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port, Massachusetts, showing that the aufocrat of all the
Russias is tributary, to some extent, to the free Yankees of
New England for his naval equipment. On the 11th of Octo-
ber, by invitation of Lieutenant Ruducoff; in company of Mr.
Jacob and Captain Leidesdorft, 1 dined on board this vessel. The
Russian customs are in some respects peculiar. Soon after
we reached the vessel and were shown into the cabin, a lunch
was served up. This consisted of a variety of dried and smoked
fish, pickled fish-roe, and other hyperborean pickles, the nature
of which, whether animal or vegetable, T could not determine.
Various wines and liquors accompanied this lunch, the discus-
sion of which lasted until an Indian servant, a native of the
north-pole, or thereabouts, announced dinner. We were then
shown into a handsomely-furnished dining cabin, where the ta-
ble was spread. The dinner consisted of several courses, some
of which were peculiarly Russian or Sitcan, and Lregret that my
culinary knowledge is not equal to the task of deseribing them,
for the benefit of epicures of a more southern region than the
place of their invention. They were certainly very delightful to
the palate. The afternoon glided away most agreeably.

On the 12th of October, Captain Fremont, with a number
of volunteers destined for the south, to co-operate with Commo-
dore Stockton in the suppression of the reported rebellion at
Los Angeles, arrived at San Francisco from the Sacramento. 1
had previously offered my services, and Mr. Jacob had done the
same, to Commodore Stockton, as volunteers in this expedition,
if they were necessary or desirable. They were now repeated.
Although travellers in the country, we were American citizens,
and felt under obligations to assist in defending the flag of our
conntry whercver it had been planted by proper authority.
At this time we were given to understand thata larger force
than was already organized, was not considered necessary for
the expedition.

VOYAGE ACROSS THE BAY.

CHAPTER XXVII.

LeAave San Franeisco for Sonoma—Sonoma creek—¢ Bear men”"—Islands
in the bay—T.iberality of Uncle Sam to sailors—Sonoma—Beautiful conn-
try—General Valléjo—Sefiora Valléjo—Thomas O. Larkin, U. S. Con-
sul—Signs of rain—The seasons in California—More warlike rumors
from the south—Mission of San Rafael—An Irish ranchero—Sausolito—

fetum to San Francisco— Meet Lippincott—Discomfort of Galifornian
ouses.

Ocroner 13.—This morning the United States frigate Con-
gress, Commodore Stockton, and the merchant-ship Sterling,
employed to transport the volunteers under the command uaf
Captain Fremont, (one hundred and eighty in number,) sailed for
the south. The destination of these vessels was understood to
be San Pedro or San Diego. While these vessels were leaving
the haf"bor, accompanied by Mr. Jacob, I took passage for So-
noma in a cutter belonging to the sloop-of-war Portsmouth.
Sonoma is situated on the northern side of the Bay of San Fran-
cisco, about 15 miles from the shore, and about‘fis miles from
the town of San Franciseco. Sonoma creek is navigable for ves-
sels of considerable burden to within four miles of the town.

Among the passengers in the boat, were Mr. Ide, who acted
S0 conspicuous a part in what is called the © Bear Revolution,”
and Messrs. Nash and Grigsby, who were likewise prominent
in this movement. The hoat was manned by six sailors and a
cockswain. We passed Yerba Buena, Bird, and several other
small islands in the bay. Some of these are white, as if covered
with snow, from the deposite upon them of bird-manure. Tens
of thousands of wild geese, ducks, gulls, and other water-fowls
were perched upon them, or sporting in the waters of the bay,
making a prodigions cackling and-.clatter with their voices
and wings. By the aid -of oars and sails we reached the
mouth of Senoma creek about 9 o’clock at night, where we
landed and encamped on the low marsh which borders the bay
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on this side. The marshes contiguous to the Bay of San Fran-
cisco are extensive, and with little trouble [ believe they could
be reclaimed and transformed into valuable and productive rice
plantations. Having made our supper on raw salt-pork and
bread generously furnished by the sailors, as soon as we landed,
we spread our blankets on the damp and rank vegetation, and
slept soundly until morning.

October 14.—Wind and tide being favorable, at daylight we
proceeded up the serpentine creek, which winds through a flat
and fertile plain, sometimes marshy, at others more elevated and
dry, to the embarcadero, ten or twelve miles from the bay. We
landed here between nine and ten o’clock, a. m. All the pas-
sengers, except ourselves, proceeded immediately to the town.
By them we sent for a cart to transport our saddles, bridles, blan-
kets, and other baggage, which we had brought with us.
While some of the sailors were preparing breakfast, others, with
their muskets, shot wild geese; with which the plain was covered.
An excellent breakfast was prepared in a short time by our
sailor companions, of which we partook with them. No benevo-
lent old gentleman provides more bountifully for his scrvants
than < Uncle Sam.” These sailors, from the regular rations
served out to them from their ship, gave an excellent breakfast,
of bread, butter, coffee, tea, fresh beefsteaks, fried salt-pork,
cheese, pickles, and a variety of other delicacies, to which we
had been unaecustomed for several months, and which cannot
be obfained at present in this country. They all said that
their rations were more than ample in quantity, and excellent in
quality, and that no government was so generous in supplying
its sailors as the government of the United States. They ap-
peared to be happy, and contented with their condition and ser-
vice ; and animated with a patriotic pride for the honor of their
country, and the flag under which they sailed. The open frank-
ness, and honest patriotism of these single-hearted and weather-
beaten tars, gave a spice and flavor o our entertainment which
I shall not soon forget. 5

From the embareadero we walked, under the influence of the

rays of an almost broiling sun, four miles to the town of Sonoma.

SONOMA.

‘The plain which lies between the landing and Sonoma, is tim-
bered sparsely with evergreen oaks. The luxuriant grass is now

brown and crisp.  The hills surrounding this beautiful valley or

plam, are gentle, sloping, highly picturesque, and covered to
their tops with wild oats. R!-aching Sonoma, we procured
ledgings in a large and half-finished adobe house, erected by
Dt)tl Salvador Valléjo, but now occupied by Mr. Griffith, an
American emigrant, originally from North Carolina. Sonoma
is one of the old mission establishments of California ; but there
is now‘scarce]y amission building standing, most of them having
fallen into shapeless masses of mud ; and a few years will pros-
trate the roofless walls which are now standing. 'The principal
houses in the place are the residences of Gen. Don Mariano
Guadaloupe Valléjo, his brother-in-law, Mr. J. P. Leese, an
American, and his brother, Don Salvador V. alléjo. * The quartel,
a barn-like adobe house, faces the publie square. The town
presents a most dull and ruinous appearance ; but the country
surrounding i{ is exuberantly fertile, and romantically picturesqué;,
and Sonoma, nnder American authority, and with an American
population, will very soon become a secondary commereial point,
and a delichtful residence. Most of the buildings are erected
around a ploza, about two hundred yards square. The only
ornaments in this square are numerous skulls and dislocated
skeletons of slaughtered beeves, with which hideous remains the
ground is strewn. Cold and warm springs gush from the hills
near the town, and supply, at all seasons, a sufficiency of water
to irrigate any required extent of ground on the plain below. 1
noticed outside of the square several groves of peach, and other
fruif-trees, and vineyards, which were planted here by the
padres ; but the walls and fences that once surrounded them
are now fallen, or have been consumed for fuel ; and they are
exposed to the mercies of the immense herds of cattle which
Toam over and graze upon the plain.

October 15—1 do not like to trouble the reader with a fre-
quent reference to the myriads of fleas and other vermin which
infest the rancherias and old mission establishmentsin California ;
but if any simning soul ever suffered the punishments of purga-
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tory before leaving its tenement of clay, those torments were
endured by myself last pight. When I rose from my blankets
this morning, affer a sleepless night, I do not think there was
an inch-square of my body that did not exhibit the inflammation
consequent upon a puncture by a flea, or some other equally
rabid and poisenous insect. Smallpox, erysipelas, measles, and
cearlet-fever combined, could not have imparted to my skin a
more inflamed and sanguineous appearance. The multitudes of
these imsects, however, have been generated by Indian filthiness.
They do not disturb the inmates of those cosas where eleanliness
prevails.
Having letters of introduction to General Valléjo and My
Leese, T delivered them this morning. General Valléjo is a
native Californian, and a gentleman of intelligence and taste far
superior to most of his countrymen. The interior of lis house
presenteda different appearance: from any house occupied by
native Californians which I have entered since I have been in
the country. Every apartment, even the maih entrance-hall
and corridors, were scrapulously clean, and presented an air of
comfort which I have not elsewhere seen in Califorpia. The
parlor was furnished with handsome chairs, sofas, mirrors, and
tables, of mahogany framework, and a fine piano, the first T
have seen in the country. Several paintings and some superior
engravings ornamented the walls. Senora Valléjo s a lady of
charming personal appearance, and possesses in the highest
degree that natural graee, ease, and warmth of manners which
render Spanish ladies so attractive and fascinating to the stran-
ger. The children, some five or six in number, were all beautiful
and inferesting. General V. is, I believe, strongly desirous that
{he United States shall refain and annex California. He is thor-
oughly disgusted with Mexican sway, which is fast sending his
country backwards, instead of forwards, in the seale of civiliza-
tion, and for years he has heen desirous of the change which
has now taken place.
In the afternoon we visited the house of Mr. Leese, which is
also farnished in American style. Mr. L. is the proprietor of a
vineyard in the vicinity of the town, and we were regaled upon
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grapes, as luscious, T dare say, as the forbidden fruit th:
provoked the first transgressien. Nothing of the fruit k'm(fl;
can exceed the delicious richness and ﬁavir of tlhe' ('le'f m
e q > California
T!ns g\'czzairlg Thomas O. Larkin, Esq., late United States €
sul for California, arrived here, having left San Fi'ﬂl](‘i;ﬂ(} on ftolrll-
same morning that we did, tra.s'&llir;g by land. Mr. L rc-w.i{iez
n {I(nlt}_‘rc}'; but T had the pleasure of an intmdm“tirni toh l}il
at San _1"1':111cisu-0 several days previous fo my iozn'inc; [l‘lélt-‘ 1‘14::30
}_‘h' L.isa rjat.i\‘e of Boston, and has been a r‘esidentaiz\ CJelIi?ﬂ;'lxi;
for alput fifteen years, during which time he has amassed a
lal'g:e fortune, and from the ;'hmag:a'cs now tnkinrrr lace ‘he s
rapidly increasing it. He will [_J:\'»i-yz':i_jle be the f;l]tj Amerie :
millionaire of California. : S R
October 17.—The last two mornines have been cloudy and
0.0?1. "l‘he rainy season, it is thuuu-ht.‘ by the w(:ﬂthm‘-w{se in
'thls cl}fnate, will set in earlier this vear than usual. Th.e eriod-
lcal. rains ordinarily commence about the middle of Nmimber
It is now a 1?10111}1 earlier, "and the meteorological phenomenal
Eml'itjn‘and‘ “fallmg weather.” The rains durinr} the winter, in
alifornia, are not confinuous, as is gener: V.5
sometimes rains during an entire dm‘h \il:}:jit\t :23’})1‘:5“1 .
5 Y- ssation ; but
most generaﬂy the weather is showery, with intervals of b,rirrht
sunshine and a delightful mnperatm-;\. The first yains of ?he
year fall usually in November, and the last about the middle oi';
May. As soon as ihe ground becomes moistened, the oTass
and other hardy vecetation, springs up, and by the middlewo}
December the landseape is m‘m}'ed in a robe of fresh verdure
The grasses grow throuch the entire winter, and most of them'
mature by the first of May. The season for sowing wheat com-
mences as soon as the ground is sufficiently softemrg by moisture
to m?lmii of plowing, and continues until March or A;":ril.
b(.:\;ﬂ ‘}lild m:}de lnl'x'elzjlz';lEi_l'slls this morning to visit a rancho
longing to General Valléjo, in company with the general and
Mr. Lzl_rkm_ This rancho contains about eleven Ie:;g;\l-les of land,
bordering upon a portion of the Bay of San Francis 0, lwent-\}fi
five or thirty miles distant from Sonoma. Just as we were
29
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about mounting our horses, however, a courier arrived from San
Francisco with dispatehes from €aptain Montgomery, addressed
to Lieutenant Ru\ ere, the military commandant at this post
giving such intellizence n regard to the insurrection at the
couth that we dotermined to return to San Francisco forthwith.
Procuring horses, and 'm'nmpam(d by Mr. Larkin, we left
Sonema dh\mt two o’clock i the affernoon, riding at the usual
California speed. After leaving Sonoma phm we crossed a
ridge of hills, and entered the fertile and picturesque valley of
Pe,talunn creek, which empties into the bay. General Valléjo
has an extensive rancho in this valley, upon which he bas
recently erected, at great e xpense, a very large house. Arehi-
tecture, however, in this country is in its 1nfm<‘\ “The money
expended in erecting this house, which prese nts to the eye no
fastoful architectural attractions, would in the United States
have raised a palace of symmetrics al proportions, and adorned
il with every requisite ornament. Large herds of caftle were
grazing in t hb valley.

From Petaluma v: ey we erossed a hig ch rolling: country, and
redached the mission of San Rafael (fm ty-five nulv.\} between
seven and eight o’clock in the evening. 3an Rafael is sitnated
two or t.iucv miles from the shore of the bay, and commands an
extensive view of the bay and its islands. The mission buildings
are generally in the same ruinous condition I have before de-
seribed. W e put up at the house of a Mr. Murphy. a scholastic
Trich bachelor, who has been a resident of California for a num-
ber of years. His casa. when we arrived, was closed, and ik
was with some difficulty that we could gain admission. When
the occupant of the house had ase mnmvd from one of the
loopholes of the building, who we were, however; the doors
were soon unbarred and we were admitted, buf not -without
many sallies of Irish wit, somefimes good- natured, and seme-
times keenly caustic and ironical. ‘\.\ e found a table spread
with cold mutton and cold beef upon it. A cup of coffee was
soon prepared hy the Indian muchachos and muchachas; and
our host brought out some scheidam and aguardiénte. A
draught or two of these liquids seemed to correct the acidity of
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his humor, and he entertained us with his jokes and conversation
several hours. %
October 18.—From San Rafael to Sausolito, oppesite San
Franeisco on the north side of the entrance to the bay, it is
five leagues, (fifteen miles,) generally over elevated hills and
Unough deep hollows, the ascents and descents being frequent-
ly steep and laborious to our animals, Siartine z;jt, lli.‘(lf-])aﬂt
seven o'cl_ock, we reached the residence of C:lpta?n Ric]mrdsm;
;!m P[‘t)];ll‘lf’t()l‘ of L?:‘lauqeliro, about nine o’clock in the mor nin'r,
n travelling: this distance we passed some temporary
erected by Am('ncm :lmlunntqp on the mission }]j?rll(r;? cl}::lmi.:(;
rancho of Mrs. Reed, a widow. We immediately hir c(]’u whale-
boat from one of the ships lying here, ab two dollars for each
passenger, and between len and eleven o’clock we landed in
San Francisco.
) I met, soon after my arrival, Mr. Lippincott, heretofore men-
tioned, who accompanied us a portion of the distance over the
mountains ; and Mr. Hastings, who, with Mr. Hudspeth, con-
ducted a party of the emi rtunh from Fort Bridger by the new
route, wia the south end of the Salt 1 lake, to Mary’s river.
Trom Mr. Lippincott I leamed the particulars of an engage-
ment bélween a party of the emigrants (Captain 'West’s:::r;;—
pany) and the Indians on Mary’s river, which resulted, as has
before been stated, in the death of Mr. Sallee and a dancerous
arrow wound to Mr. L. - He had now, however, rf‘czverc.d
from the effects of the wound. The emigrants which accom-
panied Messrs. Hastings and Hudspeth, or followed their trail
had all reached the valley of the Sacramento without am:
material loss or disaster. i
I remained at San Francisco from the 18th to the 22d of
Qectober. The weather during this time was sufficiently ool to
render fires necessary to comfort in the houses; but fireplaces
or stoves are luxuries which but few of the San Franeciscans have
any knowledge of, except in their kitchens. This deficieney,
however, will soon be remedied. American settlers here will
not build houses without chimneys. They would as soon plan
4 house without a door, or with the entrance upon its roof, in
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imitation of the architecture of the Pueblo Indians of New
Mexieo.

CHAPTER XXVIIL.

Boat trip up the bay and the Sacramento to New Helvetia—An appeal to
the alealde—Kanuckas—Straits of San Puaeblo and Pedro—Straits of
Carquinez—Town of Francisea—Feather-beds furnished by nature—
Mouth of the Sacramento—Islands—Delaware Tom—A man who has
forgotten his mother tongue—Salmon of the Szcramento—Indian fisher-
men—Arrive at New Helvetia.

Ocroeer 22— Having determined to make a {rip' to Nueva
Helveiia by water, for the purpose of examining more particu-
larly the upper portion of the bay and the Sacramento Tiver,
in eonjunction with Mr. Larkin, we chartered a small open
sail-boat for the excursion. The ‘charter, to avoid disputes,
was regularly drawn and signed, with all condifions specified.
The price to be paid for a certain number of passengers was
thirty-two dollars, and demurrage at the » of twenty-five
cents per hour for all-delays ordered by the charter-party, on
the trip upwards to Nueva Helvetia. The boat was to be
ready at the most convenient landing at seven o'clock this
morning, but when I called at the place appointed, with our
baggage, the boat was not there.  In an hour or two the skip-
per was found, but refused to comply with his contract. We
immediately laid our grievance before the alealde, who, after
reading the papers and hearing the statements on both sides,
ordered the skipper to perform w hat he had agreed to perform,
{o which deeision he reluctantly assented. In order to facili-
tate matters, I paid the cosis of the action myself, although the
successful litigant in the suit.

We left San Francisco about two o’clock, p. m., and crossing
the mouth of the bay, boarded a Mexican schooner, a prize
captured by the U. 5. sloop-of-war Cyane, Captain Dupont,
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which had entered the bay this morning and anchored in front
of Sausolito. The prize is commanded by Lieutenant Ren-
shaw, a gallant officer of our navy. Qur object in boarding
the schooner was to learn the latest news, but she did not bring
much. We met on board the schooner Lieutenant Hunter of
the Portsmonth, a chivalrous officer, and Licutenant Ruducoff,
commanding the Russian brig' previously mentioned, whose
vessel, preparatory to sailing, was taking in water at Sausolito.
Aceepting of his pressing invitation, we visited the brg, and
took a parting glass of wine with her gallant and gentlemanly
commander.

About five o’clock, ». m., we proceeded on our voyage. At
eight o’clock a dense fog hung over the bay, and the ebb-tide
bemg adyverse fo our progress, we were compelled to find a
landine for our small and frail craft. This was not an easy
matter, in the almost impenefrable darkness. As good luek
would have  it, however, after we had groped abont for some
time, a licht was discovered by our skipper. He rowed the
boat towards it, bul grounded. Hauling off, he made another
attempt with beiter success, 1'r_‘ﬂch'|ng within hailing distance of
the shore. The light proceeded from a camp-fire of three
Kanacka (Sandwich island) runaway sailors. As soon as they
ascertained who we were and what we wanted, they stripped
themselves naked, and wading through the mud and water te
the boat, took us on their shoulders, and carried us high and
dry to the land. The boat being thus lightened of her burden,
was rowed farther up and landed.

The natives of the Sandwich islands (Kanackas, as they ate
called) are, without doubt, the most expert watermen m the
sworld. Their performances in swimming and diving are so ex-
traordinary, that they may almost be considered am phibious in
their natures and instincts. Water appears to be as much their
nataral element as the land.  They have straight black hair, good
foatures, and an amiable and intelligent expression of counte-
nance. Their complexion resembles that of a bright mulatio ;
and in symmetrical proportions and museular deyelopments,
they will advantageously compare with any race of men I have
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seen. The crews of many of the whale and merchant ships on
this coast are partly composed of Kanackas, and they are
justly esteemed as most valuable sailors.

October 23.— The damp, raw weather, auguring the nearap-
proach of the autumnal rains, continues. A drizzling mist fell
on us during the nizht, and the clouds were not dissipated
when we resamed our voyage this morning. Pilbfﬁit!"__f through
the strails of San Pablo and San Pedro, we entered a division
of the bay called the Bay of San Pablo. Wind and iide being
m our favor, we crossed this sheet of waler, and afterwards
entered and passed through the straits of Carguinez. At these
straits the waters of the b: y are compressed within the breadth
of a mile, for the distance of about two leagues. On the south-
ern side the shore is hilly, and eanioned in $ome places. The
northern shore is gentle, the hills and table-land sloping grad-
ually down to the water. We landed at the bend of the straits
of Carquincz, and spent several hours in examining the country
and soundings on the northern side. There is no timber here.
The soil is covered with a growth of grass and wild oats. The
bend of the straifs of Carquinez, on the northern side, has heen
thought to be a favorable position for a commercial town. 1t
has some advantages and some disadvantages, which it would
be tedious for me now to detail.

[Subsequently to this my first visit here, a town of extensive
dimensions has been laid off by Gen. Valléjo and Mr. Semple,
the proprietors, under the name of “Franecisca” It fronts
for two or three miles on the  Soeson,” the upper division of
the Bay of San Francisco, and the straits of Carquinez. = A
ferry has also been established, which crosses regularly from
shore to shore, conveying travellers over the bay. T crossed,
myself and horses, here in June, 1847, when on my return
to the United States. Lots had then been offered to setilers on
favorable conditions, and preparations, I understood, were
making for the erection of a number of house

Ahout sunset, we resumed onr voyage. The wind having
lulled, we attempted fo stem the adverse tide by the use of
oars, but the ebb of the tide was stronger than the propelling
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force of our oars. Soon, in spite of all our excrtians:, wev foluled
ourselyes drifting rapidly backwards, and after L“Dfm--“f,ii
hours of hard labor in the dark, we were, at last; so for i,\fmu} °
as to effect a landing in a cove unAthe soutl_lern sl.de]() i1
straits, haying retrograded several miles. l_n the fzow% ‘l 1e-1n, is
Jon which the waves have drifted and

a small sandy beach, uj hich . drig '
deposited a large quantity of oat-straw, and feathers si;,d“b_)
the millions of ‘water-fowls syhich sport upon the bay. ;11 .11§
downy depusih: furnished by nature, we spread our blankets,

and slept soundly. el

October 24— We proceeded on our voyage ab d.q,hg}nt,
sno alone the southern shore of the Soesor. Ahgut nine
= = ed on a marshy plain, and cooked breakfast. A
- t base of which is

coast )
o’clock we land £
: o 3
anee of mountains bounds this plain, the :
e { »f the bay These mountains,

several miles from the shore of the bay. Lhes e
erable elevation, exhibii signs of l.lt.hl[i}.
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: av of San Franeciseo at the same pome
¢ and by numerous mouths, or
A T % 2. S t
Toudhs as they are here called. These sloughs wind through
slougiis as they a T R - g
an immense timbered swamp, and constitute 2 terragueous L_ by
3 R 3J T - -‘-', g ] AV
inth of such intricacy, that unskilful and inexperienc ed nln];a.l
— g m it 2 5 a ave

have ‘been lost for many days in i, and some, I he

= - their way out. A range
sramento a short distance
as you asecend, and run
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1 -on. a certain evidence of its fertility.
with rank v.-‘egetatlon_. a certain evi
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“ialcr_. ab this season, is perfecily limpid, and althoush the tide

o - e i ¥

EIJIJ::'de I‘]mw more than a hundred miles above the mouth of

F 1€ Tiver, if is' fresh and sweef. The channel of the Sacramento

15 |'.t‘ﬂitil‘k'r'l!)}}' free from snags and other obstruections to navi-

gation. A more beautiful and placid stream of water I never

Saw. “ . :
At twelve o’clock at nioht, the ebb tic I

e eo‘clock at night, the ebb tide being so strong that

.<‘ ound ourselves drifting backwards, with some difficulty we

effected a landing on one of the islands, clearing a way 1}”—:.]1”}1

5 5 A | | | ay )
: h hatehets and knives.
ire, we bhivonacked until daylicht.

the tancled brush and vines swith «
{
1

: tinuinge our voy ve I: :d abo 11
e L O .<.l %0 we landed abont nine
Delock, A. M, at an Indian rancheria, s ited on the bank of the
river.  An old Indian, his wife, and two or three children
were all the present occupants of this rancheria. The u‘omazi
was the most miserable ar ac ; .
SG 1T adie€ and ETN: aAbed 2Ch Ver behe
Rhc b ; I E S ..J. I Ji \1I!) i(lht\[ UI_}JI.LL [ EVer bkthi:ld.
S as prebably a victim of the ¢ sweat-house.” Surrowmdine
‘f}li_’. rancheria were two or three acres of sround, planted \Ti!i
maize, beans, and melons. Purchasine a quantity of water and
ol b, . . 1 = 2 5 :
muskmelons, we re-embarked and pursued our voyace. As
% oot - oot
e ascended the stream the banks became more elevated, the
couniry on both sides opening into vast savannas, dotted ocea
sionally with parks of everareen « . L
The tide turni aoainst aoai
lIlIr 351y St - 3 L2 rn - -
s d.d_:; against us again dlbnut eleven or twelve
ek, we landed at an encampment of Walla-Walla Indians, a
ortion of the party prewiously referr on
p : J he p\_ut}. pIre¢ \1<.!nr:-]3, referred fo, and reported to have
visited California’ for hostile purposes. Among them was :
Delaware Indian, known as 3 T B : ot
Delaware Indian, known as « Delaware Tom.” who speaks Eno-
hish as fluently any Anclo-Sax e - e
y as any A nglo-Saxon, and is a most gallant and
honorable Indian. Several of the pariy, a majority of whom
were women and children, were sick with chills and ‘f'cvm' 'i'_ho
men were engaged 1 fing : jerki lic
e g ged in }]l.Lm]]'té“ csnr‘l Jerking deer and elk meat.
owing our he baited with fresh meat, info the river. we
soon drew out small fish enouch for dinner. '
Tht'a specimens of Walla-Wallas at this encampment are far
superior te the Indians of California in features, ficure. and in-
telligence. Their cor cion 1 i e
e, iple s i
¢ complexion is much lighter, and their fea-

SALMON OF THE SACRAMENTO.

tures more regular, expressive, and pleasing. Men and women
were clothed in dressed skins. The men were armed with
rifles.

At sunset we put our little eraft in motion again, and at one
o’clock at night landed near the cabin of a German emigrant
named Schiwartz, six miles below the embarcadero of New Hel-
vetia. The cabin is about twenty feet in length by twelve m
breadth, constructed of a light, rude frame, shingled with fule.
After gaining admission, we found a fire blazing n the eentre of
the dwelling on the earth-floor, and suspended over us were as
many salmon, taken from the Sacramento, as could be placed in
position to imbibe the preservative qualities of the smoke.

Our host, Mr. Schwartz, is one of those eccentric human
phenomena rarely met with, who, wandering from their own na-
fion 1nto foreion countries, foroeet their own language without
acquiring any other. He speaks a tongue (language it cannot
be called) peculiar to himself, and scarcely ntelligible. It is
2 mixture, in about equal parts, of German, English, French,
Spanish, and rancheria Indian, a compounded polyzlot or lin-
gnal pi—each syllable of a word sometimes being derived from
2 different language. Stretching ourselves on the benches
surrounding the fire, so as to avoid the drippings from the
pendent salmon, we slept until morning.

October 26.—Mr. Schwariz provided us with a brealkfast of
fried salmon and some_fresh milk.  Coffee, sugar, and bread
we brought with us, so that we enjoyed a luxurious repast.

Near the house was a shed containing some forty or fifty
barrels of pickled salmon, but the fish, from their having been
padly put up, were spoiled. Mr. Schwartz attempted to explain
the particular causes of this, but I could net understand him.
The salmon are taken with seines dragged across the chanuel
of the river by Indians in canoes. On the bank of the mver
the Indians were eating their breakfast, which consisted of a
large fresh salmon, roasted in the ashes or embers, and a ketile
of aiéle; made of acorn-meal. The salmon was four or five
feet in length, and when taken out ofs the fire and eut open.
presented a. most tempting appearance. The Indians were ail




SUFFERINGS OF MR. REED.

nearly naked, and most of them having been wading in the
water at daylight o sef their seines, were shivering with the

cold whilst preedily devouring their morning meal.

We reached the embarcadero of New Helvetia about eleven
o'clock, A. ar., and finding there a wagon, we placed ofix bag-
gage in it and walked to the fort, about two and a half miles.

CHAPTER XXIX.

Disastrous news from the sonth—Retura of Colonel Fremont to Monterey—
Call for volunteers—Volunteer our services—Leave New Helvetia—
Swimming the Sacramento—First fall of rain—Beautiful and romantic
valley—Precipitous mountains—Deserted house—Arable land of Cali-
fornia— Fattening qualities of the acorn—Lost in. the Coast Monntains—
Strange Indians—Indian women gathering grass-seed for bread—Indian
guide—Laguna—Rough dialogne—Hunters’ camp—* Old Greenwood”—
Grsly bear meat—Greenwood’s account of himself—His opinion of the
Indians and Spaniards—Retrace our steps—Severe storm—INappa valley
—Arrive at Sonoma—DMore rain—Arrive at San Francisco—Return to
New Helvetia.

I remarxen ab the fort from the 27th to the 30th of October.
On the 28th, Mr. Reed, whom [ have before mentioned as be-
longing to the rear emigrating party, arrived here.  He left his
party on Mary's river, and in company with one man crossed the
desert and the mountains. e was several days without pro-
visions, and when he arrived af Johnson’s, was so much ema-
ciated and exhausted by faticue and famine, that he could
searcely walk. His object was to procure provisions immediately,
and fo transport them with pack-mules over the mountams for
the relief of the suffering emigrants behind. He had lost all
of his cattle, and had been compelled to cacke two of his wag-
ons and most of his property. Captain Sutter generously fur-
nished the requisite quantity of mules and horses, with Indian
vagueros, and jerked meat, and flour. This is the second ex-
pedition for the relief of the emigrants he has fitted ouf since

MORE RUMORS OF WAR.

our arrival in the country. Ex-governor Boggs and family
reached Sutter’s Fort to-day.

On the evening of the 28th, a courier arrived with letters
from Colonel Fremont, now at Monterey. The substance of
the intellivence received by the courier was, that a large force
of Ci.lilirﬂl']\;'lﬁ!!s (varying, according to different reports, from five
to fitteen hundred strono) had met the marines and sailors, four
hundred strong, under the command of Captain Merv'mc,‘ of the
U. 8. frigate Savannah, who had landed at San }.)l-’(h'{) tor tl_le
purpose of marching to Los Angeles, Md. had (11'1\'(311‘ (_‘aptam
Mervine and his force back to the ship, with the loss, in klled,
of six men. - That the towns of Arigeles and Santa Barbara had
been taken by the insurgents, and the American garrisons there
had either been captured or had made their escape by refreat
ing.  What had become of them wwas ulnknrm:n* Colonel_
FI‘ZL‘H.'I()I'[Y, who I before mentioned had sailed w;t-l} a party of
one hundred and eighty volunteers from San Franmsco. to S.an
Pedro, or San Diego, for the purpose of co-operating with
Comuﬁ:dore Stockion, after having been some f;xme at sea, had
put nto Monterey and landed his men, and his purpose now
was to increase his force and mount them, and to proceed by
land to Los Angeles. 3 ‘

On the receipt of this intelligence, 1= immediately drew up a
paper which was sioned by myself, Mc_s:ars, Reed, Jacob, Llp(i
pincott, and Grayson, offering our seryices as t’o¥u1’1teers, an
our exortions to raise a foree of emigrants and Indians whic‘h
would be a sufficient reinforcement o Colonel Fremont. _’I"lus
paper was addressed to Mr. Kern, t.hc commandant of 14.011',
Sheramento, and required his sanetion. The next .n}ormng
(29th) he accepted of our proposal, and the labor .(if ).'ﬁlSiDg‘t-hB
volunteers and of procuring the negessary clothing and sup-
plics for them and the Tadians was apportioned. :

Tt commenced raining on the night of the twenty-eighth, and

* The garrison under Caplain Gillespie, at Los Angeles, capitulatefl.
The garrisén at Santa Barbara, under Lieutenant T&]!Jat, nl‘nrch:zd ou;. n.f
defianco of the enemy, and after sufformg many hardships arrived in safety
at Monterey-




