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brought to lay aside the vanity of retaining large possessions. The cession of
such a disjointed part of the Republic as California, would be an advantage. In
no case can it ever be profitable to the Mexican Republic, nor can it possibly re-
main united to it for any length of time. Therefore, by giving up this territory
for the debt, would be getting rid of this last for nothing. A 5 e *
If California were ceded for the English debt, the ereditors might be formed into a
Company, with the difference, that they should have a sort of sovereignty over the
territory—somewhat in the manner of the Kast India Company. This,in my
opinion, would certainly bring a revenue in time which might be equal to the
debt ; and, under good management and with an English population, would most
certainly realize all that has been predicted of this fine country.”

Now, may not this sudden usurpation of the Sandwich Islands be a premonitory
symptom—a step in advance to a movement upon Mexico? ' Look, for a moment,
at the map of the world. England already has control of the Eastern part of Asia;
is looking toward her possessions of the Hudson Bay Company, and is evidently
excited by our Senatorial harangues on the Oregon Territory. Her rival, Russia,
has encroached on the Californias by a settlement at Bodega, and is known to
have attempted to procure the cession of an upland traet im the Hawaiian Islands,
under the pretence of a desire “for soil to cultivate wheat.” TFrance has the
Marquesas. We are prosecuting our claims on the North Western Territory.
England requires a central rendezvous for her fleets in the Pacific, and she seizes
the Sandwich Islands. .They are in the direct line of trade from the West Coast
to China. Mexico owes Great Britain an enormous debt which she is unable to
pay. A project is on foot to cross the Isthmus of Panama by a railway or canal
Steam navigation has already been infroduced into the Pacific, and we all know
how rapidly the facilities were advanced within a few years to reach India through
the Red Sea.

Now I confess to you, that, combining all these circumstances—the value of the
Islands and the Main, the greediness of England, the manner in which she is
pushing her Empire 21l over the world—I cannot but see danger in the sudden
attempted seizure of the Hawaiian group, and think it time that the statesmen of
our country should take a decided stand in the politics of this hemisphere.

I think I have shown the importance of these Islands to our commerce, and the
value of the Californias, both as a country of vast natural resources, and as a terri-
tory which, in the hands of a European Power, would become a central point,
whence it might powerfully influence the future destinies of this Continent.

“The Pacific Coast of Spanish America,” says the author I have already
quoted, “is, in uninterrupted extent, equal to the whole coast of the Old World
from the Naze of Norway to the Cape de Verd in Africa. 'What reflections must
this give rise to, when we ¢onsider that this line of coast comprehends Denmark,
Germany, Holland, the Netherlands, Great Britain, France, Portugal, Spain, Italy,

the countries around the Mediterranean, and part of Africa? And certainly the |

American shores are bounded by countries, naturally more rich than all these
ancient and powerful countries united.”

It seems, then, that the true wisdom of our Government should be directed
toward the preservation of this immense territory intact, and under the growing
influence of Republican systems. A wrong step in statesmanship in our day and
generation, may involve us in all the foreign difficulties and questions of the
“balance of power,” and affect the fate of our hemisphere for centuries to come.
But, under any circumstances, let it be our care to keep sacred the soil of our
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immediate neighbor in the hour of her weakness, and to protect the Islands that
have been founded and raised to national dignity and importance, by American
seal and American enterprise. It is our pecuniary and our political interest to
do so.

THE ENCROACHMENTS OF ENGLAND.

No one who has been in the least attentive to the diplomatic negotiations of our
country, can fail to know, that the question of total political separation between
this Continent and Europe, is one of no recent date. :

When the revolutions of the Southern Republics were in some degree qmetefi,
and it became evident, after the batle of Ayacucho, that the dominion of Spam
must cease entirely over her American colonies, the Government t?f the United
States hastened to interfere, by her ministers abroad, in behalf of the mdeper}denctf
of the revolted provinces. It did so, in order to prevent the use.less effusion of
blood, and to produce a pacification of this hemisphere, under which the commer-
cial interests of our Union might be fostered, and the peoplg of the newly emanci-
pated regions take their place among the enlightened nations of the wlorld. In
these negotiations with the European powers, both Mr. Adl:mms and Mr. Clay
produced some of the ablest state papers that adorn the archives qf our Depa.ll-t-
ment; and it wonld be well to refer to them, at the presen.t I{Briqd, \:vhen the
encroachments of England, on the flimsiest pretexts, are again beginning to be
visible all over the world, while she is exten.dmg her sway, not only for 1_;he
peaceful purposes of her commerce, but for empire .and territory. The foqn{;atluxé
of the exelusive system of our country, has been 1§ud “in principles of mDrﬂ..,s’ and
politics new and distasteful to the thrones and dominations of the 0ld World 1 a'r;
they are now, most probably, seeking with r?‘].ow and secret advance, to regam,r v
gradual and unheeded progress, what the political ferments of Fiurope, at an eariier
period, forced them to abandon.

In the summer of 1825, a large French fleet visited the American seas and the
coast of the United States. The purpose of this zfrmament was unknqwn: But
the watchful statesmen of those days regarded a visit of that character with ];alo:;s
eyes; and the Minister of the United Sta:tes at the _lert of Paris waés_ m[;mfh l:te y
directed by Mr. Clay, to inform the Cabinet to which he was accre 1t?ﬁ,d ? any
such movements, made in time of peace, ought hereafter to pe notifie Fo m;;
Mr. Brown was instructed, at the same time, to call the atte:itlon. of .the }'en?c
Government to the condition of the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico ,dand‘ ti;;l \:la,s
distinetly intimated, that inasmuch as we were altogether contented Wi ; he
present ownership of these possessions, “ we could not consent t'o their ng;,cut];a. ion
by another European power than Spain, under auy contingency W hla‘r,m:;a?T e S]Illﬂ-
ilar communication was made about the same tUme to Mr. Canning ; and it 1;15 bno:if]e
that these frank and amicable representations Were heedfully respecﬁe FY 2
Governments both of England and France. T_he real purposes of t ‘:}1 rec::: u_
fleet of 1825 are still utterly unknown; bllﬁ, the idea that its object was ? ti] i
pation of Cuba and Porto Rico gained considerable grcmpc}, from the cl:arre?nc erq L
‘of the day, the weakness of Spain, the revolted condition Sf her.provm t’;,nate
intimate alliance between that monarchy and France, and “the dnsprogor i
extent of the armament to any ordinary purposes of peaceful commerce.
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It is also known, from the interviews between Mr. Middleton and Count Nessel-
rode, at St. Peterburg, in August, 1825, that the Russian Cabinet had resolved to
discountenance every enterprise against these Islands, and thus maintain the only
state of things “that could preserve a just balance of power in the Antilles.”

President Moxrog, in his message to Congress in 1823, most distinctly lays
down his ideas of the true policy of the United States in regard to this Continent.

“The citizens of the United States,” said he, ©“ cherish sentiments the most
friendly in favor of the liberty and happiness of their fellow men on that (the Euro-
pean) side of the Atlantic. In the wars of the European Powers, in matters rela-
ting to themselves, we have never faken any part, nor does it comport with our
policy so to do. It is only when our rights are invaded, or seriously menaced,
that we resent injuries or make preparation for our defence. With the movements
in this hemisphere, we are of necessity more immediately connected, and by causes
which must be obvious to all enlightened and impartial observers. The political
system of the Allied Powers, is essentially different in this respect from that of
America. This difference proceeds from that which exists in their respective
Governments. And to the defence of our own, which has been achieved by the
loss of so much blood and treasure, and matured by the wisdom of their most en-
lightened citizens, and under which we have enjoyed unexampled felicity, this
whole nation is devoted. We owe it, therefore, to candor, and to the amicable
relations subsisting between the United States and those Powers, to declare, that
we should consider any attempt on their part, to extend their system to any por-
tion of this hemisphere, as dangerous to our peace and safety.

“With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European power, we have
not interfered, and shall not interfere. But with the Governments who have
declared their Independence, and maintained it, and whose independence we have,
on great consideration, and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not view
any interposition, for the purposes of oppressing them, or controlling in any other
manner their destiny, by any European Power, in other light than as the manifes-
tation of an unfriendly disposition toward the United States. In the war between
those new Governments and Spain, we declared our neutrality at the time of their
recognition, and to this we have adhered, and shall continue to adhere, provided
no change shall occur, which, in the judgment of the competent authorities of this
Government, shall make a corresponding change on the part of the United States
indispensable to their security.”

In March, 1826, Mr. Apaws, then President of the United States, prepared a
very luminous message on the subject of the Panama mission, in which he takes
occasion to give a historical account of our relations with the new Republics, and
to enforce the doctrines so clearly stated by his predecessor. He deemed the
acceptance of an invitation to join in the deliberation of that Congress, as by no
means violating the ancient well established poliey of our nation by entangling us
in dangerous alliances, and he resolved that we should concur in no engagements
which would import hostility to Europe, or justly excite resentment in any of her
States. “ Our views,” says he, “ would extend no further than to a mutual pledge
of the parties to the compact, to maintain the principle in application to its own
territory, and to permit no colonial lodgments, or establishments, of Eurepean
jurisdiction upon its own soil.
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It will be perceived, therefore, that two Administrations: at the commencement
of the national existence of the new Republic, solemnly determined on an unqual-
ified political and colonial separation from all European powers: They were
anxious to preserve a state of mutual liberty and independence, and yet it was not
deemed expedient to imitate the example of the Old World, by the formation of an
American Holy Alliance, in defence of our freedom, as Europe had done in de-
fence of legitimacy and allegiance. It; nevertheless, would seem, that as the
great head of the Powers of this Continent, it becomes us now to persist in the
policy wisely adopted near twenty years ago; and to be warned, in time, of every
symptom of approaching danger. '

If England extends her power, by gradual advances, from the Balize into Gua-
temala, (now under Indian rule,) and then into Yucatan, (now in revolt,) she will
hold the key of both Americas, by controlling the passage across the Isthmus to
the Pacific. If she pushes her claims on Mexico, and grasps the Californias ;
retains her hold on China, the mouth of the Columbia and Canada ;—and, while
she continues the possession of the Bermudas, sweeps our Eastern coast by
armed war-steamers, masked under the peaceful disguise of West India Mail
Packets(!) we will shortly find ourselves as comfortably and securely walled in
by British bayonets, as the most loyal of Her Majesty’s subjects could well
desire.

And yet, all this would be effected by mere supineness on our part, and by
neglect of determined firmness, and intimations similar to those of 1825, in regard
to the French fleet, and the occupation of Cuba and Porto Rico. If I am an-
swered, that these are dreams and visions of things that may occur, but perhaps
will not in our day and generation ; I reply, by the expression of a hope that the
period of time-serving policy is over in our Union, and that the statesmanship of
America is not hereafter to be confined by a herizon of four years, or, at_most
of eight.

If one-half the foresight that is employed in Britain to sustain a population
over-taxed, over-worked, and surrounded by institutions far behind the spirit of
the age, on a territory of small dimensions, were infused, especially, into the for-
eign relations of our own country, with its vast domain and happy people, the germ
of a thousand ills would be destroyed for the future. - If we begin right in our
national career, we shall not be forced to remedy an ‘accumnulation of political
errors by subsequent legislation, or; like England, to resort to unnatural stimu-
lants and predatory wars for the purpose of infusing artificial life’ into a decrepit
Empire.

In connection with the subject of our trade and interests in the Pacific, and the
proposed junction of the Atlantic and that Ocean by a Canal across the Isthmus
of Panama, I take the liberty to insert a very valuable note from Mr. Forbes’s
“ Californie,” relative to Steam Navigation in that Sea.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO THE EDITOR ON THE SUBJECT OF STEAM NAVIGATION IN
THE PACIFIC, FROM A GENTLEMAN FORMERLY RESIDENT IN ONE OF THE MEXICAN
PORTS ON THE PACIFIC.

Lonpox, Dec. 20, 1838.
T have taken some pains to make myself acquainted with the grounds on which

the ¢ Pacific Steam Navigation Company ** is founded, with its proceedings as far
24
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i ots as far as I can comprehend them. Of this
" ﬂleyaht‘;:tg:;;}:g% ltsa]’zriisﬁzs already received the patronage of tl.we leading
i?;'c?:agts trading to the Pacific; several of them having subscribed wxlth the ex-
pressed object of forwarding an undertak_j_ng f%’aug‘{xt witl?. 50 mnfy Pti_h;: zii?fﬁfisl;
while others have entered more largely into 1:, :;ﬁh t};},zl?;;mfigs:gfgivi !
ich it promises as an investment. i
gllz %Tta]f I;:g ::thr. V\?heelwright’s pamphlet,lshowing 466,950 d(il_agso (]EE; dthle
amount of annual receipts on four steamers, costing from 400,000 to 450 - ;]3) =
.and apainst the same only 236,630 dollars of annual expenditure, whereby
i;f,cz];ngy will realize an annual profit of 23{1!,3.‘2{].d011ars,‘ or (at 48d. tixc]l;:;u@r:)al)1
£46,064, is so extraordinarily large, that my first impression v;r{a% toh 00 ) u;; 3
the 1;roject as one hatched by parties connectt_ed with our Stocb : Xe aﬂ]%s ;vere
on turning to schedules A. and C., I not only iou_ngi th_at ti‘le above res_d sty
ified by a committee of*British merchants residing in Lima, a_nc! presided ovtg
;T)er;-lzr Bgajesty’s Consul for Peru, but that a note was addeq, giving reasonsent
h{:pe for still larger profits, under economical arrangements in the managem
i 3 diture. ol
Ofﬂlz};;::fsc:hf:pf}ﬁs plan, speculative thocugh i;t éeems,ld?tespgc:urn::tigo?i;?:
i ially i ajesty’s Consul General for y ma,
clrculJ&r OHi;ElBg{liy (;?::(;idbtyo %?:irtihsi ]mer{;hants and residents genera.l_ly_, requesting
31?& a‘tltI:;:tiun tc,) dispatehes from Her Majesty?s Gov’(.ernme’nt, promlsm%-i f::;}:it!es
to carry it into effect, and requesting their active codperation. dl\i_o unde uiri;gi
therefare, could ‘originate under more respectable auspices ; an 8 ro}rln mqtaken .
::le 1 have no hesitation in stating that the _gentlemen who have .
lg)v?n tIn::mfon are of the utmost respectability, and influenced by the most honor-
by ifornia”’ ressed himself in favor of the extension
Th}? o ccf Yhia];izr:llatl’ailaﬁu':oeiﬁe Northern Pacific, further than as the
i e true,his remarks in pages 815 to 320. But I feel .conﬁdent, a‘fte:'
rgaﬁff!‘ maﬁ' wnscess of steam in the Arabian Gulf and Red Sea, in the Mediter-
e : gu:kward and forward to England, at all seasons of the year; and,
o ﬁﬂ_ ao many safe- and expeditious voyages across the Aﬂ&lltifl., that the
adg;v?sam;tni"a: dista.n};, when  either the directors of ﬂll{e presi:t 1;\?@1;; St;s;r:
will take up the Nor 3
ok COmPanzl,aganD;ln:ngﬂ Et‘ﬁec\?\iztgfr’m coasts of Cpent:raj .f}merica, and
The'nume:}m:z p:?ch roducts of the adjoining provinces in gold, silver, peatls,
e d iendicro 1zught. t0 afford profitable, employment for steamers as fzr
e anlf f (Bla,lifornia at least; and were emigration ever turning '1ts t} e
up as Phe ‘,}u_ O‘the way suggested by the author, whether under the dlrectlor;
:ﬂ‘ ?ﬁ;r(ﬁtslt?’s Government, or of a public company, the aid of steam could 1.10
g . i at these ideas will not lie many years in-
Uﬂd‘er ﬂlleh Etroll;gafisz: Ex:?;gif; Zt?h the distances from Panama to the prmmpa}-
operative, tﬂ\_’ewhichl here subjoin; as not without importance in the presen-
Poéltllil:;n p’?[rh:s,e calculations do not pretend to be exa;ct toa a5311111;9“:‘3(:11' pt;)r a}r'lag(;ur £
o : i , . Nine miles are allo hour.
but l;heydj are nzl;ff;;zﬁll;:;:;;"g ngoﬁfego, Monterey, San meis'co]hBo:Ei;’
an}‘léf)lu;t;ia. river are given in two ways; first, by the line of coast, vz Mazatiatl,
and second, from Panama direct.
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TABLE OF DISTANCES AND HOURS STEAMING FROM PANAMA T0 THE FOLLOWING PORTS, VIZ
Miles. Hours.
From Panama to the Gulf of Nicoya, 435 48
v the Gulf of Papagayo, 590 65.30
Realejo, 3 680
Sonsonate, « 847
Yaztapa, = 937
Socunusco, - 1095
Tehuantepec, 1210
Acapulco, - 1495
Navidad, - * 1810
San Blas, - 1962
Mazatlan, - 2

2091
Guaymas, - - 2448
Rio Gila, where it joins the Colorado, 2793 310

- via Mazatlan . s 3016 335

San. Diego, % direct from Panama, - 2760 306.30
via Mazatlan - e 3376 375

Manforer, 3 direct, R = HON3120 346.30
" via Mazatlan - - 3456 384

San Francisco, § 118 1 azetlan . - 3200 35530

Russian Settlement at Pori Bodega, ; H‘;e]:f’aziﬂ’m gggg’ 33(23.30

the British Settlement at § via Mazatlan - 4034 448

Columbia River, direct, - - - 3570 385.30
Behring’s Straits, via Columbia River, . . 5970 663
‘Woahoo, Sandwich Islands, - - - - 4620 513
St. Peter and St. Paul, Kamschatka, via Woahoo, 7380 ‘820
Jedo, in Japan, via Woahoo, - - .« 7950 883
Canton, via Woahoo, - - c 5 £ 9540 1060

In the above table, the distance to Behring’s Straits and the ports that follow,
is given to satisfy the reader’s curiosity, and not with a view to any practical
utility, in the way of Steam Navigation, unless greatly improved and cheapened.
It is not impossible that chemists may discover some new power, equal to steam,
and producible at less expense, or that our engineers may invent some mechanical
mode of propulsion for vessels, rendering the Isthmus of Panama the most direct
and expeditious route, not only to these ports, but to Manilz and the whole
Eastern Archipelago.

It will be seen”from this table, that the British settlement* on the Columbia
river might be reached from Panama, by steam, in nineteen days, or say about
forty days from England. By the same route, the important port of San Francisco
might be reached in sixteen days from Panama, or thirty-six from England ; and
the Russsian settlement at La Bodega, in about six hours Jonger time.” What a
change in our commuuications, when the nearest Russian settlement on the west
coast of America, will be brought within thirty-six days and six hours steaming,
from our own sheres ; when even St. Peter and St. Paul, in Kamschatka, will be
within fifty days, steaming ; Jedo, within fifty-seven ; Canton, within sixty-four,
and Woahoo, in the Sandwich Islands, within forty-two days! Such are the
wonderful results, that sooner or later may be expected from the mere power of
steam, (improved and cheapened, as it may be, by fresh discoveries,) and the re-

sumption of the old line of eommunication between Europe and the Pacific. via
€hagres and Panama.

* [ call it Britisk, believing we have not yet relinquished its Northern bank.
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