Ex. Doc. No. 41.

tide. . For six months in the year, the river is said to be navigable

- by steamboats for 350 miles; its: bottoms are wide and rich; and
sugar, undoubtedly, may be grown: , In winter, it is fordable at the
crossing; but I think it has at least as much water as the Missouri
at the same season, and may be navigable by steamers to the mouth
of the Gila at all seasons.

In conclusion, much credit is due to the battalion for the cheer-
ful and faithful manner in which they have accomplished the great
labors of this march, and submitted to its exposures and privations.

. They would much have preferred to lighten and abridge them, by
leaving the wagons; but, without previous discipline, all was ac-
complished with unity and determination of spirit. To enable the
mules to endure the extraordinary labor of drawing these wagons,
without a road, and often without food or water, the duties of guards
were greatly increased, to herd them safely, as they did, over tracts
sometimes a mile in extent, sometimes two miles from the camp, or
beyond a river; and ten times did the battalion encamp without
water. <%

I am indebted to Licutenants Smith and Stoneman, of the first
dragoons, who performed the duties of assistant commissary of sub-
sistence and assistant quartermaster, for valuable assistance, par-
ticularly in directing the pioneers. Mr. Willard P. Hall, too, was
ever ready to give me aid, particularly in the most active and ven-
turous daties.

Thus, general, whilst fortune was conducting you to battles and

victories, I was fated to devote my best energies to more humble
labors; and all have cause fo regret that the real condition of af-

fairs in this territory was so little -understood. But it is passed!?

and I must be content with having done my duty in the task which

you assigned to me, if, as I trust, to your satisfaction. =
Respéctfully submitted: _

z . . P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Laeut. Cel., commanding Mormon battalion.
Brig. Gen. S. W. Kearny,

Commanding Army of the West,
San Diego, Upper Califorania.

APPENDIX.

Copy of a letter to the Governor of Sonora.

Caumr AT TuEsoR, SonNora, ; _
o Jsecember 18, 1846.

Yous Excerrexcs: The undersignefd, msi&chinﬁei:i:gn::z%ﬁi?g:
i i infantry, from New 1
battalion of United States 1n - w Mexis

i d it convenient for the passage of his wag ;
n:?):s:l?fleﬁ}?:ntier of Sonora. Having passed within ﬁfte:‘:(xil' ml_iesr:f
g‘ronteras, I have found it necessary to take this presidio in my

the Gila.
mli;: z(s)sured that I did not come as an enemy of the g:ggélse whom

ou govern; they have received only kindness atfn:g e s
5 Sonora refused to contributehto the l:._:'.uptpozl;sgns tl:atpall nt wae

i ntry, alleging the excelient reason
agamzts ?;{rzosecegs’ary t% her defence from the mcessax:t i;iiloari:k:noé'
Zg:;ces- that the central government gave he;ono ?rl?te;;,ve’been
as gthérefore entitled to no support. To this fn‘%r Sare e 4
wdded that Mexico supporls a war upon_Sonom,h e

;T w Mexicans within her boundary, trading for t}.J e ttl;c,k e

peeople, taken by murderous, cowan.‘;ly Ind;?lrési ‘ga‘?eacertain 1Ly
e

2 rob, and fly to the mountains; R

SZtiv:nalstg’at th’is is the practice of many years. Thus one par
i ies 1 against.another. = e

M?ft};co a]iltieso]ftgeolrt;nr%a with the States of the north, no:: hs;rhrlzxgh

bors eisu::ecj;ssary effectually to su(})f}ue tl).l;seesf’:::rlélsagf ﬂ?: e
; ] rom .
I make a wagon roa : :

t }'tl}fearll’v;l\:;}iec ocean, through the va!u;btle {)13.113151 ;:gvgnggft&mt;

1 i ust, Wi

i i i 1s, of Sonora. This, I trust, :

i;fhc?tlitzlltf;!:i?reait?eg republic, wh_o, if not more closely, may unite

] ethe ursuits of a high]}'_beneﬁmai commelrce. e

m\«Vitﬁ) sentiments of esteem and respect, 1 am ¥ ;

most obedient servant, p. ST. GEO. COOKE,

Lieut. Col., commanding U. S. forces. 7

; EL GANDARA
To Hie ExcelleDQ) e R h({}];;;‘;nor of SonorL,Wrez. Sa.
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Distances from Tndepence M to Pacific. ‘
To Santa Fé 775 miles. 775 ms.
Sty Divrts ::;im;rm ol e Rio Grande, left 258 ., 033 .
. Bernadino to the point where the

with irreqular mourdains. - San Pedro river is left. Purson R 1396 .

Pimo Villages 8sl .. 477 .,

Crossing oF Galorado. 205 .. 1682 ..

e TR i : First Wells B 1695 ..

Fxplanations. etc.  Distances bevween. marked in figures. 2m Wells a . 178,
Water at all camps, unlefs the 37 Wells 2D ., 73S - : i

(:ontra"ry s stated. Cariza (JStream ) 28 . 171

Yenos. O 1** Settlements 7 1818 ..

San Diego B2 1870 .,
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