Ex. Doc. No. 41.

be because you prove the strongest in battle. I suggest to you to

stop at the Sapillo, and I will mdrch to the Vegas. .We will meet

and negotiate on the plains between them.”

The artillery were detained some time in passing the Sapillo.
This kept us exposed to the sun on the plains for four hours; but it
gave the colonel time to reflect on the message with which he should
dismiss the lancers; as there was some apprehension that Captain
Cook was detained, their discharge became matter. for reflection.
Sixteen miles brought us in sight of the Vegas, a village on the
stream of the same name.

A halt was made at this point, and the colonel called up the lieu-
tenant and lancersand said to them, ‘“She road'to Santa Fé is now
as free'to you as to myself. Say to G®neral Armijo, I shall soon
meet him, and T hope 1t will be as friends.”

At parting, the lieutenant embraced the colonel, Captain Turnér,
and myself, who happened to be standing near.

The country to-day was rolling, almost mountainous, and cov-
ered in places with scoriz. Grass began to show itself, and was
interspersed with malva pedata, lippia cunefoRa, and several new
species of geraniace, bartonia, and convelvulus. ~The soil was
good enough apparently, but vegetation was stunted from' the want
of rain. As we emerged from the hills intothe valley of the Vegas,
our eyes were greeted for the first time with waving corn. The
stream was flooded, and the little drains by which the fields were
irrigated, full to the brim. The dry soil seemed to drink it in with
the avidity of our thirsty horses. The village, at a short distance,

looked like an extensive brick-kiln. On approaching, ‘its outline
presented a square with some arrangements for defence. = Into this
square the inhabitants are sometimes compelled to retreat, with all
their stock), to avoid the attacks of the Eutaws and Navahoes, who
pounce upon them and carry off their women, children, and cattle.
Only a few days since, they made a descent on the town and car-
ried off 120 sheep and other stock. As Captain Cook passed, through
the town some ten days’ since; a murder had just been committed
on' these helpless people. Our camp extended for a mile down the
valley; on one side was the stream, on the other the cornfields,
with no fence or hedge interposing.  'What a tantalizing prospect
for our hungry and jaded nags; the water was free, but a chain of
sentinels was posted to protect the corn, and strict orders given
that it should not be disturbed.

Captain Turner was sent to the village to inform the alcalde that
the colonel wished to see him and the head men of the town. In
a 'short time' down came the alcalde and two captains of militia;
with numerous servants, prancing and careering their little nags
mto camp. .

Observations.—9 altitudes of polaris in the north, 7 of arcturus
in the ‘east, and 7 of alpha aquilz in the east.

Latitude 35% 35105,

Longitude 74. 00m. 46s.

Height, by the barometer, 6,418 feet.

Auvgust 15.—12 o’clock last night information was received that
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6Q0 men had collected at the pass which deboucheslmtc; the:rz§§s,
two miles distant, and were to oppose our march. In the m oy
' i eet the.enemy. - At'7, the army
orders were given to prepare to m :: efimritiai
moved, ‘and just as we made the r("md] lezr:?ngent Liegutenant ity
Major Swords, of the quartermaster S'\(F\Fcell)( L 7j0ined o o
mer, of the engineers, and Captain gl - e e
For,t e preie?;efihgoell?::; efeat]i?e'v United States.
e i 5 : !
%Lsesjlronha?ishg:?;d:;; \ge‘::eerto have a battle,” and rode sixty miles
furi i in it. : :
dux:%iﬁllj n;%?;izgl;}f the general was in the public square, whirt%
he was génez by the alcalde anld_ peop‘lﬁ(;)rrsn:i:la};ﬁf whom were mou
le'seem to live on k. f

ed’,fl‘fl‘lof.er ggzziall)e;cﬁnted to the top of oﬂe Olf t%x;1rt}l:otuisfs;1,;::1(:$1daég
built of one story, and suggested to the alcalde z; Taldegs

ace he and his staff would follow; and from point,
:;)hz};ztalfll could hear and see, he would speak to them; which h(.e :
dl?‘,l\iriisr‘.ﬁ:&lllgﬁz.e and.people of New Mexico: I have come at?onfs:
you by the orders of my g.ov‘fl:nm]ent, t? :ﬁ{:eU[:;f:(e‘ssSl&rie(; YWe

and extend over it the laws o -
Eg‘;snﬁg; it, and have done so for some time, a part ?f th;: tel;lré:o;{;
of the United States. We come amongst you as irien :::n o)
enemies; as protectors—not as conquerors. We come 2 g

enefit—not for your injury. . i
foi‘yi-?:;czforth I absolve you from all allegiance to the %Ie};;czg
government, and from all obedience to General Armijo. 1.neor :
longer your governor; [great sensation.] Lam your %ovﬁe o };Om_
shall not expect you to take up arms and follow n:lle,: 0 thgat g
own people who may oppose me; but I now tell you, ok
who remain peaceably at home, attending to the;r' crc};lpg a e
herds, shall .be protected'by me in their property, & ;]rnpbe disi
and their religion; and net a pepper, nor an omon,hs aonsent o
turbed or taken by my troops without pay, or by the c.]l .
the owner. But listen! he who promises to be quiet, and 1s
i against me; I will hang. i ;
m‘?}?imgthe Mexifcan government you have never rercel}red p:}?e
tection. The Apaches and the Navajhoes come d()'“n ro‘rghen-
mountains and carry off your sheep, and even your“v. ohrr_;:an, Al
ever they please. My government will correct a t ;a. i s
keep off the Indians, protect you in your persons anu.I l?noay g&
and, I repeat again, will protect you in your'rehgﬁor}. T Youyau
are all great Catholics; that'some of your priests have to d) o
sorts of stories—that we should ill-treat your women, an e
them on the cheek as you do your mules on the hip. It 1sPa : at:n;
My government respects your religion as much as tthe ;ﬁse}s‘eart
religion} and allows each ‘man to worship hlS. Crea oi'las g
tells him is best.+ Its laws protect the Catholicas we 29 he 20
testant; the weak as well as the strong; the poor as well asthi
rich. I am not a Catholic ‘myself—I was not brought up l(;ll aj
faith; but at least one-third of my army are Catholies, an re
spect a good Catholic as much as a good P;otestant.
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‘““Thera goesimy army-=—you see but a small portion of ‘it; there
are many more behind—resistance is useless.

“Mr. alcalde, and you two captains of militia, the laws of m
country require that all men who hold office under it-shall take the
oath of allegiance. .I do not wish for the present, until' affairs be-
come more settled, to disturb your form of government.  If you
are prepared to take oaths of allegiance, I shall continue you in
office and support your authority.”

This was a bitter pill; but-it was swallowed by the discontented
captain, with downcast eyes. The general remarked to him, in
hearing of all the people: ¢ Captain,look me in the face while you
repeat the oath of office.” The hint was understood; the oath
takenj and the alcalde and the two captains pronounced to be con-
tinued in office. The citizens were enjoined to obey the alealde,
&c. &c.  The people grinned, and exchanged looks of satisfaction;
but seemed not to have the boldnessto express what they evidently
felt—that their burdens, if not relieved, were at least shifted fo
some ungalled parf of the body. .

We descended by the same ricketty ladder by which we had
climbed to the tops of the houses, mounted: our hiorses; and rode

briskly forward to encounter our 600 Mexicans in the gorge of the
mountains, two miles distant.

The sun shone with dazzling brightness; the guidons and eolors
of each squadron, regiment, and battalion were for the first time
unfurled. The drooping horses seemed to take courage from the

gay array. The trumpeters sounded ¢ to horse,” with spirit, and
the hills multiplied and re-echoed the call:. All wore the aspect
of a gala day; and, as we approached the gorge, where we expected
to meet the enemy, we broke into a brisk trot, then into-a full ‘gal-
lop, preceded by a squadron of horse. The gorge was passed, but
no persen seen. S

One by one the guidons ‘were furled; the men looked disappoint-
ed, and'a few minutes found us dragging our slow lengths along
with the usual indifference in regard to every subject except that
of overcoming space.

Two miles further brought us to another pass as formidable as
the first; and all the intermediate country was broken and covered
with a dense growth of pine, pifion, and cedar. Here the moun-
tains of red sand-stone, dispesed in horizontal strata, begin to rise
to the height of a thousand feet above the road. Nine miles more
brought us to Taceloté.

Here we met the alcalde and the people in the cool and spacious
residence of the former, where the drama above described was
again enacted. This time it was graced by the presence of the
women with their bare ankles, round plump arms, and slippered
feet. ;

We marched ten miles farther, to the Vernal springs; and halted
at the upper spring, and observed for time and latitude about 500
feet south of the upper spring.

Observed 9 altitudes of polaris, 7 of alpha aquike, and 7 of ate-
turus.  Latitude 35° 23’ 19”; longitude 74. 0lm. 23s. :
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i indicated by the barometer 6,299 feet.

g;:ggitlsttlilﬁl.i\’\’e m};rched to San Miguel, where General Kearny

assembled the people and harangued them much in the same man-

Vegas. e
neii;()artts“fowigached us at every step that the people were rising,
and that Armijo.was collecting a forrrzldablf force to oppose %1}:
march at the celebrated pass of the Canon, 15 miles from Santa é.
About the middle of the day’s march the two Pueblo Indians, pre-
viously sent in to sound the chief men of lthat formidable t%be,
were seen in the distance, at full speed; with arms and legs h_oth
thumping into the sides of their mules at every stride. Something
was now surely in the wind. The smaller and foremost of t]hg two
dashed up to the general, his face radiant with joy, and exclaimed,
¢ they are in the Cafion,my brave, pluck up your courage and pusl;_
them out.” As soonas his extravagant delight at the prospect %
a fight, and the pleasure of commumcat‘{ng the news, had subsided,
he gave a pretty accurate idea of Armijo’s force and pesition.

The road passed over to-day was good, but the face of the i‘,c::{m-w
try exceedingly rugged, broken,and covered with pinon andlce ar.
To the left; one or two miles distant, towers a wall, near yhper—
pen'dicular, 25000 feet high, apparently level on the top,and s OWE‘
ing, as near as I could judge from the.road, an immense siratum o

-stone.
re(‘ii\FSznt:i{n:ned from the road to the creek, where there were a few
rancherias, to encamp; at which place we passed an uncomfortable
night, the water being hard to reach, and the grass very bad.

%arometrie height 6,346 feet. ‘ i :

August 17.—The picket guard, stationed on'the road, capture
the son of Saliza, who, it is said; is to play an important part in
the defence of this country, and the same who behaved so brutally
to the Texan prisoners. 'The son was at San Miguel yesterday,
and heard from a concealed place all that passed. ' It is supposed,
at this time, he was examining the positien, strength, &e.; of our
army, to report to his father. : ot

A rumor has reached camp that the 2,000 Mexicans assembled in
the Cafion to oppose us, have quarrelled among themselves;“that
Armijo, taking advantage of the dissensions, fled with his dragoons
and artillery to the south. He has long been suspected of wishing
an excuse to fly. It is well known he has been averse to a battle,
but some of his people threatened his life if he refused to fight.
He has been, for some days, more in fear of his own people than
of the American army. He has seen what they are blind 1g: the

ness of resistance.

hogesli\?z approached the ruins of the ancient town of Pecos,a large
fat fellow, mounted on a mule, came towards us at full speed, and
extending his hand to the general, congratulated him on the arrival
of himself and army. He said, with a roar of laughter, Armljg
and his troops have gone to hell, “and the Cafion is all clear.
This was the alcalde of the settlement, two miles up the Pecos
from the ruins, where we encamped, 15% miles‘from our last camp,
and two miles from the road.
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Pecos, once a fortified town, is built on a promontory or rock,
somewhat in the shape of -a foot. - Here burned, until within seven
years, the eternal fires-of Montezuma, and the remains of the
architecture exhibit; in a prominent manner, the engraftment of
the Catholic chureh upon the ancient religion of the country. At
one end of the short spur forming the terminus of the promontory,
are the remains of the estuffa, with all its parts distinct; at the
other are the remains of the Catholic church, both showing the dis-
tinctive marks and emblems of the two religions. . The fires from
the estuffa burned and sent their incense through the same altars
from which was preached the docirine of Christ. Two religions
so utterly different in theory, were here, as in all Mexico, blended
in harmonious practice until about ‘a century since, when the town
was sacked by a band of Indians. " i
& Amidst the havoc of plunder of the city, the faithfal Indian man-
'aged to keep his fire burning in the estuffa; and it was continued
till a few years since—the tribe became almost extinct. Their de-
xotions rapidly diminished their numbers, until they became so few
as to be unable to keep their immense estuffa (forty feet in diame-
ter) replenished, when they abandoned the place and joined a tribe
of the original race over the mountains, about sixty miles sduth.
There, it is said, to this day they keep up their fire, which has
never yet been extinguished. The labor, watchfulness, and expo-
sure to heat consequent on this practice of their faith, is fast re-
ducing this remnant of the Montezuma race; and a few years will,
in all probability, see the last of this interesting people. The ae-

- companying sketches will give a much more accurate representa-
tion of these ruins than any -written descriptions. The remains of
the modern church, with its crosses, its cells, its dark mysterious
corners and niches, differ but little from those of the present day
in New Mexico.  The architecture of the Indian portion of the
ruins presents peculiarities worthy of notice.

Both are constructed of the same materials: the walls of sun-
dried brick, the ‘rafters of well-hewn timber, which could never
have been hewn by the miserable little axes now used by the Mex-
icans, which resemble, in shape and size, the wedges used by our
farmers for: splitting rails. The cornices .and -drops of the archis
trave in the modern church, are elaborately carved with a knife.

To-night we found excellent -grass on the Rio Pecos, abreast of
the ruins where the modern village of Pecos is situated, with a
very inconsiderable population. .

Aycist 18. —We were thls morning’ 29 miles from Santa Fé.
Reliable information, from several sources, had reached camp yes-
terday and the day before, that dissensions had arisen in Armijo’s
camp, which had dispersed his army, and that he had fled fo the
south, carrying all his artillery and 100 dragoons with him. Not
a hostile riflle or arrow was now between the army and Santa Fé,
the capital of New Mexico, and the general determined to make
the march in one day, and raise the United States flag over the

alace before sundown. New horses or mules were ordered for the
artillery, and every thing was braced up for a forced marche. The
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Jistance was not great, but the road bad; and the horses on their
Jast legs. ;

A small detachmen{ was sent forward. at day-break, and at six
the army followed. Four or five miles from old Pecos the road
leads into a cafion, with hills-on each side from 1,000 to 2,000 feet
above the road, in all cases within cannon shot, and in many with-
in point blank musket shot; and this continues to a point ‘but 12-er
15 miles from Santa Fé. )

The scenery is wild; the geological formation much the saine as
before described, until you begin to descend towards the Del Norte,
when granitic rocks and sands are seen in great abundance on the
road as far as Santa Fé. Cedar, pifion, and a large growth of long-
leafed pine are densely Sowded wherever the rock affords'a cre-
vice, until within six or eight miles of the town. Fifteen miles
from Santa Fé we reached the position deserted by Armijo. The
topographical sketch, by Lieutenant Peck, will give some idea of
it. It isa gateway which, in the hands of a skilful engineer and
one hundred reso’ute men, would have been perfectlysimpregnable.

.Had the position been defended with any resolution, the general
would have been ebliged to turn it by a road which branches to
the south, six miles from: Pecos, by the way of Galisteo.

Armijo’s arrangements for defence were very stupid. His abattis
was placed behind the gorge some 100 yards, by which he evident-
ly intended that the gorge should be passed before his fire was
opened. This done, and his batteries would have been carried with-
out difficulty.

Before reaching the cafion the noon half was made in ‘a valley
covered with some gama, and the native potato in full bloom.
The fruit was not quite as large as a wren’s egg. As we approach-
ed the town, a few straggling Americans came out, all looking anx=
jously for the general, who, with his staff, was clad so'plainly, that
they passed without recognizing us. Another officer and myself
were sent down to explore the by-road by which Armijo fled. On
our return to the main road, we saw two Mexicans; one the acting
sccretary of state, in search of the general. They had passed him
without knowing him. When we pointed-in the direction of the
general, they broke into 2 full run; their hands and feet keeping
time to the pace of theirnags. We followed i a sharp trot; and,
as we thought, at a respectable distance. QOur astonishment was
great to find, as they wound through the ravine, through the open
well-grown pine forest, that they did not gain on us perceptibly.
¢« Certainly they are in a full run, ‘and as certainly are .we only In
a trot,”” we both exclaimed.. I thought we were under some opti=
cal delusion,and turned to my servant to see the pace at which he
was going. ‘“Ah!” said he, ¢ those Mexican horses make a mighty
great doing to no purpose.” That was a fact; with their large
cruel bits, they harrass their horses into a motion which enables
them to gallop very long without losing sight of the starting place.

The acting secretary broughi a letter from Vigil, the lieutenant
governor, informing the general of Armijo’s flight, and of his readi-
pess to Teceive him in Santa Fé, and extend to him the hopitalities
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of the city. He was quite a youth, and dressed in the fashion of
the Americans. Here, all persons from the United States are call-
ed Americans, and the name is extended to no other race on the
continent. To-day’s march was very tedious and vexatious; wishing
to enter Santa ¥¢ in an imposing form, frequent halts were made to
allow the artillery to come up. Their horses almost gave out, and
durizg the day mule after mule was placed before the guns, until
scarcely one of them was spared.

Phe head of the column arrived in sight of the town about three
o’clock; it was six before the rear came up.  Vigil and twenty or
thirty of'the people of thetown received us at the palace and asked
us to partake of some wine and bfan(lyoof domestic manufacture.
It was from the Passo del Norte; we weTe too thirsty to' judge of
its merits, any thing liquid and cdol was palatable. During the
repast, and as the sun was sitting, the United States flag was hoist-
ed over the palace, and a salute of thirteen guns fired from the
artillery planted on the eminence overlooking the town.

The ceremony ended, we were invited to supper at Captain s,
a Mexican gentleman, formerly in the army. The supper was sery-
ed very much after the manner of a French dinner, one dish sue-
ceeding another 'in endless variety. A bottle of good wine from
the Passo del Norte, and a loaf of bread was placed at each plate.
We had been since five in the morning without eating, and inex-
haustible as were the dishes was our appetite. :

August 19.—I received an order to make a reconnoissance of the
town and select the site for a fort, in co-operation with Lieutenant
Gilmer, of the engineers. . This occupied me diligently on the 19th
and 20th, and on the 21st the general was furnished with the map,
a copy of which is sent to the Adjutant General and another to the
Burean of Topographical Engincers.

The site selected and marked on the map is within 600 yards of
the heart 6f the town, and is from 60 to 100 feet above it. “The
contour of the ground is unfavorable for the trace of a regular
work, but being the only point which commands “the entire town,
and. which is itself commanded by no other, we did not hesitate to
recommend it.  The recommendation was approved. On the 22d
we submitted a complete plan of the work, which wasalso. approv-
ed. It is computed for a garrison of 280 men. ¥

On the 23d, the work was commenced with a small force; on the
27th, 100 laborers were set to work on it, detailed from the army;
and, on the 31st, 20 Mexican masons were added.

As it was determined to send an express to the States on the 25th,
I commenced to project and plot my map of the route of the Army
of the West, that the government might haye at once the benefit
of my labors. It was rather a bold undertaking to compress, in-a
few days, the work of months. My astronomical observatlons: were
brought up from day to day as we advanced. on the_march, without
which the understanding would have been impracticable: . We all
worked day and night, and, with the assistance of several gentle-
men of the volunteers, I succeeded in accomplishing the work;
not, however, in a very satisfactory manner.
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Eventsnow begin to crowd on each other in quick succession,
but my duties keep me so constantly oceupied in my office and in
the field, that I cannot chronicle them in regular order or enter
much upon details. On the morning of the 19th, the general as-
sémbled all the people in the plaza and addressed them at some
length.

The next day, the chiefs and head men of the Pueblo Indians
came to givein their adhesion and, express their great satisfaction at
our-arrival. This large and formidable tribe are amongst the best
and most peaceable citizens of New Mexico. They, early after the
Spanish conquest, embraced the forms:of religion, and the manners
and custems of their then more civilized masters, the Spaniards.
Their interview waslongand interesting. They narrated; what is a
tradition with them, that the white man would come from. the far
east and release them from the bonds "and shackles which the
Spaniards-had imposed, not in the name; but in a worse form than -
slavery. ;

They and the numerous half-breeds are our fast friends now and
forever. 'Three hundred years of oppression: and injustice have
failed to-extinguish in this race the recollection that they were
once the peaceable and inoffensive masters of the eountry.

A message was received the same night from Armijo, asking on
whatsterms he would be received; but this proved to be only a ruse
on his part to gain time in his flight to the south: Accounts go to
show that his force at the Cafion was 4,000 men, tolerably armed,
and six pieces of artillery.  Had he been possessed of the slightest
qualifications for a general, he might have given us infinite trouble,
A priest-arrived last night, the 29thy and brought the intelligence
that at the moment of Armijo’s flight, Ugarté, a colonel in the re-
gular service, was on his march, at this side of the Pazso del Norte,
with500 men to support him. That, had he continued, he would
haye been enabled to rouse .the whole southern district, which is by
far the wealthiest and most populous of ‘the whole conntry.

In the course of the week, various-deputations have come in from
TFaos, giving in their allegiance and asking proteetion from the
Indians. That portion of thelcountry seems the best disposed to-
wards ‘the United States. 'A' Taoes man may; be distinguished at
once by:the cordiality of his salutation.* :

A ‘band of Navajoes; naked, thin, and savage looking fellows,
dropped in and took up their quarters with Mr. Robideaux; our
interpreter; just.opposite my quarters. They ate, drank, and slept
all the time, noticing nothingbuta little cinnamon-colored naked brat
that was playing in the court, which they ‘gazed at with the eyes
of ‘gastronome’s; and Mr. Eitzpatrick told me these people some-
times eat their own offSpring;and consider it a great delicacy.

Various runiors have reached us from the south that troops are
moving on Santa Fé, and that the peoplesare rising, &e.: - To quiet

* Since this was written, tlic massacre of the excellent Governor B.nt has taken place in
Taoes. It proves the profound duplicity of this race.
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