki
:)Of t;;nii:nd lngt saying anything complijt;entaryﬁ;ﬁi
b mmfniv edge of the country or his honesty. The
g it ning early he‘was missing, and, on lookin
bout the camp, Brignoli, too, was found absent. Th'g
:i;'t-:umstance created the greatest excitement amo: =
Lhe, 3;:2;](?31:]03 had many believers and fﬁends——anng
Shc');t o mtsml!;ed that he had only left the camp for a
! Wz, 0 hunt. The oxen were yoked and hitched
" gons, and every preparation made for resu.
our journey, but Carlos was yet missin
It is impossible, either to be placed or imagineda na
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worse and more pitiable situation than the one in which
we now found ourselves. The hope that we were
within some sixty miles of the frontier settlements van-
ished with Carlos, for we knew that he would not have
left so long as there was a probability of his leading us
safely through the difficulties in which we were in-
volved. -IIe had been offered inducements too strong
for him thus to desert us, unless he himself was lost and
feared the consequences of leading us farther astray.
We were suffering, too, from the want of fresh water,
and knew full well that there was none on the road we
had come short of three days’ march over a prairie
rendered desolate by the great fire. Our only hope
was in going ahead, and when nine o’clock came we
pushed on without rudder or compass, the melancholy
truth plainly visible in almost every face that we were
lost among the wilderness prairies of the West.

As we pursued our melancholy journey, there were
still a fow among us who thought that Carlos would
come up and honestly account for his absence. They
even declared their belief that we had now arrived
within sight of the Angosturas, or Narrows of Red
River, and that if Carlos had really left us it was be-
cause he feared that some of the leading men in New
Mexico, inimical to the Texans, might blame him for
guiding us directly to their homesteads, About noon
we were fortunate enough to find a cool and delicious
spring of fresh water, and near it a pond large enough
to water all our horses and cattle. After drinking
deeply at the fountain-head, and fervently hoping for a
continuance of such good fortune, we filled our gourds
and canteens, and resumed our march. Whenever we
looked back'we could see an immense smoke in the

east, plainly denoting that the prairie fire which had
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-broken out two days previous was still raging. Earl
in the afternoon a heavy, black cloud was noticed di)-r
rectly over the spot, from which rain was descendin
aPparentIy in torrents ; beyond, and in fact all aroun§
this cloud, the sky was clear and without a speck.
Here was a shower got up on the Espy principle, al-
though at a heavy cost to our party. :
Ol.}I' course was now nearly west. .On our left, and
running in nearly a northwest and southeast direction
a range of mountains was plainly visible—the chair:
which, it was now evident enough, Carlos had mistaken
for f.l’ke Crows. I say mistaken, for up to the mornin
of his departure I believe the fellow’s intentions wer§
honest, ‘and that he really supposed the party to be on
Red River. The water in the Wichita, for that the
niver we were on undoubtedly was, resembled in every
way that of the former, while the country around bore
the same appearance; and as Carlos had trapped on
both streams, probably without noticing either careful-
ly, and knew but little of them even as low down as
Floﬁ’ee’s Station, and was unacquainted with the Amer-
ican name of the river, the mistake niight easily occur.

I have mentioned the appearance of the cc')umry to
the‘ left; on our right it was much broken, and evident-
ly impassable for wagons. A party of some thirty of
us, all well mounted, left the command to explore t)l:or-
oughly this latter section, and our leader, Captain Cald-
well, declared that he would not return until he had
satisfactorily ascertained whether we were in the neigh-
bourhood of the Narrows or not. Captain C. was ?he
first man to suggest that the stream up which we had
been so long journeying was not the Red River, and

walso o express donbts whether Carlos really knew as
. Buch of the country as he pretended. :

QR
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After working our way through a suceession of rug-
ged hills, cedar-brakes, and ravines, for a distance of
some ten miles, we at length reached . the stream npon
our right. It had dwindled down toa small brook, and
the head spring was evidently somewhere in the mount-
ains in our vicinity.* The water was extremely salt,
and unfit for use. Several trails were found leading
along the banks, made by Indians and mustangs, and
in one place mule and horse tracks were seen, together
with the print of a white man’s shoe in the sand, evi-
dently made either by Carlos or his companion, or by
one of Howland’s men. Being satisfied that we were
not in the neighbourhood of the Narrows, and that it
was impossible to take the wagons by the road we had
sravelled, we started back for the spring we had found
in the morning, and arrived there at sunset, ourselves
and horses completely worn down with fatigue.

Captain Caldwell had shot a fat buck during the day,
<which had been dressed, and by the side of the cool

spring we made 2 delicious meal. At dark, we re-
saddled our horses, and after finding the trail of the
wagons with sonde difficulty, pushed on ‘and reached
the command about ten o’clock, encamped without wa-
ter, and extremely solicitous for our return.

Early the next morning spies were sent forward {0
seek water and a passage through the mountains, my=
self, with three or four companions, going back to the
spring, a distance of some ten miles, for a draught of
water! It may seem a long distance, ten miles, to go for
a draught of fresh water, but at that time I would have
gone fifty. After allowing our horses a rest of two or

* 1 have little doubt that we were Now among the Wichita Mountains.

“They have never, I believe, been laid down upon any map, but oid trappers

and campaigners often speak of them.

DEATH OF DE. BRASHEAR.

2:;?; }I::;s;::lndhjdomg our washing—for at this time
s coms s own washer-woman—we set off to
i Wmnn'd. I.t may not be amiss to say that
#mn ané__,a a:‘vez;cy light, consisting only of a check-
R :}}ft:r ot coarse stockings or socks.
¢ i pr;mon we reached the camping-place
e forwardmg t, a.l']d found that the command had
s - A brisk trot brought us up with our
creeEan;ogls at dark, encamped by a small spring and
- ; itter water, strongly impregnated, to :fud €
th; n; :bset;isctz-, \;'1;2 copperas and magnesia. WhaJtevir
‘ s held i solution by this water m
:ﬁfen,t 1(: %;;ilrz:s;i ii ;:e};owaful l;:atfl-lartic; but the ;);xii;?
rtook of it in lar iti
On the following n’vfz]iug a council 0?‘3 i
- . Dﬁi
il?lg,u ?tb\;vsl:ur:[l: it was deter.mined to send a part;e:;' E‘:;
s gvabes -mounted men in a northerly direetion, with
e to return until they had found Red River
e were also given to the commander of the part .
aptain Caldwell, to send guides back from da tpd 4
:.s a iopd wagon road could be found, in orderyth‘:tt :hy'
xa‘eh ition might get on as fast as possible. .
- I;aogiug;y];eft ;)ln the 17th 01: August, and on the same
= prashear, our assistant surgeon, died of a
< r comp]zn!}g and was buried with military ho
€ was a native, if I recollect right, of Kentuck hich
respected by all who knew him. e
5 jtil:'::ther r,foun_cx] was held after the spies had left, and
gk e‘lvelfet;ng it was resolved to reduce our rations of
2 e we were was problematical ; di
from the settlements no one could even (-a(;::]r e
i . alculat
:eii .;ve might still be months in reaching them, i? :vl::
ident enc:ugh that our beef would not hold out. Th
regular ration of three pounds a day to each m.an Waz




