CHAPTER XXXIV.

Amerieans could sweep over the grand plateau, and as easily
conquer the fair city of Guadalajara.

At the time of 'my atrival, the state government felt assured of
support, and besides having means at hand to prevent any insnr-
rection, had dispatched a battalion of three hundred soldiers, with
two pieces of artillery, to oppose Paredes. Nevertheless, pre-
parations had been made to guard against any attempt nearer
home, and on passing through a private apartment of an official
residence, I observed a number of persons busily employed
making ball-cartridges, but, as usual, they were too greatly dis-
proportioned with powder, and as a consequence the Mexicans

generally overshoot the mark.
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I was duly installed in my former lodgings at the French
fonda, and in the afternoon, being a holiday; went to the Plaza de
Toros. The arena was spacious, but without the wooden screens
within the circle to protect the tauridors and bandilleros, as is seen
in the bull-rings of old Spain. The amphitheatre was well
arranged, and capable of containing many thousands, with a
separate enclosure, at a more elevated stand, filled with_troops,
with fixed bayonets, and .commanding a good sweep around the
audience. The exhibition was more of a cow-combat. thantan
old-fashioned bull-fight; they are miserable, disgusting scenes at
best, and the stranger ever takes sides with the tortured beasts
against their brutal tormentors. Here the horns were sawed
partly off, or blunted with leaden beads; in other respects the
affair was conducted as elsewhere. As the military governor,
Yafties, appeared beneath his crimson canopy, the music ceased ;
the gayly-dressed bands of picadores, bandilleros, tauridors, on
foot and horse, headed by the Matador, with long toledo in his

hands, bowed reverently before the General and Judges ; then

crossing themselves, a pause ensued ; the dulce men, and cicar

venders, old beldames with chairs, and boys with sombra—shade
tickets—held their peace. The arena was cleared of all but the

mounted prickers and scarfmen; a bugle sounded, low, heavy
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panels within the barricade of the circus swung back, and im
rushed the bulls. It is always to me the finest sight, when the
fierce beast—before becoming blinded with rage—lightly stirs the
ground bark with his fore foot, moves his head slowly from side
to side—the eyes flaming in a sparkle of lambent jet—when with
breath short and quick, with a wary glanee around, he selects—
poor fool—some light, fluttering object, instead of the arms that
wave it, gives one deep’angry bellow, and dashes forward. Then
begin the leaping antics of his active enemies: they tease him to
insanity, fire-work him, until the sulphurous flames blister his
tough hide ; hood him, prick him, stab him—he is killed ; and the
two white steeds, decorated with streaming red ribbons, bound in,
and the slaughtered beast, with glassy eyes and lolling tongue, is
dragged ont. Sometimes, though rare ly, the animal is terrified
by his novel position, and no coaxing will make him show ficht ;
then boys and -vagabonds generally are permitted to leap the
barricades, and chase the scared brute about the eircus, with
shouts-and hisses, when he is driven ont to feed the dogs. Then
there are cheering gritos for ]rlt'li<">1‘|::1;.'-.‘ dextrous 1;‘1'.';1-Tul:*,
who, with long poles, and a short spike at the end, afoot,
withstand the lunge of the bull, until the hide in the terrible
exertion is nearly entirely loosened from the frame; or when the
daring Matador, with a single vigorous plunge, drives the long
blade to the very hilt, through a bloody sheath, into the tired
beast. Again at longo intervallo, a few coins are flung into the
cirele, to reward the favored gladiators.  All this, with plenty of
dust, oceans of orchata, and a fair show of lovely faces, made up
the bull fight.

Later in the evening 1 attended the kind Padre to tho

Comedia. The theatre was small, prettily painted, gilded,
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‘carved; and partienlarly well-stocked with fleas. The saudience

was ighly respectable, and the fomale portion still preserved my
appreeiation of their beanty on the former visit—there “was less
youth, but an ‘el degree of matronly comeliness. Unlike the

‘saffron-hued damsels generally seen ﬂ:r‘mghout‘Meiico, these

doias had roundéd forms, Tosy complexions, and such soft, .
Janraid ¢yes; and har so smoothly Bandod or braided, that T often
folt tompted to pass my hand over the satin tresses of a lovely
worian seated'before me. RS

The plaiy” was a  most horrible tragedy—all about Moors,
Gtmins and Granada’The setors maznificontly dressed, heav-
ing unneeessarily long rospirations at svery word—in fact a
gasping “species of elocution. The prompter, too, within his
covered trap behind the foot-lights, wheszed like one far gone in
the asthma, with a voice louder {han the performers.

Thieandicnse puffd paper eizars—men, Women and children—
antil the smoke beeame so dense, that nothing was perceptible

on the stage, save alone the shining armor that encased the legs

of & Moor.

- The Gartain foll at midnight; and after an hour passed in a
brillisnt eafé, sippinz ices and punch, 1 returnzd to mine inn.

Tt was with unfeizned regret T parted with the gentlemen who
hadheen eivil to a6 at Guiadalajara—particularly Seftor Llamas
and the exeellont Padre —may they abids muchos azos—in health
and prosperity in their beautiful city. :

~On the 7¢h of June, escorted by my former antique guide,
Cypriano, who quite reminded me of a knight of the dark ages,
with lance and pennon, we got in the saddle, at nine by the
evening clock, and pursued our path throush the silent lanes and

suburbs of the city. Without the moon to light our footsteps,
13
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from their fair hands, and, with a rough push, ery  Basta f basta

muchache ! anda! Be off with you.” Qld ¢

ypriano lost patience
at last; and seizing his

lance, swore by the Holy Virgin if he did
not know how to treat a cavallero, who spent his cash like 1 king,
he’d teach him—he would P These threats had the desired
effect ; and calling off his handmaid

ens, he sent them to the coczna,
sat down before the door, and le

ft us in peace. I'remained at the
Meson until daylight, reclining on a 1

arge rough-huilt settee in
the patio, with no othe

I covering than a comforfable serapa
between my body and a canopy of stars:
to the close, damp holes within the building,
min parade in battalions on the look-out for
Moreover,

certainly preferable
where fleas and ver-
wayworn travellers
nothing can exceed the dolicions atmosphere of the
nights, in the Therra templada of Mexico,

soft, yet invigorat-
ing—clear, calm and refreshing.

I speak, of course, of the dry
season—with the rains one must seek a more modern habitation.
pinto, grinding his last mouthful
of grain beside me, ready for a start.
say, wide awake as a black fish, and
Vayase con Dios—go to heay

My venerable sohlier‘hczd the

I arose, as the sailors
sSwunr into the saddle.
en, or the other place, justas the into-
nation implies—said the grum inn keeper.
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in—retorted Cypriano, as he grip-
ingly counted out the rials for our entertainment ;

I threw some-
thing more weighty to

the muchachas, who repaid me with kindly

wishes.

With the fresh air of morning we left Madel
some miles along the borders of a broad,
Same name, until the road diverged to the right, when we were

obliged to forsake the goed ground, and Tevel country, for tedions
labor, over mule Paths and rugged mountains,

ena, and kept for
shallow lake, of the
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At Muchatilti we passed some ninety soldiers, horse and foon,
uchs : ! : :
barefoot, conveying a pack of rascally-looking thieves, and a sm f
o : i I ber o
field pi;ce They were attended by twice this 11l1111_'l o
: - i ir lie S0
men and children, who at times relieved their liege or.1
s i : ensis on
skets or equipments, with the weight of camp utonhl :
. : g oi the de-
their heads. On questioning a sergeant belonging to ;
: : - leagues a day,
e snerally marched four leag
tachment, he told me they ge \ e
i blized to throw the gun fr
and in many places were oblig it
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Buena Vista, and wi ‘ : o
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: =i -
marching, and powers of enduring privation go, I presum :
. - s.
M icm:s can do as much, if not more, than other na:lmnd
- i ' ell officered an
ient in courage either, when well o]
They are not deficient in courag : e
led—some of their bloody internal struggles attest it—but
us they proved sadly deficient in both. : ‘ e
I have but little knowledge of what constitutes t edlg p .t
i 2w indifferen
field for extended military operations; but from a few in t]1J e h
; ntri as jn this trip throng
i icke in other countries, as well as in
ideas picked up in o ! : : :
Mexico, I think I may hazard the belief that. in the line ot
: reh f’rom Guadalajara towards the Pacific, there are seldom me
ma a d : L‘
ith positions adapted to the operations of large bodies of troops,
Wi S 5 202 ; i
and save in the vicinity of large towns, an army of any fmag >
: - ~ s
tude would find difficulty in procuring subsistence ; ur.
; 5 i
country is thinly populated,and hut little land under cultiva 1011.,
: . e hla e t
and though I should judge not totally impassible for artillery, i
(=]

i 5 {rain, ov
certainly seems an impracticable routgfor a numerous 3

heavy guns.
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. Making no longer stay at the brightly-stained inn of Muck
tilti than was reguisitc to swallow a cup of coffee, and thra,;h -
ﬁ.lf:hy Indian for being caught flagrante delicti—stealine a bikt ofa:
silver from my bridle—we traversed the tableJandc beyond
and }Jegan-zigzaging through defiles of mountains on thj a ,
proach to the Plan de Barraneas. The sky became overcast—lz

thunder was erowli rily i i
growling anerily in the distance, when we overtook

a drove of mules, the arrieros urging them at speed down a valley to
(], : - - : :
scape the fury of the tuwpending storm. Descendine to the base
=) %
of a gorge, we crossed the rocky bed of a rippling brook
=

. . , and re-
moving the saddles from our horses,

: led them above, and secured
1em to a tree, whilst we ascended still hicher
(=) ?

and sought
refuge under the lee of %

; & great shelving crag that had once
ormed part of the stapendous wall, five thousand feet above us
Rain began to fall in large heavy dro ;

ps, lightning to olare
and thunder came nearer. g s

The air was per i
1 was perfectly still ;
sharp whistles and eries of i ; Ll
stics and eries of the drivers echoed and re-echoed from
side to side of shas i
le of the chasm, as they hurried their beasts across the
strcam.  By-and-by a strong gust of wind went rushing ove
head, the : e :
ead, the thunder came crashi
- ame crashing yet closer, the dark slate-
colore 5 S e - - -
ored clouds poured down in torrents, and lichtnine forked
e = o o )
flashing and vivid, made the Narrow v,

and fire. The

alley tremulous with noise
: rain descended jn unbroken sheets, and in
an % 3, '1- 142 14 - 3
wmeonceivably short space of time, the bubbline brook had be
o o d be-
come a boiling torrent, swelli i
I ent, swelling a :
e , ng and leaping from rock to rock,
» &b 1ast, Joining i the uproar of rain, wind, flame and
thunder, the rocks tl ’
: e rocks themselves we ang i
: ,} o s themselves were looscued, and came rumbling
and crashmg down the ste ; 7 :
el g 1e steep gorges, and were swept away in the
whir loaming watems
rlpool of foaming watem. He who has never beheld a quickly-

raised storm amid wild mountain passes, and the amazing power of
o
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thé elements, can have but a vague idea of Nature when clothed
in all her angry grandeur and sublimity.

The nubarrada was soon oyer, but the whole face of the valley
was changed : trees and undergrowth had been torn up by the
roots or washed down—deep fissures had been cut wherever the
red clayey soil gave play to the impetuous currents—masses of
basaltic granite had been dislodzed, thrown from-their founda-
tions, hurled some distance below, and either served to block up
some open channel, or enlarge others; and the point where the
path crossed the stream had been burrowed out into a deep,
raging pool, which would in futare be impassible.

One of the poor mules belonging to the drove, with his cargo
of sugar, had been caught and carried away in the contending
water ; the arrieros cursed like infidels, and wickedly declared they
had long before wished a like fate might befall him for his stu-
pidity.

As the thunder went muttering to the adjacent mountains, and
the flood was still deluging our devoted heads, I yelled into the ear
of Cypriano, who all the while kept his cigarillo alight, that it was
wna cosa rica—a fine display—tiene vd rason—* there’s sense in
that,” said the old man, “but wouldn’t you rather have a
dry serapa and ealconcillos >  So forthwith he wrung the mois-

ture from my garments, and we prepared the horses for service.
Leading them by a dangerous foothold down the course of the
stream, we came to an enlarged basim, and halted on a smooth
belt of rocks. Here the smn shown again warm and cheerily—we
dried our reeking raiment, and I amused myself the while under

a light cascade of turbid water.

At midday we had toiled slowly up the steep sides of the Bar-
rancas, and four hours later, left the last link of the Sierra, and




