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an hour, during which time we had one marine slightly wounded
i the head, one volunteer of Captain Weber's command in
the leg ; and the enemy had one horse killed, and some of their
forces supposed to be killed or wounded. In the evening the
enemy sent in a flag of truce, with a communication, requesi-
g an interview with the commanding officer of the expedition
the next day, which was granted, when an armistice was en-
tered into, preparatory to a settlement of the difficulties. On
the 3d, the expedition was reinforced by the mounted Monterey
volunteers, fifty-five men, under command of Captain Willian:
A. T. Maddox, and on the 7th by the arrival of Lieutenant
Grayson with fiffeen men, attached to Captain Maddox’s com-
pany. On the 8th a treaty was concluded, by which the enemy
surrendered Lieutenant Bartlett, and the other prisoners, as
well as all their arms, including ene small field-piece, their am-
munition and accoutrements; and were permitted to return
peaceably to their homes, and the expedition fo their respective
posts.”

A list of the expedition which marched from San Francisco
is given as follows: Captain Ward Marston, commandant ; As-
sistant-surceon J. Duval, aid-de-camp. A detachment of
United States marines under command of Lieutenant Tansil,
thirty-four men; artillery consisting of one field-piece, under
the charge of Master William F. De Iengh, assisted by Mid-
John M. Kell, ten men; Iuterpreter John Pray; mounted com-
pany of San José volunteers, under command of Captain C. M.
Weber, Lieutenant John Murphy, and acting Lieutenant John
Reed, thirty-three men; mounted company of Yerba Buens
volunteers, under command of Captain William M. Smith, Lien-
tenant John Rose, with a2 small detachment under Captain J.
Martin, twelve men.

Thus ended the insurreetions, if resistance against invasion
can .properly be so called, in Upper California.

On the 20th of January, the force of sailors and marines
which had marehed with Commodore Stockion and General
Kearny, left. Los Angeles to embark at San Pedro for San Di-
ego. On the 21st a national salute was fired by the artillery
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company belonging to the battalion, in honor of Governor Fre-
mont.  On the 22d, letters were received from San Diego, sta-
ting that Colonel Cooke, who followed General Kearnb; from
Santa Fe with a force of four hundred Mormon vofunwp}s,, had
reached the neighborhood of that place. Having applied for
my discharge from the battalion as soon as we reached Tos
Angeles, T received it on the 29th, on which day, in company
with Captain Hastings, T set out on my return to San Fran-
eisco, designing fo leave that place on the first favorable oppor-
tunity for the United States.

CHAPTER XXXVI

Leava Los Angeles for San Francisco—Don Andres Pico—A Californian
returning from the wars—BDomestic life at a rancho—Women in favor of
peace—Hospitable treatment—Fandanco—Singular custom— Arrive at
Santa Barbara—T.ost in a fog—Valley of the Salinas—Californians wani-
ing Yankes wives—High waters— Arrive al San Franeisco.

We left Los Angeles late in the afferncon of the 29th of
January, with two Indian vaqueros, on miserable, broken-down
horses, (the best we could obtain,) and encamped at the deserted
rancho at the foot of Couenga plain, where the treaty of peace
had been concluded. After we had been here some time, two
Indians came to the house, who had been sent by the proprietor
of the rancho. to herd the cattle. Haying nothing to- eat with
us; a tempting offer prevailed upen the Indians to milk one of
the cows; and we made our supper and our breakfast next
morning on milk. Both of our Indian vaqueros deserted in the
night, carrying with them sundry articles of clothing placed in
their charge. A few days have made a great change in the
appearance of the country. The fresh grass is now several
inches in height, and many flowers are in bloom. The sky is
bright, and. the temperature: delightful,
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On the 30th of January, leaving the mission of San Fernando
on our right, at a distance of cight or ten miles, we followed the
usually travelled trail next to the hills, on the western side of
the plain.  As we were passing near 2 raneho, a well=dressed
Californian rode out to us ; and afier exa nining the horses of our
rniserable caballoda, politely claimed one of them as his property.
He was told that the horse was drawn from the public cabe-
Uada, at Los Angeles, and could not be given up: This seemed
to satisfy him. After some further conversation, he informed
= that he was Don Andres Pico, the late leader and oeneral
of the @alifornians, The expression of his countenance is in-
telligent and prepossessing ; and his address and manners
courteous and pleasing.  Shaking hands and bidding us a very
earnest adios, he put spurs to his horse and galloped away.

We were soon after overtaken by a young Californian, who
appeared at first rather doubtful whether or not he should make
our acquaintance. The ice being broken, however, he became
very loguacious and communicative. He stated that he was
returning to his home, near Santa Barbara, from the wars; in
which he had been engaged against his will. The language
that he used was, that he with many others of his‘acquaintances,
were forced to take up arms by the leading men of the counfry.
He was in the two battles of the 8th and 9th of January, below
Los Angeles; and he desired never to' be in any more battles.
He was heartily rejoiced that there was peace, and hoped that
there would never be any more wars. He travelled along with
us until afternoon, when he fell behind, and we did notf see him
again until the next day.

After passing two or three deserted houses, we reached an
inhabited rancho, situated at the extremity of a valley, and near
a narrow gorge in the hills, about four o’clock, and our jaded
animals performing duty with reluctance, we determined to halt
for the night, if the prospect of obtaining any thing to eat (of
which we stood in much need) was flattering. Riding up to
the house, a small adobe, with one room, and a shed for a
YLitchen, the ranchero and the ranchera came out and greeted us
with a hearty < Buenas tardes Senores, paisanos, amigos,” shaking
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hands, and invitine us at the i i

5 us at the sam 2 to alioht in fi
b m,“.h{ s g 3{ 2 1e same time to alicht and remain for
: orhi ch invitatic e aeeepted 4] ol i
um];: _, _— m we aceepted.  The kind-hearted
;- .l:e 7o, immediately set about preparing supper for us. An
ndiin muchache was sexted  at the metofs Lomil
L e s seated at the mefdée, (hand-mill,)
which is one of the most important artiel

i s of the Californi:
culinary apparatus. £

crushed the wheat b(-t\ :i}:{: tli}:-i.: :mrﬁfz(-ﬂa eord ih s O
ztween the stones, the wranchera, with a
pl.-lt%ar-._ehapr:d basket, cleansed it of dust, chaff, and all impure
harmfc-s', by tossing - the grain in the basket. :J.‘ilnﬂ flour b];;;:
manumc-.;t.un.-d a_nd sifted throush a cedazo, or (’.om'-:\:e sieve tl:-
l:‘li)ﬂ-l' of kneeding the dough was performed by the -m?r.'_"&(‘ztrfaa.’
An iron plate was then placed over a zudely-constructed fur-
ane, and the dough being beaten by hand into tortillas, (thin
caik(_e.--,) was baked upon this. What would American house-
wives say to such a system as this? = The viands heins JI‘("
}mr:(:d. they were sef out upon a small table, at which \TL-‘ \E'ei:e
yn-u.ed to seat ourselves.  The meal consisted of toriillas qt-cw:wi
Jerked-beef, with chileseasoning, milk, and guesadillas bljt;llt!es;*-
cakes, oreen and tough as leather. However, cnu;- “ap vlit(*"i
were excellent, aiid we enjoyed the repast with a high rffri)sh ;
Uuz" host and hostess were very inquisitive in 1'ciral'(i to .{he
news from below; and as to what would be the eﬁ:éc'-ls of the
conquest of the country by the Americans. The man stated
.i-hat he and all his family had refused to join in thc; Tate
insurrection.  We told them that all was peaceable now: that
We would be no more wars in (alifornia: that we “'L:]'O Iall

%mm'lcan,c, all - Californians,—Fkermanos,  kermanas, amigos
ey expressed their delight at this information by numerous
exclamations. :

We asked the woman how niuch the dress which she wore
zlﬁjser;lb]i calico, cost her? She answered, = Seis pesos,” (51‘::
ollars. Nhen we told her that in a short time e
American government, she could parchase ("Lit 3:33 ,;'Lu;f:l“ ;};ﬁ
un peso,” she threw up her hands in astonishment, exXpressing
by her fnleaLurL-s af the same time the most unbounded de]irrhlil
H?Tr entire wardrobe was soon brought forth, and the pbrice
paid for every article named. She then inquired what would be
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the ¢ost of similar ¢lothing under the Ame:ican government,
which we told her. As we replied, exclamation followed upon
exclamation, expressive of her surprise and pleasure, and the
whole was ‘concluded with ¢ Viva los Americanos—oviva los
Americanos'’” T wore a large coarse woollen pe a-jacket, which
the man was very desirous to obtain, offering for it a fine horse.
I declined the E!'H!!l'.

In the evening several of the brothers, sisters, and bro-
thers and sisters-in-law of the family collected, and the guitar
and violin, which were suspended from a heam in the house,
were taken down, and we were enfertained by a concert of 1

strumental and vocal music. Most of the tunes were such s

are performed af fandangos.  Some plaintive airs were played

and sung with much pathos and expression; the whole rty
joming in the choruses.  Although invited to occupy the only
room in the house, we declined it, and spread our blankets on
the outside.

he next morning {(January 31st) when we woke the sun was
shining bright and warm, il the birds were smging gayly in
the srove of cvergreen oaks near the house. Having made
ready o resume our journey, as delicately as possible we of-
fered our kind hosfess compensation for the trouble we had
given her, which she declined, saying, that although they were
nof rich, they nevertheless had enough and to spare. We
however insisted, and she finally accepted, with the condition
that we would also decept.of some of her quesadilias and e
tillas torcarry along with us. The ranchero mounted hiz horse
and rode with us three or four miles, to place us on the right
trail, when, after invitine us very earnestly to eall and see him
again, and bidding us an affectionate adios, he aalloped away.

Pravelling over a hilly country and passing the ruins of sey eral
deserted ranchos, the grounds surrounding which were strewn
with the bones of slauchtered cattle, we reached, abount five
oelock, B. M., a cluster of houses m the valley of Santa Clara
river, ten miles east of the mission of San Buenaventurd. Here
we stopped at the house of a man named Sanchez. Our arri-
val was thought tobe worthy of notice, and it was accordingly
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celebrated in the evening by a fandango given at one of the
houses, to which we were invited.. The company, to the number
of some thirty or forty persons, young and old, were assembled
in the largest room of the house, the floor being: hard clay.
The only furniture contained in the room was a bed and some
benches, upon which the company seated themselves when not
engaged in dancing.

Among the senoritas assembled, were two aaughters of an
American named Chapman, who has been a resident of the
country for many years. They were fair-skinned, and mighé be
called handsome. An elderand married sister was also pres-
ent. They called themselves Americans, although they did
not speak our language, and seemed (o be more proud of their
American than their Spanish blood.

A singular eustom prevails at these fandangos. Tt is this :
during the intervals between the waltzes, quadrilles, and other
dances, when the company is seated, a young lady takes the
floor solus, and after showing off her graces fc aeneral obser-
yation a few minutes, she approaches any gentleman she may
select and performs a variety of pirouettes and other Terpsi-
chorean movements before him for his especial amusement and
admiration, until he places on her head his hat or caps as the
case may be, when she dances away with it, The hat or cap
has afterwards to be redeemed by some present, and this.usually
is in money. Noi dancing ourselves, we were favored with
numerous special exhibitions of this kind, the cost of each of
which was un peso.  With a long journey before us, and with
purses in a nearly collapsed condition, the drafts upon us became
so frequent, that at an early hour, under a plea of fatigue and
want, of rest, we thought it prudent to beat a retreat, leaving
our fair and |set1'li:|l fandangueras to bestow their favors upon
others better able to bear them. The motions of the (Califor-
nian females of all classes in the dance are highly graceful.
The waltz is their favorite measure, and in this they appear to
excel as much as the men do in horsemanship.  During the
progress of the dance, the males and females improvise dog-
gerel rhymes complimentary of the personal beauties and graces
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A NIGHT'S LODGING.

of those whom they admire, or expressive of their love and de-
votion, which are chanted with the music of the instruments,
and the whole company join in the general chorus at the end
of each verse. The din of yoicesis sometimes almost deafening.

Our host accompanied-us to our lodgings on the opposite
side of the way. Beds were spread down under the small porch
outside, and we Iaid our bodies upon them, but not to sleep,
for the noise of the fandango dancers kept us awake until broad
daylight, at which time it broke up.

Hiring fresh horses here, and a vaquero to drive our tired
animals after us, we started about 9 o’clock in the morning, and
passing through San Buenaventura, reached Santa Barbara, 45
miles, a little after two in the afternoon. We stopped at the
house of Mr. Sparks, who received. us with genuine hospital-
ity. Santa Barbara presented a more lively appearance than
when we passed here on our way down, most ef its population
hLaving returned to their homes. Procuring fresh but miserably
poor horses, we resumed our journey on the afternoon of the 2d

of February, and encamped. at the ranche of Dr. Den, situated
on the plain of Santa Barbara, near. the seashore. The soil of this
plain is of the most fertile composition. The fresh grass is now
six or eicht inehes high, and the varieties are numerous. Many
of the early fowers are in bloom. I noticed a large wheat-field
near the house, and its appearance was such as to promise a

rich harvest.

The rain fell heavily on the morning of the 3d, but continu-
ing our journey we crossed the St. ¥nes mountain, and pass-
ing the mission by that name, reached the rancho of Mr. Faxon
after dark, where we halted for the night. Around the mis-
sion of St. Ynes I noticed, as we passed, immense quantities
of cattle-bones thickly strewn in all directions. Aecres of ground
were white with these remains of the immense herds belonging
to this mission in the days of its prosperity, slaughtered for
their hides and tallow. We met two or three elegmﬂly-drussed
Californians to-day, who accosted us with much civility and ap-
parent f riendliness.

Mr, Faxon is an Englishman by birth, and has resided in
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(alifornia about thirty years. He is married to a Californian
lady, and _has a family of interesting and beautiful children. A
large portion of the land belonging to his rancho is admirably
adapted to agriculture, and he raises crops of com and vege-
tables as ‘Weli as wheat without irrigation. He informed ?ne
that the yield of wheat on his rancho was fully seventy bushels
to the acre. Mr. F. showed me specimens “of lead ore from
which he moulds his bullets; taken from an” mexhaustible mine
in the Tular valley, some fifty miles distant frem this. 16 is cer-
tainly the richest ore that I haye ever seen, appearing almost
like the pure metal.  He also showed me a caustic a]kc‘aii, pro-
duced by burning a plang or shrub which grows in great abun-
dance in the Tular valley. - This substance is usedb by him in
the manufacture of soap. j

About noon on the 4th, we halted at the rancho of Captain
Dana, where we procured fresh horses, leaving our: wretchedly
lean and fired animals, and proceeding on, stopped for the night
at the rancho of Mr. Branch, an intellicent American, O.ﬁ:in-
ally from the state of New York, who has been settled il*s::che
country a number of years. His rancho is situated on what is
called the arroyo grawmde, a small stream which empties info
the Pacific some two or three miles from the house. The
house is new, and constructed after American models of farm-
houses, with neal and comfortable apartments, chim{u’.ys and
fireplaces. The arable lands here arc finely adapted fo the
culture of maize, wheat, and potatoes.

Our horses straying, it was twelve o'clock on the 5th before
we found them. The rain had fallen steadily and heavily all
night, and during the forencon, and was pm;ring down when
we started. We passed through the mission of San Lmis Obis-
po just before sunset, intending to halt at a rancho about three
miles distant in a ezpada. But the storm increasing in strength,
it became suddenly so dark in the mountain-gorge, that we
could not distinguish the trail ; and after wandering about some
t-i.me, vainly attempting to find the house, we were compelled o
bivouae, wet to our skins, without fire or shelter, and the rain
pouring down in torrents. '
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The next morning, (Feb. 6,) in hunting up our loose horses,
we discovered the house about hall & mile distant from our
camp. Continuing: our journey, we halted about nine olclock
2t a rancho near the ruins of Santa Margarita. A solitary Indian
was the only occupant of the house, and only inhabitant of the
place; and he could furnish us with no food. Passir g two or
three other deserted ranchos, we reached the house of a Mexi-
can about one o’clock, where we obtained a meal of fried eggs
and fortillas, affer hm‘ing been withont food thirly hours. Late
i the afternoon we arrived at the mission of San Miguel, now
oecupied by an Englishman named Reed, his mestiza wife, and
one child, with two or three Indian vaqueros,  Crossing the
Halinas in the morning, (I'eb. 7,) we continued down its eastern
side, and encamped in a wide bottom under a larce liveoak.
A guesadilia was all we had to eat. This was divided, one half
being reserved for breakfast. The fresh vevetation has so much

changed the face of the country on this river since we passed
along here in December, that T scarcely recognise it.- The grass
is six or eight inches high in the bottom, the blades standing so

thick as to present a matted appearance, and the hills are bril-
liant with flowers—pink, purple, blue, and yellow.

On the 8th we confinued down the castern bank of the Sali-
nas, passing through several large and fertile bottoms, and
reachine the rancho of San Lorenzo about twelve o’clock. This
rancho, as weslearned from the proprietors, is owned hy two
bachelor brothers, one of whom told me that he had not been
off his lands hut once or twice for several years. rge herds
of fat cattle and horses were grazing upon the luxuriant grasses
of the plain, and there were several extensive enclosures sowed
in wheat, which presented all the indications of an abundang
harvest. But with all these natural resources surrounding him,
the elder brother told us that he had nothing to eatin his honse
but fresh beef. A quantity of the choice pieces of a, fat beef
was roasted by an Indian boy, which we enjoyed with all the
relish of hungry men. Our host, a gentleman' of intelligence
and politeness, made apology after apology for his rude style of
Living, a prineipal excuse being that he had no wife. He in-
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quired; with apparent earnestness, if we could not send him two
pretty. aceomplished, and eapable American women, whem
they could marry; and then they would build a fine house,
have bread, butter, cheese, and all the delicacies, luxuries, and
clegancies of life in abundance.  He appeared to be well pleased
with the conquest of the country by the Americans, and de-
sitous that they should not give it up. When we resumed our
journey in the afternoon, he rode with us fonr or five miles to
show us the way; and on taking his leave, invited us to return
again, when he said he hoped' his accommodations would be
much improved. Riding 15 miles, we halted at a tule-oabin,
where we remained until two o’clock in the morning, when, the
moon shining brightly, we mounted our horses and continued
our jf]ll}'lll"f\".

We reached the Monterey road just-at daylight. My inten-
tion had been to visit Monterey ; but the Salinas being unford-
able, and there being no ferry, it was not possible to do it
without swimming the river, which I did not feel inclined to'do.
Monterey is situated on the bay by that name; about 90 miles
by water south of San Francisco. = The bay affords a good an-
chorage and landing in calm weather, being exposed only to
the northers, which blow violently. The town contains about
1,500 inhabitants, and is rapidly increasing in wealth and popu-
lation. Arriving at the rancho of Don Joaguin Gomez, we found
ne one but a mesfiza servant at home, and could obtain 1mtl:ing
o eat but a guesadilla. = All the streams, large and small, are
much swollen by late heavy rains, and the travelling is conse-
quently very laborious and difficult. Resting our horses a short
time, we erossed the mountains, and reached the mission of San
Juan Bautista about noon:

At San Juan we met with Messrs: Grayson, Boggs, and a
party of volunteers returning from Monterey to San Franeisco,
ha\-'ing been discharged since the suppression of the rebellion in
this part of California, headed by Franciseo Sanchez. Here we
learned, for the first time, the arrival at Monterey of Commo-
dore Shubrick in the ship Independence, and of the Lexington
with Captain Tompkins’s company of artillery, and freighted
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otherwise with -munitions, stores, and tools necessary to the
ercetion: and defence of durable fortifications at Monterey and
San Francisco.

Seven or eight miles beyond San Juan, we found that the
waters of the arroyo had risen so as to inundate a wide valley
which we were compelled to cross. After making several inef-
fectual attempts to. reach the t'nppositu side, wading through the
water, and sometimes falling into deep holes from which it was
difficult for either men or horses to extricate themselves, we en-
camped for the night on a <mall elevation in the valley, entirely
surrounded by water. Our condition was miserable enough.
Tired, wet, and hungry, we 1aid down for the niglit on the damp
ground.

The next day, (Feb. 10,) about eleven o'clock, we succeeded
in finding a ford across the valley and stream, and procured
dinner at a soap-factory on the opposite side, belonging to L. O
Larkin, Esq.  Continuing on, we encamped ab a rancho oceu-
pied by an Englishman as arayor domo. e was very glad to
see us, and treated us with unbounded hospitality, furnishing a
superabundance of beef and frijoles for our consumption. On
the 11th, about three p. ., we srrived at the Pueblo de San
José - and finding there a launch employed by Messrs. Howard
& Mellus in collecting hides, bound for San Francisco, we em-
barked in her, and on the morning of the 13th, arrived at
that place. We found lying here the U. S. sloop: Warren,
.nd Lientenant Radford politely furnished us with a boat to
land. In the afternoon the Cyane, Commander Dupont, with
Gen. Kearny on board, and the store-ship Erie, with Col. Mason
on board, arrived in the harbor. Col. Mason is from the 1. States
direct, via Panama, and biings late and interesting intelligence.

The Cyane and Warren have just returned from a cruise on
the southern Pacific coast of Mexico.. The town of Guymas
had been taken by bombardment. The Cyane had captured,
during her cruise, fourteen prizes; besides several guns at pan
Blas. The boats of the Warren, under the command: of Lieut.
Radford, [n.-rﬂ_wmud the gallant feat of cutfing out of the harbor
of Mazatlan, the Mexican schooner Malek Abdel.
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e L{;difhgg_ in iSan Franciseo I found my wardrobe which T had
posited m the care of Capt. Leidesdorit ; and the first i

for nearly five months dressed myself in d . g
Having been during that time almost cm)stemtlv(i]lz :L}liimmht—:f “e
posed to many hardships and privations, it Was, as ma ’;m "ex—
posed, ne small satisfaction to find onece mo:'e;,'t ~)1“ o )T -
could repose for a short time at least, Rl
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Progres y f = 3 i
i ess uf‘;he town of San Franeisco—Capi. Dupont—Gen. Kearny
16 presidio—Appointed Alcalde—G 4 s : =
. 2d Alealde—Gen. Kearny's  proclamati i
S e | arny s proclamation—Arri-
et C o.l .L(.\:( nson’s regiment—Horse-thief’ Indians—A dministration
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WaEerever the lo-S
: E‘IL'! EVER t!uf Anglo-Saxon race plant themselyes, progress
15 cerbain to be displayed in some form or other eh

(3

. : Sueh is their
) : 2 i : ; 3 Ch 1S thelr
zo-ahead energy, that things cannot stand still where they
gjre - - Fat s - « . ‘ 3 A ) <
e x‘»Ilmlewx‘ may be the cireumstances surroundine them
Notwithstanding the wars 1 -

and insurrections, T found ti
S z UTTEC i n i "
of San Ifrane ? e

o 0, on my arrival bere, visibly improved. An
American population had flowed into it : lots, whi:"l her: \'mfA :
have been considered almost valueless, wm'.‘e Rclll" © ich
aze: 1 Ss, selling at hizh
prices; new houses had been builf, and were in ju‘u'-f:"wss : n:;w
cummer(jml houses had been established ; ])(»Ieisc}léifcﬂi : been
0[1(:11Fd for the accommodation of the travelling and busines
public ; and the publication of a newspaper ]?nd been .C(J{];{-.l.s
)iI]IZFlCU;l.] The little village of two hundred souls, when i
amived here in September last, is i i i :
portance. l;’lﬂl‘:!f]:::llllltt‘clf l\i\:jh]}ifl}l\t}fuumm;q t,mm- o
e, : cargoes are entering the
pott, and landing theirmerehandise to be disposed of at whole:
sale and retail on shore, instead of the former 11;51.161(: 'n'f ‘vendrimr
:31;21: })a]:iju;lrlldl}l;l ,]‘1;11'.'0.01'. There _is a.]n-cva%iing air of zwtivil‘;
S nercy ; and men, in view of the 'cu]\'amageous
position .of the town for commerce, are making large caleulations




