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expectedly, and by a mere nominal major'ity ; but they y{lerefntaﬂ; co:(tjer;:
10 bow with submission; like good republicans, to thle will o Tle P npe
expressed according to the forms of a Federal Constitution. - he cstN ;
quence was, that before the new President had taken his seat, IANT{:I iy
made his appearance on the political stage, and, u‘r:der the p ZB; : ;a i
election of Pedraza had been produce-d by fraud, ¢ pronounce tbg ik
him at the head of a small but determmed force. The movement ! r?c; )
speedily popular. The prejudices of _the Creoles, or natllves,la.ga,:i su he
Spaniards and their aristocratic partisans, were sklllfulhy Ea}:‘eP pm,
and the émeute resulted on the 4th of December, 1828, n 1 % rén r-
cimiento of the Accordada” in favor of the defeated candlpat?, 1:;;
rero. . The City of Mexico was given up fo a mob ; the am;nof i
sacked ; the defenceless Spaniards suﬁ'erled from the ;;za?n:r.n:e;xof Log
infuriate populace; and Pedraza (abandoning the post o.d ;mi erefu e
to his opponent, Santa Anna,) fled from the country, and too A c?ared
the United States. On the fist of January, 1829, Congress de i
Guerrero to have been duly elected President ;-—Bust'%ma.nte'was na i
Vice.President ; and the government went once more 1nto quiet opera
Constitution.
un'c}?;eth:a:idwith which the supreme au‘thor'ity could be destro?d ];)r
established by a bold and daring chieftain, had been now most a.tz?‘.z;
demonstrated for the future peace of the country ;.a.nd ambmousf SRlllltl
were not long wanting to take advantage of' thlsl da.nge.rous da,?x i 3;
Scarcely had Guerrero been seated in the presl{.lentlal cha;r,B an s1gm: 3
ized his duplicity by desiring the recall of Mr'. Poinsett, w_hen }:;staman e;
who came into power with him as Vice-President, or’jgsfmzed the arr;y :xa
Jalapa, and upon some trifling pretext, « pronounced’’ in tha_t ‘czt}(ri. th a;is
Anna at first foebly opposed this movement, but at length joined the dis-
contented General. The revolution was made effectual ;—Guerrero was
overthrown, and fled ;—the Vice-Presxder.lt, Bustamani;e, assumed 1.htfe‘1 rerlrlls
of government, and under his administration, the Spanish power wa,s}1 nlalg
subdued by the victory gained by Santa Anna over Barradas, on t e thl
of September, 1830, at Tampico. The unfortunate Guerrero was in the
meantime taken prisoner, and, in 1831, was executed. for treason.

After this, tranquillity prevailed until 1832, when Santa. Anpna—who djlg
fact had been the author of the present dynasty—suddenly  pronounce i
against the Ministers, and soon afterward agam_st the Presazldent himself,
at Vera Cruz. A battle was fought at Tolomi, and the 3ns:grgents dl;a-
feated ;—but he retired again to Vera Cruz, sfrength.ened his power by
forces from some other Departments, declared hi mself in favor of Pec"l_raza,
(whom he had driven out of the couniry two years previous,) entered into 3
convention with Bustamante at Zavaleta, in December of 18?2, ank
—having dispatched a vessel for the exil.ed Pedraza—brought him .ba}c
to the Republic and sent him to the Capital, to serve out the remaining
three months of his unexpired term!
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The first act of the restored President.was to eulogize his foe and friend,
and his last, (in the brief power allowed him,) to exercise his influence in
controlling an election to the chief magistracy, by which this skillful
Warwick was elevated to supreme power on the 16th of May, 1833.

Santa Anna was not, however, to be safe from the perils that had beset
his predecessors. He had given a fearful example of discontent to the
country, and—notwithstanding his known and dreaded vigor—in the firss
year of his presidency, a “Pronuncimiento,”’ (central in its character,)
was made by Escalada, at Morelia, in favor of the “ fueros?’ of the church
and army. About this period he was proclaimed Dictator by the army
at Cuautla—an office he refused to accept—and, immediately marching
a sufficient force against the insurgents, he suppressed the revolutionary
movement at Guanajuato.

In 1835, there was another “ Pronuncimiento” against the Government
in Zacatecas, which was quelled; and, in a few days after the victory
over General Garcia, there was another declaration, known in the history
of the country as the “Plan of Toluca,” which is generally believed to
have been favored by the President himself.

This Plan struck a fatal blow at the Federative System. It destroyed
the Constitution of 1824 ;—it vested the power in a Central Government;
abolished the Legislatures of the States, and changed those States into
Departments, under the control of military commandants and gaovernors,
who were responsible to the chief authorities of the nation alone. This
was the last great act in Mexico of the military President, and its prinei-
ples formed the basis of the “ CExtraL Constirurion,” adopted in 1836,
in lieu of the Federal Constitution of 1824.

While these things were occurring, the revolt in Texas had become so
formidable, that it appeared necessary for the Mexican Government to
strike a decisive blow against the rebellious province. ~Aeccordingly, as
soon as Santa Anna had assured himself of the establishment of Central-
ism, he departed with the flower of his troops to reconquer Texas.  The
fate of that memorable expedition is too well known to require notice in
this sketch. The regulator of his own country and the conqueror of the
Spaniards, lost both his liberty and his reputation in a conflict against
another race at the battle of San Jacinto; and it is perhaps owing to the
private interposition of our own President, and the popularity, at that
period, of Houston, that his life was preserved from a population infuriate
with the memory of massacres that emulated the butcheries of Calleja.

But he was both spared and liberated, and returned, through the United
States, to his farm at Manga de Clavo, where, suffering under exceeding

unpopularity with his countrymen, he buried himself for a long period in
obscurity and retirement.

When Santa Anna departed from the Capital on this luckless adven-
ture, he left the administration in the hands of General Barrigan, as

President. This person, however, shortly died, and the government was
22*
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conducted subsequently by Coro, until Bustamante (whose friends had
taken advantage of Santa Anna’s misfortunes and unpopularity, to elect
him to the Presidency under the new Constitution,) returned from France,
where he had resided since his defeat.

Almost immediately after the accession of this distinguished personage
to the chief magistracy; there were émeutes in favor of Federation, and
Gomez Farias, who was then in prison ; but these, and a number of other
trifling conspiracies; were at once put down by Pedraza and Rodriguez.

The most brilliant, however, of all the exploits for the emancipation of
Mexico, occurred in 1838, under the unfortunate Mexia. - He advanced
toward the Capital with a brave band of patriots, and was encountered in
the neighborhood of Puebla by Valencia and Santa Anna, who, creeping
forth from his retreat to regain popularity by some striking exploit, was
weakly trusted by the man he had already so often foiled. Mexia lost
the day, and with scarce time left for prayer or communication with his
family, was shot, by order of his conqueror, on the field of battle.*

In the winter of that year, the port of Vera Cruz was blockaded by
the French squadron, and the town attacked by the troops. This again
afforded an opportunity to the vietim of San Jacinto to repair his tarnished
reputation by military glory, and to regain his standing with the army.
Accordingly he at once repaired to the port, took command of the troops,
and, while following the French, as they retreated to their boats, received
a wound, which has lamed him for life. = But this loss was a gain to the
daring chieftain ; and well-worded proclamations, and a discreet use of
the amputated limb, (even to the present day, as we have seen in a prece-
ding letter,) have served to restore him to the authority he so ingloriously
lost in 1836.1

Yot he did not think that the time for him to appear again prominently
on the political arena had then arrived, and he consequently remained

quiet during the « Pronuncimiento”’ of the Federalists at the Palace of Mex- -

ico, on the 15th of July, of 1840, under Urrea, which was completely
suppressed by Valencia, although Piesident Bustamante, was at one time
a prisoner in the hands of the insurgents.

In August of 1841, however, a different state of things existed ; and it
was then that the last (it is to be hoped) of the sanguinary revolutions
which have distracted Mexico, broke out. This insurrection was announced
by the  Pronuncimiento of Paredes in Guadalaxara, and was quickly

% ¥ ¥ou are right,” said he to Santa Anna, when he was refused a respite; ** I would not have granted you
half the time, had I conquered!”

+ Santa Anne causes the 5th of December tobe celebrated in Mexico, as a day of Victory over the French!
They tell a story of him at Vera Cruz, which is illustrative of his cunning. One morning, early, during the
siege, a party of French soldiers had made its way into the town and got possession of the house in which Santz.
Anna was lodged. As soon as he was disturbed by the noise of the troops, he jumped out of Ded, and in his
shirt and trowsers, attempted to escape. On the stairs he met the soldiers, headed by the Prince de Joinville,
~who immediately demanded, ** Where is Santa Anna ' *“There,” said he, pointing over his shoulderwith
his thumb to & room in which another General was quietly sleeping. “And who are you?” said the Prince:
“Oh! nobody,” said Sants. Anng, “‘nobody but a servant of the house.* The Prince pushed on in a hurry
to secure the General, while the General as hurriedly pushed for the door!
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exllforced by Valencia and Lembardini in the Capital, and Santa A
hn:nself, at Vera Cruz. Its causes were various and iI’ldeﬁnite 11 3‘b ntll;a
chietf ma(;tcz;s tg popular discontent, viz., the consumption duty ,(;Fll;t p;
cent., and the Constitution of ’36, were enti
existing administration. The ¢ ‘Pr;nunc’z’mz‘E;;Zil’?oIf)'et)}ZanreT:rZ?ntml o
ceeded 'by a month’s contest in the streets of Mexico: a bomb:r‘:i’ere 5110{:
the Ca.pz.tal ; some harmless conflicts between the riv;l troops on LEI en::l'cJ
cent pliams,—-and the drama was ended by the downfall of B:Estama eta 3}? -
elevation of Santa Anna to the Provisional Presidency, and the « ;Ie’ f'
Taf:ubaya,” (as a substitute for the Constitution,) by th:e seventh arti ﬂin ”
which, he was invested with dictatorial powers.’ d I S
It was provided by this Plan, that a Congress should assemble in 1842
:L cf::(ri?nal new JConsti’;ution for the government of the Republic and’
gly, 1n June of that year, a corps of patriotic ‘citizen iy
ibI;: f;zpl;rai igc:lr tlha.;) puz:gose in the Capital. PThis Congress f:;::fgfettzg
y | al President, in a speech, st i i
zml.lty f'f)r a .ﬁ.rm and ceniral Governmeﬁt, hu;t in:ioliii?;; er?ii;ﬁﬁe?és P;T-
entire d.ISpOS!.thIl to acquiesee in the final decision of tha.t’ intelligent Fi:;’d o
Yet, in December of lastyear, after two attempts to form a sg ste Othy'
would ac?c?mmodate the wishes of the country and the adminisytratli](: i
the Prox‘rlsmnal President, (in spite of the frank disclosure of his inte E;"—
to submit to the popular will,) dissolved the Congress without authn'lton
and c?nv'eneda Juoxta oF Notasres for the purpose of proposin a.ornle{i;
Eonstltutlon. The result of the deliberations of that body wgere the
B:asp.s oF Porrricar Oreanization ofF tE Mexican Repur .
claimed on the 18th of June, 1843. ba
& Bg the ?rst Title of this Instrurlnent, it is declared that Mexico adopts
¢ form of a Popular Representative system for its government ; that th
tr:::rrltory shall be divided into Departments ; that the political m:re ;
na!ly resides in the Nation, and that the Holy Roman Catholi]:: an; 155811-
tolic creed is professed and protected #o the exclusion of all others Hor
The ?szecond Title declares that slavery is not to be permiltte‘d ;—th
1o one is to be molested for his opinions, or called on for contril;uﬁ =
except such as are regularly imposed by law. b
’Fhe'third Title specifies who are Mexican citizens, their richts and
obligations. Crrizexns are—all who are born within the ’Mexican gzrr'tan
or beyond it, of a Mexican father ;—all who were in Mexico in igg’
and have not renounced their allegiance ;—all who were natives of C ’
Z?I!.Amgrica Wgeﬂ it belonged to the Mexican nation, and since then h:\Ir:
ntinued to reside in Mexico ;— i
o natumiizactfiao,n ) and, lastly, all who have obtained or shall
: l{n o‘rder to enjoy .i'ully the rightr‘s of Mexican citizenship, (in voting,) the
ollowing qualifications are required. Being Mexicans, they must b
eighteen years of age and married, or twenty-one years ;f’ nci marti d‘?
and they must enjoy an annual income of at least two ’hundred doII:.rs’
2

pro-

* This js thetitle of the system. It isnot called o CoNSTITUTION.
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derived from actual capital, industry, or honest personal labor. In addition
to these requirements, no one will be allowed to vote, after the year 1850,
unless he is able to read and write. g

The rights of citizenship are suspended (among other disqualifications,)
by domestic servitude, habitual intemperance, taking of religious vows,
keeping of prohibited gaming-houses, and . fraudulent bankruptey.

The Legislative power is defined by the fourth Title. This power isto
reside in a Congress, divided into a Chamber of Deputies and a Senate.

The Cramssr oF DEpUTIES is to be composed of individuals elected by
the Electoral Colleges of the Departments, in a manner which will be
hereafter specified, and in the ratio of one for seventy thousand inhabitants.
The Departments shich have not so many residents shall, nevertheless,
be entitled to a Deputy, and there shall likewise be one for every frac-
tion over thirty-five thousand. It is required, that a Deputy shall be
thirty years of age, and. possessed of an annual income of twelve hundred
dollars. A moiety of the Chamber is to be renewed every two years.

The SExATE is to be composed of sixty-three members, two-thirds of
whom are to be elected by the Departmental Assemblies, and the other
third by the Chamber of Deputies, the President of the Republic, and the
Supreme Court of Justice. One-third of this body is to be renewed bien-
nially, The Departmental Assemblies are to select. five persons from
cach of the classes of agriculturists, miners, proprietors or merchants, and
manufacturers ; the rest of the quota to be chosen by them from distin-
guished individuals. Those who are to be appointed by the President and
the Supreme Court, are to be taken from among individuals who have
signalized themselves in the civil, military, and ecclesiastical career.
Senators must possess an annual income of two thousand dollars.

The Congress, so constituted, will sit twice a year for the space of three
months, commenecing its terms on the 1st of January and 1st of July. Its
members are not allowed to obtain place or preferment from the Govern-
ment, except for the most imperative reasons.

A third body, called the Permanent Deputation, is to be formed by this
Congress, and will be composed of four members of the Senate and five
of the Chamber, whose term of office shall continue until the next meet-
ing of the National Assembly and the election of their successors. The
duty of this Permanent Deputation is to call extra sessions of Congress
whenever they may be decreed by the Goverament, and to receive the
certificates of the election of President of the Republic, Senators, and
Ministers of the Supreme Court of Justice. )

"The fifth Title defines the Exscurve Power, which is confided for five
years to a President, who must be a Mexican by birth, in the full enjoy-
ment of all his rights of citizenship, more than forty years of age, and a
resident of the Republic at the time of his election.
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Among the numerous duties prescribed for him by the Bases, are the
following :

To impose fines not exceeding $500 on those who disobey his orders, and
are wanting in due respect and obedience to the laws.

To see that prompt jusiice is adminisicred ; to visit the tribunals whenever
Te is informed of delays. or that prejudicial disorders exist in those bodies ;
lo require that a preference be given o causes concerning the public welfare,
and to exact information touching the same whenever it may be deemed
proper.

To object (““ hacer observaciones”) within thirty days (after audience of
the Council, which will be hereafter described,) to the projects of laws
approved by the Chambers, suspending their operation in the mean time.
If the project be reapproved, the Government may suspend it until the
near termination of the period when the Chambers can consider the sub-
ject.  If it be then approved by two-thirds of both bodies, the Govern-
ment will be obliged to publish it as a law. If the thirty days terminate
after the regular period of the session, the Government is to direet its
observations to the Permanent Deputation ; and if the term: pass without
any action by the President, the law will be considered as sanctioned, and
published without delay. )

'I"he President may declare war, and dispose of the armed forces of the
nation as he sees fit, according to the objects of their institution. He may
expel from the Republic unnaturalized foreigners, who are deemed dan-
‘gerous; and he may name orators from the Council to defend the opinions
of the Government before the Chambers.

Tue CounciL oF THE GoVERNMENT is to be composed of seventeen per-
sons named by the President, whose tenure of office is perpetual, and
whose duties are fo give their aid to the Government in all matters required
in these Bases, and others upon which it shall be proper to consult them.
I_t is their privilege, moreover, to propose to the Government all regula-
tions and systems they may deem necessary for the publie good in every
branch of the administration.

By the sixth Title, the Jupicrat Power of the country is deposited in a
Supreme Court, in Departmental Tribunals, and others already estab.

lished by law. There is to be a perpetual Court Martial, chosen by the
President.

T"Il'he GoOVERNMENT OF THE DEPARTMENTS is regulated by the seventh
1tle.

Each Department is to have an Assembly composed of not more than
eleven, nor less than seven; who must be twenty-five years of age, and pos-
sessed of the qualifications required for a Deputy to Congress. ' Their
term of office is four years.

The powers of theése Assemblies are very simple and irresponsible,
and scarcely amount to more than a species of municipal police, the whole
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of which is subject to the review of the President of the Republic, and
of a Governor appointed by the President.

Title eighth, relates to the Erscrorar PoweR.

The population of Mexico is divided into sections o%' Jfive hunldrsd inhab-
aants for the election of primary Juntas, and the citizens will vote, by
ticket, for one elector for every five hundred inhabitants. These primary
electors will name the secondary, who are to form the Enecrorar CoLLEGE
of the Department in the ratio of one sectmdgry e}ector for every twenty
of the primary. This Electoral College, again, will elect the DePutles to
Congress, and the members of the Departmental Assembly ; and its mem-
bers must have an income qualification of at least five hundred dollars
per annunt. 3 s gl

On the 1st of November of the year previous to the expiration of the
Presidential term, each Departmental Assembly, by a nlla.jorlty of votes,
or, in case of a tie, by lot, will select a person as President fc_:rr _I;l?e suc-
ceeding five years. There is no clause in the Instrument hmxt{n.g the
term or terms for which an individual may be elected, or pI‘.ESCI‘l})Lﬂg a
mode of supplying the vacancy occasioned by his death, resignation, or
incompetency.

Such is an outline of the chief features of this remarkable Docume‘nt.
At its opening, it declares the establishment of 8 Bopulgr Bfapresentatwe
Glovernment, yet nothing can be less populer in its provisions than the
Instrument itself. = The people are divided into cls?.sses of C‘mzens and
Inhabitants. Property qualifications are created, while c}omesﬂc servants,
and the elergy, (no matter how honest, excel}ent and virtuous they may
be,) are disfranchised in the same category with gamblelfs: and drunkards,
though they possess both the required income an.d education. ‘

The opinion of the people is not to be taken directly by vote m.regard
to the men who are to represent them in the Depar?ments.and in Con-
gress, or to govern them in the Presidency ; but theu: sentiments.are to
be filtered through three bodies of Electors before thel.r representation is
finally effected. And, last of all, the supreme power is vested in a CeN-
rraL Government, while the people are left with scarce a shadow of au-
'thority over their homes and interests in the Departments.

Tt will be at once observed, that President Santa Anna has thus suc-
ceeded in enforcing his favorite scheme of Centralism. He must, there-
fore, become directly responsible for its results,. whether for t.awl or fui
good, and the glory or disgrace of his country, in the estimation of al
foreign countries, must alight upon his head alone.
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Qualifications, property, and the intrenchments of power, fortify him
on every side. He is very distant from the people. The four millions
of Mexican Indians, (scarcely one of whom ever had an annual income
of two hundred dollars in his life,) must always be unrepresented in the
Government. No hope is proposéd to them of advancement or regeneration ;
while the Chief Magistrate, himself, is surrounded by a complicated ma-
chine, that wants every element of democratic simplicity, and possesses
a thousand inlets to corruption and mismanagement. If it operates well, it
secures strong central authority. If it operates badly, it must break to
pieces like some cumbrous engine destroyed by the ‘confusion and multi-
plicity of its forces.

In either event, the President may deem himself safe. If the Bases
succeed in giving peace, progress, and prosperity to Mexico, he will haye
the honor of the movement. But if he finds that they are not efficacious,
or are likely fo injure his schemes, it will be a task neither of difficulty nor
danger, in so complicated a maze, to loosen some trifling screw, or throw
some petty wheel from its axle, by which the whole must be disarranged
without the responsibility df even its humblest engineers.

So long as the President rules under an instrument which gives him
complete control of the army, the power to declare war, entire patronage
of the civil list, the right to impose fines, veto laws, and interfere with the
judiciary ;—he will possess an authority too great to be intrusted to any
one individual in our day and generation.

In the preceding sketeh of Mexican Republicanism for the last twenty
years, you will observe that I have not aimed to give an extended notice of
the various leaders who placed themselves at the head of different move.
ments. I have notdone so, because I perceived no evidence of a progressive
principle throughout the revolutions. The Government has generally
been strong enough to suppress all disturbances but those that were coun-
tenanced by Santa Anna. With a true love of freedom among a few, a
scramble for power among others, and carelessness or supineness among
the great body of the people,—the country has gone on blundering from
revolution to revolution, without advancing nearer to liberty and enlight-
enment than did the Barons of old when they sallied forth on feudal
forays against each other.




