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‘chc.ular, and about thirty feet above the siréamy the mven sprang-in:
‘and :hunted: some distancéaip-and .down the bed of the ‘arroyo,)!
‘but there was no water;, we eduld 1 go no: farther, and’ were forced'
‘tocamp: here, As thes va}]ey around seemed destitute of'grass; wes
Hetiour -mules run’freeyand ‘tried tomake our supperybut you may
the sure it was a very.dey one. At last.-we heard.the grateful'soand
‘of dogs:barking, and sowe of) the men dameé iin and said that they
thad seen lights not far off; so! wie: sent for some water; ‘but the ten’
fwere,abs&nt so; long that we ‘coulds mot: wait. for then‘ return. -~ Tt
‘was now .10 o’clock; we had. been: travelling 'sinee five this morn-
ng witheut: food; thhout one - drop ‘of water; and ‘had: marched
‘about twenty- fue failes, so -that we «did not! lack appentes. As

lartemisiay and, having madé a fire,roasteda fore quarter of mutton,
twhich two.of usidespatched without much difficulty;and theén'sank
{down 1o resty with the intentioncof drinking 'deep draughts in the
{IMOTHIng.

¢ October 19.—Na seoner did the! first;rays-of light dawn than we
fstarted off for the village; all the water the mep had-brought, they
had drunk. throughthe night; as:our miles were still-loose 'we could
‘et wait for them tobe caught and saddled, but started off ‘on footy
‘and after a walk' of axmile, we entered the village of 'Mogquine.
‘Hese we: were very wel received by one: of +the ‘inhabitants who
gave us sofaes deliciousmilk,and hiswife sat‘down and made c;gar—
‘rites. for us.

This town:1s situated on a rocky hillo that on'eneiside is perpen-
‘dicular, and abeut:twenty feet high; the’place containsmear three
thundred-and fifty inhabitants.

I'had given: orders for the wagons to start early,«but they did
not reach-the {own until near noon.+ The mules'had run off some:
‘distance in: search'of water-and grass; and, in addition,some rascaliy'
‘Mexicanshad 'stolen the ropes; from their necks.

As our animals were mich jaded by:the toilsome marches we hed
Imade in the last three days, through the deep sands of the valleys;
‘we:concluded it would bé best to remain hererall day and let them
irest.

‘town_ of Moguino, and four miles south of the village of Cibolleta,
wh:ch isalse upon the same river. The country around:consists of
‘high! masses of sandstone, overspread by a- bed of woleanicirock.
 Near-Moquino several. huge masses of this rock jut intothe sky,
‘and from the valley narrowing up to the footof these peaks there
‘is.ablaekish mass of detpitus of dark purple rock. :
The people of the town pressed around our camp, bringing eggs,
ml]k, and cheese made of goats milk.  They seemed scarcely te
| believe -us, when we told them of the road by which we had come;
;and said it was ‘“‘un ‘camino diabolo?? They :asked us if we had
‘et noticed a. fresh trail that crossed our route. This recalled to
{ Four minds that we hadsseen such atrail, and ouir having stopped to
L examine it.. When we fold them of 1t ‘they said that it was the
| [irace “of a war party of fifty Nin'ajoe Indians; who: could met,

T T T

‘there was wo: wood, we gathered some-of ‘the dry branches‘of the’.

We had encamped by theiside of the Rio Pojuate; close'to the'
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© aecordingt bo r theip aeequiitsy have: preceded 4 thare-{lay afew
hours:  We' eongratolated ourselves: that wé had not éncountered
those Indians: 1 asked. them why the Navajoes' did not trouble}
them: . They replied, that they were good friends to the Navajoesi:
October 20:—Acrain we: started, Ieawing our kind friends at Mo- |
quino; intending to ‘camp at Laguna: ~After a short march of thiree
miles, we halted at the town of Pojuateé; heré'we saw'several {%frge
flocks of sheep and goats.  Continuidg down ‘the Rio Pojuate; we i
passed through fields of corn”and-pumpkins, over which large flocks
of! ‘cranes were whooping, so that hill and valley: rang with the
echoes of their cries. Affef proceeding nine miles, we gotupona
fineroad that led off in a southwest direction, and six miles farther *
brought. us to the Pueblo ‘of Laguna. We: had heard the most
romantic accounts of the village of ‘Laguna and the lake in fis +
vicinity; we had heard that this lake was full of water, elear as ¥ |
chrystal, that it was surrounded by small villages; and’ that the | _
nei 1 iled in the profusion of the laxuridat .
; that the hill sides were covered with fruit-"
ful vines; and the plains loaded with delicious melons: dnd we ‘were
most. sadly disappointed. The lake consisted of a Tittle peol;
Scarce‘worthy of notice, and the highest cultiviated grounds was at |
the distance of six miles. The houses of this “Pueble,” or‘Indian *
villiage, are built of stone and are plastered over with'mud, (the
number of inhabitants is seven hundred;) they are generally two |
Stories in height, and have ladders by which one ascends to the
second floor in order to gain admittance. There is a chapel here,
which has the _interior painted * with curious Indidn ornaments, in
which they have used the pure red, blue, and yellow. " The town is |
situated on a limestone bluff, that is. about thirty feet in. height; |
the ' country around consists of - hich masses; a valley runs off
towards the north to a distance of thirty miles;in thig valley the
uated; pretty good placefor grassand water; |
1s.at this moment encamped there, ‘but =
ys'to go there‘and to retu i :

: J
over the most dangerous country that we would have t

n the road we saw many wooden crosses, held fir

0 eXamine. 4
mly in anup-

‘right position by heaps of stones piled around their bases. These

sacred symbols were not erected by the road side to'mark th
of graves or bloody deeds, but to remind the traveller to
the soul of the person by whose friends these symbols‘were

he Toad sides, throughout the province of New Mexico are, in -
many places, lined with thege crosses. Near St. Phillip

] : €, we'saw
one with a piece of board nailed near the top, on which ‘was the
following

. 538 Imscription: “ Passer-by, pray. for the soul of" Doia |
Maria. »

En the evening we
ricans, amongst who
"'Covern,” and wer

Po-day I Lilleq

e place
pray for
erected.

were gratified with a visit from some Ame- .
m were several old friends, They came from |
€ on their way to Santa Fé.

a2 beautiful- snow-white goose, (*“‘anser byper=
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%oreas, ) large flocks’of ‘them -are fownd feeding 61 thé bed o}? the
$=Rio St. Juan,? ‘which-river tuns glose by % Luogunas e

b Fhe Indians hepe bave numberssof turkeys and chickens: | I also
“Saw some lame maeaws; that must have’ comeé far from the south,
'The % Pueblos have a great faney for: taming birds, andiin this

Fof making the beayitiful feather embroidery, spoken of tby Cla=
T".?&gert), De Selis, an'diothers!
L Octeber 21. ——»Havmg risen earlys and bade-adiéu to-out friends,
: we ‘set outiin: a snuthwgstern direction for the town of *“ Aeoma.?
¢ We were very glad tofget. away from; Laguna, for being encamped
{f mear the town, we were surrounded by Crowds of children, who,
':ampe led by curiesity, flooded: the camp. :They did not attempt
{Fdo stealsanything, but they impededithe men in thesperformance af
ﬂxelr duties: _
Fog the first sixior Seven miles, until e reached 'some corn-
ﬁeldc We had a‘broad road . before: us.! “The: rest:of sthe route was
5“‘marked by sheep, paths. . "When mieari ‘S Acomay’> we mét: some
§ Mexicans, with several ¢ burros;” laden with peaches, water méel-
_ lan,s, and dried fruit; which they were conveying toiColonel Jack=
|| son’s,command at PRy They hadipurchased: the fruat of the
§ Pueblos.of Acomay, for 2 mere trifley/dnd.-sold: thepeaches to us
' for a real the daioh.
Weinoticed tozday a variety of ayuceapwhose leaves are convex
' on the under side, andi conedveson ~the vuppéry;and: mich broader
= than: the leaves ef the Y. angustifolia.© On: the. cedar trees we
{ found a: species:of mistletae; it wesileafless; and hgd pink berries
§ that tastedlike cedar berries.
b We travelled through ‘a .level ivalley, in which we: saiw many
i ﬂocks of . sheep grazing, attended by Indian! pastores:and theis
fever watchful: dogs.! 1 tried: to, purehases some sheep from the
§ people, who.weré guarding them; but I} could: n¢ trinduce them to
“amake any! balgaln uniil a.chief, attended by some eight or ten
I Indians, rode np. . Heiappeared:to be awealthy mam, and we soon
f agreed aboutithe;purchase. . He said ‘that his! party were going o
§ Santa F¢; they were armed withy bows: and: arrows;cand: guns.
! They remindedime very:much of the Comanchees; except that these
3..{ Indians wearlong woollen stockingsy of their own:manufacture!
We awere now, quite close  fo vour-goal, ithe ultimdcthule of our

| L§
advnnce towards,‘“el sol poniente.? 1 ,@n-6ur righthand, stretching

18 away, to the south, js a magnificient *¢sierrd,” that 11i¢es its sum-
48 amits. several- thousand f{»et, where: theycmingle swithi theéxelonds.
‘_‘ From the valley in® whith we journey hige-blocks of sandstone
Il zise, the tops.of whick are horizontal,and the sides of which reach
it perpendicularly to the: height of 300 05460 fect above the plain.
IF This sandstone is very ha rd, it breaks in lnng prisms, whose' angles
i seemed to resist the rounding inflaence-of the weather: vsThis rock
exhibits tints of yellow and (of light:reds

After a journey of I5-milées we:arrived at ““:Acoma:” High on

"
I f
|

ggg ¥ Acoma.” On the northern side of the rock, the rude boreal

L xespert resemble the sancient Azteeas) But they have lost théiart-

L alofty rock of sandstone; suchras I have;descnibedy éits'theleity of

TeN"Y IO OV
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blasts have heaped up the-sand, sa as to form a practical ascent for
some distance; the rest,of the way is through solid’ rock. . At one
place @ singular opening, v narrow way,1s formed between » huge
square tower of rock and the perpendicular face of the ¢liff. Then
the road ‘windsronnd like a spiral stair way, and the Indians haye,
in some ‘way, fixedt fogs of wood in the roek, radiating from a-yver-
tical axis, hke steps: thesé afford foothold to man and beast in
clambering up. _
Wie were constantly meeting and passing Indians, who had their
“burros” laden with peaches. At last we reached the top of the
rock, whieh was nearly level, and contains about 60 acres. Here
e saw'a large church; and several continuous blocks of buildings;
taining 60 or 70 houses in each block, (the wall at the side that

faced ontwards was unbroken, and had no windows until near the

top: the houses were three stories high).. In front each story re-
treated back as it ‘ascended, so as to leave a platform along the
whole front of the story: these platiorms are guarded by parapet
walls about three feet high. In order t9 gain admittance, you
ascend: to the second story by means of ladders; the next story.is
gained by the same means, but to reach the “azotia,” or roof, the
partition walls on the platform that separates the quarters of dif-
ferent families, have been formed into steps. This makes quite a
narrow stair-case, as the walls are not more than one footl in width.
Eieutenant Peck and myself ascended to the azoteas, and saw there
great quantities of peaches, that had been cut 1n half and spread
out to dry in the sun.

We entered some of the houses, and the people received us with
gréat gladness. They brought out -circular baskets, nearly flat,
these were filled with a kind of corn bread, or “guayave” ‘It
bears'a striking resemblance to-a hornet’s nest; it is of the same
color, and 1s as thin as a wafer. The ““guayave” they crumbled
up between their fingers, and put into a second basket, from which
we ate. Each famply occupies those rooms that are situated verti-
cally over each other; the lowest story is used as a store room, iu_
which tliey put their corn, pumpkins, melons, and other eatables. ~
The fronts of their houses are covered with festoons of bright red
peppers, and strings of pumpkins and musk melons, that have been
eut into ropes, and twisted into bunches to dry fer winter use.
“These pedple appeared to be well provided with all the neces-
saries and luxuries that New Mexico affords. They are quiet, and
seem to be happy and generous. As we walked through the town,
we saw them unloading their “ burro..”” Quantities of fine large
clingstone peaches were spread out on the ground, as the owrers,
were dividing the loads, so as to carry thicm up the ladders. And
whenever we “approached, they would ¢ y out to wus, ““coma!l
comal’—“eat! eat!” and point to the peac es. They generally
wear the Navajoe blanket, marked with broat stripes, alternately
black and white. - Their pantaloons are very wide and bag-like,
but -are confined at the knee by long woollen stockings; and some-
times ‘buckskin leggins and moccasins,” The women stuff ‘fheir

ins with wool, which makes their ancles look like the legs of
an elephant. -
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These people . canhot have assdciated much with the Mexicans,
P for they scarce know a word of the language. * This may hé owing
to an old Spanish law, referred to by Mr, Murray, the geographer;
which law, confined the Indians to their villages, not.allowing the
whites to visit them, nor were they admitted inte any place in-
babited by whites. They however seem to possess a smattering of
the Roman Catholic religon, their dwellings are often crowned with
the symbol of the cross; and, as T have already mentioned, one: .of,
the first objects that strikes the eye isa large chapel with its towers
and bells.
We now returned to our camp in the valley below; although we
* had ridden up, yet we did not feel inclined to run the risk of

descending the spiral stairway, on other feet than those of our ,

progpria persona. :
. At one place, just after passing the narrow defile, near the tower
I rock,-a wall has been raised by the Indians to prevent accidents

from persons falling over the precipice. T took a sketch of this
portion of the ascent. ' . )

Wilien we . reached the plain we saw large flocks of sheep, herds.
of cattle, and dreves of horses. We had encamped by the side of
sotie holes that the Indians had dug; these, they said, yielded a
constant supply of water; and between our camp and the city, there

| b was some water that ran along over the bed of a stream for a few

yards, when it disappeared beneath the sand. = This furnished the
inhabitants with drinking water; T was obliged to scoop.2 hollow
in the sand before T could get my tin cup full. This running water
isithree-fourths of a mile’ from the oot of the rock.

To look from our camp upon this town, as it sits on the flat top
of the rock, which rises so abruptly from the plain, and catch sight
of the little windows, surrounded with white washed squares, one
15 struck with the resemblance of the buildings to a fort. The mind
recalls the mmages it has formed of those fortresses that were ohser-
ved by the army of Cortez; such as the village,of “Capistlan,” in
the mountains of Guastepeque, described by Solis, as “a town
.strong by nature, seated on the.top of a great rock, difficult of
. access, the way so Steep that the Spaniards could not use their
hands for fear of their feet slipping.”” In a second place, he de-
scribes the attack of anether forfress: “a considerable fortress, on
the highest eminence,” in the same mountain, thus: ‘the Indians
feigned to be in some disorder, that they might entice the Spaniards
to the most dangerous part of the precipice; which they had no
sooner effected, than they returned with most horrible cries, letting
fall from the top such a shower of stones, and entire rocks, as
barred up the way, after having borne down every thing it met

? Bernal Diaz, the doughty captain, is obliged to retire toa
~tock, and advise the rest to halt and leave the paths, it
ossible to go on without falling into danger.*

;‘,-.\-,--,..:. ? % r
‘® And Cortez himself, the great geperal, sesing that there was no continuing the'sttaclk

| that way,and fearing all wonld have perished, sent them orders immediatel§ to retire, which
‘il | they did with the same danger.
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In the evening, ata quaster past ten, o’clock, a meteor of dazzlin
splendor dashed aeross the sky: its path was,perpeadicular toithe
horizon, and passed through the head.of the constellafion. drace;
the brightness was Such as to eclipse the light of the candle-b
which I was writing; five ‘minutes afterwards
that of a distant cannon, i :

October 22.—We now . turned. our, faces eastward; as Acoma is
the most western of the New Mexicah towns. Zuiit, which, in a
direct line, 1s-said to be but S0 miles to the west,is sitnated on the
tributary waters of the “ Rio Gila.”

Our mules had wandered off a great distance, and
difficulty of catchin
o'clock. We then staricd for “Rito,” a Spanish town. T remained
behind some time, in order to sketch one of the passes to the town
of Acoma. This one only is practical for,foot passengers. There
are, besides, two others, one of which can be passed on horseback,
but the principal one is that by which we went up yesterday, ...»

Our course, for the first two miles, led us off ina southeastern
direction. Tn this short distance we descended rapidly, and having
gotten safely over a dangerous road, we found .ourselves miteh
lower than we were yesterday. We had reached a second level;
below that of the light red sandstone of Acoma: - The high es-
carpments between which we passed, presented fine-views ofi the
superposition of the different strata, Uppermost 1s* the hard and
compact sandstone, such as forms the roek of Acoma; then comes

a hard whitish clay; then a dark sandstone, of a red color; and
finally, a reddish brown, fertuginous, and sandy eclay.

e now travelled northeast, and parallel to our routé from La- .
guna to Acoma; and although not more than four or five miles dis-
tant from our course of the preceding day, yet the country presents
2 new aspect. Having reached this second mesa, and being forced
by our route to travel close.to the foot of a high escarpment, we
coull not see over it, and therefore could not discover any of the
points we had already noticed. ' Several times the trail. we were

following gave out; at last, quite late, weistruck a fresh trace of a

carreia. We followed this trace until night closed upon ms.
“There was no moon, and dark clonds-dimmed the stars; we all dis-
mounted, and in silence endeavored to keep upon the path.. Aided -
by frequent flashes of lightning, we kept the track, and urged on
our jaded animals, hoping soon to reach a stream. At length. our
wagon arrived at a slight sandy acclivity, where the mules, warn
out by the difficulties of the road, completely broke down. Ilere
WE encamped; on a sand knoll we pitched our tent, and then sent
out one of the men in search of water, for we had nof seen one
drop since we left our morning’s camp. We now lit a cheerful fire
of artemisias, and then sat down to a supper of delicious ribs of
roasted mutton, such as is only found in the mountain region of.
New Mexico. We were hardly comfortably seated, when a terri-
ble squall of wind arose, accompanied by .a slight rain. In the
midst of the squall our tent blew over, and we were obliged to re-
x it several times. We luckily had some extra mule. pickets that

. heard a report like _

, owing {o the
g them, we did not leave Acoma until 10 *

S AR R




