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VIEW of the CIT¥ and YALLEY of MEXICO, from TACUBAYA.



PREFACE.

THE habits of my life have been so little
of a literary nature, that I should have
ventured to obtrude any work upon the
public with extreme diffidence; but I feel

still more sensibly how much I stand m

need of indulgence, when I offer the pre-

sent volume to notice, collected as its facts
have been during the toils of travelling,
where few conveniences were to be found,
and entirely the fruit of a journal kept
under every disadvantage of hurry, fatigue,
and superabundant demands upon my at-
tention.

But the jealousy of the Government of
Old Spain had so fully succeeded in shut-
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i’i;{g“ bt ‘El}fopeans from the knowledge of
mﬁat since the period of CharlesI.,

I am acquainted with no book of travels
by an Englishman in that country. There
is, consequently, much of novelty to attract
even the most indifferent visiter; and I
have simply endeavored to relate what
fell under my personal observation in ‘the
plainest manner. The rising interest at-
tached to this portion of the world, and
the growing importance of Mexico to the
commercial enterprise of Britain, will, 1
trust, give that degree of value to my state-
ments which they may want on the score
of authorship. I have looked most at those
objects which are most intimately connected
with the new relations springing up, and
daily strengthening, between the countries;
and, relying solely on the patriotism of my
intentions, I humbly submit my best en-

deavours to that public, through whose
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kindness and patronage I have been enabled

to perform this voyage—thus adding another
to the many efforts I have successfully made

to obtain its countenance and favour.

W. B




