TOWN CF SANTA BARBARA.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

Santa Barbara— Picturesque situation—Fertility of the conntry—Climate—
Population—Society—Leave Santa Barbqra—Rmcon—Gmmpus——Mm—
sion of St. Buenaventura—Fiue gardens—Meet a party of mounted OCalis
fornians—They retreat before us—Abundance of maize—Arrival of
couriers from: Com. Stockton—Effects of war upon the country—More
of the enemy in sight—News of the capture of Los Angeles, by Gen.
Kearny and Com. Stockton—NWission of San Fernando—The Maguey—
Capitulation of the Californians—Arrive at Los Angeles—Genoral ro-
flections upon the march—Meet with old acquaintances.

Tae battalion remained encam ped at Santa Barbara, from the
27th of December to the 3d of January, 1847.  The U. 8. flag
was raised in the public square ot the town the day after oug
arrival.

The town of Santa Barbara is beautifully situated for the
picturesque, about one mile from the shore of a roadstead, which
affords anchorage for vessels of any size, and a landing for
boats, in ealm “uther During stormy weather, or the preva-
lence of strong winds from the southeast, yessels, for safety, are
compelled to stand ouf to sea. A fertile plain extends some
twenty or thirty miles up and down the coast, varying in breadth
from ‘two to'ten miles, and bounded on the east by a range of
high mountains. The population of the town, I should Judge
from the number of houses,.to: be about 1200 souls.  Most of
. the heuses are constructed of adobes, in the usual architectural
'sty]e of Mexican buildings. Some of them, however, are more
Americanized, and have some pretensions to tasteful arehitecfure,
and comfortable and convenient interior arrangement.  Iis com-
merce, I presume, is limited to the export of hides and tallow
produced upon the surrounding plain; and the commodities
received in exchange for these from the traders on the coast.
Doubtless, new and yet undeveloped sources of wealth will be
dls.covered hereafter, that will render this town of much greater
importance than it is at present.

MINERALS —CLIMATE.

On the coast, a few miles above Santa Barbara, there are, T
have been told, immense quantities of pure bitumen or minesal
tar, swhich, rising in the ocean, has been thrown upon the shore
by the waves, \\hf Te in a concrete state, like rosin, it has aceu-
mulated in inexhaustible masses. There are, doubiless, many
valuable minerals in the ne ighboring mountains, whie h, when
developed by enterprise, will add r-!f'uil\ to the wealth and im-
portance of the town. Ior intelli 1zence, refinement, and civiliza-
tion, the population, it is said, will compare advantageously
with any in California. Some old and influential Spanish fami-
lies are residents of this place : bui their casis, “uh the ex-
ception of that of Senor Don José Noriesa, the Ia t house
in the place, are now closed and deserted. Senor N. is one of
the oldest and most respectable citizens of California, having
filled the hichest offices in the muwrnmr-nl of the country.
One of his dcumhim- is a resident of New York, having mamed
A1LFRED Rom._\‘ao:\, Esq., of that city, &ulhn] o - Llit?. in Cali-
fornia.” :

The climate, judging from the indications while we remained
here, must be delichtful, even in winter. With the e excepiion
of one day which was twnp\ stuous, the temperature af night
did not fall below 50°, and during the day the average was
between 60° and 70°. The atmosphere was pelfr-ctlv clear
and serene, the weather resembling that of the pleasant days
of April in the same laiitude on 1110 Atlantic side of the conti-
nent. It is a peculiarity of the Mexicans that they allow no
shade or ornamental trees to grow near their houses. In none
of the streets of the towns or missions through which T have
passed, has there been a solitary tree standing. T noticed very
few horticulfural attempts in Santa Barbara. At the mission,
about two miles dist: ant, which 1s an extensive establishment and
in good preservation, I was told that there were fine gardens,
producing most of the varieties of fruits of the tropical and tem-
perate climates.

Several Californians came into camp and offered to deliver
themselves up. They were permitted to go at large. They
represented that the Californian force af the south was daily
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386 ¢ THE RINCON —FIGHT EXPECTED.

growing weaker from dissensions and desertions. The United
States prize-schooner Julia, arrived on the 30th, from which
was landed a cannon for the use of the battalion. 1I& has,
however, tc be mounted on wheels, and the gear necessary for
hauling it has to be made in the camp. Reports were current
in camp on the 31st, that the Californians intended to meet and
ticht us at San Buenaventura, about thirty miles distant. On
the 1st of January, the Indians of the mission and town cele-
brated new-year’s day, by a procession, music, etc. etc.. They
marched from the mission to the town, and through most of
the empty and ofherwise silent streets. Among the airs they
played was “ Yankee Doodle.”

January 3.—A beautiful spring-like day. We xcsumed our
march at 11 o'clock, and encamped in a live-oak grove about
ten miles south of Santa Barbara. Our route has been gener-
ally near the shore of the ocean. Timber is abundant, and
the grass and other vegetation Juxuriant. Distance 10 miles.

January 4—At the “Rincon,” or passage between two
points of land juttine into the ocean, so narrow that at high
tides the surf dashes against the nearly perpendicular bases of
the mountains which bound the shore, it has been supposed the
hostile Californians would make a stand, the position being so
advantageous to them. The road, if road it can be called, where
all marks of hoofs or wheels are erased by each succeeding
tide, runs along a hard sand-beach, with occasional projections
of small points of level otound, ten or fifteen miles, and the
surf, even when the tide has fallen considerably, frequently
reaches to the bellies of the horses. Some demonstration has
been confidently expected here, but we encamped in this pass
the first day without meeting an enemy or seeing a sign of one.
Qur camp is close to the ocean, and the roar of the surf, as it
dashes acainst the shore, is like that of an immense cataract
Hundreds of the grampus whale are sporting a mile or two dis-
tant from the land, spouting up water and spray to a great
height, in columns resembling steam from the escape-pipes of

steamboats. Distance 6 miles.

Jan. 5.—The prize-schooner Julia was lying off in sight this

NO-FIGHT—COLD LODGINGS.

morning, for the purpose of eo-operating with us, should there be
any attempt on the part of the enemy to interrupt the march of
the hattalion. We reached the mission of San Buenaventura, and
encamped a short distance from it at two o’clock. Soon atfter
a.sma.xll party of Californians exhibited themselves on an eIev‘:
tion just beyoud the mission.  The battalion was immediately
C'L.lllt’!d to arms, and marched out to meet them. But after thi
i sl
r ol a b : ed to camp, with
none killed or wounded on either side.  Under the belief that
there was a larger force of Californians encamped at a distance
of some five or six miles, and that dwring the night they micht
attempt a surprise, or plant cannon on the summit of a ?1%11
about a mile from camp, so as to annoy us, a party, of which I
Was one, was detached affer dark to oceupy ﬂledhiii secretly
We marched around the mission as privatiefv as possible 'lnd
tr.rlok our position on the hill, where we I’(;Illiiill@d all ;ﬁrrht
without the least disturbance, except by the tempestuous witr;d
which blew a blast so cold and [)icrcfng as almost to congeai
the blood. When the sun rose in the morning, T could see far
oui in the ocean, three vessels scudding before the gale like
phanton}—‘s}lips. One of these was the little schooner that had
tlzf;;\;zztg:ﬁoz?en us while marching along the < Rincon.” Dis-
Jan. 6.—The wind has blown a gale in our faces all day, and
the clouds of dust have been almost blinding. The mission of
San Buenaventura does not differ, in its ge]ier:zl features, from
tllqsc of other establishments of the same kind heretofore de-
scribed. There is a large garden, enclosed by a hich wall, at-#
tg’ched to the mission, in which T noticed a great variety of fruiL—"
trecs and ornamental shrubbery. There are also numerous
enclosures, for cultivation, by willow hedges. The soil, when
properly tilled, appears fo be highly productive. This mission
1s sitnated about two miles from the shore of a small bay or in-
dentation of the coast, on the edge of a plain or valley watered by
the Rio Santa Clara, which empties into the Pacific: ab this point.
A chain of small islands, from ten to twenty miles from the
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shore, commences at Santa Barbara, and extends south along the
coast to the bay of San Pedro. 'These islands present to the
eye a barren appearance. At present the only inhabitants of
the mission are a few Indians, the white population having
abandoned it on our approach, with the exception of one
man, who met us yesterday and surrendered himself a pris-
oner,

Proceeding up the valley about seven miles from the mission,
we discovered at a distance a party of sixty or seventy mount-
ed Californians, drawn up in order on the bank of the river.
This, 1t was conjecturcd, might be only a portion of a much
larger force stationed here, and concealed 1n a deep ravine which
runs across the valley, or in the caizadas of the hills on our left.
Scouting-parties mounted the hills, for the purpose of ascertain-
ing if such was the case. In the mean time, the party of Cali-
fornians on our right scattered themselves over the plain, pran-
¢cing their horses, waving their swords, banners, and lances, and
performing a “great variety of -equestrian feats. They were
mounted on fine horses, and there are no better horsemen, if
as good, in the world, than Californians. They took special
eare, however, to keep beyond the reach of cannon-shot. The
battalion wheeled to the left for the purpose of crossing a point
of hills jutting into the plain, and taking the supposed concealed
party of the enemy on their flank. [t was, however, found im-
praclicfxble to cross the hills with the cannon ;. and returning to
the plain, the march was continued, the Californians still pran-
cing and performing their antics in our faces. Our horses were
so poor and feeble that it was impossible to chase them with
any hope of success. As we proceeded they refreated. Some
of the Indian scouts, among whom were 2 Delaware named
Pom, who distinguished himself in the engagement near San
Juan, and a Californian Indian named Gregorio, rede towards
them ; and two or three guns were discharged on both sides, but
without any damage, the parties not being ‘within dangerous
gun-shot distance of each other. The Californians then formed
themselves in a body, and soon disappeared behind some hills
on our right. We encamped about four o’clock in the valley,
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the wind blowing almost a hurricane, and the dust fivi
nearly to blind us. Distance 9 miles, T e
Jan. 7.—Continuing our march up the valley, we encamped
near the rancho of Carrillo, where we found Etl"l, abund: ‘pef
corn, wheat, and frjjoles. The house was shut u : havinff;e ;
deserted by its proprietor, who is said to be comfz’cted 1th1 :ehn
rebellion.  €alifornian scouts were seen -occasionally to :i.l e
the summits of the hills south of us. Distan‘ce 7 mi{c“ S
Jan. 8-“"4‘.\”:0'[:1101' tempestuous day. I do not 1‘eme;:1ber ever
to have experienced such disagreeable effects from the wind
:111.d .thelclouds of dust in which we were constantly enveloped
dr.wmg inlo our faces without intermission. We erhlcamped}::hi;
afl,-ernoon. in a grove of willows near a rancho, where, as yester-
day, we found corn and beans in abundance. Our ﬁorsei con-
sequc-.m.].\', fare well, and we fare better than we have ,done
One-fourth of the battalion, exclusive of the regsular guard, ie:.
kePL under arms during the night, to be prepared arra;:inst sur-
prises and night-attacks. Distance 12 miles. 2
.Januan'yr 9.—Early this morning Captain Hamley, accompa-
r‘ued by a Californian as a cuide, came into camp wit'h,dis atailzes
from Commodore Stockton. The exact purpc:rt of ther;e dis-
putch(.es I never learned. but it was understood that the commo-
dore, in conjunction with General Kearny, was marching upon
Los Angeles, and that if they had not alrfrudv reached an?l taken
t.!mt town, (the present. capital of C‘-zllifomia:) they were by this
time m its neighborhood. Captain Hamley passed, Tast night.
the encampment of a party of Californians in our rear b}{ﬂ;
landed from a vessel at Santa Barbara, and from thence fo]:lowed
:: tE thi.s pialcle by land. We encamped this afternoon ai &
ncho, situated on the edoe of a ferti y it
of considerable c,\'i:e:: \(\L}J?o{r:f;\t ffft;tlifi ilc;[:nﬁ:il) .'Wﬂ'bered _}?13-“1
¢ : ‘ , wheat, and frijoles
1o great abundance. 'The rancho was owned and oceupied b
an aged Californian, of eommanding and respectable ::Lppe.ar'a.ncey
I conld not but feel compassion for the venerable old ma.n; WhDSt‘;
sons were now all absent and engaged in the war, while he, at home
and unsuplp‘ort.ed, was suffering the unavoidable inconveniences
and calamities resulting from an a;my being quartered upon him.
33




SR

BEOF T ARE WS WA HER

390 PASS OF SAN FERNANDO—MORE NEWS.

As we march south there appears to be a larger supply of
wheat, maize, beans, and barley, in the granaries of the ranchos.
More attention is evidently given to the cultivation of the soil
here than farther north, although neither the soil nor elimate
is so well adapted to the raising of crops. The Californian
spies have shown themselves at various fimes to-day, on the
summits of the hills on our right. Distance 12 miles.

January 10.—Crossing the plan we encamped, about two
o’clock, p. m., in the mouth of a carada, through which we
ascend over a diﬁicult pass in a range of elevated hills between
us and the plain of San Fernando, or Couenga. Some forty or
fifty mounted Californians exhibited thcm:ar;l\e:; on the summit
of the pass during the afternoon. They were doubtless a por-
tion of the same party that we met sev eral days ago, just below
San Buenaventura. A large number of cattle were collected i
the plain and corralled, to be driven along to-morrow for sub-
sistence. Distance 10 miles.

January 11.—The battalion this morning was divided into
two parties: the main body, on foot, marching over a ridge
of hills o the right of the road or trail; and the artillery, horses,
and baggage, with an advance-guard and escort, marching by
the direct route. We found the pass narrow, and easily to be
defended by brave and determined men against a greatly supe-
rior force ; but when we had mounted the summit of the ridge
there was no enemy, nor the sign of one, in sight. Descending
mto a eaiada ont the other side, we halted until the main body
came up to us, and then the whole force was again reunited,

and the march continued.

Emerging from the hills, the advance party, to which I was
attached, met two Californians, bareheaded, riding in great
haste. They stated that they were from the mission of San
Fernando; that the Californian forces had met the American
forces under the command of General Kearny and Commodore
Stockton, and had been defeated after two days’ fighting ; and
that the Americans had yesterday marched into Los Angeles,
They requested to be conducted immediately to Colonel Fre-
mont, which request was complied with. A little fartheron we
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met 2 Frenchman, who stated that he was the bearer of a letter
from General Kearny, at Los Angeles; to Colonel Fremont.
He confirmed the statcment we had just heard, and was per-
mitted to pass. Continuing our march, we entered the mission
of San Fernando at one o’clock, and in about two hours the
main body arrived, and the whole battalion encamped in the
mission buildings.

The bmldnw:, and gardens belonging to this mission are in
better LOH(}.;UUI! than tho~e of any of t!}ese establishments I have
seen. There are two extensive gardens, surrounded by high
walls ; and a stroll through them afforded a most delichtful
contrast from the usually uncultivated landscape we have been
travelling through for so long a time. Here were brought fo-
gether most of the fruits and many of the plants of the temperate
and tropical climates. Although not the season of flowers, still
the roses were in bloom. Oranges, lemons, figs, and olives hung
upon the trees, and the blood-red tuno, or prickly-pear, looked
very tempting. Among the plants I noticed the American aloe,
(argave Americana,) which is otherwise called maguey. From
this plant, when it attains maturity, a saccharine liquor is ex-
tracted, which is manufactured into a beverage called pulgue,
and is much prized by Mexicans. The season of grapes has
passed, but there are extensive vineyards at this mission. T
drank, soon after my arrival, a glass of red wine manufactured
here, of a good qlulm

The mission of San Fernando is sitnated at the head of an
extensive and very fertile plain, judging from the luxurianee of
the grass and other vegetation now springing up. I noticed in
the granary from which our horses were supplied with food,
many thousand bushels of corn. The ear is smaller than that
of the corn of the Southern States. It resembles the maize
cultivated in the Northern States, the kernel being hard and
polished. Targe herds of cattle and sheep were grazing upon
the plain in sight of the mission.

January 12.—This morning two Californian officers, accom-
panied by Torforia Pico, who marched with us from San Luis
Obispo, came to the mission to .treat for peace. A consulta-
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tion was held and terms were suggested, and, as I understand,
partly agreed upon, but not concluded. The officers left in the
afternoon.

January 13.—We continued our march, and encamped near
a deserted ranche at the foot of Couenga plain.- Soon after we
halted the Californian peace-commissioners appeared, and the
terms of peace and capitulation were finally agreed upon and
signed by the respective parties. They were as follows:

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION

Made and entered into at the Ranch of Couenga, this thirteenth day of
January, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, between P. B. Reading, major;
Lonis McEane, jr., commanding 3rd Artillery; William H. Russell, ord-
nance officer—commissioners appointed by J. C. Fremont, Colonel United
States Army, and Military Commandant of California; and José Auntonio
Camillo, commandant esquadron ; Augustin Olivera, deputado—commis-
sioners appointed by Don Andres Pico, Commander-in-chief of the Califor-
nian forces nnder the Mexican flag.

Article 1st. The Commissioners on the part of the Californians agree
that their entire force shall, on presentation of themselves to Lieutenant-
colonel Fremont, deliver up their artillery and public arms, and that they
shall return peaceably to their homes, conforming to the laws and regula-
tions of the United States, and not agam take up arms during the war be-
tween the United States and Mexico, bnt will assist and aid in placing ths
couniry in a state of peace and tranquiliity.

Article 2nd. The Commissioners on the part of Lieutenant-colonel Fre-
mont agree and bind themselves, on the fulfilment of the 1st Article by the
Californians, that they shall be guarantied protection of life and property,
whether on parole or otherwise.

Article 3d. That until a Treaty of Peace be made and signed between
the United States of North America and the Republic of Mexico, no Cah-
fornian or other Mexican citizen shall be bound to take the oath of alle-
giance.

Artiele 4th. That any Californian or citizen of Mexico, desiring, s per-
nitted by this capitnlation to leave the country without let or hinderance.

Article 5th. That in virtue of the aforesaid articles, eqnal righte and privi-
leges are vouchsafed to every citizen of California, as are enjoyed by the
citizens of the United States of North America.

Article 6th. All officers; citizens, foraigners or others, shall receive the
protection guarantied by the 2d Artticle.

Article Tth. This capitalation is intended to be no bar in effecting suck
arrangements as may in fufure be in justice required by both parties.

ARRIVE AT LOS ANGELES.

ADDITIONAT, ARTICLE.

C1upAp DE Los Axceres, Jan. 16th, 1847

That the paroles of all officers, citizens and others of the United States
and of naturalized citizens of Mexico, are by this foregoing capitulation
eancelled, and every condition of said paroles, from and after this date, are
of no farther force land effect, and all prisoners of both parties are hereby
released.

P. B. Reapine, Maj. Cala. Batfalion.
Louis McLane, Com’d. Artillery.
W H. Russerr, Ordnance Officer.
Jose Anronio Carrirro, Comd't of Squadron.
AvcusTiv OLivERA, Depntado.
APPROVED,
J. C. Fremont, Lient.-Col. U. S. Army, and Military Commandant of

California-

Anpres Pico, Commandant of Squadron and Chief of the National forces
of California.

| The next morning a brass howitzer was brought into camp,
and delivered.  What other arms were given up I camnot say,
for T saw none. Nor can I speak as to the number of Califor-
nians who were in the ficld under the command of Andres Pico
when the articles of capitulation were signed, for they were
never in sicht of us after we reached San Fernando.] Distance
12 miles.

January 14 —1It commenced raining heavily this morning.
Crossing a ridge of hills we entered the magnificent undulating
plain surrounding the city of Angels, now verdant with a carpet
of fresh vegetation. Among other plants I noticed the mustard,
and an immense quantity of the common pepper-grass of our
gardens. We passed several warm springs which throw up
large quantities of bitumen or mineral tar. Urging our jaded
animals through the mud and water, which in places was very
deep, we reached the town about 3 o’clock.

A more miserably clad, wretchedly provided, and umprepos-
sessing: military host, probably never entered a civilized city.
In all except our order, deportment, and arms, we might have
been mistaken for a procession of tatterdemalions, or a tribe of
Nomades from Tartary. There were not many of us so fortu-
nate as to have in our possession an entire outside garment;
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and several were without hats or shoes, or a complete covering
to their bodies. But that we had at last reached the terminus
of along and laborious march, attended with hardships, ®expo-
sure and privation rarely suffered, was a matter ?f. suc_h heart-
felt congratulation, that these comparatively trifling ‘inconve-
niences were not thought of. Men never, probably, in the en-
tire history of military transactions, bore these privations with
more fortitude or uttered fewer complaints.

We had now arrived at the abode of the celestials, if the in-
terpretation of the name of the place could be ctmsidcmd.as
indicative of the character of its population, and drenched with
rain and plastered with mud, we entered the “city of the An-
gels,” and marched through its principal street to our tempo-
rary quarters. We found the town, as we cxpec-t.ed, in the pos-
session of the United States naval and military forees under the
command of Commodore Stockton and General Kearny, who,
after Lwo engagements with six hundred mounted Californians
on the 8th and 9th, had marched into the city on the 10th.
The town was almost entirely deserted by its inhabitants, and
most of the houses, except those belonging to foreigners, or
oceupied as quarters for the troops, were closed. 1 met here
many of the naval officers whose agreeable acquaintance I
had made at San Francisco. Among others were Lieutenants
Thompson, Hunter, Gray, and Renshaw, and C‘-api_ain Zeilin ?f
the marines, all of whom had marched from San Diego. Dis-
tance 12 miles.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Military operations of General Kearny and Commodore Stockton—Their
reports to the Secretaries of War and Navy—Battles of San Pasqual and
San Gabriel

Tre operations of General Kearny in California, and after-
wards the joint operations of Commodore Stockton and General

GEN. KEARNY’S REPORT,

Kearny, which resulted in the defeat of the Californians on the
8th and 9th of January, and the capture of Los Angeles, are
clearly and concisely stated in their official reports to the War
Department, which were dispatched to Washington by Lieut.
iray of the navy, and Lieut. Emory of the army, immediately
after our arrival at Los Angeles. The reports are subjoined.

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE WEST,
San Diego, Upper California, Dec. 12, 1846. %

Sz : As I have previously reported to you, I left Santa Fé (New Mexico)
for this country on the 25th September, with 300 of the Ist dragoons, under
Major Sumner. We crossed fo the bank of the Del Norte at Albuquerque,
(65 miles below Santa F€,) continuing down on that bank #ill the 6th Octo-
ber, when we met Mr. Kit Carson, with a pariy of sixteen men, on his way
to Washington City, with a mail and papers, an express from Gommodore
Stockion and Lieut.-Col. Fremont, reporting that the Californias were al-
ready m possession of the Americans under their command ; that the Amer-
iean flag was flying from every important position in the territory, and that
the country was forever free from Mexican control; the war ended, and
peace and harmony established among the people. - In consequence of this
information, I directed that 200 dragoons, under Major Sumner, should re-
main in New Mexico, and that the other 100, with two monntain-howitzers,
under Captain Moore, should accompany mie as a guard to Upper California.
With this guard, we continued our march to the sonth, on the right bank of
the Del Norte, to the distance of about 230 miles below Santa F&, when,
leaving that river on the 15th October, in about the 33d des. of latitude,
we marched westward for the Cepper-mines, which we reached on the 18th,
and on the 20th reached the river Gila, proceeded down the Gila, crossing
and recrossing it as often as obstructions in our front rendered necessary ;
on the 11th November reached the Pimos village, about 80 miles from the
settlements in Sonora. These Indians we found honest, and living comfort-
ably, having made a good crop this year ; and we remained with them two
days, to rest our men, recruit our animals, and obfain provisions. On the
22d November, reached the month of the Gila, in Iatitade about 32 degrées
—our whole march on this river having been nearlys500 miles, and, with
but very little exception, between the 32d and 33d parallels of Iatitude.

This river, (the Gila,) more particularly the northern side, is bounded
nearly the whole distance by a range of lofty mountains; and if a tolerable
Wwagon-road to its mouth from the Dél Norte is ever discovered, it must be
on the sonth side. The. country is destitute of timber, produecing but fow
cotlon-wood and musquit-trees ; and though the soil on the bettom-lands is
generally good, yet we found but very litile grass or vegetalion, in conse~
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quencs of the dryness of the climato and the little: rain which falls here.
The Pimes Tndians, who make good crops of wheat, corn, vegetables, &e,
irrigate the land by water from the Gila, as did the Aztecs, (the former in-
habitants of the country,) the remains of whose 'sequias, or little canals, wers
seen by us, as well as the position of many of their dwellings, and ‘a large
quantity of broken pottery and earthenware used by them.

We crossed the Colorado about 10 miles below the month of the Gila, and
marching near-it abont 30 miles further, turned off and crossed the deseri—
a distance of about 60 miles—withont water or grass.

Onp the 2d December, reached Warner's rancho, (Agua Caliente]) the
frontier settlement in California, on the route leading to Sonora. On the
Ath we marched to Mr. Stokes’s rancho, (San Isabella,) and on the Sth,
were met by a small party of volunteers, under Captain Gillespie, sent ouf
from San Disgo by Commedore Stockton, to give us what information they
possessed of the eneruy, 600 or 700 of whom are now said to be in arms
and in the field throughout the territory, defermined upon opposing the
Americans and resisting their authority in the country. Encamped that
night near another rancho (San Maria) of Mr. Stokes, about 40 miles from
San Diego.

The j:mruals and maps, kept and prepared by Captain Johnston, (my
aid-de-camp,) and those by Lieutenant Emory, topographical engineers,
which will aceompany or follow this report, will render any thing further
from me, on this subject, unnecessary.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. W. KEARNY,
Brigadier-general, U. 854
BricADIER-GENERAL R. JonEs, }
Adjutant-general, U. 8. A.

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE YV EST, 1
San Diego, Upper California, Dec. 13, 1846, )

Six- In my communication to you of yesterday’s date, I brought ihe re-
ports of the movements of my guard up to the morning of the 5th mstant,
in camp near a rancho of Mr. Stokes, (Santa Maria,) about 40 miles from
San Diego.

Having learned from Captain Gillespie, of the volunteers, that there was
an armed party of Californians, with 2 number of extra horses at San Pas-
qual, three leagues distant, on a road leading to this place, T sent Lieutenant
Hammond, 1st dragoons, with = fow men to make a reconuoissance of
them. He retarned at two in the morning of the 6th instant; reporting that
he had found the party in the place mentioned, and that he had been secn,
though not pursued by them. I then determined that I wonld march for
and attack them by break of day. Arrangements were accordingly made
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for the purpose. My aid-de-camp, Capt. Johnston, drgoons, was assipned
to the command of the advanced guard of twelve dragoons, mounted on the
best horses we had; then followed about fifty dragoons under Capt. Moore,
mounted, with but few exceptions, on the tired' mules they had ridden from
Santa Fé, (New Mexico, 1,050 miles ;) then abont twenty volunteers of
@aptain Gibson’s company under his command, and that of Captain Gilles-
pie; then followed our two mountain-howitzers, with dragoons. to manage
them, and under the charge of Lieutenant Davidson of the Ist regiment.
The remainder of the dragoons, volunteers, and citizens, emplayed by the
officers of the staff, &c., were placed under the command of Major Swords,
{quartermaster,) with orders to follow on our trail with the baggage, and to
gee Lo its safety.

As the day (December 6) dawned, we approached the enemy at San Pas-
qual, who was already in the saddle, when Captain Johnston made a fanons
charge upon them with his advance-guard, and was m a short time after
supported by the drageons ; soon after which the enemy gave way, having
kept up from the beginning a continued fire upon us. Upon the retreat of
the enemy. Captain Moore led off rapidly in pursmit, accompanied by the
dragoons, mounted on horses; and was followed, thongh slowly, by the others
on their tired muples; the enemy, well monnted, and ameng the best herse-
men in the world, after retreating abont half a mile, and seeing an interval
between Captain Meore and his advance and the drageons coming fo his
support, rallied their whole force, charged with their lanees, and, on account
of their gTeatly superior numbers, but few of us in front remamed untouched ;
for five minutes they held the ground from us, when our men coming up,
we acain drove them, and they led from the field, ot to retura to it, which
we oceupied and encamped upon. *

A most melaneholy duty now remains for me: it is to report the death of
my aid-de-cainp, Gaptain Johnston, who was shot dead at the commence-
ment of the action ; of Gaptain Moore, who was lanced just previous fo the
final refreat of the enemy ; and of Lientenant Hammond, also laniced, and
who survived but a few hours. We had also killed two sergeants, two cor-
porals, and ten privates of the Ist dragoons ; one private of the volunteers,
and one man, an engagé in the topographical department. Among the
wounded are myself, (in two places,) Lientenant Warner, fopographical
engineers, (in three places,) Captains Gillespie and Gibson of the volunteers,
(the former in three plac one sergeant, one bucleman, and nine privates
of the dragoons; many of these surviving from two toten lance wounds,
mest of them when unhorsed and incapable of Te

Our howitzers were not brought into the action ; but coming to the front
at the close of it, before they wero turned, so as to admit of being fired upon
the retreating enemy, the two mules bofore one of them got alarmed, and
fresing themselves from their drivers, ran off, and among the enemy, and
was thus lost to us.
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The enemy proved to be a party of 160 Californians under Andres Pico,
brother of the late governor; the number of their dead and wounded must
have been considerable, though I have no means of ascertaining how many,
as just previous to their final retreat, they carried off all excepting six.

The great number of our killed and wounded proves that our officers
and men have fully sustained the high character and reputation of our
troops ; and the victory thus gained over more than double eur force, may
assist in forming the wreath of our national glory.

I have to return my thanks o many for their gallantry and good conduet
on the field, and particalarly to Capt. Turner, first dragoons, (assistant
acting adjutant-general,; and to Lieut. Emory, topographical engineers,
who were active m the performance of their duties, and in conveying ordens
from me fo the command.

On the morning of the 7th, having made ambulances for onr wounded,
and interred the dead, we proceeded on our march, when the enemy showed
himself, eccupying the hills in our front, but which they left as we ap-
proached ; till, reaching San Bernado, a party of them took possession of a
hill near to it, and maintained their position until attacked by our advance,
who quickly drove them from it, killing and wounding five of their number,
with no loss on our part.

On account of our wounded men, and upon the report of the surgeon
that rest was necessary for them, we remained at this place till the merning
of the 11th, when Licut. Gray, of the navy, in command of a party of
gailors and marines, sent out from San Diego by Com. Stockton, joined us.
Wo proceeded at 10, a. a1, the enemy no longer showing himselfs and on
the 12th, (yesterday,) we reached this place ; and I have now to offer my
thanks to Com. Stockton, and all of his gallant, command, for the very
many kind attentions we have received and continue to receive from the m.

Very respectfully, your cbedicnt servant,
S. W. KEARNY, Brig. Gen. U. S. A.

BrIGADIER-GENERAL R. Jones,

Adjutant-general, U. S. A., Washingion.

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE WEST,
Cindad de los Angeles, Upper California, Jan. 12, 1847. 2

Stk : I have the honor to report that, at the request of Com. R. F. Stock-
ton, United States Navy, (who in September last assumed the title of goy-
ernor of California,) I consented to take command of an expedition to this
place, (the capital of the country,) and that, on the 29th December, I left
San Diego with about 500 men, consisting of sixty dismounted dragoons
under Capt. Turner, fifty California volunteers, and the remainder of ma-
rines and sailors, with a battery of artillery—Lieut. Emory (topographical
engineers) acting as assistant adjutant-general. Com. Stockton accom=
panied ue.
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We prﬂcﬂ?dﬁd on our route withont seeing the enemy, till on the 8th
snstant, when they showed themselves in full foree of 600 mounted men,
with four pieces of artillery, under their governor, (Flores,) o(-cupyiug the
heights in front of us, which commanded the erossing of the river S:_m
Gabriel, and they ready to oppose our further progross. The necessary dis-
position. of our troops was immediately made, by covering our !'ro_nnt_'.vil.h a
strong party of skirmishers, placing our wagons and baggage-train in rear
of them, and protecting the flanks and rear with the remainder of the com-
mand. We then proceeded, forded the river, carried the heights, and drove
the enemy from them, after an action gf about an hour and a half, dunng

% which they made a charge upon our Jeft flank, which was repulsed ; soon
.

After which they retreated and left us in possession of the fisld, on-which we
encamped that night.

The next day (the 9th insiant) we procesded on our march at the usual
hour, the enemy in our front and on onr flanks: and when we reached the
plains of the Mesa, their artillery again opened upon us, when their fire was
returned by our guns as we advanced ; and after hovering around and near
us for sbout two hours, oceasionally skirmishing with us during that time,
they concentrated their force and made another charge on our left flank,
which was quickly repulsed. Shertly after which they retired, we contin-
wing onr march, and we (in the afternoon) encamped on the banks of the
Mesa, three miles below. this eity, which we entered the following morning
(the 10th instant) without further molestation. :

Ourloss in the actions of the 8th and 9th was small, being but one private
killed; and two officors—Lieut. Rowan of the navy, and Capt. Gillespie, of
the yolunteers, and eleven privates wounnded. The enemy, umu‘ut:-dV on
fine horses, and being the best riders in the world, carried ﬁﬁ" their killed
and wonnded, and we know not the number of them, though it must have
been considerable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. KEARNY, Brigadier-general.

Bricapier-GeneRaL R. JonEs,

Adjutant-general, U. S. A, Washington.

Statement of killed and wounded in the action of the Sth Japuary, 1847.
Killed—Frederick Strauss, seaman, United States ship Portsmouth, ar-
tillery corps ; cannon-shot in ne k. ‘ ;
Wounded—1st. Jacob Hait, volunteer, artillery driver, wound in left
breast - died on evening of 9th. 2d. Thos. Smith, ordinary seaman,
United States ship €yane, company 1, musketeers, shot, }3:{. ac(:u‘ienl,
through the right thigh; died . on might of the 8th. 3d. William L-op:e,
seaman, United Stales ship Savannah, company B, musketeers, wm;m_l. o
the right thigh and right arm; severe. 4th. George Bantum, ordi-
nary seaman, United Stales ship Cyane, pikeman, punctured wound of
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Stand, accidental ; slight.  5th. Patrick Campbell, seaman, United States
ship Cyane. cogppany D, musketeers, wound in thigh by spent ball ; shight.
6th. William Scotteprivate, United States marine corps, ship 1’ortsmonlh.
wound in the ghest, spent ball; slight.s 7th. James Hendry, seaman,
United States ship=Congress, company A, musketeers, spent ball, wound
Sth. Joseph Wilson, seaman, United States ship
Congress, company A, musketeers, wound in right thigh, spent ball ; slight.
9ib. Ivory Coffin, seaman, United States ship avannah, company B, mus-
keteers, contusion of right knee, spent ball ; slight.

Wounded oh the 9th.—Ilst. Mark A. Child, private, company €, Ist
regunent United States dragoons, gunshot wound in right heel, penetratin
upwards into the 9d. James Cituiliell, erdinary ‘eea g
man, United States ship Congress, f‘(}n]p"lll) D. carbineers, woud glt’nﬂ‘bg ;
aceidental discharge ->I hig opn edrbine: »3
George Crawford, boatsy ain’s mate, United States ship Cyanegeompany Bs
musketoers, wonnd in left thigh ; severe.
Iz and Capt: Gillespie,
by spent balls. ;

I am, sir, tost respectio Il\. your obedient servant, =
JOHN S GRIEFIN, Assistant Surgeon, l’,‘g‘s N:
Capt. War. H. Emozry,
Asmistant Adjutant-genezal, . S. forees.
Cropap DE Los Axceres, California, Jan. 11, 1847.

over stonfach ; slight.

ankle-joint ; severe.
faot, second toe amputated ;

Hieut. Rowdnd United Stafes

California battalion, volunteers, contused slighily

. N .
HEeabauarTERs, ARMY OF THE WeST, : £2
Ciudad de los Angeles, Upper Galifornia, Jan. 14, ﬁ?‘z ‘i

S - This smorning, Lieutonant-colonel Frembnt, of the rbgimé'nt' of * g
mounted riflemen, reached here with 400 volunfEers fromt “the Sacramento; .:.-,“
the enemy capitulated with him yesterday, neaﬁ&gul Fefn.mdu, agreeing ’,
tolay down their arms, and we have now the Whavmg peace and
¢mietness in this conntry, which T hope may not be interrnpted again.

I have not yet received any information of the troops which were to
come from New York, nor of those fo follow me from New Mexico, but
presume they will'be here before long. On their arrival, I shall, agreeably
to the instmetions of the President of the United States; have the manage-
ment of affairs in this country, and will endeavor to carry ont his views in
relation to it. g

Very respeetfully, your ohedient servant,
r S. W. KEARNY Brigadier-general

BRrIGADIER-GENERAL R. JonEs,
Adjutant-general, U. S. A., Washington. . %

|
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HefpquarTers, Clupap DE LOos ANGELES, z
January 11, 1847.

- i
Q- T have the honor to inform yeu that it has pleased God fo erown
onr poor efforts to put down the rebellion, and to retrieve the credit of vur
arms, with the most complete suceess.  The insurgents defermineds with
\heir whole force, to mieet us om our march from San Diego to this p'[ut:e—,
dand Lo decide the fate of the territory by a generad baitle.
"\, Having made the best preparation Leonld, in the face of a boastin® and
.!wnl Wit enemy, we left San Diego on the 29th day of December, (that
@zﬁgn of the imsurvent army who had béen wifching and annoying as,
Having left to join the main body,) with abont Funclrvd fighting mwien,
eomposed of detachments from the ships Congress Savannah, Portsmonth,
and.Cyane, aided by General Kearny, with a detachmeng of sixty mien on
foolfrom the first regiment of U ed States dragoons, and by Captan
Gil llmp;e, wilh 'sixty mounted rileren.
) Q_I%J’(ln »d mearly one hundred and forty miles in ten days, and found
the rebefs; omyhe 8th ds 1y of Janunary, in a strong position, on the high bank
of lhn-f;-;ﬁ ) San Gabr ix hiilidred mounted men and four ;IIL'CF“l
of a li”i.‘f}‘, pn-pem-d to disputesour pasSage across the nver.
‘&e waded #hrough the water, dragzing our guns after us, a

with si

ainst the
gaﬂlhgﬁﬂ; uf the enemy, without exc hang ied ths
opp&-:lle*hor. , when the fight became general, and our troops having re-

fpellei aschiticgo of l.ﬁb enomy, oharge
*qer, and gained a‘: e isiefory over the insurrent army-

4% The next qiy; o un;;‘a'mr(,h acresS the plains of i Mesa™ to this
“place, the mniﬁ’ae porate effort o save the capital and
their own neeks ; they wers concealed with their artillery in a ravine until
we eame within ganshot, when they opened a bl fire from their field-
pieces on our right flank, and at the same time charged both on eor front
and rear.

r a shot, unfil' we reac

1p the bank in’a mest gallant man-

We soon silenced their gans, and repolled the charge, when
they fled; and permitted us the next meming fo march into town without
any farther oppaosition.

We have rescued the country from the hands of the insurgents, but
fear that the absence of Colonel
will enable most of the Mexica
escape to Sonora.

Fremont’s: battalion of mounted riffémen
n officers, who hiave broken their parole, to

T am hLappy 0 say that onr loss in killed and wounnded does not exceed
twenty, whilst we are informed that the enemy hps lost between seventy
and eighty.

This dispatch must go immediately

and I will wait another cpportunity
g4% y
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to furnish you with the details of these two battles, and the gallant conduct
of the officers and men under my command, with their names.
Faithfully. your obedient servant,
R. F. STOCKTON, Commaodore, L
To the Hox. GeorcE Bancrorr,
Secretary of the Navy, Waskingion, D. C. ;

P. S. Enclosed I have the honor to send to you a translation of the letter
handed to me by the commissioners mentioned in another part of this
dispatch, sent by José Ma. Flores, (o negotiate peace honorable to hoth

nations. The verbal answer, stated in another page of this letter, was sent

to this renowned general and commander-in-chief. He had violated hig
honer, and T would not treat with him nor write to him.
Geeneral Flores’ letter is here given—
[Translation.]
Civil and Military Government of the Department of California.

The undersigned, governor and commandant-general of the department,
and eommander-in-chief of the national troops, has the honor to address
himself to the commander-in-chief of the naval and land forces of the
Unifed States of North America, tosay that he has been informed by per-
son® wotthy of credit, that it is probable at this time the differences which
have altered the relations of {riendship between the Mexican republic and
that of the United States of North America have ceased, and that you
looked for the news of the arrangement between the two governments by
the schooner Shark, expected every moment on this éoast.

A number of days have elapsed since the undersighed was invited by
several foreign gentlemen seftled in the country, o enter into a eommuniea-
tion with you, they acting as mediators, {o obiain an honerable adjustment
for both forces, in consequence of the evils which all feel are cansed by the
unjust war you wage; but the duty of the undersigned prohibited him
from doing so, and if to-day he steps beyond the limits marked out by it,
it is with the confidence inspired by the hope there exists a definitive ar-
rangement between the two nations ; for the undersigned being animated
with the strongest wishes for the return of peace, it would be most painful
to him not to have taken the means to avoid the useless effusion of human
blood and its terrible consequences, during moments when the general peace
might have been secured.

‘The undersigned flatters himself with this hope, and for that reason has
thonght it opportune to direct to you this note, which will be placed m
your hands by Messrs. Julian Workman and Charles Fluge, who have
voluntarily offered themselves to act as mediators. But if, unfortunately,
the mentioned news should prove unirue, and yon should not be disposed ta
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grant a truee to the evils under which this unfortunate country suffers, of
which yon alone are the cause, may the terrible consequences of your want
of consideration fall on your head. The ecitizens, all of whom composs the
national forces of this department, are decided firmly to bury themselves
under the ruins of their country, combating to the last moment, before eon-
senting to the tyranny and omimous discretionary power of the agents of
the government of the United States of North America.

‘This is no problem ; different deeds of arms proye that they know how
to defend their rights on the field of hattle. »

The undersigned still confides you will'give a satisfactory solution to this
affair, and in the mean timo. has the honor of offering to you the assurance
of his consideration and private esteem-

God and liberty !

HEADQUARTERS AT THE ANGELES, )
Janunry 1, 1847.

JOSE MA. FLORES

General Order.

Heapguarrers, CIUDAD DE Los ANGELES,
January 11, 1847.

The commander-in-chief congratulates the officers and men of the
southern division of the United States forces in California, on the brilliant
victories obtained by them over the enemy on the Sth and 9th instants, and
on once more taking possession of the  Ciudad de los Angeles.”

He takes the eatlicst moment to commend their gallantry and good con-
duct, both in the battle fought on the 8th, on the banks of the © Rio San
Gabriel,” and on the 9th mstant, on the plains of the * Mesa.”

The steady conrage of the troops iu forcing their passage across the
“Rio San Gabriel,” whers officers aud men were alike employed in drag-
ging the guus through the water agaist the galling fire of the enemy,
withont exchanging a shot; and their gallant charge up the hanks against
the enemy’s cavalry, has perhaps never been surpassed; and the cool de-
termination with which, in the battle of the 9th, they repulsed the charge
of cavalry made by the enemy at the same time on their {ront and rear,
hias extorted the admiration of the enemy, and deserves the best thanks of
their countrymen.

R F. STOCKTON,
Governor and Commander-in-chief
of the Territory of California.
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On the 14th, Colonel Fremont had arrived, and Commodore
Stockton wrote as follows—

HeADouaRTERS, CIUDAD DE 105 ANGELES,
Junuary 15, 1847. %

Srr: Referring to my leiter of the 11th, I have the honor fo inform you
of the arrival of Lieutenant-colonel Fremont at this place, with four hun-
dred men—that some of the insurgents have made therr escape to Sonera,
and that the rest have surrendered to onr arms.

Immedialely after the battles of the 8th and 9th, they began to disperses
and I am sorry to say that their leader; José Ma. Flores, made his escape,
and that the others have been pardoned by a capitulation agreed upon by
{aentenant-eolonel Fremont.

Jost Ma. Flores, the commander of the insurgent forces, two or thres
days previous to the Bth, sent two commissioners with a flag of truce to
my camp, to make a © treaty of peace.” [ informed the COIMMISSIoners
that I eould not recognise José Ma. Flores, who had broken his parole, as
= honorable man, or as one having any rightful authority, of worthy to be
treated with—that he was a rebel in arms, and if T canght him 1 would
haye him shot: It seems that mnot being able to megotiate with e, and
havine lost the battles of the 8th and 4th, they met Colonel Fremont on the

entered into the capitulation with them, which T now send to youg and,

19¢h instant, on his way here, who, not knowing what had occurred, he.

although I refused to do it myself;still I have thonght it best to approve it
The territory of California is again tranguil, and the civil government
formed by me is again in cperation in the places where it was interrupted

by the insurgents.
Colonel Fremont has five huudred men in hisbattalion, which will be

quite sufficient to preserve the peace of the territory ; and I will immiediately
withdraw my sailors and marines, and sail as soon as possible for the coast
of Mexico, where I hope they will give a good account of themselves,
Faithfully, your obedient servant,
R. F. STOCKTON, Commodore, &t
To the Hox. Georce BANGROFT,
Secretary of the Navy, Washingion, D.C.§

CITY OF ANGELS.

CHAPTER XXXV.

City of Angels—Gardens—Vineyards—Produce of the vine in Californi
Geuerallproducts of the country—Reputed personal charms of ?lznlﬂ:
F}ai_es ot. Los Angeles—San Diego—Gold and quicksilver mines;-—le &
California—Bituminous springs—Wines—A Kentuckian amon I{OWH
gels—Missions of San Gabriel and San Lnis Rey—Gen Keg “e-anci
Com. S}uckmn leave for San Diego—Col. Fremont app(;il;ted ‘:}”’Tf -
of California by Com. Stockton—Com. Shubrick’s general o;der:‘lf:;l:;:r

rection in the northern p: ~alife i
ECLO h Tt part of California suppres — Vi £ ©
5 i : ppressed—Arrival of Col.

I:A Ciopap de los Angeles is the laroes rn in Californi
conlaining between fifteen hundred a.nd}:i:vi :lmctgztliétlxn(f;lllf?amn;:’
Its. st'reel:s are laid out without any regard to regularity Th(;
I::uﬁdzr.xgs are generally constructed of. adobes cmz and 'tw‘w) sto-
ties high, with flat roofs. The public buildings are a churel
quartel, and government house. Some of the dWEl]i]; —?10115619:
are frames, and large. Few of them, interiorly or exgteriorlv
have any pretensions to architectural taste, ﬁﬁish, or levenvij
ence'of plan and arrangement. The town is situated about 20

Smiles from the geéan, in an extensive undulating plain, bounded

on the E]Ol‘th by a midge of elevated hills, on the east by high
mountains whose summits are now covered with snow, on t;m
west by the ocean, and stretehing to the south and soui-}iieast a.s'
far as the eye can reach. The Rio St. Gabriel ﬂows. near
the fown. This stream is skirted with numerous vineyards and
gardens, enclosed by willow hedges. The gardens fxrodl.we a
great variety of tropical fruits and plants. “The yicld of the
vineyards is very abundant ; and a laroe quantity of wines of ‘1
good quality and flavor, and agwn-ri‘;'énm, are ma;lufacfui‘&d
here.  Some of the vineyards, I understand, contain as many
as twenty thousand vines. The produce of the vine in Califor-
nia will, undoubtedly, in a short time form an important item
In its exports and commerce. The soil and climate, especially




