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strewn with pottery. The camp was near a vast profusion of pot-
tery® I found a beaver tooth on the ground, and remains of sea-
shells; the ground about the houses is always strewn with broken
pieces of flint rocks, of a few -inches in, diameter. - We encamp
in soda grass, quite abundant, running a mile or mere along. the
direction of the road.

November 10.—Marched about 8, and after .marching six miles,
still passing plains which had once been occupied, we saw to our
left the ¢ Cara de Montezuma.” I rede to.it, and -found. ihe re-

mains-of the walls of four buildings, and the piles of earth showinga

where many others had been. One ofthe buildings was still quite
complete, as a ruin. The others had all crumbled but a few pieces
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of low, broken wall. The large cara was 50 feet by 40, and had
been four stories high, but the floors and roof had lopg since been
burnt out. The charred ends ofithe cedar joist were still in the
wall. I examined them,and found that they had not been cut with
a steel instrument; the joists were round sticks, about four feet in
diameter; there were four entrances—north, south, east, and west;
the doors about four feet by twos the rooms as below, and had the
same arrangement on each story; there was no sign of a fireplace
in’ the building; the lower story was filled with rubbish, and above
it was open to the sky; the walls were four feet thick at the bot-
tom, and had a curved inclination inwards to the top; the house was
built of a sort of white earth and pebbles, probably containing lime,
which abounded on the ground adjacent; the walls had been
smoothed outside, and plastered inside, and the surface still re-
mained firm, although it was evident they had been exposed to a
reat heat from the fire; some of the rooms did not open to all the
rest, but had a hole a foot in “Jiameter to look through; in other
places, were smaller holes. About two hundred yards from this
building was a2 mound in a circle a hundred yards around; the cen-
tre was a hollowy 25 yards in diameter, with

%, two vamps or slopes going down to its bottom;

=it was probably a well; now partly filled up; a

& similar one was seen near, Mount Dallas. A few

yards further, in the same direction, northward,

ards by 70.  About five feet high upon this,

=

MInmiE

TS

was a pyramid about eight feet high, 25 yards square at top. From
this, sitting on my horse, I could overlook tWe vast plain lying
northeast and west on the left bank of the Gila; the ground in view
was about 15 miles, all of which, it would seem, had been irrigated
by the waters of the Gila. I picked up a broken crystal of quartz
in one of these piles. Leaving the ¢cara,” T turned towards the
Pimos, and travelling at random over the plain, now covered with
mesquite, the piles of earth and pottery showed for hours in every

direction. I also found the remains of a sicia, which followed the:
range of houses for miles. Tt had been verylarge. - When I gotto

camp, I found them on good grass, and in communication with.the
Pimos, who came out with a frank welcome. Their answer to Car-
son, when he went up and asked for provisions, was, bread is to
eat, not to sell; take what you want.”? The general asked a Pimo
who made the house I had seen. “Itis the Cara de Montezuma,”
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said he; ‘it was built by the son of the most beantiful woman who
once dwelt in yon mountain; she was fair, and all, the handsome
men came to court her, but'in vain; when they came, they paid
tribl.lte, and out of this small store, she fed all people’in times of
famine, and it did not diminish; at last, as she lay asleep, a drop.of
rain feel upon her navel, and she became pregnant, and brought
fort%; a boy, who was the butlder of all these houses.” He seemed
unwilling to talk about them, but said there were plenty more of
them to the north, southwest, &c. He said when he first knew this
cara, it was in better preservation, but that it had been burnT too
long ago for any of them to, remember. I showed him the hiero-
glyphic, but he did not understand it-  Some other Pimos and

PSS

-

Coco Maricopas arrived,and messengers were sent o their village to
buy watermelons and provisions, which soon came, although it was
several miles. They wanted whife beads for what they had to sell,
and knew the value of money. Seeing us eating; the interpreter
told the general he had tasted the liquor of Sonora and New Mexi-
co, and would like to taste a sample of that of the United States.
The dog had a liquorish tooth, and when given a drink of French
brandy, pronounced it better than any he had ever seen or tasted.
The Maricopa messenger came to ask the general what his business
was, and where he was going. He 'said his people were at peace
with all the world, except some of their neighbors, the Apaches;
and they did not desire any more enemies. He was, of course, told
to say to his chief that our object was merely to pass peaceably
through their country; that we had heard a great deal of the Pimos,
and knew them to be a good people. We were all struck with
their unassumed ease and confidence in approachingour camp—not
like the Apaches, who bayed at-us like their kindred wolves, until
the smell of tobacco and other (to them) agreeable things, gave.
them assurance enough to approach us. The Pimos and Coco Mari-
copas live alongside of each other, but are distinct people, speak=
ing different tongues. The latter once lived near the mouth of the
Gila. The Pimos have long lived at their present abode, and are
known to. all the trappers as a virtuous and industrious people.
They and the Maricopas number over 2,000 souls. At the river, I
saw = cinder, which might have been from the smelting of
some ore. '
November 11.—The Indians are still in camp, with their melons,
corn, beaus, and petiza molasses; they spent the night in our camp,
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by the camp fires; without sleeping—talking ‘and laughing inces-
santly. The interpreter of ‘the “Maricopas told Mr. Emory this
morning that he ‘could take hin to a hiouse morth of the Gila larger
than that we saw yesterday; being invited to go, I'went, and fnugnd
no house; but'a mound” 50 yards by'80, about 6 feet high, ‘with
loose basaltie rocks covering it; four slopes on top was'loose s,tones
dirt,’and pottery; around this, on the east side; a sort: of low ter3
race, 100 yards on that side and 20 yards wide, terminated by loose
Etones, some of ‘them set on edge. The mound ranged with the
points of the compass; and, from the top of it, the whole adjacent
country could be seen. In the vieinity,northwest; was a broad hole,

©igurrounded by a mound similar in size and appearance to the well

of yesterday, evidently once excavated, and filled up again In
the ruins, the guide said, ornamental stones, in vessels, were some
times found after a rain; these'the Pimos prize as ornam,ents but cut
them smaller. (I found a small sea-shell, perforated, which had been
worn as an ornament; other relics were picked up by Lieutenant
Emory’s party. _The guide and other Indians informed me that on
Salt river the ruins of these houses are-more extensive; that an old
secia is there yet plain to be seen-many-miles in !e:’;gth and in
every direction there are houses, some of -thtm stiil stamlirzg loft

This account has been given by various trappers, one of whom r}(g:

ports the old secia 30 miles in length. We returned towards the
village, and found the camp in some of their corn-fields, which are

separated by fences, and are all cultivated by irrigation

with care; the cotton was still standing in nge 'c%f thoe ;):Fcphaersen’;lu{
the ' frost had killed everything. The general had a talk with
Ivan Antonio, the chief, and was welcomed by him; the peaple
soon. filled our camp, trading went on, and we go’t provisiens
enough, but only one beef and no- mules; two thin mules bein
disdained. for one fat one. The Indians, although they wer%

crowding about: our tents, and eve i y
85 ry thing was exposed th
made no _effort to steal anything. = 5 % 5P

Pottery found at the run.
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November 12.—Awoke this morning to hear the crowing of the
cock and the baying of the watch-dog, reminding me of civiliza-
tion afar off in the green valley of our counfry; we waited until
9 before starting; left some mules with the chief, Don Antonio,
whose Indian name is Banbutt, and marched down through the set-
tlements of the Pimos and Coco Maricopas, which are all south of
the Gila, and encamped beyond them, (distance 15 miles,) under
the base of a mountain lying west of the villages. The houses of

e ~ these Indians are all built alike: a rib work

;‘@ of poles 12 or 15 feet in diameter is put

= ~ up, thatched with straw, and then covered

on top with dirt, in the centre of this they build their fires; this 15
the winter lodge: they make sheds with forks, and cover them with
fat roofs of willow rods for summer shelters. The heatis no doubt
very intense here “n summer, so that at midday one could scaree
venture out on the soil barefoot. The Indians exhibit no symp-
toms of taciturnity; but, on the contrary, give vent fo their
thoughts and feelings without reason, laughing and chatting t0-
gether; and a parcel of young girls, with long hair streaming ‘to
their waists, and no other covering than a clean white cotton blanket
folded around their middle and extending to their -knees, were
merry as any group of like age and sex to be mef with in our own
country. The Pimos and Coco Maricopas have only recenfly got

“ together. The fable of the Pimos is, that their first parent was

caught up to heaven, snd from that time God lost sight of them, and
they wandered to the west; that they came from the rising sun; the
others found themselves on the Colorado, and have since gradually
got here by following the Gila. They are evidently a different
race, speak entirely different tongues, but have adopted the same
costume, and apparently the ‘same habits; their houses are alike,
and they unite in good principles. The chief of the Pimos said to
the general that God had placed him over his people, and he en-
deavored to do the best for them; he gave them good advice, and
they had fathers and grandfathers who gave them good adyice also;
they were told to take nothing but what belonged to them, and to
ever speak the truth; they desired to be at peace with every one;
therefore would not join us or the Mexicans in our dlfﬁcult-les.
He shook hands with and bid ©s welcome, and hoped we might
have good luek on our journey. He said we would find the ct}ief
of the Maricopas a man like himself, and one who gaye similar
counsel to his people. On our road, the inferpreter of the Mari-
copas said the flat Jand we could see across the Gila, towards.the
mountains, thiough which debouch the Salt and San Franeisco
rivers, is filled with encient ruing, and that some of the houses;are

still standing; that their people know nothing of the builders of- I8

them. Our route lay through the plain, overgrown, when 1t was
not cultivated, with- Frémontia or mesquite, &c. A string of cot-
ton-woods. border the river, and throughout the country there are
no other trees. The road was dusty and dry; our camp 1n al €X-
tensive pasture,reaching for miles under the mountains. The vast
npumber of people who once lived in this country, as shown by the

gl T T T T S




\

Ex. Doc. No. 41. 603

i d
— e saddled by the light of the moon an
Toeay ntil sunrise; we passed 2 gap 1n

602, Ex. BDoc. No. 41.
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the river, 2 little below this, we crossed a rocky ridge composed of
limestone, capped and cut up with igneous rocks, and altered in its
nature in places, showin: that portions of it had once been ren-
dered into quick lime, and now changed again into a substance re-
sembling old mortar; this ridge had peaks upon it of various kinds
of voleanic rock, and west of 1t, the upper plain had been covered
with a black seam of basalt for many miles.  Above this, on the
north side of the river, there is a mountain peak of volcanie rock
standing between two peaks formed by the beds of igneous rocks
which it has split asunder and upheaved, as'it rose from the great
internal _reservoir of heat. The road was lined with the remains of
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ancient houses, the broken stones and pottery being the only indi-
cations for nine miles. I followed this line of houses. In many
places, quantities of sea ‘shells, broken, were to be seen; and I
found two or three shells which had been changed in shape, for
some purpose of ornament.  Of the pottery, afew pieces, only, were

colored. After crossing the ridge, we came to a small hill of vel-
canic rocks,upon whieh the Indians had marked, in arude manner,
a vast number of hieroglyphies. The place is frequented still by
Indians, as their marks were still visible, and "places where they
appear to have ground corn, or made medicine. A few miles further
brought us to the river, where w=.found no grass, but plenty of
cane along the border of the stream. The country we have pa3sed
over to-day affords no pasture, but a ‘great quantity of land capable
of producing by irrigation. It>never rains here in summer time.
Query —why? Our camp is opposite to a blue basaltic peak, with
nething but an occasional tuft of something like grass upon it, and
that in streaks down its sides, as if the seed had followed the
streams of rain, as they flowed to the level. Distance, 203 miles,
November 17.—Marched at 8, and continued down the left bank;
our first two miles through a deep sand, the former bed of the river;
very bad travelling; we crossed a small dry dusty bottom, and came
to a creek, in the bed of which we found 2 good deal of grass; we
halted to graze the animals a few.minutes, and then ascended the
basaltic beach about 5Q feet high, and did not see the river fog
seven or eight miles. Here, again, on. the alluvial bottom, we
found some tufts of grass, where we nooned it for half an hour, and
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then came to camp, about, distance, 18 miles, with a good deal of
hunting along the river, the ‘brush being quite thick. We gota
camp on both sides of .the river, with a very small allowance of
grass and cane. We weather out, however, and remain till morn-
ing; to get this camp, we had to leave the trail. The course of the
river hefe appears to be west southwest. On the right bank of the
river, this evening, there appears to be a very extensive alluvial
plain, reaching for miles from ;the river. No evidence of former
habitation was seen. There were on some of the volcanic roeks
which we passed, some marks like those of yesterday. About mid-
day, we saw some old trail roads leading south. A deer was killed
by one of the seryants, and Carson caught a beaver; a hare crossed
our path; a few little birdsj the ravens,as nsual,and a number of
flocks of geese and ducks were all the animate objects we saw; the
tand might produce grapes and grain, but the people of this region
will not be ever able to keep: cattle unless rains are produced, for
there is literally no pasture; a scanty camp may now and then be
found. If we were supplied with boats, we could easily float to
the mouth of the river. There is no timber here, however, out of
which a canoe could be dug. Our road was rocky and rough to-
day in many places.

November 18.—Marched at. a quarter past 8, and passed closeto
a rock of basalt, upon which various Americans had scratehed their
imitials and names. This point Carson ealled Independence Rock.””
Here there had been a little grass, which had been grazed off.. We
travelled 16 miles, and found a :good nooning place in a slough,
which we left for the rear, and came on over the table-land for 10
miles, and encamped on the left bank of the river,at a scanty camp
in a slough; containing pools of water saturated with salt. Dis-
tance, 20 miles west southwest. . The belt of table-land here, from
mountain to mountain, is about 15 miles, with plains runaing up
between the peaks. This table-land is composed of small. pebbles
of all the rocks I have seen on the Gila, very muech rounded by at=

trition. These are cemented by carbonate of lime intoa conerete’

about as hatd-as what would be made by commen  moxriar. The

peaks on both sides of the.river are very rugged, pacticularky on
the north, one of them looking like a-large city on a hill threeior
four miles below our camp.. On the plain mearthe Gila,is.a black
pyramid of basalt, standing iselated, and about 300 feet high.. On

the high plain, we found little tufts of Tgrass under the bunches of
Frémontii; the country almost bare, and only an occasional mes-
qaite tree, and no tree on -the mountain. Or" the plains of the

~river this morning, saw somé ‘sign of forméer habitation, but very
little; two of our mules were abandbned to-day.
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November 19, (Thursday.)—Awoke at day-dawn, as uspal, and
found ice half an inch thick, and the air very cold. We climb the
table-bench again 30 feet, and travel until we gradually get into
the bottom of the Gila again, at the point of Bighorn mountain,
where Carson shot a doe of the Bighorn or mountain sheep. This
animal had the face of the sheep, but with very short hair all over;
its horns were like those of the common wether; its color in the
face, like the face of a dun cows; back and sides reddish grey, and
the buttocks white—the white Tunning down with a distinct lipe of
demarcation tothe hocks. The animal probably weighed 70 pounds;
it-had a very short tail, about two and a half inches; the foot very

like a sheep; several of the males showed themselves on the cliffs; "

up which they climbed with ‘great facility; their horns were very
large, and their appearance much differept from the fentale; it is
said their horns sometimes weigh more ‘than their bodies. *The
mountain upon which they disappeared is a coarse amygdaloid of

ranite and sienite, the current of which wis' a sort of granite,
probably the Jebritus. ‘West of 'this point, there were strata of
Jark-colored slate, alternately with sandstone ‘and coarse granite
amygdaloid, (their strata and their laminal;) the fields very much
broken; at one point dipping south; a hundred ygrds further, dip-
ping west, and again vertical; the mountain range was narrow, and
ran of southeast; apd beyond, in that direction, it appeared fo

change in character. The diluvion was the same as yesterday, eX-._

cept that west of the Bighorn, it had more sand, which, in places,
had drifted into heaps. Distance, 191 miles, west southwest. En-
camped on abundance of ‘coarse grass, in what recently had been
the bed of ‘the river, the chantmel being now a few hundred yards
north; the bottom of ‘the river abounded in places incrusted with
salt, and grown with a vegetable with round pulpy leaf,
2955 peculiar to the salt plains. The same has been the
.@-;-ﬂo case'since we lost sight of former habitations, render-
ing it probable that this land will not produce by cul-
tivation. Of the salt plains, the vegetation was very much the
same as above, but a little thinner; no timber on mountain or hill;
- in fact, Bighorn did not support a ‘shrub; the cotton-wood on the
border of the Gila, being' the only apology for trees, and none of
them very large. In 1771, 2 Franciscan friar (Padre Garcéz) de-
scribes the Gila as fringed with plenty of “young cotton-woods, so
that he could hardly see the river. We passed a little cane in a
slough east of the point of the Bighorn, enough for a dozen ani-
mals or so; which is the only place where.any thing could halt for
a single night, except this. Several of our animals fell far to the
rear in coming to camp, and the only one of our beef cattle left
was not to be found this morning. From this out, then, our food
must be peas, beans, and.corn, with mule-meat, if we should findit
necessary to come to that.

November 20, (Friday.) —The morning cool;. ice formed in our
vessels; Captain Moore reports that one of his sick men had fallen
to the rear; orders were giveng#o start one hour later than usual;
the man came up in the night; marched at a quarter past 9, and
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ascended the diluvial bench, which we found very sandy; and off
to our left, in the southeast, we could see a very long sand-heap,
layirg near the van of Bighorn mountain; the plain reached to the
south and northwest, to the limits of the horizon, in places; in
others, intercepted by mountain peaks, which stood upon the sur-
face, as if built, although fantastic in shape, steep, and rugged; the
road was loose, and hard upon the animals—the pebbles and sand.
We got into the bottem of the river abont six miltes out, where we
found the travelling very bad, on account of the dry dust and brush.
Encamped about three-quarters of a mile from the river, 6ppositea
number of salt lakes, which were very miry; our apimals, several
of them, got in, and one tired wmule did not get out. The difficulty
of finding the river kept the men late in the night before they got
through with getting water to ¢ook with; these salt lakes would
not suit. Ducks and geese abounded: Distance, 16 miles. About
six miles out, where we descended the diluvion, we passed a moun-
tain of greyish basalt, and some evidence of displaced strata of
coarse slate and amygdaloid at the base. We are approaching the
Colorado, and hope to find it within 40 miles. Our animals begin

“to show the effects of the hard service, and many of them no doubt

are destined to leaye their bones to bleach on the desert west of the
Colorado.

November 21, (Saturday.)—Marched at the usual hour, our ani-
mals looking bad, from the offects of cold and the salt water which
they drank. After marching seven miles, we came. to the river,
and watered. Along it, at this point, opposite to a four-turretted

= point of the motuntain, on the north side; there ap-

4 / % pears to be all along the river a fair prospect fora
’ /%'\%2,%\ camp; three miles further, and we came t5 a bot-
ANt om in which we found a fine camp for this country.
Grass enough for a halt, and the general determined to lay by for
the day. The thickets on the Gila here are yery difficult to get
through at first, but the brush being Frémontii, and mostly dead, is
not hard to break away. The cotton-woods on the river are on an
average one foot. in diameter, and 25 or 30 feet high. The road
was bad to-day, impeded with loose stones of a sort of spectes
changing to mica slate. The mountains to our southwest arejcom-
posed of 2 loose-grained granite, which is so friable that it forms
grottos, or oven-shaped cavities in its sides, the roof Of‘.whtch has

the form, in many cdses, of the regular arch, which, in fact, would
suggest that improvement in architecture; if it had nqta!ready been
discovered. The granite is composed of a superabundance of
quartz and mica. : ;
November 22, (Sunday.)—Marched at the usual hour, and contin-
wéd down the Gila. On the left bank, the first eight or nine miles,
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