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a good run of luck at dealing monte, he amassed no in-
eonsiderable fortune, and as his ambition now led him
1o leam to read and write, the foundation of his future
influence and greatness among his timid and ignorant
countrymen was substantialty laid. ;

As it would fill a volume to trace all Armijo’s steps,

I will at once jump from the sheep-folds of Chavez and
e had

the monte table, and take him up again after h
been appointed Administrador de Rentas, or “principal
custom-house officer at Santa Fé, in the year 1837. It
is proper to mention that, during this hiatus, somewhere
between the years 1825 and 1830, he had been, by a
federal appointment under the old territorial laws, cloth-
ed with the executive authority in New Mexico, and
that his short administration was signalized by acts of
ervelty and reckless injustice.  In consequence of some
misdemeanor, he was soon deposed from his place at
the head of the customs by the then governgrs Don Al
bino Perez, and another person was appointed in his
stead.

The effects of the central form of government’ were
now just beginning to be felt’in this isolated department
of Mexico, and the people were beginning to manifest
1o inconsiderable discontent at the new order of things.
Armijo, perceiving that there was now a chance, not
only to signalize himself, but to reap 2 rich harvest of
revenge against his enemies then in power, took advan-
tage of this feeling by secretly fomenting a COnSpiracy.
An insurrection was soon in agitation, and early in Au-
gust, 1837, 2 heterogeneous force; nmambering more than
one thousand men, among whom were a large number

of pueblos, or town Indians, assembled at La Caiiada, a
village about twenty-five milés north of the capital.
Governor Perez conducted a small foree against the in-
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sur - jori
o t?:tntjéat?t a majority of his men went over at the
ﬁiend; e ng lnm' with only twenty-five personal
eyl m}znind with odds the most fearful. A slight
i Wounde; € story : one of his men was killed, two
LGy T},lwl?lle the rest fled precipitately towards
e Whj;;h : e insurgents pursued them to the city.
e they were obliged to flee ; but they Wer;
e e next day, and fourteen of them, including
o OA cers of state, were most inhumanly put to
Abre{.]_- G::?ong the slain were three brothers named
2t Of: 2 tzr]r;‘(l)r Iferez was also butchéred in the sub-
o aa €, his head cut off, and kicked about the
= fane,i e populace. His body remained where it
b ; @ prey to the vultures and wolves, no friend
Shfe::dc])ﬁ'er it sepulture !
onrewdly conjecturing, now that he had rai
:vl,};:l;;?stnt;a; 33 might easily direct the storm liidhi:
; ancement, Armijo, aff
o 3 jo, after the mann
haclil;z dg;;rg-anii }I);zzlv.;tﬁ;e; Santa Anna, suddenly left hej:
he found everything in apgtizza;l: :r;a e
) _ ghtful anarchy—
(I:i?:z rig tl:; hands .of an ignorant mob, and the imé?ﬁ
Soh oh er foreign merchants in hourly expectation
o ir houses and stores would be sacked, and ev
eir lives taken. The rabble dispersed, how,ever s
g;t;:;g no o_ther outrage than electing one of thei;*cc?\jvnn-
Gonzaf; zan ignorant and unlettered fellow named José
S t(; %r;)vezinf)r of New Mexico. They paid no at-
ftionye e claim set up by Armijo, the fomenter, a
posed himself in no way to the antici o
hard blows and knocks which had given th S
ok em the as-
Foiled in his ambition, Armijo once more retired to

his hacienda, a fin
L e estate he had purchased at Albu-
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querque with the proceeds of his cheating, stealing, and
gambling transactions. But an active and ambitious
mind like his could not long remain inert. Through
secret intrigues, he managed, after the lapse of three or
four months, to organize a counter-revolution, and col-
lecting a numerous force, he declared in favour of Fed-
eralism, and marched towards Santa F¢.  He took
quiet possession of this place, as Governor Gonzalez,
finding himself without an army, had fled to the north.
The latter was soon enabled, however, to rally around
him no inconstderable mob ; but Armijo, in'the mean
time, had received heavy re-ciforcements from the
south, and succeeded in routing Gonzalez without loss;
taking him and many of his principal men prisoners.
The unfortunate governor was immediately shot, and
four of his chief officers met with the same fate by order
of Armijo. The latter were put out of the way more;
it is said, to prevent disclosures than for any crime they
had committed ; for they had been Armijo’s confidential
emissaries in the formation of his eriginal plot.

The ambitious tyrant, now that his enemies were ei-
ther murdered or dispersed, reigned supreme m New
Mexico. - One of his first steps was to bribe the army
te proclaim him governor and commander-in-chief; his
next, to send off a highly-coloured account of his own
exploits in favour of Federalism to the city of Mexico,
and ne officer can amore adroitly adopt the high-sound-
ing fanfaronade style in wording a despatch or an ad-
dress than Manuel Armijo. Such disinterested patriot-
ism, such love of the confederacy, and such daring
bravery as he had manifested could not go unreward-
ed, and a return of post from Mexico brought decu-
ments confirming him in his station of governor, with
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the additional title of colon
thief is now rising in the wo‘:‘}doif CEW&}T'Y- e
z The year 1838 passed off without any event of great
Importance—Armijo still governor, and ruling his vas-
sa‘]s with a rod of iron. In the early part of 1839,
without a shadow of law or authority, he deposed aH'
the custom-house officers and appointed his own brother
an'd his other creatures in their stead, in order that he
might have the exclusive conirol and management of
the customs in his own hands. He next, without re-
gard to the federal tariff, established an arbitrary dut
upon all merchandise entering from the United State:;
—$500 upon each wagon-load, without reference to
the quality of the goods it might contain, or their value,
To some of the traders, whose wagons happen to be
hpavﬂy l‘aden with the finer kinds of merchandise. this
sEgular 1Thp<1)si§on is exceedingly favourable ; whi’le o
others, with light or not I it i
ot g valuable loading, it is equally
_From the material which I have at hand, T could
give a connected detail of weekly acts of eruel injustice
and most glaring partiality. Fénélon’s graphic pieture
of a bad ruler has a living and faithful counterpart in
the present governor of New Mexico. Foreigners are
-the especia‘l objects of his hatred ; and acts and decis-
ions affecting the well-being of his whole provinee are
as often founded upon a feeling of hatred towards a
small cl‘ass, or, perhaps, some luckless individual who
has excited his jealousy or fallen under the ban of his
most unaccountable caprice, as upon a sentiment of
Justice and necessity.  Still oftener do his acts of ub-
lic administration have their source in some privatepad~
vantage to which he has a single eye—it may be in the
furthering of some libertine and lustful scheme that
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would disgrace the veriest roué in Christendom.  Still,
there is not that overt demonstration of malice towards
foreigners that he daily makes towards his own erin-

ing and servile countrymen. He is afraid of Anglo-
Saxon blood, and he seeks to spill it by protecting the
knife of the secret assassin, or by influencing, to most
outrageous decisions, his farcical courts of law. Not
unfrequently do his own Justy sinews find congenial
employment, in the open streets of Santa Fé, in wielding
the cane and cudgel about the ears of his native sub-
jeets, and never yet has one been found bold enough to
strike back. - He raps them over the sconce with more
impunity, because with vastly less sentiment, than did
Hamlet the grinning -scull of * poor Yorick.”

Out of a multiplicity 1 will record two anecdotes, in
order to illustrate his system of righting wrongs. The
first came near resulting in a serious quarrel between
the American residents and the governor, and the diffi-
culty was only avoided by the latter abandoning his
objectionable ground. An American named Daley was
wantonly murdered at the gold mines near Santa Fe,
by two ruffians engaged in robbing a store which he
was keeping at that place. The murderers, through
the energy of foreigners, were soon apprehended, and
fully convicted of the crime ; but as they were Mexi-
cans, and had only shed the blood of a heretic, were
permitted to go unwhipped of justice. In July, 1839,
these murderers were again arrested through the inter-
position of the Americans, and a second time brought
to Santa Fé for trial. The friends of the murdered
man now drew up a petition to the governor, in the
most decorous language, praying him to mete out full
justice to the assassins. Armijo, although he knew full
well the justice of their prayer, affected to believe it a
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thj_‘eat against his authority and government—a con-
spiracy ! Upon this pretence he immediately collected
all the m:llitia he could raise, and made preparations fo
one f’f his bravado demonstrations. The Americansr
convinced that no justice could be expected from a t /
rant so unprincipled, and fully understanding the « blué':
mg ga.r?)c?” he had resorted to, at once, with character
istic spirit, prepared to defend themselves. Their ﬁrm'
ness and cool determination frightened the cowardl 4
governor and induced him to send them an apolo etiy
cal_communication, in which he protested that heghaci
entirely misconstrued the petition, and that their j
request should have due attention. e
In the year 1840, I think on the first day of Januar
two most }'espectabie foreigners had the misfortune i:::
kill a _Mexman lad by the accidental discharge of on
of their guns. They were returning to Santa Fé fro :
the gold mines when the unfortunate accident occurregl
and brought the body of the boy into town and at on ’
rePor-ted the circumstance to the authorities Tl(;e
principal alcalde consulted with Armijo as to tlle ste :
h(? should take, and the decision was, without form :S;
tn.al, that the unfortunate foreigners should be put in
prison and held responsible for murder, unless}:| th
could‘ prove themselves innocent ! 'This i; a very c:oey
mon instance of the manner in which the potentite a[g:
ministers justices. But there was something in this case
so palpably unjust, in the eyes of those who knew the
men 'c}nd the facts, as once more to call out such mani-
festations of public disapprobation as induced him to
retract so outrageous a sentence.

In the early part of February, 1840, a concurrence
?f two or three acts of most wanton ijustice, conceived
in cupidity and lust, came near resulting in revolution.

Ge2




ARICE.
HIS GRASPING AV
854

Armijo is an extensive merchan_t, and lt‘be};c:r(;i: ;a. ;::;t
of his policy to pay off the public dues 1;1 o
handise at most enormous profits. Whenit is i
} Emd that he is at once governor, commander-in-c ci
::;eriesiator custom-house officer, auditor, treasurex;rilEL
ju%ige, the; practicability of this policy Iz‘econ'::ls; afr}; e
Public creditors can get no money irom T
because it is always bankrupt, or at least s0 tspm.l o
ed, notwithstanding the custom-house rec:}l:p e
po’rtations are more than enou_gh to pay -f aon_ ,the
which purpose they are especially set apart.

i ta-

occasion alluded to, some twenty regulftr soldgnl's,a z e
i s, were thrown into prison and loade
tioned at Santa Fé, wer oeomesliogled

ith i tents for refusing to
with irons as malecontents , -
wawes in corn from Armijo’s granary at fourbdo];a;":—

f& 4—a measure containing about two bushe -
fah gthey could purchase in market for cash at on
when

third of the price. This outragcous act of té);)a;nnsi
created an unwonted excitementi against its altl s; 0
h so, that he found it necessary to resort to a sp
. ks'o’d of trickery, a display of disinterestedness, to
3‘13“5 th}{;l popular clamour. He advertised_ a contrac]; tci
th: 3llov'.re;st bidder, to furnish the soldu.m: chtlh :;zxzd n:r
“this Mexican display of honesty neit e;r tie fosloner
tisfied even his stupid countrymen ; o'r ¥ e
il?aclared that no one but Armijo could taketthe con ;iid
i i 7 overnment never
o g‘:": ’halft Eilz'x.msfc;‘ll‘lz: ttl;ge matter remained just
o ctfed lb(uz:cr:.irz and just as this most patriotic governor
?‘m?t:nd:d it Zho:.ﬂd, with this excepLion—r-t(li'ne:-t ht;z;r;fleleis;;-
i iscontent became more open an .
fi‘ovﬁz ;igtlisgcziﬁcers of the army, m partlcularl; h;.d fall:(;
under the ban of the goverm?r’s dlspleasu.re' ?1 s;';; %
were now suspected of having used their in
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fomenting the disaffection that scemed universal among
the soldiers. His hatred of these young and meritori-
ous officers had its origin in an affaire &amour, which,
as it exhibits a new phase in the multiplex character of
Armijo—multiplex in all that is corrupt and debasing—
I will here relate.
Don Santiago Abreu,* a minister in the administra-
tion of Governor Perez, and massacred in the former
revolution, left a handsome, and, in such advantages as
her country afforded, an accomplished daughter, Dofia
Soledad Abreu ; a maiden whom fifteen summers had
ripened into early womanhood. After Armijo’s eleva-
tion, he insidiously beset the fair doncella with libertine
intentions ; but she proudly and scornfully resisted all
his advances, fortified not more, perhaps, by a sentiment
of intrinsic virtue than by the inveterate hatred she en-
tertained for the governor. She knew that he had been
the mortal enemy of her father—the undoubted instiga-
tor of his assassination—such a miscreant could find
little favour with the pretty Soledad. But this great man
Wwas not to be so easily foiled, and attempted by intrigue
what he had failed to accomplish in a direct way. He
mfluenced a match between Dofia Soledad and Esqui-
pulas Caballero, one of his ensigns, and in the plenitude
of his good-nature honoured their nuptials by officiating
as sponsor at the ceremony.
He now renewed his vile importunities, and, as he sap-
posed, with better prospect of success. He held, in a
manner, the destiny of the young officer in his hands ;
butin every attempt to accomplish his unholy object he
Was most signally baffled. The maiden and the wife
prowed alike invulnerable to his solicitations and his

* I believe that this

_ man was governor of New Mexico about the year
1832,
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threats. At last, convinced of the impregnable v.;ig;e
of Soledad, he gave up the pursuit, and began m - ng
good the deep oaths of vengeance hehh'c;d of‘;en sw.‘3 t(;
irectly, but he found mean
Her he could not reach directly, i
ing husband and her favourite
degrade her unoffending s 3
in his ‘army, nam
cle, who was also a young ensign I
: i d review of the troops,
Ramon Baca. Ordering a gran ;
i i humble these young ca
with no other intention than to -

i k above them sever:
dets, he publicly promoted to a rank abe em se
o:ﬁc’ers Ef inferior grade—a most gaﬁtllng ;]ilg;t(,;‘nvie

o : = _
f a young military aspirant, and a
ey::lcc:e Wo}lr'thy only of the great Armlqo. He even
g:omcoted from the rank of common soldier to a grz:lde
zbove the’m, a fellow who had beep an agent and pan {%r
in many of his licentious transactions. The young offi-
cers, who were the most deserving and mentonovlev. u;
the \,vvhole corps, now finding themsel_v_es at th:_a tai ?1
the army, presented a respectful petition to .lus ci;zc;l -
lency, praying to be reinstated. 'Ijhls S0 irrltatt?f ]: e
tyra}x?t, that he threatened them with mStzn't' de_;a.th '1mt p:sr
i in wi ar i -
tured to molest him again with simi :
i:ﬁiii:: nasd Caballero, the husband of the px;tgﬁ Sotled
: ici favouring the disaffecte
d, upon affected suspicion of ; .
:;d’ile?: was cast into prison with them and heavily
ironed !
lmll?lzzca, upon some frivolous charge, was ordered (;:mt
of the country. The 9th of February was the hay
fixed by the governor for his banishmdent;;utf?vnzr;
i declared to his irie
time came the young man : s
:}}:Zt h?: would not depart, but would raisc an msgr;eti:n
tion and sacrifice his and their oppressor;or Per% s
the attempt. With a sword at his side he pror.ne. Y
the streets of Santa Fé during the fox:t.en,oon,‘ with gra-Il 4
boldness walked directly under Armijo’s windows

ITS FAILURE.

held conferences with the soldiers. Withont a friend to
inform him of the young officer’s intention, Armijo re-
mained in utter ignorance of the plot; yet the inhab-
itants were all aware of the intended
anxiously awaited an outbreak they dee

But the good fortune of the despot did n
this extremity.

revolution, and
med inevitable.
ot desert him in
Had a'single blow been struck, his
pPower and his oppressions would have ended ; for,
whenever the star of his destiny tends downward, it
will gravitate with a velocity vastly accelerated by the
universal hatred in which he is held by his subjects ;
but when called upon by the heroic Baca the soldiers at
first hesitated, and then declared that they would ren-
der him no assistance. They had promised to aid, to join
him ; but either from lack of confidence in him as a
leader, or from craven fear of Armijo, they were de-
terred from an open demonstration. Thus was this em-
bryo revolution, which gave such excellent promise,
crushed through the timidity of a handful of soldiers.

In the afternoon, young Bacawmounted his horse, and
riding to the barracks, madea short speech to his breth-
ren in arms. It was a farewell address, couched in
decorous terms, and at its conclusion the really g;;]la.nt
officer departed on his exile, But by this time Armijo
had obtained information of the contemplated revolf,
and immediately sent off a detachment of dragoons
with orders to bring back the young officer, dead or
alive. He was overtaken, and thinking himself betray-
ed by the soldiery, quietly gave up his arms, was
guarded back go Santa Fé, and thrust into the same
dungeon with his friend Caballero. At first jt was
thoﬁght that Armijo would order them to immediate ex-
ecution ; but fearing the populace, among whom they

“had so many friends, he finally sent them off to the city
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of Mexico to be triedifor treason, himself to farnish al(:
the proof. The father of young Caballero, a brave ane
meritorious officer, but broken down by age z‘md chs:,ll-
pation, was carried to the door of AI‘!:!‘ILJD to intercede
for his son; but the tyrant denied him an audience.
The shock was too much for the (?ld man : he was
borne to his home only to be carried thence to his
grave, and his loss was much lamented by both foreign-
atives. : ;
ers;l‘ai:;d;oung officers were rcleasec.i on reachl.ng C.ht;
“fiuahua, and afterward visited the city of Mexico wi
the hope of obtaining redress. They were wnable to
effect anything, however, for by the time they were .Ql-
lowed a hearing the Texan expedition to N.ew Mexico
began to be agitated, and the aspect of affairs at Santa
Fé was now too critical for the General Government to

think of tampering with her tyrannical‘govemor._

In his mc&e palacio at Santa Fé he is more the des-
pot than anywhere else, maintaining himself proudly,
and enforcing all the #gal homage and courtly cere-

monial exacted by the veriest tyrant. A guard, mus-
ket shoulder, marches before the entrance to hll)s
door, denying entrance to all unless they ‘have first ob-
tained the royal permission. Should his exeellency
feel in the humour of walking out, the ery fri::m tl}e cen-
tinela is, “ The governor and comma}p%{ar-m—chmf ap-
pears I” and this is echoed and re-echeed .from'ever_y
guard in and about the barracks. When his majesty is
in the street, each dutiful subject ta?és off whatever
apology for a hat he may have on hishead. Sl{ould
the governor’s wife, a gross, brazen-faced woman, issue
from the building, the form is even more ridiculous, for

then the cry of « La gobernadora I” or * La comman-,

dante generala I” tesounds on every side. This woman

£

&

4

HIS DEPRAVITY.

is contaminated with every depraved habit known to
human nature ; and as her husband is a debauchee by
“special prerogative,” she does not scruple to act as his
aleahuetainall his amours. In the mean time she is not
without her own lovers—a worthy couple, traly !
It is strange how this man has been able 45 maintain
his despotic and arbitrary sway among a people ac-
knowledging no law but that of force. The inhabitants
are far more dissatisfied with his administration than
they were with that of Perez and his cabinet of Abreus;
¥yet so far they have dared to do no more than plot rev-
olutions against their oppressor. He continues to hold
SJay in a country where he has not a real friend upon
whom he can depend ; even his sycophantic favourites
would prove his bitterest enemies were he once in ad-
versigf® Could the Texans have entered New Mexico
# fa body, with plenty of provisions, Armijo would have
4 f fled with his ill-gotten wealth, and the new-comers
; would have been hailed by all parties as deliverers.

I might diversify this hasty bisgraphy of Dign Manuel
Armijo, from the abundant material which I have yet by
me unused, with storiés of his atrocious acts that ould
bring a blush uposthe brow of tyranny. I might de-
tail many horrible murders which he has committed.
I'could elate many a thrilling story of his abuse of the
rights of women, that would make Saxon hearts burn
with indignant fire; for Saxon hearts enshrine the
fothers of men as objects sacred and apart. T might
speak of his comniving with the Apache Indians, in
their robberies of his neighbours of the State of Chihua-
hua, by furnishing this hardy mountain tribe with pows

. der and balls and guns, knowing that with them they
would*fall, like the eagle, from their fastnesses, upon his
own céuntrymen. I could give a catalogue of men’s

4
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names whom he has banished from their c-wn‘EE rizr_::l;z:
and homes, for no reason but };.)ecaus.e theydwb e
way. Assassinations, robberies, violent de gith ar(;
extortions, and innumerable acts of 'broken i
themes upon which I am armed with abuurlldar;liCken
raost veritable detail ; but my readers wo e re-,
and my narrative leads mﬂe1 ;:inother way.
one with him. :
ma;;‘llilse 3;:1; :‘dediportment of Armi.jo are noi} il ;::li
culated to strike a timorous -people with avr\;? : n‘::n -
have before remarke{ii }11;; 1ts :fn]garﬁle;ngzr yNOL ,One
ntenance an ustert Z :
?ct»zr:r (t:i(::;e of personal bravery does he poss;ss, bvuot#:
imown to be a most arrant coward. In all t ?i re o
tions that have taken place since he first ;oyfrt:;éc epi
his own person has never been. expose ild'ans et
one instance. In a skirmish with some hn xﬁn -l
ceived a wound in the leg, from whigh e sd 1 cen:
but the action was not of his own seeking, ana b ex
duct on this occasion was that pf a mmll1 eng ,51 b
business anything but to hi_s liking. He - a;kr: = gr =
capital, however, of his ::ﬂpple % at:h;t e
exemplar, Santa Anna, is detetjml o &
shall never forget that he received it while enc
§h31 ot nemy. But the master-stroke of this glteat
i th‘:: t?ze cajgturing the Texan Santa Fé Expedition.
r'f‘:gs: small squads of tattered- soldiers, t'ak?l:i piece-
meal, in his grandiloquent bullefm he multiplie ;lntoiz
le '1011 of Buckramites—for which act of m;st tae]zn .
dfl‘hlﬂ’ he was, all in good time, knighted by‘ ans s
na. aI‘Ie knows his people thorough]y., having e
their character with a most acute dlscerﬂmo =
common remark of his is, “ Vale mas estar % brive
valiente que serlo” —it is better to be thoug!
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than really to be so—and thus, by blustering and swag-
gering, he keeps the timid natives in subjection.

It may be thought singular that no attention is paid
fo Armijo’s tyranny by the general government ; but
his policy is only part of that which has obtained in
many of the departments. In our own confederacy,
We regard intelligence as the great bond of union ; the
reverse is the case in Mexico—a sufficient test fo
prove that the so-called Republic is no Republic at

all. To General Manuel Armijo I will now bid adieu;
again saying, that, how-
ng his portrait
he cannot urge a single syllable against its

but I cannot do it without

ever much he may be astonished at seei
thus taken,

fidelity.
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Unrealized Hopes.—A Brood of unhatched Chickens.—We are quartered
with our Companions.—Arrival of = QOld Paint.” —Joy at seeing the Vet-
eran.—Another Meeting with Friends—Stories of Su ffering.—Liberated
Prisoners again confined —Amijo and Lewis.—Departure for the City of
Mexico.—A long and gloomy March before us.— The Brute Salezar in

Command.—Bustamente and the Women of San Miguel —Causes of the
Failure of the Santa Fé Expedition. — Arrival at a deserted Mission.—
Sufferings of the Prisoners from Cold.—More of Salezar’s Brutalities.—
The dreary March continued.—Arrival at Pino’s Rancho— Farther Suf-
ferings.—A cold Camping-ground —Hard Fare.—Frostbitten Feet—Hor-
rible Threat of Salezar.— San Domingo.—Kindness of the Women.—San
Felipe—First Sight of the Rio Grande—Al godones.—A Second % Black
Hole of Calcutta »—Arrival at the Indian Village of Sandia, — A singu-
lar Rite.—Description of the Inhabitants —Alameda—Secene in an Oven.
—Misery makes us acquainted with strange Bedfellows.—Sufferings on
the Increase.—Bottoms of the Rio Grande ; their Fertility.—AJbuquequue
in Sight —Herons and Wild Geese—A dashing Mexican Horseman—
Lieutenant Homnsby abducted—Arrival at Albuquergue—The Family of
Armijo—Farther Kindness of the Women.—General Pike’s Journal—The

Pretty Girl of Albuguerque.
I awoke on the morning of the 17th of October with

full confidence that I had passed my last night in prison,
Vor. I-H »




