212 THE MALCONTENTS.

show that it was not adopted without cogent reasons, most of
which occur of themselves to the minds of all who are
acquainted with the condition of things here. To that end I
beg that it may be laid before the General-in-chief and the
Secretary of War,

I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant.

Z. Tavror, Major General U. 8. A., commanding.
The Adjutant General, Washington.

The fault-finders in our army were chiefly Texans. On
the night of tl{e 23d of September they had obtained pos-
session of the highest houses in the vicinity of the great
plaza, and, unsated with slaughter, they but waited for the
morning to avenge signally the hoarded wrongs suffered
during their long war for independenee. The capitulation
on the 24th, of course, disappointed all their sweet and long
cherished hopes of vengeance. Fortunately for the Mexican
population the American General knew how to crown a
triumph with mercy. It appears from the Mexican * History
of the War,” that some of the enemy were equally dissatis-
fied with the finale of the siege, and, it must be admitted,
with better reason.* Both parties of malcontents, however,

in complaining, sin against humanity.

* ¢ The second interview resulted in the capitulation, in whieh the commis-
sioners were the Generals Raquena, Conde, and Don Manuel Maria del Llano, a
capitulation which, with cutting irony, was eslled komorable. This was, that the
army should retain their arms and baggage, a battery of six pieces, ammunition
for twenty-four rounds each, one supply of catridges for the boxes, and the rest of
the material to be given to the Americans, who agreed on their part not to pass
the line of the Muertos, Linares, and Victoria, for two months, in which time
efforts would be diligently made to accomplish a peace.

% On the 25th, at eleven o’clock, our troops evacuoated the citadel, in front of a
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Daring the protracted conference of the 24th, and indeed
until the morning of the 25th; we remained under arms.
Pending the negotiation, many citizens came over to our
lines, and offered themselves as prisoners of war. We
declined to be troubled with them, and they joyfully scat-
tered through the surrounding country, as glad, apparently,
to leave the city as we were to enter it. - Large parties of all
ages passed quietly under our guns in the direction of Gande-
loupe, a picturesque village that showed its scattered roofs in
the valley before the city, on the road to Viectoria. Others
fording the river behind the town, escaped into the rugged
fastnesses of the Sierra. On the 25th, we took possession of
the citadel, and became masters of the city. A largequan-
tity of ammunifion, npward of forty pieces of artillery, and
a considerable amount of tobacco, elothing, and other publie
stores fell into our hands. Thus within a week after onr
arrival before Monterey, the more numerons Mexican army
had been forced into a disgraceful capitulation, and driven
beyond the Sierra Madre, north of which no standard now
floated but that of the United States.

column of the enemy, commanded by General Smith. Our forces struck their flag,
a salute sounded from the ordnance, and our banner fell degraded. ‘The victors
took possession of the fortress, and in hoisting their standard hailed it with hurras
of delight, while we were overwhelmed with humiliation and grief. Our forces
were lodged in the eastern part of the city, not having saved more than their per-
sonal effects and six pieces of artiilery.

* Thus terminated the defense of Monterey. The simple relation of events will
excuse us from all commentary. The judgment of the sensible part of the natien
will approve this course. * * * * QOur generals, with the exception of those
we have honorably mentioned, suffered in the contempt of their enemies a severe
chastisement, probably deserved. When the difficulties ol a cotemporary de-
scription are removed, the impartial pen of the historian, referring to these trans-
actions, will reveal some names to infamy."— Notes for the History of the War.
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214 THE APPEARANCE OF OUR ARMY.

A large number of the inhabitants, including nearly all

the most respectable citizens, retired with the army, scowling

hatred and defiance on us as they marched out. The Mex-
jcan historian says—‘‘ When the inhabitants of Monterey
saw the last of our army depart, they could not resolve to
remain among the enemy, and many of them abandoning
their houses and husiness; carrying their children, and fol-
lowed by their wives, traveled on foot behind the- troops.
Monterey was converted into a vast cemetery. The unburied
heaps, the dead and putrid mules, the silence of the streets,
all gave a fearful aspect to the city.” The people who
lingered behind were, at first, exceedingly sullen and shy,
certain ‘ gentlemen in black,” having inflamed their minds
against us *“ outside barbarians,”” representing the volunteers
as the scum of the United States, and destitute both of honor
and courage.

And in sooth, the spectacle that some of us presented on
entering the city was not very well calculated to undeceive
them, though I believe we had the advantage of Falstaff’s
army, and could, perhaps, boast more than *a shirt and a
half» to each company. But our jackets looked exceedingly
shabby, and a pair of whole trowsers was a rarity. Our
beards and hair too, had grown to a great length, so that our
personal appearance must have been rather savage and gro-
tesque. Some of the Monterey people, in their letters to
the newspapers of the interior cities, described us as ““a set
of ragged vagabonds, nearly resembling the Camanche
Indians, in manners, ferocity, and appearance.” Compli-
mentary, certainly! But may we not be permitted to write

AMPUDIA’S PROCLAMATION. 215

beneath this portrait, thus drawn by the pencils of our ene-
mies, the words of Henry V. to the French herald on the
field of Agincourt:

“We are but warriors for the working day ;

Our gayness and our gilt are all besmirched

With rainy marching in the painful field ;

There’s not a piece of feather in our host,

(Good argument, I hope, we shall not fly,)

And time hath worn us into slovenry =
Baut, by the mass, our hearts are in the trim.”

In connection with the subject of this chapter, the truly,
and . therefore truthless, Mexican proclamation, issued by
General Ampudia, after his arrival at Saltillo, is subjoined.*

* “Tpg, GENERAL COMMANDING THE ARMY OF THE NORTH, TO
THE PEOPLE OF THE THREE DEPARTMENTS, Tamavnieas, New Lrox, axp Coarwira.

“ Fellow-Citizens: Occupied, before all things, in providing for the defense of the
rights and integrity of the territory of our beloved Republic against the cnemy who
has invaded her soil, the supreme government thought proper to intrust to me the
command of the patriotic troops destined, on the northern frontier, to this holy pur-
pose. laceepted with enthusiasm the post assigned me, (for the zeal with which 1
have everdefended the holy cause of the people, is notorious to every cne,) and in
tha beginniog of the month assumed the direction of such means as were within
my power to repel the advance of the enemy. But fearing that the charge would
prove too great for my feeble abilities, I solicited the worthy and most excellent
Senor, General Don Juan Neponuceno Almonte, to come and relieve me from the
commaind of the army, presuming that the illustrious conqueror of Panuco would,
on his return to Mexico, resume the reins of our National Government.

On the 19th inst., the enemy having appeared in the vicinity of Monterey, and
encamped in the San Domingo wood—their damp being one league in length, and
three leagues in circumference— I ordered their movements to be carefully observed,
and hostilities to be commenced forthwith, the generals under my command being
all decided to risk a battle rather than retreat. The redoubts of the citadel opened
their fires the same day upon the enemy, who were occupied, during that and the
suceeeding day, in reconnoitering and preparing for the attack.

On the 2ist, the assaunlt was made by a formidable body of their troops, chiefly of
the regular army, apon our redoubts of the Teneria, the Rincon del Diabolo, and
the bridge of the Purisima, but they were glorionsly repulsed by our valiant veter-
ans, with a positive loss to our adversaries of fifteen Aundred men.

On the morning of the 22d, General Taylor directed his columns of attack against
the Bishop's Hill, an elevation commanding the city; and although in their first
advance they were repulsed in a skirmish, a full brizade of regulartroops retorned
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216 SANTA ANNA’S VEXATION,

That farrago of vanity, deceit, sycophaney, bombast, and
falsehood, does not accord very well with his actions during
the battle, or his words at the subsequent conference. The
reader will not fail to remark how lightly the veracious
Pedro treats his recent defeat, and how obsequiously he
endeavors to propitiate ‘the worthy and most excellent
Senor, Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna,” whom the rev-
olution of August had recently recalled from exile, and
re-established in power. That distinguished Mexican, dis-
appointing the hopes of those who permitted him to land at
Vera Cruz, had placed himself at the head of the war party,
and was then engaged in organizing a grand army at San
Louis - Potosi, which he proposed marching to the north.
We are informed that, ““irritated by the news of the fall of

to the charge. Unfortunately, two pieces of cannon and a mortar, which defended
the position, got out of order, and became useless, and although as soon as advised
of it, I sent a reinforcement, it reached the hill too late; the enemy had already
succeeded in obtaining possession of the castle. This accident compelled me 1o
concentrate my foree in the Plaza, in order to present to the foe a more vigorous
defense, and to repel on the 22d, as was done, the assaults made by them through
the streets and houses of the city. But, as under the circumstances, I suffered
great scarcity of ammunition, and in spite of the ardor with which the entire army,
both regulars and auxiliaries, were animated, I proposed to the American General
a parley, which resulted in an understanding by which the honor of the nation and
the army, the personnel, aims, and equipments were preserved.

Thisis a true statement of the operations of the campaign up to the 24th inst;
and if an inadequate supply of means, and other circumstances, have led to this
result, we have not yet cause for a moment’s dismay, for the Republic will now put
forward all her elements ot greatness, and with one single victory, which we may,
shall, and must obtain, will solve the problem definitely in favor of onr arms.

People of the east! the event which occurred at Monterey, is of little moment.
The favorite general of the Mexicans, the worthy and most excellent Senor, Don
Antonio Liopez de Santa Anna, will promptly take charge in person of the direction
of the campaign. Let ihe sacred fire of patriotism continue to burn in your bo-
soms, and without fail we will triumph over our enemies.

Pepgo DE: AMpuDiA.
Head-Quarters, Saltillo, September 29, 1846,
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Monterey, he determined to chastise those who had not
known how to profit by the defenses of the place and the

enthusiasm of the troops.” Upon the arrival of Ampudia
at his head-quarters, he immediately sent that general before
a court-martial. As often happens in such ecases, Pedro

endeavored to throw the responsibility upon subordinate offi-
cers. However, Santa Anna soon decided that there were
no grounds for a prosecution, and published orders vindi-
cating the accused. A wise conclusion this, most excel-
lent Antonio! - For if to be beaten by inferior numbers
was of itself to constitute a sufficient cause for the trial of
Mexican officers, none of the enemy’s generals, not even
¢ the illustrious conquerer of Panuco,” would eventually
have escaped the opération of the precedent.

The following congratulatory order appropriately closes
the narrative of the battle of Monterey ; a conflict of arms
especially interesting to the country, as the first of the war
in which its citizen soldiers participated. The victory of
Buena Vista is commonly regarded as the most brilliant, not
only of the campaign, but of the war. Yet it may well be
questioned whether it ‘reflects more luster upon American
arms than that of Monterey. True, there was a more fear-
fal array of numbers ranged under Santa Anna’s banners;
but were his 20,000 as-formidable to volunteers, as Ampu-
dia’s 10,000 behind the walls and guns of Monterey? At
Buena Vista too, be it remembered, we had a fair field for
our superb batteries of horse-artillery; any one of which
was an overmatch for a brigade of Mexican troops, as wit-
ness the digraceful route of General Minon’s brigade by the
two pieces under Lientenants Shover and Donaldson.
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218 TAYLOR'S CONGRATULATORY ORDER.

Orders Head- Quarters, Army of Occupation,
No. 123. Camp near Monterey, September 27, 1846.

The commanding general has the satisfaction to congratu-
late the army under his command upon another signal tri-
umph over the Mexican forces. Superior to us in numbers,
strongly fortified, and with an immense preponderance of
artillery, they have yet been driven from point to point,
until forced to sue for terms of capitulation. Such terms
have been granted as were considered due to the gallant
defense of the town, and to the liberal policy of our own
government.

The general begs to return his thanks to his commanders,
and to all his officers and men, both of the regular and vol-
unteer forces, for the skill, the conrage, and the perseverance
with which they have overcome 1aanifold difficulties, and
finally achieved a victory, shedding luster upon the American
arms.

A great result has been obtained, but not without the loss
of many gallant and accomplished officers, and brave men.
The army and the country will deeply sympathize with the
families and friends of those who have thus sealed their
devotion with their lives.

By order of Major General Tavror,

W. W. S. Buss,
Assistant Adjutant General.
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TaERE is no sitnation that so severely tries the discipline
of the soldier as' a life of inaction in the enemy’s country.

The stimulus to exertion and the dangers attending the pres-

ence of a hostile force being removed, his thoughts begin to
fasten themselves on pleasures and dissipations, to which the
weaknesses and perhaps the manners of the conquered peo-
ple offer many temptations. Especially is this the case when
cantoned in a city, or in a camp, like that at San Domingo,
within a short league of one. Though, as in our regiment,
every effort be made, by the establishment of a strict system
of police instructions, by the encouragement to manly exer-
cises' and diversions, and by the promise of extra pay for
certain important labors not in the line of duty, to employ
the time and attract the attention of troops, yet will the com-




