150 .. ICE—OGDEN’S HOLE.

Just before sunset we reached a small opening hetween the
mountain ranges, covered with a dense growth of willows,
wild eurrants, and wild rose-bushes. The mountain-sides pre-
sented clumps of hawthorn, and a few diminutive and scatier-
ing cedars. - Here we encamped in the small openings among
the willows and other shrubbery, where we found grass and
water sufficient for our animals. Distance 85 miles.

CHAPTER XI.

More extreme cold weather—Ogden’s Hole—Utah Tndians—Weber River
— @afions—Indian visiters—Disgusting practice—Great fires in the moun-
tains—First view of the great Salt Lake—Salmon-trout—Great Salt
T.ake— A sunset on the lake— Broke my thermometer—Indian chase—
Warm sulphur springs—More Indian visiters—TIndian fruit-cake—Grass-

hopper jam—Mode of taking grasshoppers by the Indians.

Juiy 23.—1Ice froze in our buckets and basins one-fourth of

an inch in thickness. On the surface of the small shallow brook
which runs through the valley, the congelation was of the thick-

ness of window-glass. At home, in the low and humid regions

of the Mississippi valley, at this stage of the thermometer we
should suffer from sleeping in the open air. But here the at-
mosphere is so elastie, dry, and bracing, that we experience no
inconvenience.

Continuing our march down the narrow defile in a south-
west course, generally along the side of the mountain, (the
bottom being choked up with willows, vines, briers, and rose-
bushes,) we erossed the channels at their mouths, of two small
streams emptying into the branch upon which we are travel-
ling. These streams flow through narrow mountain defiles
which, as far as we could discern, were timbered with cedars
and poplars. One of these gorges presents a most savage and
gloomy aspeet. Tt is so narrow and deep that the rays of the
sun never penetrate fo its bottom. Mr. Hudspeth thinks this
is what is called by the hunters, “Ogden’s Hole.” It derives

-
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152 UTAH INDIANS—MERRY FELLOW

The first Indians that calicuil u}p we-;a ;WG tz;:antahr;d :: szsali
One of the men called himse - oihier ot
gzzilollee or Spake. The UtahIJ ali}pf?r;dht; db: g:l:rfgf:;i“ztz
He was not satisfied with shaking hands, : !
zizblll-z;:e us, which, although not an‘agreeal'ﬂe cer Ieﬂrr;zj__v,b c\: :;
submitted to by several of our party. This .c-??n an_ecstasy
over, he laughed merrily, zmd_ danced abofxt: 1:15 i il o
of delicht 1o consequence of our appearfl_m,e. i h s
z josi g re ; tried on, over hisn
with great curiosity all of our bdgg%e e o ST
o reral of our blankets, in which costume .
e -~ rith oreat satisfaction. He was, for an Indian,
to regard himself with great satis . S
ver\fzomica] in his deportment and very mert z] : e Fu e,
of indians about our camp soon uccm.nulate g il
twenty, all of whom wei;-e I}:Tmlhs, exz:‘pt tl;eho;:;v ld Sielig
ioned, who had married a Utah squ - A hash .
;)l?:;g;ed, znd we distributed very spam‘agly f}?;?:gf:izmegz:
our stock of provisions is lwc‘ounng: ln_w]' -:olnt(; - fwared S
dish, with which display of !zmspil‘élht} t)a,%d(‘}vgtl_‘l S
gratified. Most of these Indians were arma) .
arrows. There were among them a fmscmblu‘.ri e atm i O]:
which they had evidently pl'OCl?l‘E’d from 1I&Ie;.luar?e 2 ?{,’em =
traders, as, when [ inquired of the owmeroffio e
e, he pronounccd the word carabina. ‘ 111939 who hs e
s y desirous that we should wait unul.they cou
oo (‘;e‘:‘elce and bring dressed deer or elkskins, which they
aj -
i(')iz]lfedli; irade for pow?ler and balls. They “—’ere :itl;l ;1:::1‘:1:1];
clothed, some wearing a filthy, rﬂgge(.i- bl?l}i‘.ei’)ée‘ch;}mh -
and gaiters made of skins, elnq ?tl?ef's -11\-;11 3) :.,m]‘.—‘;md it
skins. Their countenances, however, w L,l ,;-} DE,d 3
ligent, and several of -thl'.‘lll\ were pf)we.rfu‘l yt o:t'Ele r;mte e
The result of our inquiries m u:feufm'e ) el
satisfactory. The merry old fellow we first met,.f- S ,Bd 2
i to oo southwest a distance until we struck water, a u
e A s+ advised us to return to the sma
go northwest. Another advise 5 e
valley, and from thenee to pass .through the mou t s
with"Weber river. We determined on the latter route,

pearing to be the shortest.
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Saddling up, we retraced onur trail into ¢

Wwe were overtaken by the Indians,

powder and balls.  Several trades were made, generally at the

rate of twelve charges of powder, and as many ounce-bullets,

for a large elk or deer skin well dressed. We ascended from
the valley through a winding and difficult ravine, to the summit
of the range of mountains on the west, from which we could see
nothing but mountain after mountain, one rising: behind another,
in the course we designed taking. A half was called, and Mr.
Hudspeth and myself, leaving our party, entered a ravine and
followed it down steep declivities, (our mules frequent[y sliding
ten or fifteen feet over bare and precipitous rocks,) with a view
of ascertaining the practicability of passing along the bank of
the ziver. Fercing our way, after our descent, through the

thick brush and brambles, and over dead and fallen timber, we

finally reached the stream and crossed it. ‘The result of our
observations was that the route was impracticable, without the
aid of axes to clear away the brush and dead and fallen timber,
unless we took the rocky bed of the river for a road, wadine
water generally three feet, deep, and in places, probably of swim-
ming. depth to our animals. We returned after considerable
diffieulty to our party, and countermarching, encamped just as
the sun was setting, in the small valley so often referred to.
There are two Indian lodges near our camp.  We visited
them, and made exchanges of small articles with the women for
parched and pulverized sunflower and. grass seeds.  Its taste
was much like that of parched corn, and agreeable. Al the
men, women, and children, some eizht or ten in number, visited
us during the preparation and discussion of our supper, watch-
ing with much curiosity and interest the culinary operations and
other movements: They were good-natured and sociable, so far
as there can be sociability between persons making known their
thoughts by vague sions.  Our Supper to-night, with the excep-
tion of bread and coffee, consisted of a stew made of antelope
flesh, which, as it happened, was very higchly seasoned with
pepper. T distributed several plates of this stew among the
Indians. They tasted of it, and immediately made most lud-

he small valley, where
desirous of trading skins for
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out and drawing in their breath, as if
They handed back the plates without
eating their contents. To satisfy them that we were playing no
tricks upon them, which they seemed to suspect, I ate from the
same dishes ; but they could not be prevailed upon fo eat the
stew. Coffee, bread, and a small lump of sugar to each was
distributed among them, with which they seemead much pleased.
The sugar delighted them beyond measure, and they evidently
Tiad never seen or tasted of it before. During the visit of these
Tndians, I noticed the females hunting for the vermin in the
heads and on the bodies of their children ; finding which, they
ate the animals with an apparent relish. 1 had often heard of
this disgusting practice, but this is the first instance of it I have
scen. They retired to their lodges ahout nine o’¢loek, and so
much confidence did we feel in their friendship, that no watch
was set for the night. Distanee from our last camp, seven miles.
July 24— Crossing for the third time the low gap at the
southeastern comer of the small-valley, we entered the large,
level, and feriile bottom, on the edge of which we had halted
yesterday. Fording the river, we took a south course over this
bottom, which is about three miles hreadth, covered with tall
grass, the bloom upon which shows that, when ripe, it must be
heavily seeded and nuiritious. From the valley we ascended
gradually five or six miles to the summit of 2 ridge of hills, from
which, descending about the same distance in a southwest course,
we struck another branch of Weber’s river, flowing in a north-
Following fhe stream about a mile, much to our

crous grimaces, blowing
they had been burnt.

west course.
disappointment we found another impassable canion. "This ca@on
resembles a gate, about six or eight feet m width, the arch and
superstructure of which have fallen in immense masses, render-
ing a passage by the channel of the stream impossible. 'The
mountains on either side raise their perpendicular walls of red
sandstone to a great elevation.

Looking up the side of the mountain on our right, we saw a
small Indian trail winding under and over the projecting and
impendmg eliffs. This evidence that the Indians had passed
this way, satisfied us that we could do the same; although to
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BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPE.

the eye, when standing “in the. valle i
: ¥ 1 ¥ and locking upw i
:,f\:;nziloiﬁﬁg&ml{? We commenced the asc&[;%, nlimzzd:ng
= ﬁ]; o ii:c .ot.her along the narrow and dangerous path
S Th} ; \:«:,il.ﬁrfmcb Ia.b?z' we reached the summit of the
Bt .‘-1101,,3. tL ! n, dml lculty being over, we travelled abeout two
2 '02118 _b;l e of the mountain, in a path so narrow that
o t:,u] fJa:t] W f) d hzm,j cast us over a preeipice to the hottom
- ;ﬂ w Ozlcl)lma?d feet in flepth. Continu’mg down the stream
e le;},ﬂh ;]J:;%H'CSS being ol?gltrllcted by many difficulties,
gt t:fw ,mO ;‘tc‘; our grz.tmu:ation, reached an opening
eyt e untains, dlspla_x_-'mg an extensive valley covered
grass, and the meanderings of the stream upon which we

were travelling by the line of dark green shrubbery and herb:
o > > = - : (re
We ri_aac.hed the junction of this stream \:ljih
een four and five o’cloek, and encamped for

upon its banks.
Weber river hetw
the day.
A number of Utah Indi
; J ndians accompanied
e panied us several mil
i 5 f)::;lllg. An(niong them was the pleasant and comical ofg
“Llow;, who amused us so much vester
yesterday. They all
- 0 : e a
:ﬁ fi)e.m}lch gratified by our visif, and were \'egy res?l'mare'd
4 neh g : 2 sin
llmrczlj 1tatt}?nb to us to stop and frade with them : T\Tcalgt]i:
. ; o _ =N
gty :.(‘Tf there was a solitary lodge, from which the inhabi
SUOI; ,a Yi]l the exception of an old man and woman, fled a:
£ S they saw us, driving bef : 1 o
3 s, g betore them their hors
st s > : ses.  The
el m? i; oman, being unable to run, hid themselves under :iid
" - O : > i - = ¥ 3 3 . e
b bt 1(,Ls{ream, I noticed in one of the ravines to-da
sm.'tH n;la -fd > or what is commonly called black-jack, also a fe-:i:
2 ple-trees. The trunks of .
e tree ; none of these are
L\r; inches in diameter. Distance 24 miles Sl
uly 25— x i Aetn
i ayl;d 5. \Ye determined to remain encamped to-day, fo
e ‘re'.crmt‘. our mules, the orass and water beine gc:od
e ﬂt}e_y in which our camp is situated is about ﬂfbezn mile:;
2 1o H V. 1es t
mo‘mrai 1\, and varies from one to three miles in breadth. The
e dm.a::‘s on both sides rise in benches one aboyve another, to
% Th;on of sf‘avera.l thousand feet ahove the level of the ;’al
S s IS :
2 s u:m{];tis of tbm range, on the west, exhibit snow. T
Possible 1o imagine a landscape blending more va-
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MOUNTAINS ON FIRE.

riety, beauty, and sublimity, than is here presgnteq. t;I‘ho; i::;‘,
secluded ve;l!ey, with its luxuriant g}'a?:.s waving ';.uh 1;} ” Of,
the gentle streamlet winding through i, sinrtf_:d \Hl-' ¢ lzn Ilf;dm
willows and the wild rose in bloom;. thg “'ﬂ.d_(‘.'}l'! r:n:%,T 10{15
with ripe fruit; the aspen po;)}a;r, w1Lh‘ its silve]},t]ue.;l(::mts
foliage ; the low, sloping hills, rising at first by g;!l]' ed a U‘o'ed,
and becoming gradually more anq more elevated an 11‘u%oth€,
until their barren and snowy summits seem almost t‘o g f:;d
sky, compose a combination of sceniery no‘? oft‘ﬂ:-ul Wltne} n.mke
.{[ noticed this morning, about ten o clock, a co uj‘l:l.ll ? ?l -
rising from the mountains to Ilhe west. The_ t‘iu,f\\; hic j);
duced it continued to increase with an almost frlg hifu ral?l 1{,
and the wind, blowing from that quarter, l)as.drlven t-}?e .-_an;? rer
inte the valley, darkening the sun, and imparting to every thing
rid and dismal coloring. : ‘
ar?;:iibb: lilﬁltflmlmn; and Brown started eaxly this morn*;ng,
with the intention of ascending one of the snowy moun E'ni
peaks. They returned abouf four o’claclf, P. M., avez:(iimf :;;L
the fatigue of their walk, and 1}vﬂhout having accm}:lp‘i:; ;ﬁmh ;i
desion, being prevented by distance, and the _!ano —e } .-_113
the hollows and ravines. Mnr. I;udspeth rode down & 1; val hy
to explore Weber's river to the Salt Lake. .He E'ct-urmlz in ¢ s
afternoon, having passed ihrough(the Ine.\'s canon. Pom;;
several magpies, and other small birds, in the valley during the
da}.ﬁxlv 96 —The fires in the mountains were burning .wnh greaft
fury all night, threatening, although probably at aBdtst:an Vc; :
twenty miles, to reach us before we decamped. Burn Z
and ashes; driven by the winds, whirled through the atmosp ezi;e,
and fell around us in the valley. Mr. Hudspeth and two of the
men with him left us here, to explore t11}3 cn.-,_aion :tbona, and as-
certain the practicability of wagons passing through it. R?lsu-
ming our march, we proceeded down the valley about tt:n n:l}l .esh,
passing throurh, at its lower end, a grove of poplars, in whic E
a fire had been burning, and some of the fallen trees v;;ere ye
blazing. Entering between the walls of the mountains ormmcgi
the casion, after laborious exertions for several hours, we passe
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through it without any serious accident, The eaion is four or
five miles through, and we were compelled, as heretofore, to
climb along the side of the precipitous mountains, frequently
passine under, and sometimes scaling, immense overhanging
masses and projections of rock. To be thus safely enlarged
from this natural prison-house, locked at every poini, was an
agreeable, if notanimportant event in the history of our journey.

At four o’cloek, ». ., we encamped on the bank of the We-

ber river, just below the cazon. The stream, at this point, is
about thirty feet in breadth, with a limpid and rapid-current,
and a rocky channel. The grass along its margin is dry and
dead, but well seeded, and consequently nutritious to our ani-
mals. A few small poplars, generally from two to three inches
in diameter at the trunk, skirt the stream.

I ascended the range of hills bordering the valley of the
river to the south, from which I had a most extensive and -
teresting view of the Great Salt Lake. My position was about
ten miles distant from the lake, but my elevation was such that
Feould discern its surface from the north to the sounth, a dis-
tance which I estimated at sixty or eighty miles. The shore
next fo me, as far as I could see it, was white. Numerous
mountainous: islands, dark and apparently barren, sometimes in
ranges of fifteen or twenty miles, sometimes in solitary peiks,
rise to a considérable elevation above its surface; but the waters
surrounding these insulations could be traced between them as
far as the eye could reach. The evening was calm, and not a
ripple disturbed the tranquil bosom of the lake.  As the sun was
sinking behind the far distant elevations to the west, the glassy
surface of this vast inland ocean was illuminated by its red
rays, and fora few minutes it appeared like a sea of molten
fire. The plain or valley of the lake, to the right, is some ejght
or ten miles in width, and fertile. The Weber river winds
throngh it, emptying into the lake some ton miles to the north
of our camp. A few trees fringe its margin. I could smell a
strong and offensive fetor wafted from the shore of the lake.

Returuing to eamp, Miller, who had employed his leisure in
angling, exhibited a piscatory spectacle worthy the admiration
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of the most epicurean ichthyophagist. He had taken with }h:
hook about a dozen salmon-trout, from eight to e'nghteendmc 11
in length'; and the longest weighing four or ﬁse. p(:;l? z.n.ov
delicacy such as this, and so abundant, we deteemgntzl _ 0 & 31 ,{r;
and from the results of Miller’s sp0r§ we feasted 1 ;15 ut buc;;
upon a viand which epicures _Would give much t; O,Jt\d:ln‘;gujd
they nor my Tonglythian” friends, Ii%ggi_ns and —r}'ﬁzeill,we i
scarcely undergo the fatigue‘s. and p:nvatlons tlo 1?1’ c a
been sﬁbjected for its acquisition. pzstzl;lmee 16 :}m i.b.] i
July 27.—By an arrangement with Mr. Hu‘r :-»pre.tly‘. “:, o
mained encamped, awaiting his' return from iuz _u:;p sun;r-lt u};
through the wpper canon of W .f:ber river. }'1.5 ;‘mti‘: p-frt.( =
was in great demand this morning; {lI'ld most ?r.l P ‘y,m‘t :
soon as breakfast was over, were enjoylng .l.he \? 51. lton}la)nq:i .m;
in angling for the delicious sahnonl—tremt W xﬂtl\ W :1(, it tL e kﬁclzet
ab011;ds. Qur bait is the large uts.ect rehcml)]mg L-ue cd - .
heretofore described, myriads of which are creeping an : !11)1)'
ino among the grass, and other vegetation _o‘g the wal ei,k
%?ivd:rllgl; Wwas more or less su_ece:tisful, accn:nl'dmg t? hlts 1?:;8
or sl}ill. A quantity of fish, Wi‘lghl.l]g (:,:lcil ilmlen tf‘ am? 2
pounds, was taken,—more than Sufﬁcmntlim- 011?.‘\‘: jxlllt-s, :}h-ouﬁ :,es
our appetites at this time are not easily S\:lt].‘:sf_l'f:;.f. t',m'ed -
naficed day before yesterday, and yesterday, have Cf?»i; s
burn'; and this afternoon they seemed to have ff)-um. 1{:bll u L
The wind changing to the soufheast. and ‘olm\m{g a gd : ]\u:,
before sunset, dense clonds of smoke and ashes were driven
dl’:f::i; g();—ligome of the party went_into the hillls _Ff),gat-!ftr
serviee-berries. (I donot know that this orthograp-1§r is kL)oma h
It is in accordance with the orthoepy.) Tlff} ?e‘n]c_e— leé-ryht.
produced by a shrub, generally from four to le( bcet m anld.lg'noé
It is of a dark color, larger thz}n. the whort elerr},,
very unlike it in flavor. This fruit is abundant here. Sl
J uly 29—Mr. Hudspeth and two young men caT;;e ;tn(]iqt,;n C[;
early this morning, having bi;onan;kf}(}l lars]: ;:;ght:lexl Zyoha-‘d -for.ced
us. on the opposite side of the mver. ; .
gﬁﬁ :fa;y thraughm‘she upper cafion, and proceeded. six miles

GREAT SALT LAKE.

further up Weber river, where they met a train of about forty
emigrant wagons under the guidance of Mr. Hastings, which
left Fort Bridger the same day that we did.  The dificnlties to
be encountered by these emigrants by the new route will com-
mence at that poimt; and they will, I fear, be serious. Mr.
Hudspeth thinks that the passage through the conon is praati-
cable, by making aroad in the bed of the stream at short dis-
tances, and cutting out the timber and brush in other places.
Resuming our march, we took a south course oyver the low
hills ‘bordering the valley in which we have boen encamped ;
thence along: the basc of a range of elevated mountains which
slope down to the marshy plain of the lake. This plain varies
in width from fifteen to two miles, becoming narrower as we
approach what is called the “Utah Outlet,” the channel
through which the Utah Lake empties its waters into the Salt
Lake.
The Great Salt Lake has never been aceurately surveyed.
It is situated between 40 and 42 degrees of north latitude, and
between 35 and 86 degrees of longitude west from Washington.
Tts tength is varioasly stated by the hunters and trappers who
have travelled along its shores, at from one hundred and fifty to
one hundred and eighty miles. But in this estimate, the numer
ous large bays and other irregrularities are included. Ifs extreme
length in a straight line is probably one hundred miles, and its
extreme breadth between forty and sixty miles. At this season
the shore, as we pass along it, is white with a crust of the muri-
ate and carbonate of soda combined. The muriate of soda
predominates, but the alkali combined with it is: sufficient to
render the salt bitter and unfit for use in its natural state.
When the wind blows from: the lake, the stench arising from
the stagnant water next to the shore is highly offensive to the
smell.  The surface of the lake does not present that rippling
and sparkling appearance when the sudden breeze passes over it,
S0 frequently seen on fresh-water lakes, and on the ocean. The
waters undoubtedly are thoroughly saturated with saline mat-
ter, and hence, from their weight, when they move at all, it is
with a lazy and sluggish wadulatery motion. It is stated that

e
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no fish exist in the lake. I haye already mentioned that there
are numerous mountainous islands in the lake. 'There are also
several large bays indenting its shores. The plain or valley
along v-huh we have travelled to-day is in some places '1rffllLL-
ceous, in others sandy and grav elly. Where there is a woal
isscovered with a growth of luxuriant vegetation,—grass, a
species of cane, rushes, and a variety of small shrubs and flower-
ing plants. A few serub-oaksands tunted cedars ean be séen
on the mountain-sides, and along the ravines. There are many
small streams of pure eold water flowing from the mountains.

The heat of the sun during our march this afternoon. was
excessive. My bridle reins were frequently so hot that it was
painful to hold them in my hands. The road has been difficult,
and our progress slow. We encamped about three o’clock for
the day, on a small spring branch.  The sunset scene this even-
ing was splendid. ~ The surface of the lake appeared like a shect
of fire, varying in it from crimson to a pale scarlet. This
flame-like ocean was bordered as far as we could see to the
north and south of us, with a field of salt, presenting all the
appeatances of freshly fallen snow.

When I took out the thermometer this evening, much fo my
regret. I discovered that the bulb was broken. I hung the frame
.md glass tube on a willow for the observation of ﬂu Indians.
1t will be some time before they will venture to touch it.  They
stand in great awe of the mysterious instruments which science
has invented, and never handle them except with due caution.
Distance 18 miles.

July 30.—At sunrise, clear and calm, with an agreeable fem-
perature. The morning scene was beautifully grand.  Our
camp being in the shadow of the mountains, the face of the
son was invisible to us, lnng after his gr:lil('n rays had i.ipp(!(i.
one after another, the summits of the far-distant islands in the
lake. By degrees the vast expanse of waters became illumin-
ated, reflecting the bright beams of the god of day with
dazzling effulgence.

Our route to-day continued south, near the base of the range
of mountains on our left. We frequently crossed deep ravines
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and piles of granite debris, with which the slope of the moun-
tains in places is covered. Travelling about ten miles we reached
the southern extremity of one of the bays of the Salt Lake. Be-

*yond this there is a basin of water some three or four miles in eir-

cumference, surrounded by a smooth sandy beach. Animmense
number of ducks were walking and flying over this beach and
playing in the basin. Approaching the shore of the pond, a
solitary Indian rose from the weeds or grass near the water, and
discovering us, he started immediately and ran with considerable
speed towards a point of the mountains en our left. Several of
us pursued and overtook him. He appeared much alarmed at
first, but after shaking hands with us, and discovering that we
had no hostile intentions, he soon forgot his fright.  He carmed
in his hand a miserably lean duck, which he h 1d just killed with
an arrow. A quiver .\]lm_!_{ across his bare and tawny shoulders,
was well sapplied with this weapon. He was 11;:_kt“d, with the
exception of a small covering around his loins, and his skin was
as dark as a dark mulatto. Learning from him that he was a
Utah, we endeavored to make him comprehend that we wished
to trade with his tribe for elk-meat. He shook his head, zud
appearing desirous of leaving us, we dismissed him. He was
soon out of sight, hurrying away with long and rapid strides.

Proceeding about two miles and turning the point of the
mountain, we came to seven warm springs, so strongly 1mple:r-
nated with sulphur as to have left a deposite of this mineral in
some places several feet in depth. These springs gush out
near the foot of a high precipice, composed of conglomerate
rock and a bluish sandstone. The precipice seems to have
been uplifted by soe subterraneous convulsion. The tempera-
ture of the water in the basins was about 90°. The water of
most of them was bitter and nauseous.

From these springs we crossed a level plain, on which we
encamped at 11 o’clock; A. ., near a small stream of cold wa-
ter lowing from the mountains, which is skirted with a few
poplars and small willows. The grass immediately around our
camp is fresh and green, but a short distance from us it is
brown, dry, and orisp.

1 i-'.“‘
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After dinner we were visited by three Indizns, one of whom
was the man with the duck we saw this morning. ~ The eldest
of the three signified that he wished a friendly smoke and a
& talk.” A pipe was produced and filled with tobacco. Light--
ing it, I drew two or three puffs and handed it to the old man,
and it passed from him to his comrades until the tobacco was
eonsumed. They ;111[)6:11'(:1.[ to enjoy the fumes of the smoke
highly. We informed them of our wish to trade for meat.
They sicnified that they had none.  Three females of middle age,
miserably clad and wugly, soon made their appearance, bring-
ing baskets containing a substance, which, upon examination,
we ascertained to be service-berries, erushed to a jam and mixed
with pulverized grasshoppers. This composition being dried in
{he sun until it becomes hard, is what may be called the *fruit-
cake?” of these poor children of the desert. No doubt these
women regarded it as one of the most acceptable offerings they
could make to us. We purchased all they brought with them,
and other small articles, with

The prejudice against the
at first, but it soon wore

paying them in darning needles
which they were much pleased.
grasshopper fruit-eake” was strong
off, and none of the delicacy was thrown away or lost.

Two of our party smounted their mules and rode to the Tn-
yment to ascertain if there were net more Indians,

dian encamy
As soon as the

and some from whom meat eould be obtained.
men and women in our camp saw them riding in the direction
of their lodges, they hastened away with great speed and in
much alarm. Returning from the Indian encampment, Jacob
and Brookey reported that there were no more Indians, and
that no meat could be obfained., They saw#a large quantity of
grasshoppers, or crickets, (the insect I have before described,)
which were being prepared for pulverization.

'Phe Indians of this region, in order to capture this inseck
with greater facility, dig a pit in the ground, 'They then make
what huniers, for brevity of expression, call a surround ;—that
is, they form a circle at a distance around this pit, and drive
shoppers or -erickets into it, when they are easily se-

the gras
cured and taken. After being killed, they are baked before
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the fire or dried in the sun, and then pulverized hetween smooth
;toucs. Prejudice aside, I have tasted what are called delicacies
L-,}S lag: eeable to the palate. Although the Utahs are a pow,
erful 'z qarlike tri s ifns J :
it mc{. warlike tribe, these Indians appeared to be wretch
edly destitute. j
: A h're was raging on the mountain-side all nicht, and spread

[ - b - " - = y
“mtm nto the valley, consuming .the brown vegetation. The

'z]'_J‘ <3 v 3 - E :
s .“ of the small stream swas made bitter with the ashes
lur-camp-ground, we conjecture, is the same that was -
e A same that was oceu-

y Laptain Fremont last year. Distance 15 miles :
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164 UTAH OUTLET.

with grass so dense and matted that our animals could searcely
make their way through it. This grassis generally from five
to eight feet in height. A species of rush called fuleis produced
on the marsh. It grows to the height of eight and ten feet.
The ground is very soft and tremulous, and is covered for the
most part with water to the depth of two or three inches. But
oun mules were prevented from sinking into it by the forest of
herbage which they prostrated under their feet as they ad-
vanced. From the marsh we ascended a few feet upon hard,
dry ground, producing a coarse grass with an ear resembling
our small grains, wheat or barley, and some few flowers, with
bunches of wild sage. The colors of the flowers were generally
yellow and scarlet.

We reached the Utah Outlet after travelling four miles, and
forded it without difficulty. The chamnel is about twenty
yardsin breadth, and the water in the deepest places about three
feet. The bed of the channel is composed of compact bluish elay.
The plain or valley, from the western bank of the « Outlet” to
the base of the range of hills to the west, islevel and smooth, and
in places white with a saline deposite or efilorescence. There is
but little vegetation upon it, and this is chiefly the wild sage,
indicative of aridity, and poverty of soil. From this plain we
struck the shore of another bay of the Salt Lake, bordered
by a range of mountains running parallel with it. - The shore,
next to the white crust of salt, is covered with a debris pre-
cipitated from the rocky summits of the mountains.

Qur route for several hours deseribed nearly a semicircle,
when there was a break in the range of mountains, and we
entered upon another plain. About three o'clock, . M., we
passed several remarkable rocks rising in tower-like shapes
from the plain, to the height of sixty or eighty fect. Beyond
these we erossed two small streams bitter with saline and alka-
line impregnation. The plain presents a sterile appearance,
but little vegetation appearing upon it, and' that stunted and
withered. At seven o’clock, p. M., we reached a spring branch
descending from a mountain ravine, and fringed with small wil-
lows, the water of which is comparatively fresh and ecool
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Here we encamped after a march wi i

hours. There isix'ar}etv of x-'egctatioz; 311311:; t.];?::;g;f L
: 2 <! < ——grass,
weeds, some few flowers, briers, and rose-bushes.

Soon after we encamped, three Utah Indians visited us.
They were mounted on horses; rather lean, and sore-backed from
hard usage. The men appeared to be of a better class and
more iniellicent than those we had before met with. They
were young and manifested much sprightliness, and an inqui;i)-
Itm? curiosity, which they took no pains to conceal. We
mvited them to sup with us, and the

1 ) ¥ partook of our simple
viands with a hich relish. .

A renewal of our overtures to trade
for meat met with no better success than before.  They had
Do meat to dispose of.  They were dressed in buckskin shirts
;g___{alters, and moecasins; and armed with bows and al'rowsi
Two of these men, the most intell
with us for the night. The principal of these, a young man of
about twenty-five, with an amiable but sprichtly expression of
countenance, was so earnest and eager in his imv]uiries respect-

igent, concluded to encamp

mg every thing appertaining to us, and into our language, that
Ilsat conversing with him until a late hour of the ni;r:ht.b ,
him T learned the names of many things in the Ubt-ah
I give some of these below. ' : 5
cordance with the sound.

From
n dialect.
The orthography is in strict ae-

ENGLISH. UTAH. ENG
e : e ENGLISH. UTAH.

‘ o Pah = Water- 0 S
Fire.. _............Contonch. Bya oo Pooh
Grass. Shawnip. | Ear... ’\'ank-
Hair.. .. Pamp. Nose... Tamoncher

Sm...... = - Iatp. Han ..Moh.
- nd
Powder-h Fh.. \‘ltlp S b k.
d ho ue.

--Schnip.
--Tochewanup.
... Toh.
2 --- Tamp.
ear. ..
;111%5!‘ Mushevan. Rifle... .-:..E?jl:;:? :
O ... Mamp. Powder.............Noketouch.

Musheta. W;
N annacouch.

Spur‘......“‘....‘.Tuunegan. |
Muls= o Moodah. Blanket .. : :
Ballet. vee... Navak. Pipe ...
Knife.. - Weiteh. Teelhu. e
Horse. .- Punk.
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These are some of the words of the Utah language which T
wrote down, from his pronunciation, by the light of our camp-
fire.  Furnishing him and his companion some skins, we re-
quested them to retire for the night, which they seemed to do
with reluctance. Distance 40 miles,

August 1.—Morning clear, with a delightfully soft breeze
from the south. I purchased, this morning, of one of the
Utahs, a dressed grisly bear-skin, for which T gave him twenty
charges of powder and twenty bullets. Several other small
trades were made with them by our party. Having determined
to cross a range of mountains, instead of followng to avoid
it; the shore of another cove or bay of the Salt Lake,—by doing
which we should lose in distance twenty-five or thirty miles,—
we laid our course nearly west, towards the lowest gap we
could discover in the range.

After we had proceeded two or three miles up the sloping
plain, towards the base of the mountains, Colonel Russell recol-
lected that he had left his rifle at the camp—a “ nine-shooter.””
Accompanied by Miller, he returned back to recover it. 1 was
very well satistied that the Indians would have discovered it,
and, considering ii a valuable prize, would not wait for the
return of the loser. According to their code of morals, it is not
dishonest to take what is left in camp, and they never fail to do
it. T halted for an hour, and long after our party had disap-
peared in a gorge of the mountains,for the return of Colonel
Raussell and Miller. T could see, from my elevated position, the
dust raised by the horses of the retreating Inidians on the plain,
at a distance of six or eight miles from the camp. Becoming
impafient, I commenced a countermarch, and while moving on,
I saw, at a distance of a mile and a half, a solitary horseman,
urging his animal with great spced towards me. There bemg
but cne instead of two, I felt considerable anxiety, not knowing
but some disaster might have oceurred. I moved faster towards
the horseman, and, at the distance of a quarter of a mile, dis-
covered that it was Colonel Russell. Riding towards him, T
inquired what had become of Miller? He did not kiow. He
had Jost him in hunting through the willows and ravines. My
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anxiety was much increased at this report, and I started to
return to the eamp, when Miller, proceeding at a slow oait,
appeared on one of the distant elevations. The result of the
search for the < nine-shooting rifle was fruitless, The Indians
had carried it away with them. The only consolation I could
offer to Colonel Russell for his loss was, that a more useless
burden was never earried on the shoulders of man or mule. Tt
was & weight tipon the beast,’and an incumbrance to the rider,
and of no praciical utility on this journey. This consolation,
however, was not very soothing.

[L will state here, that this rifle was recovered by Mr. Hud-
speth, brought into California, and returned to Colonel Russells
The Indian whe took it from our camp, after he had returned to
the village of his tribe, was much elated by his prize.  But in
discharging it, the ball, instead of making its passage through
the barrel, took another direetion, and wounded him in the Ieg.
An instrument so mysterious and ececentric it was considered
dangerous to retain, and the chief ordered its restoration to the
emigrant parties following us. Tt was recognised by Mr. Hud-
speth, and returned to its owner, as ahove stated.]

Fo]lnwing the trail of our party, we entered the narrow
mountain-gorge, or valley, where I saw them disappear. - Pro-
ceeding up this valley, we passed several temporary wigwams,
erected by the Indians along the side of the small stream which
flows through it from the summit of the mountain. These Wig-
wams were all deserted ; but fires were burning in front of them,
dogs were barking, and willow-baskets, some of. which contained
service-berries, were standing about. A few poplar and pine
trees, service-bushes, willows, and a variety of small shrubbery,
with an oceasional sunflower, ornament this narrow and ]‘01'{1&;‘1-
tic gorge. As we ascended, the sides of the mountain pre-
sented ledges of variegated marble, and a debris of the same
Was strewn in our path. We overtook our party when they
were about halfway up the steep ascent to the crest of the
range. . Mules and men were stra out a mile, toiling and
climbing up the almost insurmounta acclivity.

The inhabitants of the wigwams, who had fled and concealed
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theroselves until we had passed, now commenced whooping far
below us, and we could see several of them following our trail.
After much difficulty in urging our animals forward, and great
fatigue to ourselves and them, we reached the summit of
the ridee. Here we halted to take breath. Several of the
Indians, whose whoops we had heard, came up to us. They
were naked, and the most emaciated and wretched human ob-
jects I had ever seen. We shook hands, however, and greeted
them kindly. The descent on the western side of the mountain,
although steep, is not difficult, there being but few obstructions.
Four miles from the summit brought us to a genile slope,
and to a faint stream which flows from the hills and sinks in
the sands just below. Here we encamped for the day. Near
us, on the slope, there is a grove of small cedars, the deep ver-
dure of which is some relief to the brown and dead aspeet of
vegetable nature swrrounding us. Distance 15 miles.

August 2—Morning clear, with a soft breeze from the south.
We were visited eatly by three miserable Digger Indians, ealling
themselves Sochonees. They were naked, with the exception of
a few filthy, ragged skins, fastened around their ioins. They
brought with them a mixture composed of parched sunflower
seed and grasshoppers, which they wished to exchange with us
for some articles we possessed. 'We declined trading with them.
One of them signified, that he knew where there was water over
the next 1"1(1;_;'(.; of mountains. Water at the western base of
the next range would diminish the long mareh withont this
necessary element, over the great Salt Plain, some ten or twelve
miles. For a compensation in shirts and pantaloons, he con-
sented to accompany and guide us fo the water; but when we
started, he declined his engagement.

Deseending into the plain or valley before us, we took a north-
west conrse across it, striking Capt. Fremont’s trail of last year
after we had commenced the ascent of the slope on the western
side. The breadth of this valley at this point, from the base of
one range of mountaineﬁﬂ the other, is about twenty miles.
Large portion sof it are Covered with a saline efflorescence of a

snowy whiteness. The only vegetation is the wild sage; and
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th1§ is parched and' shrivelled by the extrefma drought.  Not
solitary flower or green plant has exhibited itself.  Tn m;r maor' lf
We - crossed and passed several decp ravines and chats'c
plowed by the waters from the mountains during the meltl'm,
zfrﬂl'e snc}n}v.rs, or hollowed out by the action of the winds I:T?Jgt.'
lwn - - - 2
= di— g [.Lei:éh‘ammal, reptile, or insect, has been seen during
We encamped at two o’clock, ». . There are a few dwarf
cedars I 6ur vicinity, and scattered bunches of dead grass
Ina avine near us the sand is moist: and by mak'mg a;
excavation, we obtained a scant supply of water, impregfated
with salt and sulphur: . A dense smoky vapor fills the
valley and' conceals the summits of the distant mountains
The sun shining through this, dispenses a lurid light, colorin .
the brown and barren desert with a more. dismal anri loomg
h_ue. As soon as our afternoon meal had becn prepalid a-nc{
diseussed, we commenced preparations for the march over th
Salt Desert to-morrow. which employment occupied us until .
late hour of the night.  Distance 20 miles. : i

CHAPTER XIIT

Maschover the great Salt Desert—Preparations—Singular llusion ¥ leani
dqbns—-l.)istant view of the great Salt Plain—Utter desolation TO canic
raige——Gxgantie phantoms—Fata n{ol‘gana—Spgc[ral a.rmv,f—'I‘_ ne i
!h.e Salt Plain—Clouds of salt—Fnstinct of mnles—-‘\r[uje-re;.ce_;gm?eﬂﬁ“
thirst—Arrival at oasis, and sprine— Buchanan’s n:p.]l b A

anjs’i ]2?;;3_']'*1 rose fmm my bivouac this morning at half-past
iy din.l _ae Moon am)eanng like a ball of fire; and shinjng
- . an balef_ul ‘hght, seemed strugsling downwards
ta_r_ol;g__ tht‘ﬁhlck. hank of smoky vapor that overhung and cur-
s C;HZ ::::eiﬁ]]; ridge of mountains to the west,_of us. This
m&ge'h,. : ciclimg far to the north and theisouth as the eye can
s torms the ywestern ywall (if I may so call it) of the desert.
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