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signed in Mexico, which could not have been intended to meet
the exigencies of ports on the Pacifie, and at the conference which
ensued, the Mexicans, in return for relinquishing the alcobala, de-
manded the privilege of collecting duties levied upon the coasting
trade—it seemed a bagatelle that we might easily have conceded,
for it was absolutely necessary that some means should be granted
for their support. The commissioners, however, were not able to
arrange the matter, and both parties scparated in dpdgeon. Anaya
retired to the Presidio, the alcobala continued, and the merchants
were ‘extremely disappointed at the rupture ; for having a large

amount of goods destined for Durango and the adjoining provinees,

which had already passed our customs, they were unwilling to risk

the transit before some positive arrangement had been established
between the two parties.

These official misunderstandings, however, did not prevent con-
stant visits of the Mexican officers and their families to the port—a
few of them were pleasant, conversible, intellizent gentlemen, but
generally speaking, they were dirty, ill-bred persons, without moral
principle, and the greatest liars in existence, and they invariably
taxed one another with being cowards. On entering Mazatlan,
they were obliged to register their names and report the time of
departure. We were occasionally amused when they assured us
they found great difficulty in the search for their amanfes, and
had not been received with the same ardor of affection that so

long an absence would have justified.

CHAPTER XXIX.

Durixe the period of our occupation of Mazaltan, the rema-'m—
ing ships of the squadron had not been idle along the neig}.tb{:rmg
shores of the gulf. The Port of Guaymas, on the Main, had
been closely guarded by a sloop of war ; and notwithstanding the
immense s@wrim-ity of force, under the Mexican General;
Campuzano==of five hundred regular troops—he had been at all
times beaten, whenever attempting any demonstrations upon the
town—on one occasion with the loss of twenty killed and forty
wounded ;—affairs which sufficiently damped their ardor, and
warned them to keep beyond the reach of their invaders.

The Peninsula, also, had been the theatre of more serious
struggles; and as the events attending their history were in
themselves characterised by the utmost gallantry, reflecting the
highest degree of praise upon the actors, who bore their plumes
most bravely ; and as they were, in fact, the only affairs of im-
portance, which may be considered -as shedding a ray of glory
upon -our arms, during the naval operations on the Mexican
coast, T may be excused for relating them more in detail.

It may be recollected, that prior to the departure of the
squadron from Lower California, through urgent solicitations

made’ by the respectable inhabitants, a small detachment of
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marines,nder command of Lieut, Charles Heywood, U. §. N,
had been deputed: to ocetipy the little town of San José.
As I have before mentioned, the

settlement is sitnated in a
narrow valley, about a Teague at its greatest width on the gulf,

and is rapidly wedged in, @s it falls back into the interior,

by con-
verging walls of lofty barren mountains,

little stream of pure water, which, in pleasing contrast to the
parched arid hills :

around, brightens the landscape with m
patches of cultivated fields, fruits, and foliage.
this little vale, upon a

It is fertilized by a swift

any green
In the bosom of
slight eminence, two miles from the bay,
reposes the Mission—a village

of some five hundred inhabitants—
having a broad ave

nue running entirely through it, in

a parallel
line with the stream,

At the upper end was a square adobie

building, protected in the rear, by an abrupt descent to the base

ofithe plain, and the front facing

and luol{ing down upon the
wholeglength of the main street.

This was designated as the
Cuartel: On the right, and opposite angle, stood another com-
modious dwelling, behind which a high wall ene
court-yard: it was owned by an American

lan, and océupied by his agent, Mr.

losed a small
» Mr. Mott, of Mazat-
ugene Gillespie—who as an
amateur in the trying events that ensued, well won the guerdon of
a brave and loyal gentleman.

Immediately upon landing; on the 9th November, 1847, these
two buildings we

re taken possession of, End the
wasdisplayed. The Cuartel was found to
condition, and to prevent the wall
beams and pillars were

American flag
be ina very dilapidated
s and roof from falling, cross-

used to prop the decayed timbers, while

numbers of: useless windows and doorways were closed up with

masonry, leaving the main entrance and another portal in the
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rear, where a platform was laid for more convenient trayersingsof
a cannon. ‘

The low parapet which invariably surmounts the flat roofs or
azotegs of Spanish houses, was raised sufficiently to afford a brea'st-
high protection, and the walls were plei.'C(‘d -at the commanding
points, with loop-holes for musketry : this, with a trench between
the two buildings, constituted the defences.

The garrison numbered twenty-five, including the Command«?r
and his four subordinates. This force, however, was swelled, m
a numerical sense, by about twenty friendly natives, who, in
seeking protection under the pledges conveyed in our proclama-
tions, had timidly volunteered their services, m‘ case -I'JF aSSfll.llt.
Still, they were of but little effective aid, and, with their families,
only served to reduee the provisions and usvles;sly waste  the
limited supply of ammunition with which the garrison had b'een
furnished. The gun, too, was an unwicldy nine-pounder ship’s

carronade, mounted upon a clumsy slide, without wheels for easy
transportation, or any of the conveniences necessary for manceu-
vering on land. It was planted in front of the Cuartel, 40" sweep
the avenue with its fire. The force was.dividedbetween the two
positions, and with but forty rounds of ball cartridges in the cae-
touche boxes, the little band calmly held their ground.

The Californian partisans who had enrolled themselyes for
guerrilla warfare on “the Peninsula, were composed of mongrel
bodies of deserters and disbanded-soldiers from the Main, together
with divers Yachi Indians, and other-disaffected vagabonds, who,
thaving nothing to lose, and anzious f6r plunder, either from their
own c\-;untr_ymcn or their enemies, were indifferent by what means
it was to be obtained.

This force amounted in. the aggregate to more than six hundred
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mounted men, tolerably well equipped with weapens, and com-
manded by Pineda, Mexia, Moreno, Angulo, and Mejatés: © The
last-named individual had been former Captain of ‘the port of
Mazatlan. He was a man of activity and desperate courage, for
which last quality, at a later day, he paid the penalty with his
life.

TFhe passions of these guerrillas had been violently inflamed by
the perstasions and advice: administered by a shrewd Mexican
priest, named Gabriel Gonzales, who, fearing probably a loss of
clerical influence among the native population, and inheriting,
with all his race, a natural antipathy to the march of the Anglo-
Saxon, consequent upon the secession of the territory,m ade unceas-
ing efforts by every means in his power to have a strong blow
struck for its salvation.. He partially sueceeded.

The original scheme of the Mexican leaders was, in the first
instance, to have made a concentrated attack upen the town of
La Paz, at the time in possession of a company of the New York
regiment, under Lt. Colonel Burton ; but perceiving the weakness
of the force to contend against, in the small garrison of San José,
and deeming it an easy prey, they divided their force, and with
the moiety resolved upon its destruction.

Hardly had the squadron disappeared below the horizon from
San José, before reports came flying thick and fast, that a serious
attack was contemplated. These rumors only infused renewed
energy in the preparations for defence and resistance, nor.was the
garrison kept long in suspense.

On the morning of the 19th, ten days after the sailing of the
ships of war, a small cavaleade, bearing a banner of truce, entered
the village, and by a blast of trumpets demanded a parley.
Possibly, to give additional weight to the summons, clouds of dust
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were beheld rolling down the valley, and strong squadrons of eav-
alry scouring the roads and nnderwood, in advance of their main
body. ~The €ffect was not realized. The flag of truce was mef
by an equal mimber from the Cuartel, and a missive received,
demanding, under the high appeal of Dios Patria y Libertad, an
immediate surrendér, under penalty of the horrors of annihilation
by a greatly superior force. The reply was prompt and decisiye :
the American commander regretting his inability to comply with
the summons; and declaring his intention to defend his flag against
all odds

Negotiations being thus courteously terminated, the guerrillas,
nearly two hundred strong, skirted the suburbs,and took up a
position on the right of the American quarters, behind the ¢hurch,
on an elevation, three hundred and fifty yards distant, laterally
commanding the town ; it was called La Lomita.

During the afternoon the Mexican eagle and tricolor was un-
farled, and with cheers and pealing bugles, they opened a fire
from a six-pounder and musketry, continuing the work until dark.
The shot, however, did but little damage to the soft adobie walls,
save fracturing cornices or boring fresh apertures for loop holes;
nor was it judged prudent to return their salutes but rarely, inas-
much as the carronade of the Cuartel could not, without much
difficulty, be brought to bear upon the enemies’ hill, and the
Jimited supply of ammunitior rendered it advisable to await closer
quarters Wigh the small arms.

As night closed around the valley, there was a cessation of
firing ; the garrison remaining under arms momentarily antici-
pating a' more vigorous attack ; nor were they disappointed. By
ten o’clock the besiegers had cautiously erept within close prox-

imity to the occupied buildings, and with a field piece in the main
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street, began a simultancous assault from all directions, front and
rear. Showers of bullets flew into every hole.and aperture of the
.Cuzu'tcl, whilst determined efforts were made togain a Todgment
in the opposite house : but they-were severally repulsed with loss,
and not an ounce of lead was thrown away, or powder idly burned
without a definite object. { :

wounded.

Three of the garrison -only, were

A hot but ineffective fire was kept up by the assailants durine
the night, but at daylicht the force was withdrawn acain to tl::
camp at La Lomita.  All the following day the g:m'rih‘;}] were en-
circled by the guerrillas, who maintained a brisk 7ﬁl‘i¥ of musketry
from behind the walls and ‘parapets of adjoining dwellings. The
disparity of numbers was too great to risk the chances of dislode-
ing them at the point of the bayonet, 2

With the night the garrison were still under arms at their posts
The plan of the guerrillas was to have stormed the front of the
Cum"h}l with .f'r):‘-f‘w; picked men, under cover of three field pieces ,
:ccmf-'te tl;cl}dhcnlurgc}? from the nine-pounder, rush in, and cap-

ure1t, whilst other bodies, provided with bars and ladders. were
to scale the azofeas, and then pour ‘in a destr 1 '11111('1‘

; a destructive fire on the
occupants below. In the end, these matured ecaleulations were
defua‘tud : nevertheless, the positions were well chosen, and the
Mexzicans in readiness for the assault.  Just before midnicht the
garrison sentinels challenged : the hail was immediately m;‘;ver(‘d
by trumpets sounding a charge, and a heavy fire from guns, and
small ‘arms; at the same instant, Mejares, the commandant of

artillery, with four of his followers, in leadine the forlorn hope
= g ")

were riddled by rifle balls from the besieged, whilst another in striv-
Ing to bear away the body of his comrade, fell mortally wounded
en the same bloody, heap, Deprived of the animating exam

THE BRAVE WHALEMEN.
ple of their leader, the storming parties faltered, thus disconcert-
ing the entire movement, and they returned to their encampment
without attempting further demonstrations that night.” Eight
newly made graves was the sole glory reaped in this abortive
strogole.

Meanwhile a series of vigorous attacks had already been com~
niénced upon the command at La Paz, but was repulsed by a
gouter resistance than was anticipated ; equally unprepared for
the gallant conduct-of ‘the little band at San José, and depressed
by the loss of their leader, the guerrilla chiefs ordered their
partisans to again unite in the north, for a combined movement
upon La Paz—as had been originally intended.

This eourse of action was considerably hastened, on the:morn-
ing of the 21st, by the appearance of two large vessels in the
offing ; eventually proving to be the whale ships ¢ Magnolia” and
¢« Fdward,” of New Bedford—Captains Simmons and Barker—
who learning from a launch, near Cape San Lucas, the state of
affairs in San José, without a thought to their own interests,
resolved to do the utmost for the garrison. Standing boldly into-the
bay, dropping anchor, discharging a cannon, and taking in sails
together, they succeeded completely in deceiving the guerrillas,
who were posted in strength on the beach to oppose a landing ;
and who, under the belief that the ships were either men-of-war or
transports, fell back to their camp, and shortly after retreated up
the valley ; not, however, without giving a parting volley to the
Cuartel, which was courteously returned by Mer. Gillespie, who
knocked a trooper from his saddle by a rifle-bullet.

On being informed of the straightened situation of their coun=
trymen, these bold captains, with their -brave erews, armed

themselves with muskets, lances, spades, and harpoons from thei
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ships, and sixty in number at once-landed, and marched«to" the

Cuartel. The provisions and ammunition of the garrison-had

been negily exhausted, and these re

solute whale-men instantly
brot

1ght on shore a quantity of bread—all the powder they pos-
sessed, and even parted with hand and deepssea leads to mould
into bullets! Not contented with this,

they formed into com-
panies—were drilled—and evinced

an enthusiasm to do good battle
for those they had so generously and disinteres

stedly ‘succored.
Not only were these gallant de€s undertaken without solicitation,

but they nobly gave food and raiment to many of the timid
peasantry received on board their ships. If any more admirable
patriotism can be shown than this, let it be inscribed in grateful
remembrance, with the names of Simmons and Barker !

A few days later a government transport and corvette arrived -
the garrison was supplied with

two more earronade guns, and an
abundance of ammunition

and provisions. The quarters were

and an adobie bastion, with four
embrasures raised in front of the Cuartel

considerably strengthened,

. The force was also
increased by ten marines, and sixtéen men whose terms of service
had not quite expired ; many of whom were invalids, and were

thus merely a make-weight upon those they had been detailed to

assist.

For a month: all remained quie

t in the vicinity—the guerrillas
had fallen back upon La l’uz._

Reports,, however, gave every indi-
cation that another and more serious attack -was contemplated
upon-San José ; but, notwithstanding this state of affairs, and the
events which had transpired, the commander of the corvette saw
no further cause for alarm

» and being hom{-.wardfbound, sailed
for the United States.

The bold whalers had alsg long since
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departed—although not until their services had beendno more
required—and at length the bay was once more dcsert'el : e
No: longer deterred by the men-of-war, the gucrrll.ns, a:’vcz
boen baffled in their demonstrations upon La Paz, again 1}'(’%10 ;
oduction of San José, with such an overw 1e-mmg
31 :L{ the result beyond & doubt. Accordingly,
! Ae sult beg
;(:Oiilr?i u:) tlfc;rccnmp, with three hundred cavalry, they n:jtoru(z
the low:r valley on the 15th of Janmary. .For a wefk(;hebr:i;q
posted within a leagfe‘of the village, whilst dem? 1: : iocm s.
were employed driving off cattle and holrses, df-:s‘troﬁyjnD h > t};m,
and intercepting all communicationhmt: thi:;:::;m i
. g small schooner anchored in the bay, having 4
folrStt,h: gl:rrison. The following morning, the sea rolzlld ‘1;:1]:?;!;23
free fi'O‘ll-'i the enemy, two officers and five men, well ar .‘ dats
nlmunted} started to communicate with the vcs;(el.fnl):lii:dm;
the beach, they were surronnded by an :1.111-"1;11903( e o .
and fifty guerrillas, and taken prisoners. bl{mt-tlyl if;fert‘]:irr .f:.iends
were earried up the valley : with pain and anxie A
saw them fromthe Cuartel; ‘without the mfmm 0_7 1_\ iz
: .m relicf. Fmboldened by this success, which was indeec :
;3]11;::1 IIL(:;:Fto the little garrison, the guerrillas crnzltl‘ni:i:l)t::
lines, and each day found them nearer the town. Ag

] i d € = n111e8 were
I 1 C il 1€ 3
DESs1es L’d 15 'ld ﬂl(_‘ native resl 1i nt ] w1 t} 21 la!] 1

i i rters.  Step by step the
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already three feet in. thickness, were increased by planting stakes
inside, which were filled up with hard timber and sand ; and such
was its strength, that twelve-pound shot, fired at forty - yards,
made no pereeptibleimpression: from the azotea of this entrench-
ment the Mexican flag floated in defiance.

Besides these annoyances, almost every dwelling in the street
was loopholed, occupied and protected by heayy angular barricades
of pickets and earth, making safe points for the use of musketry,
whilé the church and suwrrounding eminences were stl'l'_)ﬂn'iy
guarded. ¥

During these operations the garrison had not been merely spec-
tators. They made a number of sorties, with the loss of but one
man killed, and succeeded in saving a small quantity of rice. But

by the 10th of February, the guerrillas had entire possession of

the town, and from front, sides and rear of the Cuartel, they

were enabled to throw a raking fire. From that time forth, the
fusillade was incessant; the least esposure of person being made
the target for a simultaneous discharge of fifty bullets:-and from
long practice they were found well skilled in handling their
weapons—pouring the lead in at every aperture.

On the afternoon of the 11th, the garrison had to lament tha
death, of the: second in command, Passed Midshipman Tenant
MeLenahan.” While engaged at his duties on the azotea, amid a
shower of deadly missiles, he was struck down by a bullet in the
throat, and fell with one hand clasping the flagstaff that upheld
the colors he had so intrepidly defended. He was a young officer
of undaunted resolution, courageous and energetic. He expired
two hours after being wounded, and was ]mried in rear of the

Cuartel, whileithe sharp whistling of bullets and reports of canuon
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echoed over his antimely grave—a fitting requiem for the moble
spixit. that had taken its flight.*

The commander and a single officer were now all that remained.
The whole garrison numbered but sixty, including sick, wounded,
and twenty of the enrolled natives; the buildings were crowded
to excess with women and children ; they were to be fed; provis-
jons were becoming scarce ; bread was entirely gone, and naught
remained, save a few days’ salt meat on half an allowance. In
addition to the want of these necessaries, the assailants had .cut
off the access to the stream in rear of the Cuartel, or at least so
enveloped the outlets and approaches to the pools—by screens of
sand and barricades of pickets—as to make it a matter of almost
cerfain death to seek water, either by day or night. There was
no other course to pursue than the arduous task of digging a well
within the walls. This, by the most untiring exertions, was
finally accomplished, by boring thirty feet through the solid rock.

In such an emergency, surrounded by nearly ten times_their
numbers, less undaunted spirits might reasonably have succumbed
to the perils of a seize that was hourly becoming more straitened.
But the beleagured little garrison, though a small band, were true
to themselves. There were neither murmurs nor thoughts of sur-
render—they still vigilantly guarded the defences—with but limited
rest or food—while the bullets and shot of the besiegers flew in
by the loop-holes, or plunged thromsh the walls. Yet there was
no flinching—ever on the alert—for hours and hours they watched
the enemy, and wo betide the adventurous guerrilla, who, becoming

rash from fancied security, exposed an inch of flesh? the leaden

» On an eminence overlooking the bay, & small white railing and tablet mark the
spot where the remains of poor McLenshan were subsequently buried, with the
honors of war.




214 CHAPTER XXIX

messenger fromi. some deadly catbine gave sad warning to his
comrades.

It was evidently the intention of the guerrillas to starve the
garrison into submissionywho had already sustained a close seige of
more than four weeks, resisted many-determined assaults, and made
a-number of successful sorties. Yet their position had become
eminently eritical, and without speedy relief, their well-defended
flag would have to he hanled down. It did not hang upon the
simple results devolving upon capture. They felt no greater
uneasiness on that score than commonly fallssto. the lot of the
vanquished in civilized warfare. But the innecent inhabitants,
who had sought refuge under the inducements held forth by our
proclamations, and who trustingly relied upon American arms to
shield them from-the inevitable fate to which they were to be
devoted by those whose vindictive hate and malice they had pro-
voked-—and whose grifos—crics—resounded from every house-
top, singling out by name, with bitter taunts and revilings, thoge
most obnoxious, and the doom in_store for their apostacy—were
the canses that sfill nerved the hearts of their defenders.

Joyfully, on the evening of the 14th of February, the garrison
beheld a ship of war sail into the bay, and though apprehensive
that the opposition would'be too great to admit of a landing, yet
at daylight the following morning an hundred of the crew disem-
barked, and soon after; the musketry from the Mexicans opened
upon them. The odds were four to one; but steadily the seamen
rushed on, pouring in their fire, and fighting their way, pace by
pace, until met by a party from the Cuartel, when the guerrillas
retreated, with a loss of fifteen killed and thirty-five wounded.
Thus was the little band relieved, their wants attended to, and
the sick and wounded cared for. The enemy, bafled in their
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enterprise, and deterred by the presence of the corvetbe, deserted
the valley. for the interior.

A month later, Captain Steele, of the New York volunteers,
with thirty mounted zen, left La Paz,jand-after a flying march of
sixty miles, reached San Antonio, when, dashing:into the plaza,
they put the garrison to flight; rescued  the party captured at
San José; and returned to their post, with the loss of but one man
killed—having performed the entire distance of one hundred and
thirty miles within thirty hours! Such gallant little forays need
no comment. FPhe prisoners had been treated with extreme
kindness, and -although moved from place to place, never experi-
enced the slightest, insult or injury.

Early in April, Lt. Col. Burton’s command being reinforced by
another company from the upper territory, with one hundred and
fifty of the volunteers, moved towards the interior; while seventy-
five seamen and marines left San José to form a junction at San
Antonio. Before the bodies united, Lt. Col. Burton, with his
troops, came up with the guerrillas, three hundred and fifty strong,
at Todos Santos, and after a severe action, totally defeated them,
taking many prisoners and their leaders. By the close of the
month, the town of San José was occupied by Captain Naglee,
of the volunteers, and the naval force was withdrawn.

Thus ended the war on the peninsula of California.




