MARY'S RIVER INDIANS.

CHAPTER XV.

.H‘ID'I.'S‘S Fiver Ind s—Their fleetness—Ma ¥ & er—Un xpected and
LaLk h et s—Mary's Tiv e

i v Oregon—Energy
>s exploring party from y
5 s ting—Applegate’s exp ne B O
tibe l:miz:tt;mpu]aﬁon on the Pacm(?-i\lore Ind:au b 7
e emlgnt fopes—Flora of Mary’s river—A 126: i't i
f antelopes—?% Maye T e :
;(‘-lll’dfm‘}:f Extensive boiling springs—Rain in the
sh-frap— springs- |
I;ul;uus——Ind;an foot-race with onr mules

.1\ GUST 9.—We I:I.{l scareely ¢ men o (fil Wwie th

(_,{’ll our mar 1 CHL e
b2 (.,1 O
ST 9. N
Illd!dll ‘\..15- Tldl'h.{’% WEre lﬁ.ll(,. htl.‘.d, d“d We CUU.]d dl*(‘[”ﬁ'l fax '|'|.]])
« ‘ y S fqm(! dase dlﬂé fllﬂ'ﬂ e
oW h ey, ik Ul T >
Ind d win the ’-J“ m columns O lxt' zen: r }

S sides of the mountains.
‘picuous positions on the sides 19} :
Inost conspicuous tpox! ¢ down the grassy bottem of the strc;)m
Y = = - rest cours =3 i = e our
o wcke mats i d after travelling some
i : last night, and aft SEilgs
‘hich we encamped o e o
omarhie iles. discovered at the distance of about ; ;ater
Do 2ol o ith an apparent speed, gre
. ine towards us with an app - dine
Indians running tc N L e
-than could be achieved by any o e
Nofwithstanding we proceeded at -our “i-- ::t e
== ; to us, and holding. out their hands as mhcEd
5 S ng aat
e 3 \.'i:h much kindness and cordiality T
(:t-t"d us wit 5 \V‘lif}h theY answered tne f ’ﬁ“s
Dicger Indians of &
Soshonees, (Snakes:) All the nggelf 1II‘l ‘m. S
were, Soshonees, (Sn 7 e
: & shonees. e ho a e
ailegiehim. o be Do : i ares sewn to
walns jally covered with the skins of_ he : -
fhomeree parkis 7 © tirely naked. Their skins are dar
s were enfire aked. iAn: e
gether. The others \u:}ﬂ-,u Tt
fre 2 2 - 1 Se
g dd]]\ﬂ? s¢ Indians and the negro, are in the E‘?*‘"
; s between these o e
fe;ﬂfu]re?_ aquiline, the long hair, and their h&;uﬁ“ e
: > 1Q 3 ) b,
Tl t. Their averace stature is abou : G
shaped feet. it T}a - Tndian<sdoublless, were the sam
. i izhts e o les last
seven inches in heig . o
i}m ?diatm’bed our camp and attempted to steal
1ab dis

gre hetand
iquh‘cd of them their tribe, &

night.

€ 3 y 1rous
Oﬂe Of t}lem had 1 IEISCIablc g‘lﬁl and Was Ver dﬂs O to

SINGULAR MEETING, 195

trade some roots Prépared i a eurious manner, for powder and
balls. - We declined all trades of this nature,
est solicitations I presented him with a fow
withoui; the balls. Two, or

bub upon his earm-
charges of powder
threg of the others were armed
withhows: and well-filled quivers of iron- pointed arrows. These
AITOW-points they must have obtained at the northern tradin
posts, or they'have Icarned. the art of smelting
or €migranis passiis down this valley, who I
with fron, Some of them had small
hare-skins, upen which they scemed
wished: to trade them for blankets and other clothing. But our
estimate of their wares did not equal their own appraisement,
and we could cffeet no irades, We distributed among them g
fow pieces of Bread and some fried bacon, the residunm of our

breakfast, and: bid them a very courteous and affectionate good-
morning, B

-
from trappers
ave supplied them
pouches or bags made of
. set-a great value, and

C'ontimu'ﬂg ouricourse along the fertile bottom of the*moun-
tain branch, after traifelliag about two miles farther we struck
and crossed Mary’s river; which at this point, and \at this seas
son, is a very small stream.  The channel is of considerable
depth and about thi'rty or forty feet in width, with steep, per-

pendietilar banks! I many places the channel is nearly dry ;

the water having been absorbed by the Spongy earth, stands‘in
stagnant pools with no flow:

g current o enlivent its -sluggish-
ness and cool its offensive warmth, or to purge it of the saline,
alkaline, and sulphurous substances with which

soil is strongly impregnated. Clumps of
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Spurring our animals, we rode with as
aswe could make, in'a direction to intereert them,
€y soon discovered us, and halted uniil we approgehed them,
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we gave them such information in r
before leaving our homes, The
two emigrant Wagons with ten or
days in advanee of us.

1t would be difficule to decide w
confronted, presented the®mos
aspect, but I think the Oreg:
Us in this respect. None
United . States. would hayi

cgard to il as we possessed
y informed us that there were
twelye men; about four or five

hich of the two parties, when
t jaded, rageed. and travel-soilod
onese had a little the advantage of
of us, within the settlements of the
¢ been. recognised by .our. nearest
kindred: as civilized and christianized men.  Both parfies had
been in the.wilderness nearly three months, the Oregon party,
astwe learned, #having started off the tenth of May and our
=patty on the fifth of the Same month 7 they from the shores
of the Pacific tragelling éast, we from the waters of the Mis-
“souri travelling: west. A singularily of the incident was, that
after having travelled across a desert by anew route some three ;
ors four hundred miles, we should have met them just at (he
moment when they were Pdssing the point of our Junction with
the old*trail. Had we been ten minutes later, we shonld not
have seen them, We met them with pleasure, and parted from
them with regret, to pursue our lpns and toilsome journey,
which seems to lengthen out as Wwe/proceed,—our point of des-
stination; like the blue wall of the arch of the skies,
JFom us as we advance,
: i | could not, however, but reflect upon and admire the public
% spirit and enterprise of the small hand of men from whom we
ot '—just parted. Qur government, doubtless; has been desirous
of exploring: and pomting out the most favorable routes to the
Pacific, and has 2 Ppropuiated large sums of money for this pur-
Pose. . Buf whatever hds been accomplished in the way of explo-
Lutility, has resulted from the
““hdomitable energy, the bold daring and the imeonquerable en-
terprise. in opposition to every  discouragément, Pprivation, and
danger, of our hardy frontier men and pioneers, unaided directly
orremotely hy jie Patronage or even the approving smiles and
commendations of the sovernment. &Fo them we are indebted
for the originally discovered Wagon-route to Qregon and (ki
15% *e
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with much astonishment. At each re
splintering of the small willow stick shot at, glances of surprise
passed from one to another. They soon took their leave, mueh
Lo my pratification. Nothing ¢an be more troublesome than
Indians about the camp. They compel us to keep a vigilant,
and constant watch Upon every article we possess, to prevent
and detect their thieyish propensities.  We gave each of them
a small piece of bread when they were leaving.  Buchan-
an and Brown killed an antelope soon after we encamped, on
the epposite side of the river. It was one of a drove of about
twenty, which they succeeded in approaching hehind 2 clump
of willows. Tt was brought to camp and cooked for dinner,
and enjoyed with a gusto unknown to the €picure whose deliea
cies are prepared in the kitchens of civilization,

I began to feel considerable uneasiness respeciing the non-
appearance of Jacob and Mjl ler, and was Preparing o re-
turn back upon the trail o ascertain what d(.‘lﬁ}'(‘d them,
when about fwo o'clock, much to my relief, they appeared in
sight, coming down the valley. They had mistaken the Oregon
Party which we met in the morning for us, and had travelled
on after them, coming up to them when they halted at noon.

I noticed, during  the day, several grouse or sage-hens, ag
they are commonly called, sand-hij] cranes, and many other
small birds, flying near the banks of the river. The day has
been one of intense and scorching heat, mitigated occasionally
by a fow light clouds, shading us momentarily from the almost
blistering rays of the sun. Distance 10 miles.

August 10.—A clond ¥ Toorning wi

A sprinkle of rain fell in the eourse of t
the grass and moistened our blankets. Some Indians Were seen

hurking in the willows near our camp about midnight ; but dis-

€overing our watch, they made no further attempt to steal our

animals. Our camp, around which the mules are picketed, is
more than arrow-shot from the willows : and these Indians will
10t make any hostile demonstrations unless they are sheltered
by ravines or bushes,

Having reached the wagon-trail to California, altho

port of the pistol, and the

th a pleasant temperature.
he nicht, which dampened

ugh in
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many places it is blind and evergrown, yet we shall have less
difficulty in searching out our road, and less anxiety respeeting
our course.  The course of the river at this point is nearly south-
west, and the trail runs through the bottom, occasionally cross-
ing the low sand-hills, to cut off the bends and avoid the canons.
We passed around a caiion early this merning. The road being
smooth, and generally hard and level, our mules travel off at
brisk trot, with compztl‘ative ease.

During the day’s march we have secn not less than three or
four hundred antelopes, with which the valley seems to tecm.
They are exceedingly timid and wild, discovering us usually by
the socent, at the distance of a mile, and tunning almost with
the flectness of the wind into the hills and mountains.

The lupin is the only flower I have seen to-day. A coarse,
heavily-seeded grass has been the prevailing vegetation of the
river bottom. Benches of low hills, covered with sage and
gl‘case—wood, slope down to the fertile land, beyund which }ligh
mountains raise their rocky, totally barren, and inaccessible peaks.
The river is noyw more a suceession or chain of stagnant pools
than a stream of running water, and its banks are skirted, as
heretofore, with small willows and wild currant-bushes. Fhe
<ail of the bottom is highly fertile, wherever it is moistened by
the waters of the river.

We encamped at three o’clock, p. M., as near the margin of
the stream as safety would permit. The wind blew a gale from
the south for two hours this afternoon ; and some sparks of fire
catching in the dead grass around our camp, so rapid was the
conflagration that we had great difficulty in saving our baggage

from destruction. A panther approached within three hundred
yards of our camp about sunset. We discharged a rifle at him,
but he escaped. The heat of the afternoon has been mtense.
Distance 30 miles.

August 11—Aft eight o'clock we resumed our march down
the river, which, at the distance of ten miles from our last en-
campment, caiions between ranges of elevated mountains, com-

posed of rugged, precipitous rocks, at the bottom of which is a

coarse debris of sharp broken flint and sandstone. The trail

GOOD-NATURE
ATURED DIGGER
c 201

here runs immediately

s coms:i:ugi upon the banks of the riy
take advantage of the
and worm-like windings
are hjgh]y fertile, :mdt’
grass and flowers.

niver, and erosses:
times, in orde
o G £ T to
m}m}s;r bottoms made by the abrupt
of the stream. T} :
o am. e small bottoms
: are covered with a luxuriant growth 0%
e :] Ur;:;on;_i[ tllte ﬁlowers which ornamented these
5 ced the lupi 1
i : upm, the sunflo SIS
5 rmg cotﬁ];.ped.ﬂou er, the corol of which 1s b]uew:r::l gt
like dey Il nation of colors, and a flower with a flami Scarh:t;
E € opment of brilliant scarlet e~~~
fermn:egg:ng from this caizon we passed over anoth
et : ‘ T ano i
e t]fim, }f:j (tihe lower end of which a naked Ifx]('ij‘z:;de =
s g ri“ : ;
i en associates, made his appearance fro mfl:e
B € distance, and ran towards us with o oo
b .1‘ g us, he extended his arm - and whe o
ok allof us by the hand 5 ’ e
A grin, illus-
= =, Us=

vith great cordiality.
delight, distorted his swarthy

or six miles, as many

trative of File

- a fee!mg of much
li[l £hance, over which, and down his

coa ~black, and matted hair fe

fusion,

2 neck, the long, coarse
= > :
e s amd negllt:cied rankness and pro-
: . “elght ab seeing and saluti S, W

50 overwhel : Sheies .
e tnfmg, that he could not restrain his em it{Pflfe“t]?
: d outright, (an wnusual phenomenon i i ol
shouted a gleeful shout at Indmn,) -

We di 3 :

- e I()hd not suspend our march on his
along by Iy side for a mile or more
ll‘lg}‘! out with an oily fluency an eloqu,e
sible as that of m: Y .

_ any a member of
el 3 er of congress. Thr

: e o UTess. ree m
= made their appearance from the distant et
2 r good-natured and nearly overjoyed fri kg
Jomed them. We gave him il o

. . as usuaal small i |

e 3 , a small

ch has become a searce eommodify with us e
¥ 5 S.

The trail at this po;
I 3 0Is. pomnf, to aveid a e

g s : a caiion, leaves i

gm‘.;;]g ahb'r]:ll.lptl_}‘ from it to the right, and ascvnd‘z; s

£ 'ity r!a {:is :ﬁth the usual growih in such pla,ce;s ofgw?;criez o

- westgm :.‘;r()pi mfoun}vf ;zin elevated ridge, about a mile dz.xgv{:;

o S of which we found i

B | : ind a small spring of ¢

There being a sufficiency. of grass alilmd :lll?s;

S account, but he trotted
his garrulous tongue roll-
nce quite as incomprehen-




INDIANS.
NUMBERS OF
202

he day, and

i to encamp for t :

=T determmei l(:mre number of antelopf:s,
‘-w at;::d I saw scveratl wild
. Killed nothing. Distance

i s mule
spring for our mu 3
egjo;the luxury of good Watert. -

rere in sicht of us to-
as usual, were in sigh iy
geese and sage-hens, bud

MO o e > W i t b;&eze
I Tnin Cl(,ﬁ,l aTld. LOO’I, N lth & ]Jé,h
sui Fe3

Dt alley or gorge,
v ,1.-1; Sedpuinip dORN IR S%"":gs

from the_ “Lsfi.thin a mile or two of our c.an?‘p ksome eight or

and passing wit ater, we acain, affer t,ra.\’ell 28 hrough a spa-

of cold, fresh water, ht of the river, winlinSHols ge of
108 - 1

in sig hes far to the south, with a mcak .

ol t. The river here m e'z
= : s abou
ch course It Tun:

hi t]n‘ongh

nine miles, came
cious valley swhich su:e. i
high mountains bc:uundmg.;;j:f3 tl}mrth e
3 . ’ ’
o b?nd’ t"]\{'n;[;gftmthis valley through a narrow %:1;;,6 e
i ““165-_ or forees its way; and about one 1 ! ]m.’,re =
- ﬂl}f '““;:;t of tlf;e mountain, we entered anothe o
turning the po :

ar as the vision can
allev, which stretches to the nort‘}astil;e“e(l e
i ‘:‘3— tebdt‘;xmulrh the smoky vapor. e e
Pe“etrd' a so;fihwest course, about ften ;
valley, m a

cam ed for ﬂlL’ ddi 5 at t h] 28 (‘10(1]1.
T o i 8 > (,h'lc acLer-
: \r.lﬂ.[-iﬁn n t-h(, ryene r?ll
11 h ) be@il 1!.“.1(_; or No Ve > L G I e
nere na ) 5 v (5 17

; SiEge o
i -oductions. Sage, grease-Wwoo :
£ the country and its product S
ishics O > ya e
istic cer the low hills and bcnch. : Sl
Co"d willows the margin of the river. gl
i orous, resembling ashes ; and w 13 g
ik f ;ur mules, we are envelope i e
e 'feet (lobeardq look white and frosty, inl ;} e
s - :
- ?verous as SO many COrpses, un
are as cadav

etc.,

1 saw to-day, W L6} marc Seﬂ',l-ll ] (}]ﬂ[l‘:- Stdndﬂl(’
45 d 3 hllﬁ on our h, n

i v did
is ¢ from the trail, bmj they i¢
e i 1.10 %:)ii‘];s (llazmn;c-ar our encam}zme!_:t 15‘YI;1:2dm:;~sn
i m JPE ‘Di(mer, but desert-ed._ We diseo Cteé .
S 3 i fish-trap, ingeniously constru e
e 1‘i‘(alf’[tgtv\ras ahout ten or twelve feet n - i d;,
e imer_WO"eU- Ornucopia. Multitudes of WOlV(?S Ser e
- Shapﬂ} 1}11-‘:@“?:; :be-ir harsh and discordant howlings.
us every nig

SCORCHING WINDS OF THE DESERT. 203

day has been excessively hot, and the sky

copper, from the effecis of the dense smok

atmosphere of the valley is filled.
August 13— About nine o'clock, a. ., the temperature be-
came intenscly hot, the wind changing to the south, and hlmﬁng

a breeze that was almost Scorching. Nothing can be mMore op-

Pressive than the currents of hot winds from the desert, whose

fire-like fervency, sustained by the almost scorching rays of the

SUuD, is sometimes nearly suffoeating.

We travelled down the margin of the river about twelve
miles, when we left the wagon-trail, tirning to the right over
some low hills, from which we descended info 1 wide valley,

through which the tiver winds its serpentine channe, in 4

northwest direction. Laying our comrse across this valley, after

travelling about ten miles We again struck the river ard the

Wwagon-trail, and continged Our e¢ourse along the margin of the

stream until we encamped, about two o’clock.

The Tow hills over which We passed are covered with a debris
of sharp fragments of basalt. The dark sides of the mountains
beyond them indicate that they are composed of the same sco-
rious substance. The general features of the country and
scenery are the same as heretofore deseribed.  Several miles
of our route, to-day, the ground was thickly mcrusted with the
carbonate of soda. A few antelopes were seen at a distance,
and oceasionally a sage-hen was flushed,

During the afternoon some heavy, but dry-looking clouds
obscured the sun, and I heard distant thunder i several direc-
tions, but no rain fel] to moisten the parched ground. The
smoke m the valley continyes very dense, and the coppery hue
of the heavens increases—the atmosphere feeling as i looks,
heated almost to blistering.  Distance 30 miles.

August 14 —The morning was hazy with thick, smoky vapor.
About ten o’clock last night, a black cloud rose from the south,
and continual and almost dazzling flashes of lightning were
darting athwart its face in all directions, illuminating that por-
tion of the heavens with a blaze of electrieal Light. The wind
blew with Violence, and a fow drops of rain fell, but not enough
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204 BOILING SPRINGS.
where all humidily seems almost instantly to
be gvaporated, to leave a perceptible moisture in the morping.
The channel of the river is very serpentine, winding abrupily
to the right and left through the valley, to irrigate, in obedience
to the economy of nature, and fertilize its ashy and spongy soil.
Our geperal course to-day has been nearly west, bearing a litile
to the north of west, crossing two extensive valleys or plains,
and passing through a narrow defile of the mountains, through
which the river forces its way. The waters of the river appear
to be deereasing, and the channel occasionally is quite dry, ex-
posing in some places a sandy, in others a soft, muddy bed.
Extensive portions of the valleys through which we have passed
have. been inerusted with an alkaline efflorescence.
We encamped near the bank of the river at four o'clock, p. M.
About two miles from our camp, near the base of the moun-
tains, we discovered a cirele of dark green herbage. A phe-
pomenon so unusual in such a position, excited my curiosity,
and netwithstanding my fatigue, 1 determined to visit the spot,
and aseertain its cause. Accompanied by Jacob and Nuttall, T
walzed to the place, and discovered that what produced the
remarkable verdure was the water flowing from a number of
boiling springs, which, coeling as if flowed down the slope of
the valley, irrigated and fertilized the earth, producing luxuriant
s in the small cirele dampened by it, before sinking and dis-
There are some ten or twelve of these
argest of which are ten feet in diam-

eter. 'The temperature of the water is boiling heat. To test it
by the best method within our power, (our thermometer having
been broken,) we procured from camp a small piece of bacon,
which, being placed on the end of a stick and thrust into the
boiling basin, was well cooked in fifteen minutes. The water is
slightly impregnated with calt and sulphur. Tmmediately
around these basins, the ground is whitened with a crust of the
carbonate of soda, beneath which is a siratum or shell of red-
dish rock, which appears to have been formed by a deposite

from the springs.
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206 THEIR DREAD OF FIRE-ARMS:.
any apparent fatigue, for four hours, at the rate of five miles

per hour.

They have a great dread of a rifle when its muzzle is pointed

towards them, and were always careful to keep out of the range
of our picces. About a mile before we encamped for the day,
Buchanan and Brown being behind, killed a wolf, and a sand-
hill crane. They were greatly astonished at the report of the
rifle, and to them its mysterious and deadly effects. They looked
in wonder, first at the muzzle of the gun, and then at the mor-
tal wound made in the wolf, causing instant death. To them it
The wolf and the crane were presented
seemed to be delighted, and started
ess as if they had

was incomprehensible.
{o them, with which they
to return to their fellows, with as much fleetn
not travelled a mile during the day.
We encamped at half-past four o’clock, descending a
steep bluff into 'a small low bottom of the river, where the
Another cloud rose from the south-

grass was rank and green.
west just before sunset, and it ramned enough before we retired

for the might, to moisten the grass and the surface of the ground.
The mountains bordering the valley of the river have exhibited
every variety of rugged form, during the day’s march. The

rock of which they are composed is yolcanic and of a dark hue;

they are entirely destitute of vegetation, and the scenery, con-
sequently, is most gloomy and repulsive to the eye. Distance

30 miles.

CHAPTER XVI.

Refreshing rain—Dense smoky vapor—sScarcity of proyisions—Horses
giving out—Dismal journey—Soup of fresh-water shellfish—Agreeable
meeting—Obtain a snupply of proyisions—Merry Digger Indian visitres

An Indian coil—Petrifactions—Sink of Mary’s river—DBitter waters
_ The desert hetween Mary’s and Truckes river—Toilsome mareh—
Unexpected rofreshment—Remarkable boiling springs-
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rain was falling copiously.

6.— When I woke this morning it was cloudy, and
From appearances, it had been rain-

SCAR . 0]
CITY OF PROV[SI(’NS_ 'EXHAUSIED HORSES 2

ing several hours, and th
: : osé of our party >
Were quite N ik party who had b
e rzin, ‘;Sejit izt?ng C;Jl‘.l]d be more agreeable :g‘;‘lsﬂ:ﬁ:d
has e, ust which in places is al S
: been laid for a short et i on most suﬁocatmg,
r_fg atmosphere has been cooled and moist : a{-ind the suliry and
ur course for the day h R
e tail ot 4y has generally been s
b gl;;li :A hlbch we have followed has somit-imcs “;J;tliiw%t, o
o
high 3ndyba ottoms next to the river, and at therz t?lrough
= rren slopes of the valley, with over the
g\i‘ upon them, = a growth of leafless
e passed s
from t]llﬁ:" esf;'zlit:{j?e Places where water was standing i
b S 0 %ast night’s rain, a most unusual bg e
with «:n%oila 0 In this arid region. The atmOSPh:’;re i i
produced f]‘laoupr.;; which the rain of last night S;: ok
Mo ot IE ect, that distant objects a?e not ?S to l?ave
s of the nearest mountains dimly seen thfﬂel'lﬁlble_
> ¥ ough the

thick vapor
> present the same dar
as has heretofore heen described i Lo e

I s(;w several Indians to-day at
us and coneceale ms o
e 0f< ﬂi tl‘z_avmnelres in the willows bordering the riv
s 1 ver has become strongly impre bnat -dm'er-
a ti c:\tposed to the sun, when taken fro?n th(’ “’ltlh
arly 1eat. It is not, howey ? i
= ; : > lowever, more disty
b pe to find it, and bad as it is e
Te.m S S, our excessive thirst
mosflls evening T made an inspection of th
ahi;, ﬂ.-nd found, owing to its inerease ‘3
e cireums 5 81 3
2o bel;n:intgn.cea smee we left Fort Laramie. th
e 2 >, tha
e L(;t‘,:;(‘}‘} ,raltthfju_gh we have been on shért a]]tnj::rc
L st e S, restrietin 7 i . <
e - ze ng ourselves to a sinole i
Ll mnﬁrllid a \e:iy diminutive piece of br%ads?;'uesh;e
Y ne and eveni i : g
B s L moman ning.  We es{imat, 5
ke L‘Homents; of California at fourteen days ; Pt 4
B will not last us more than five or si d} P =
rown’s and Brookev’s rid; e
Bre ey’s riding-hors
. y ing-horses near]
i ; 1early oave ouft to-
i gf'eat misfortune, as we have nagt- a single 5 fiaj"
we can well dispense with. The sun inka?mai
; s own

a distance, but they ran from

provisions of my
of numbers from unavoid-




