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them not in any of their sports, yet still seems to be on
the best of terms ; and as he is frequently seen entering
and emerging from the same hole, this singular bird
may be looked upon as a member of the same family,
or at least a retainer whose services are in some way
necessary to the comfort and well-being of the animal
whose hospitality he shares.

Rattlesnakes, too, and of immense size, dwell in the
same lodges with the dogs; but the idea that has been
entertained of their living upon sociable terms of com-
panionship is utterly without foundation. The snakes
I look upen as loafers, not easily shaken off by the reg-
ular inhabitants, and they make useof the dwellings of
the dogs as more comfortable quarters than they can
find clsewhere. We killed one a short distance from a

burrow, which had made a meal of a half-grown dog;iig

and although I do not think they can master the larger
animals, the latter are still compelled to let them pass
in and out without molestation—a nuisance, like many
in more elevated society, that cannot be got rid of.
The first town we visited was much the largest seen
on the entire route, being some two or three miles in
length by nearly a mile in width at the widest part.
In the vicinity were smaller villages—suburbs of the
larger town, to all appearance. After spending some
three hours in the very heart of the settlements, and
until not an inhabitant could be seen in any direc-
tion, we resaddled our horses and set off in search of
the command. Thus ended my first visit to one of
the numerous prairie-dog commonwealths of the Far
West. - g 5
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WE had scarcely travelled three miles, after leaving
the large dog-town, before we descried the white tops
of our wagons at some distance in our rear. Findinga
d.ry mesquit, we broke off some of the larger branches
kindled a fire, and cooked for each man a dog. Tha;
meat we found exceedingly sweet, tender, and iuicy—
resembling that of the squirrel, only that it was much
fatter. : Our meal over, we next wasted three or four
hours in vainly endeavouring to shoot a deer or ante-
lope: Numbers of them were seen; but the hunting
parties had scoured their range, killed several of them
and rendered the animals-unusually shy. Late in the;
aﬂefnoon we sought the trail of our wagons, and on
finding it set off at a pace which brought us up with
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the command ere nightfall, encamped near a large,
reddish-coloured hill or mountain, and close by a small
creek of brackish water—a tributary, doubtless, of the
Wichita, or else the main stream.

Scarcely had we finished a scanty supper of poor
beef, and hastily rolled ourselves in our blankets, when
it commenced raining in torrents—peuring down with-
out intermission for hours, and drenching us complete-
ly. Little did we care for this, howeyer, as we had
the satisfaction in the morning of getting fresh and pure
water in abundance—the first for a week.

After devouring the last of the prairie dogs we had
killed the preceding day, wringing our blankets, and
drying our clothes as well as we were able, we pursued
our journey in a course nearly northwest@#We had no
little trouble in crossing the céékabeforeius,swollen by
the heavy rain of the night prévions ; but in a couple of
hours wagons and all were safely on the opposite side.

After toiling across the soft and muddy prairie a dis-
tance of ten miles, we atdength reached another run-
ning stream, the point at which our guide had left the
spy company. Here we halted to await the return of

the latter, or until another guide should be sent back.
During the night the wind veered round into the north-
euct, bringing with it a cold, drizzling, and extremely
disagreeable rain, which continued the next day. In
the mean time the spy company returned, reporting that
they had found a large stream to the north, which they
confidently believed to be Red River, or one of its main
tributaries.

Night- came, the cold rain and raw wind still con-
tinuing. We were encamped immediately upon- the

stream, the banks of which were high, and flanked bya »

narrow skirting of timber. Under this bank I led my

8
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horse at dusk, and tied him fast to a small tree, Here
he was protected from the piercing northern blasts, and
t(? afford the same shelter, Doctor Brenham led thither
his horse, a noble white animal of the best blood and
confined him to the same tree with mine, :
Several of our horses were tied under this bank the
poorer animals being allowed to rough it upon the l’)rai-
;;:3 in ft'rcl:{ntd of iour encampment, hobbled, and many of
m staked, to prev ivi n
oo mgh]:. ent the storm from driving them off
On awaking in the morning, it was ascertained that
the hors'e of Doctor B. had been stolen by Indians.
The lariat was cut, and part of it still fast to the tree.
My horse was standing quietly where I had left him, his
col?ur probably preventing the daring robbers f;'om
seeing him. Some half dozen herses were taken with
Duc?tor B.’s, among them Mr. Falconer's. Generally the
I.ndmps selected the best horses in camp, dark as was
the night ; but they took themselves in in taking Mr
Falconer’s, for he was conti ly performing sorge un-.
seemly antics, had frequently caused much fright among
}C:I‘l;r t;tchkesral;?sze.w, and was worth but little, even setting
To show how daring the Indian horse-thieves were:
l_ have. but to mention that Doctor Brenhan’s horse was’
.tled within six yards of the spot where we were slee
Ing; and after passing the guard, by no means an easl;:

.matter, the rascals were compelled to creep within a

few- feet of us before they could reach their prey. - An

Ind'lan bow was found in the vieinity of ouf’cam

Whllch the thieves had left in their haste, and one of thpe,

art_lllery mules was shot through with an arrow, the

animal probably not being able to move fast em;u h

??hen the Indians withdrew from our vicinity. =
R 2
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As the day advanced the rain gradually ceased, and
before ten o’clock the sun once more appeared. A hap-
pier set of men were never seen, for many of us had
eaten, slept, and waked in wet clothes and blankets
through the eight-and-forty previous hours. Some lit-
tle time was occupied in filling up the creek with earth
and logs, so as to secure a safe passage for the wagons,
and about noon the whole expedition was once more on
the road, travelling in a northwest direction. During
the day we passed through a succession of dog-towns,
scattered along every half mile upon the route, as their
favourite grass could be procured. Large numbers of
the animals were killed by the men—Xkilled for their
meat alone.

At night we encamped in front of a small mot or clump
of timber, and near a pond of fresh water. However
much the rain of the two previous days had annoyed us,
we now found that it had saved the expedition. Not a
drop of- water, save that which had recently fallen,
could ‘be found in anyﬂ‘cction, and little doubt was’
entertained that we must inevitably have perished had
it not been far the heavy storms.

A party of three hunters came in after we had en-
camped, and reported that they had fallen in with a
party of nine Indians during the day, and had beld a
w21k with them. The fellows spoke Spanish, although
badly, and were very insolent in their bearing. They

. did not dare attack our men, however, and finally rode
off yelling across the prairie. They were doubiless

Caygiias,* and belonged to the party that had stolen our

horses the night before.
+ Mr. Navarro, who was well acquainted with the different tribes south of

Red River, told me they were Caygiias, and gave the name this spelling. It
is pronounced* Kiwaa, yet it is generally written Kioway
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hoizn;%z é)dar(g ‘:f Dl?.l‘ men shortly after came in, their
S ;:;;m[h d?er, antelope, and other meat
i Wzs t illed dur{ng the day. The mess to
which those xjhf;msl;g? i: (:::i‘ff il ll;ation o
oy wsent it s as young buffalo. It was
th(;ntatlfll(iizhatncii zlzgyejrt:‘?yt—ihz most delicious meat, I
% er tasted—and what wi
i;fh?:ji?;zoms we h:?,d found on the march?llt:g;)l?z
ol antei.ope liver, we made a sumptuous meal
e iit e surprised were we afterward, when we as-.
o g:;;se;h:t the meat we had partaken of so heartily,
e 0 m_uch, was the flesh of a musitang!
e the\u:vg tied our horses close at hand, many of
Rl zfg:an's_. and taken up our quarters in gheir
sl zsc;mitly, we stret‘ched ourselves upen the
& dism,rbame ZI;‘ somjnc!l}', wni?cut a visit from Indians
L e 1:mj. kind, until neaﬁmorning, when a
e wolves, (rawu’ to our camp by the smell of
meat, set up a dismal howling. A heavy dew
]

* the first we had noticed siné@®ur departure from Aus-

S?éiizﬁyfai:en du;;ing the night, and the day broke with
rough a 4 :
S Fig hea_xy fog : but at about eight
e sun made his appearance
wolves, dew, and all, :
€ :;)ur co_grse dofhthe previous day, northwest, which
considered the right one, w. : i :
: . We were still enabled
{]izipf,nwnl} al’l excellent road for the first five miles ctm?
orning’s march. About no
o _ _ on we reached a sin- 4
ivularh tract, unlike anything we had previously seég 4
cc,?j:{ :de south, as far as the eye could reach, nothinc;
e t}? seen but a sandy plain, covéred with scru!i
o dx-ls 1es, two or three feet high, upon which were
nd innumerable acorns of a | i ‘
arge size. This.desert
although the wheels of the wagons sank several 'incizts; -

: 3

dispersing fog,
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in the sand, we were obliged to cross. I\‘;ght)ge; l?l‘be-;
fore the passage was made—ho_rses, cgttle, ar; : n:i zlr
alike tired out with the excessive fz.mgues of 3 13.
We were fortunate, however, in finding a eool an pcl1 rc%
stream of fresh running water jt}st on_the \_&'a?sterle T) ge
of the waste. On the opposite sld?, the pl:an'}e ha eeg
recently burned, the fresh grass just springing up, an
> encamped.
heiit‘:ﬂ: B(:ampp the [atitude and Iongitude w*ex:e t?{e;
by Lieutenant Hull. The result gk th.e observa mw:
which, from the instruments not l?elng in ord;):r, Eogm
yot be depended upon, I inserted in my note- ?o x i
have now forgotten. Licutenalnt II said that Wle co t
not be more than a hundred miles tlrom the sett! enrg:n:.:
that we could easily reach then? in ten days, axln) 1-e;-e
pressed himself highly pleased with the prqspecft e:i)aat
us. Little did h#then anticipate the horrible atf:d .
was soon to befall himself, or the mat;ny g}oomy afj(,)r
of travel, of starvation, and of uncestainty mn store oL
those whose spirits he il elevated by anticipations
-eachine the settlements. .
so%lnlzfﬁzgz the next morn.ing ?.fter this.cl)bs:er:;tlﬁirf
was made, and ascending a high ridge of hills 1]:1 e‘J :
cinity, the country before us was found extreg‘ne v moie
and ‘broken. ‘We pushed foti‘ward, hc:wcvel ,dsotmt.e o
way, some another—buffeting, t:‘.xrnmg, a(l; . wio ng
about, without order or syster, until nearly :uif. ugﬁ
and tiresome marches, bad water, and got ha e?okzn
of even the worst provisions, had (_:ombl_ned t(f{ “eatmi
and dispirit the men, rendﬁr th(el:m 1mf.);‘1::§n(:0(:1 ; :;;enc ;
and inclined to disobey a orders. T onse :
t one party would go in this dn‘e(_:tlon in que
:;Z’asg’r;h]i:s or glum);, anoth.er .in. that, hunting i;:t;r.sg;;;i
or water, and nearly all discipline was lost. is
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eult, and requires a most efficient officer to keep even
regular soldiers under subjection, when half starved and
broken down by fatigue—noth
teers under such eircumstances,

After crossing and recrossing deep gullies, our prog-
ress in one direction.impeded by steep hills, and in
another by yawning ravines, we finally encamped at
night not two miles from where we began our day’s
march, although we had really travelled fifteen. Large
plum patches had been found during the day, and such
an inordinate craving had our men for almost any spe-
cies of vegetable, that the country for miles in ever
direction was scoured, midnight coming before all the
different parties arrived in camp.

A passage out of our difficulties was found next
morning, and after winding about until noon among the
hills, we at length reached a beautiful table-land cover-
ed with mesquit-trees.

So suddenly did we leave the rough and uneven sur-
face of the valley, and so striking was the transition,
that the scenic world of the theatre —and particularly
the change from the humble cot age of the dancing girl
to the Hindoo paradise in * La Bayadere”—was brought
forcibly to the mind.

On starting in the morning, nothing was to be seen
but a rough and rugged succession of hills before ns—
piled one upon another, each succeeding hill rising
above its neighbour. At the summit of the highest of
these hills the beautiful and fertile plain opened sudden-
ly to view, giving scope to our vision and our hopes
that was unanticipated and thrice welcome. The coun-
try between the Cross Timbers and the Rocky Mount-
2ins rises by high steppes, for the different Iines of hills
¢an be called by no other name. As the traveller Jjour-

INg e€an restrain volm-
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neys westward, he meets, at long intervals, ridges of
hills and ‘mountains, running nearly nort..h and south,
presenting the most scrious barriers to ‘hls farther ad-
vance. As he ascends these, he anticipates a clonl"e-
sponding descent on the opposite sidfe ; butina majority
of instances, on reaching the summits, he finds nothing
before him but a level and fertile prairie. .
We halted an hour or two, on reaching the beautiful
: table-land, to rest our weary catile and give our hor.se_as
an opportunity to graze. Little v1llage§ of prairie
dogs were scattered about upon the prairie, :_fmd num-
bers were ghot by the men, to help out their scanty

rations. The fat of this animal, old hunters say, is an

infallible remedy for the rheumatism. In the evening
we resumed the march, and at sundown encamped
upon the banks of a running stream of fres?l water.
The blue tops of three or four high mountains were

discerned in the distance, which, such phases dld_h?pe
ascribe to them, we thought answered the description
Carlos had given of The Crows. _

We were awakened early the next morning by the
warbling of innumerable singing-birds, perched among
the bushes along the horders of the stream. Among the
notes I recognised those of the robin. the lark, and the
blue-bird, and as it was the first time any of th‘em had
been heard since the commencement of our journey,
thoughts of home and civilization came fresh to the
heart here among the western wilds. How these
birds ever strayed so far from thei}' usual. haunts, f_'or
they are seldom found except in the m*_xmedlate vicinity
of settlements, is more than I can imagine. ‘There they
were, however, telling us of scenes to wthlch we had
long been strangers, and giving us pleasing but faflia;
cious promises of a speedy return to the abodes of at
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feast semi-civilization. In our fond Imaginings they
typified the dove, telling us that the wilderness had
been passed; but, alas! their song, like the siren’s,
was uttered but to deceive. :
Inspiriting as was the singing of these birds, we were
obliged to leave them in the middle of their matinal
concert, and pursue our weary march. Throughout
the day we had an excellent road, and “when night
came we had made something like twenty miles, still
In a northwest direction, which was considered our
true course. The mountains that had been seen the
day before were now plainly visible, and well answer-
ed the description Carlos had given of the landmarks
m the neighbourhood of the Narrows of Red River.
The opinion advanced by many, that we were ap-
proaching the end of our journey, spread a general joy
through camp; and this opinion received fresh strength
upon the return of two small hunting parties after night,
who reported that they had seen what appeared to be
Mexican cart tracks upon the prairie. With thankful
hearts we swallowed our scanty supper that night, and
the burden of our dreams, after retiring to rest upon
the ground, was of bread and butter, potatoes, and the
other substantials of life—things that had long been
strangers to our mouths, but were fresh in our mem-
Ories.

Early the next morning it was ascerfained that sev-
eral horses and mules were missing, and although dili-
gent scarch was made by their owners, they were never
recovered. The night had been clear and bright, the
guard neither secing nor hearing aught to excite their
suspicions ; but the animals were stolen, doubtless, by
a marauding party of Indians.

The march was once more resumed, several well-




