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In this, as with all mylater experience and intercourse with
island’ beauties, I became convinced that I should never fall in
love with them out of the water. There is their native element
for grage and witchery, whilst cleaving the yiclding fluid with
rounded limbs and streaming tresses, when one’s nice-sense of
perfume is not offended by rank odors of cocoanut oils, and
other villanous cosmetics, which in themselves are enough to

transform a Hebe into a Hecate.

CHAPTER XLII.

Tue large native seminary at Lahainaluna, upon which® the
Missions place great hopes of fubture usefulness, was under the
superintendence of Messrs. Andrews and  Alexander, gentlemen
attached to the Presbyterian board, who impressed us very foreibly
with their intelligence, by the liberal views they entertained in
relation to their charge, and fitness for the office.

It is intended as the hich school for the sons of chiefs of the
group, and such other youth whose aptness for instruction make
them worthy of being educated. The buildings belonging to the
institution are capable of accommodating more than one hundred
pupils.  Six hours are devoted to study and recitation : they
cook their own food, and a portion of time intended for relaxzation
is ocenpied in practical utility—chiefly agricultural pursuits, or
as the mission report of the young ladies’ school under Misy
Ogden, at the east end of Maui, states, ¢ the time from four to
five they devote to exercise with the hoe.”

About eighty of the pupils visited the frigate, by special invi-
tation—they appeared between the ages of twelve and twenty—
attired in curiously devised European garments, but clean in their
apparel, orderly and well-behaved, although awkward and uncouth
in movements. I was not struck with many intelligent faces, and

their instructors gave no very flattering ideas of their aptitude for
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the acquisition of learning. Not more than one indgwenty could be
termed a bright boy; they experience the greatest difficulty in
gaining a knowledge of the English language, and itis a question
if ‘it would not be advisable, even at this late day, to do away
entirely with the native dialect, pen up- the children, and substi-
tute some other idiom having fewer words to exptess vice, and
more, the higher attributes of morality and virtue.

Physically speaking, the students were well formed, robust, and
active, but all more or less tinged with scurfy, cutaneous dis-
orders, transmitted to them through their progenitors as an indelible
mark of esteem by the first discoverers of the islands.  Our visi-
tors‘remained on bhoard an hour, and everything was done to
make it a happy one: they climbed the rigging, went all through
the ship, fired cannons shotted, and were'loud in their admiration
of the band. Upon leaving, they seemed highly delighted,kindly
greeted us with the usnal expression of good-will—aloka '—and
very generally offered to shake hands, but we pleasantly declined,
I trust without wounding their feelings, for we were ungloved,
and a Iong way from the sulphur banks of Kilauea.

Institutions for female scholars are numerous in the group, but
there is nob one on the same scale of magnitude as that of Lahai-
paluna, nor are the girls themselves worthy of the benevolence
and solicitude extended to them by their excellent teachers. A
school at Hilo, under the direction of a missionary lady, highly
distinguished for ability and perseverance, had lately been relin-
quished on account of the abandoned character of the pupils.

These instanées must indeed dampen the ardor of the most
sangmine philanthropists, who have been so many years striving
to emancipate these Indian races from. the depths of vice and

ignorance. 'The whites. themselves; to their shame, be it said,
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are far from lessening the eyil; and I heard Mr. Cohen feclingly
and truthfully remark, in connection with the difficulties encoun-
tered in their labors, that the missionaries’ voices were but a
breath in stemming the torrent of bad examples, caused by hun-
dreds of loud voices from every merchant vessel and ship-of-war
touching at the group: = Assuredly much has been accomplished
in the outer crust of eivilization, by an association for so long
a period with the whites, but notwithstanding the almost unpar-
alleled efforts of the missions, they have gained little in true
morality, though everything, perhaps, in decency, contrasted with
the native state in former times.

The Hawaiians are naturally indolent, voluptuous and deceitful,
more imbecile than vicious, destitute of morality, preserving of
late years, the form, not from prineiple, but fear of exposure, and
subsequent punishment. Infanticide, always prevalent in the
Polynesian tribes, is here more alarmingly frequent than even
during -their darkest days of sacrifice and idolatry, caused, no
doubt, in a’ great degree, by unnecessarily severe laws against
illegitimacy. There are no government hospitals, and the disease
brought by Cook is sweeping still, with the deadly strides of a pes-
tilence. “These causes serve to check and diminish the popu-
lation to an extent hitherto unprecedented, and not unless their
very existence as a nation becomes obliterated, does there appear to
be any reasonable prospect of reform.* And now, it can be asked,
if, with all these evils entailed upon them by strangers, does it

not seem problematical, if in their days of superstition and igno-

rance they were mot morally better? Happier they certainly
were! Then, their very indolence, induced by an equable and

¥ Vide Report to the Hawaiizn Legislature of 1848, by R. C. Wyllie, Minister of
Foreign Relations.
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delicious climate, where Nature so bountifully scatters her fruits
in their path, produced an “enervating languor, where neither
cares: nor sorrows surrounded them! Now, their natural sense
and experience teach, that they cannot cope with the skill or
energy of the foreigner, and hopelessly and inevitably they must
look forward to the rapid future, when their lands will be in
strange hands, and the few remnants of. their race the slaves or
puppets of their white masters. Althongh sad the picture, the
results bear no comparison to the world at Jarge, in the benefits
aceruing to civilization by acquiring a foothold on these islands,
which, from their position and resources, are shortly destined to
beeome - of vast importance to ‘commercial enterprise in the
Pacific.

The Board of Preshyterian Missions, first in the grand work
of redemption, have done all that philanthropy could suggest, in
carnest and unceasing efforts towards reclaiming the race from
barbarism—in a spirit of the greatest liberality, expending nearly
a million of dollars, distributed through a period of thirty years—
wherein, if naught else had been adduced than the beneficial
results resting upon the simple fact, that out of a population of
about a hundred thousand, which compose the Hawaiian cluster,
more than half have been taught to read and write, instructed in
the rudiments of education, and generally conversant with the
Secriptures—this is of itself sufficient to claim the lasting gratitude
of all who have the .progress of civilization at heart. - But what
is still more surprising, this has been begun and completed within
the space of but thirty years—a point of time inconceivably brief
in the history of a nation, even. in the age of rapid advancement
in which we live.

The groundwork of Christianity has also been firmly planted,
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and so long as the Hawaiians do exist, it will go on slowly but
steadily to increase. Yet the repotts from the Board, detailing
such immense numbers of conversions made so miraculously of
late years, under missionary auspices, should be received cum
grano salis.  Surely they cannot. be intended purposely to mis-
lead—but still it has the semblance of'a sort of paid-up imaginary
capital, to swell and exaggerate the amount of their labors. . On
all sides it was universally believed, that there are not five hun-
dred true converts in the group, instead ‘of over thirty thousand,
as these reports would make out!
statements ?

Then why these incorrect
And again, a retired missionary quoting the
Honorable J. P. Judd, another gentleman formerly - attached“to
the Board and now at the head of the IHawaiian government, says:
“ The moral condition of the Islands may compare favorably with
that of any other country.”* Such glaring mendacity is beneath
the contempt of any visitor to the group blessed with eyes; and
as a slight proof of the estimate, at this late day, in which this
morality is held, the missionaries themselves, who have young
families, never permit them to acquire the native dialect, ‘m?i

most carefully guard them from any intercourse with the natives
?

fearing probably the contaminating influences of an association
so deplorably exhibited in the children of the English Mission in
one of the groups of Southern Polynesia.

: l11*"urthermm-c, the violent ravings of the retired missionary

a:ve alread_j',' qu.oted, against what he terms “papacy, prelacy,
papists, abomination of the Church of Rome,” and the like bal-
derdash, are enough to induce the belief, that were it not for'the

great conservative Law and Order party, which now rules the

* Bingham, page 609.
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worldewherein the virtuss of Hemp are duly set forth—these
dolnded enthusiasts, 50, blind8d by their fanatical zeal, would be
cutiing onéfanother’s throats, with the samé malighant ferocity
a5 in the ‘bitter wars of the: Huguenots.

The missionaries fully deserve all the love and infiuence they
possess with-the native pépulation, for the toil and labor of very
many. weaty years; passed away from homes and kindred; and so
long as they sedulously abstain from sccular affairs, and: resolutely
sonfina themselves to the field of their good work, the very piety
and blameless purity of their lives will shield them from the
smallest reproach. But human passions are everthe same:~ This
very influence induces them to take: part in the political. ¢onten-
fions of, the government; and whatever may be said to the con-
trary, it is evidently by theie direct means, or connivance, that
almost every public measure emanates. Nor-is this the most
ifmocent charge Taid at théir doors. Behold the illiberality and
want of true Christian charity, evineed not-only here, but with
equal hostility by English“missionaries in the Seciety Islands, in
unremitting persecutions and expulsion of the Catholies. Whether
directly urged by the Protestants, omat their instizgation through
the native chiefs, matters not—they were driven like dogs from
these inhospitable shores, and never dared to return until backed
by the cannon of their King.

It may well be doubted, if the Catholics had been the first
to have raised the banner of the Cross othe Islands of Pelynesia,
whether they would quietly have submitted to any foreign inno-
vations wpon their creed or forms. History gives no instances
where an acquisition has<been relinquished: ‘without a deadly
struggle; but in these days of enlightenment,yhen the field is so

ample, why not throw wide open the gate to all laborers in'the
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cause of philanthropy, where no harm ean arise, and great good
may follow ?

The Catholics lead as pure and irreproachable lives as heir

7 IR rothre :
Protestant brethren—without pethaps the comforts—and are

rapidly making proselytes; their religion teachine forgiveness
- o =)

and absolution, being more in accordance with the backsliding
b i (=}
sins of the natives, who meet with no appeal from

e n the more aus-
tere puritanism of the Protestants,

16
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After‘a delightfal visit spent at Lahaina, late one afternoon,
we bade adieu to Maui, and steering between Lanai and Molokai,
by daylight the following morning we had passed Diamond Point,
and let run our anchor at a great depth of water, a mile or more
outside the Oahu reef, the frigate’s draught being too large to allow
her to enter within the smooth and well-protected arms of the port.

We were in Honolulu—the Ismir of Polynesia—a little thriv-
ing city of nearly eight thousand people, and"its situation one of
the prettiest in the world: It lies spread about at the base of
the beautiful valley of Nuaana, upon a very gentle slope down to
the werge of the harbor. On either hand the shores are fringed
with cocoanuts, and all around, up hill and vale, save the burnt
gides of ‘the Devil’s Punch-bowl and Point Diamond, is laid the
deepest, densest verdure, as if it had been actually poured down
from the heights above, in liquid floods of foliage, until there was
miot a spot on the leafy waves where another green branch could
find a lurking. place !

Honolulu is a town of strangers, with shops, stores, and ware-
houses ; handsome dwellings with verandas and piazzas ; pleasantly
shaded cottages of elegant modern build, with grass and flowerss
and nice little straw huts, in clusters by themselves, for bache-

lors, all very cool ; then the unpaved streets are filled withsdust,
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and matives wander. about,in bright-colored, loosely-fitting gar-
ments, looking forlorny diseased, and miserable, living, no one
cares how or where; slecping in the most loathsome abodes of
wretchedness; and vilest déns-of vice; in all save absolute want
or destitution, far beloy, in the moral scale, the worst hovels of
iniquity in the great cities of the Old World! But we have no
time to.iwaste upon morals.» Presently @ low four-wheeled
vehicle rattles along—there are many of them—drawn by Kanaka
cab-horses ; very kind and humanizing it is too, for the beasts are
tame, never kick, not given to prove restive,«or run‘away, at
least with the coach! T often speculated mentally if the fair
women when taking an airing ever blushed for their eattle; and
when I saw a pious missionary lady trotting gaily by, I wondered
if she had ever seen or read a ¢ High-heeled Shoe for a Limping
Sinner”—most probably not. And then within those charming
cottages I spoke of; there are lovely women from far, far over
the seas—oh, beautiful was one !—who make music and dancing,
and most agreeable society, and hand around delicious tea fresh
from the Celestials, and piquant lemonade—eschewing vinous
eompounds—while the sweet perfume of the lime-trees is present
to eye and sense, and all pleasantly commingled with innocent
gips of scandal.

Again the quays are crowded with more miserable natives,
with sprigs of coral, shells, calibashes, or island ornaments in
their hands, looking wistfully, and silently towardsyou ;.for they
never use importunities, they are too indolent by half. ~And there
is 2 market shed near by, where a fat woman will swallow a full
gallon of poee-poee, to show how the thing is done, provided it be paid
for! Andthen, as a relief from these diseased beings, there isthe

white reef seaward, vainly chafing and lashing the coral barrier;
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and the calm harbor, clustering with fine ships, chiefly of the
oleaginous order, while whale-boats, and graceful Koawood
canoes—with light frameworks of sticks, and outrizgers to bear
them upright—are dancing over the blue wavelets.

There are agreable rides in every direction diverging from the
city. - The most fashionable is up the Nuana Valley. The road
is broad and straight, lined on either side by well-tilled planta-
tions of fruits, and patches of vegetables, with elegant country-
houses, placed ‘back from the causéway, half visible through the
rich and sombre foliage.

Five minutes’ gallop takes you, by an ecasy ascent, away from
the heat and dust of town. The atmosphere is purer and cooler,
the blue sea, shipping, reef, town, groves and fields, are lying in
miniature at you feet! Go on—pass the King’s villa—up, up,
for six or seven miles, and suddenly the trade wind sweeps with
heavy gusts, around a sharp turn of the cragey verdant peaks,
and you stand on a lofty terrace, and gaze through a great
balconied window, cut like an embrasure, and formed by piles
of rocks at the sides and base, while below is a frightful preci-
pice, and beyond a glorious undulating landscape is breathing in
verdure and beauly, dotted here and there by native hamlets,
whose bleached white thatching is glistening in the sun, with herds
of eattle upon the hill sides, chequered by bright patches under
cultivation ; while further still, the island is girdled about by hizh
waves, breaking upon the rock-bound coast with the full force of
the trades.

This is the Pali, concerning which, among other heathenish
legends, which have neither romance nor chivalric merit to
recommend them, it is said that a certain island king once hurled

from thence a number of his rebellious subjects.
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Returning, we can'ake a glance at scores of poor squalid wretches,
with closely-shaven heads, living in filthy kennels that a decent
dog would despise ; but they have been guilty of breaking one of
the commandments, and to reform their morals are herded
together, and made to labor upon the public roads!

Saturday is the Saturnalia of the Kanakas! They revel on
horseback ; the streets, roads and plains are filled with them. It
it is surprising where they all spring from ; for although they are
an ambulating population, without local attachments, and go in
schooner-loads from island to island of the group, particularly
upon the advent of a large ship of war, and no doubt are packed
very closely in their hovels in and around Honolulu, yot it still
is a matter for wonderment where all come from. Hundreds
of both sexes throng the pathways; and those more fortunate,
who can hire horses, are riding, and racing, leaping, and kieking
up all the noise and dust possible. The women bestride their
steeds like men, with petticoats tucked snugly around them, and
sometimes wearing for head gear as many as three bonnets of
different colors, one within the other, like nests of pill boxes. The
young princes of the blood, too, attended by the copper-colored
nobility of the kingdom, ride with headlong speed, and arc nét
remarkable for taking less than three-fourths of the highway, to
the great peril and inconvenience of more soberly-mounted pas-
sengers. On one pleasant evening an aristocratic sprig rode
rudely against an Anglo-Saxon demoiselle, in whose train I had

the pleasure of being, and without pausing to apologise for his

bratality, continued on, causing me to indulge in certain pious

aspirations for my Mexican whip that I might inflict a few mild
exhortations, in spite of his long line of Kanaka ancestry.

Neither men nor women sit the horse gracefully or firmly,
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and it is a matter of hourly occurrence to see them take an aérial
toss from the saddle. A certain kind of equestrian intoxication
—possibly caused by brandy—appears to possess them, and they
gallop and prance about as long as the beasts have a leg to
stand on.

It is customary for strangers visiting Honolulu, in the absence
of requisite hotel accommodation, to hire a small tenement
expressly appropriated for that purpose; many of them are
pleasant little domiciles, built of straw, and kept by their pro-
pristors tolerably clean, free from fleas, and habitable. They

redn clusters by themselves, and surrounded by adobie walls,

enclosing a few irees, and shrubbery, and generally take their
designation from the last ship of war whose officers may have
occupied them.

The Alsatia we affected was named in compliment to an
English flag-ship—Collingwood 7o/ Our hamlet was tabooed,
and none others than those especially licensed, were permitted to
darken those sanctuaries.

We arose early for a bathe on the coral flats or shoals of the
reef, then took gallop before breakfast ; and when the trade began
its diurnal breeze, and the streets were impassible from dust, we
reclined within our thatched eastles, enjoying the cooling. gusts
blowing down the Nuana, or were seated with segars beneath the
shelving eaves, regarding the natives grouped near the door-
ways! They were mostly girls—poor, miserable shameless
objects, with diseased, unhealthy complexions, lounging all day in
the glaring sun, or clustered, two and three together, sucking
poee-poee, smoking pipes, and chatting their soft idiom, low and

laughingly ; but they had not the grace, nor coy witchery of the

SOCIETY IN HONOLULU. \ 367

charming rustics of Hilo: they were city ladies—in Honolulu,
where there is more population, more want, and far more vice!

Before the sun sinks for the day, there is but little wind, and
walking or riding is then a pleasureable excitement. There is a
circle of agreeable society, too ; not alone with foreign merchants
and consuls, but with a higher order of diplomatic agents, who,
althongh severed from their homes by thousands of leagues of
water, still surround themselves with all the elegancies and enjoy-
ments of social existence which they have known in their native
lands. Indeed Oahu, though without the salubrious, agreeabla
climate of Maui, is still a place of much interest ; and from its
delightful position, and fine scenery, well worthy of all the com-
mendation that voyagers bestow upon it.




