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states, is formed of Indians: and of the 70,000 people who are esti-
mated to compose the population, it is probable that the majority is
formed of the Mijes, Zoques and Cendales.

Cacao, coffee, pepper, sugar, tamarinds, arrow-root, palmetto and
some tobacco are cultivated; while indigo and vainilla grow wild
in the forests among groves of oaks, cedars, mahogany and iron-
wood. The extensive wildernesses of Tabasco are filled with game
and wild beasts, and the streams are full of excellent fish. Bees
abound in the depths of the forests and yield abundant supplies of
wild honey and wax.

The capital of Tabasco is Villa Hermosa de Tabasco, or, as it is
sometimes called, Villa de San Juan Bautista, which lies on the left
bank of the Tabasco river twenty-four leagues from its mouth. It
contains about 7,000 imnhabitants, and is reached by vessels of light
draft from the sea; but its chief commercial intercourse is carried on
with adjoining states and with Guatemala. There are some other
towns or villages worthy of mention; the principal of which are
Usumasinta, Nacayuca, Tacotalpa, Teapa, Jalapa, Chontalpa, Jalpa,
Cunduacan, Macuspana, Chiltepec, Santa Anna, Tonala, Acalpa,
Chinameca, Tochla, Istapa or Ystapangahoya, San Fernando, Ta-
pichulapa, and Obsolotan.
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PLAZA OF VERA CRUZ.

Tug State of Vera Cruz lies under the bL!ming sky of {}ée4t6r?plcz
between 17° 85 and 22° 17/ of north llEltltlllle;.Rll{i QF)h_ 1:111‘r
101° 21’ west longitude from Paris. ltis cmnprisid \\'1‘Lf11;Ial 9n;
but somewhat narrow strip of territolry alc'mg ti_Je Gulf o th; ;,;n:h;
running from the mouth of the Tampico river, in the north, :
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Guasacualco and the boundaries of Tabasco, on the south. Its
length is 166 leagues; its breadth, from 25 to 28: and i1t 1s estima-
ted to contain an area of 5,000 square leagues. If is bounded east-
wardly by the Gulf; south by Tabasco ; north by Tamaulipas; and
west and south-west by Oajaca, Puebla, Mexico, Queretaro and San
Luis Potosi. The eastern part of the State is generally level, low
and sandy; but, further inland, it gradually rises as the traveller leaves
the arid and burning wastes of the coast, until the country is broken
into an uninterrupted series of lofty mountains and beautiful vallies.

The coasts of this State are rich in rivers, streams, inlets, and
lagunes ; but, unfortunately, they are either not navigable for any
considerable distance, or are obstructed by bars at their mouths.
Among these streams the following are chiefly to be noticed as of
importance: The Rio Tampico, the Garzes, the Tuspan, the Ca-
zones, the Tenistepec, the Jajalapam or Tecolutla, the Nautla, the
Palmar, the Misantla, the Maguilmanapa, the Yeguascalco, the Ac-
topan, the Chuchalaca, the Antigua, the Jamapa, the Rio Blanco,
the San Juan or Alvarado, the Aquivilco, and the Giasacualco
which is a boundary stream between the States of Vera Cruz, Oajaca
and Tabasco.

The principal lagunes in the State of Vera Cruz are:—The La-
guna de Tamiahua, the largest on this coast of Mexico, being ten
leagues long and eight leagues broad. It has two mouths in the
Gulf;—one at the bar of Tamiahua, and the other, further south
pear the mouth of the small stream of Tuspan. Between these
mouths lies the island of Tuspan; while the two islands of Juan
Ramirez and EI Toro are found in the lake or lagune itself. The
next lagune in importance is that of Tampico, four leagues long and
three broad ; and besides this, there are—the Lagunaes de Mandin-
go, of Alvarado, (which is subdivided into eight smaller lagunes,)
of Caatemaico, Alijoylica, and Tenango.

There are several mineral springs in this State, and at Atotonilco,
near Calcahualeo, in the district of Cordova, there are warm baths
which are celebrated for their efficacy in pervous and rheumatic dis-
eases. There are mineral waters also near the hacienda of Alma-
gros, in the district of Acayucam, and other warm springs near
Aloténgo in the district of Jalanzingo, whose qualities have not yet
been ascertained by chemical analysis.

The population has been estimated by recent writers at near
251,000 ; which distributed over the 5,000 square leagues will give
about H0 inhabitants to the square league. According to our esti-
mate in the chapter on population, the number may be set down at
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970,000. The milder regions about Jalapa and Orizaba are more
thickly peopled, than the comparatively sterile and sickly shores of
the gulf. The population is composed of mixed races :— Creoles,
Indians, Havanese, Foreigners, and a few Negroes. '

The State of Vera Cruz is divided into four Departments and
twelve districts, with 103 municipalities and 1,370 village juris-
dictions.

1st. The Department of Jalapa, with two districts or cantons,
viz :— lst, Julapa, including the capital of that name,—thirty-one
villages, fourteen haciendas and sixteen ranchos :—and 2d, Jalan-
zingo, with the towns of Perote and Jalanzingo, five villages, seven
haciendas and thirty-three ranchos.

2d. The Department of Orizaba, with three districts or cantons:
1st, Orizaba, including the city of that name, — Sougolican, twen-
ty-seven villages, sIX haciendas and fifty ranchos. 2d, Cordova,
including the city of that name, and the towns of Coscomatepec and
San Antonio Huatusco,—twenty villages, twenty-eight haciendas
937 ranchos,—and 3d, Cosamaloapan, with eight villages, five ha-
ciendas and forty-one ranchos.

3d. The Department of Vera Cruz with four districts or cantons:
1st, Vera Cruz, including the capital of that name, with Alvarado
and Medellin, 21 haciendas, 149 estancias, and 600 ranchos.
2d, Misantla, with four villages, two haciendas, and thirty-four
ranchos. 3d, Papantla, with thirteen villages, seven ranchos and
the hacienda de Norias. 4th, Tampico, with Tampico and Pa-
nuco,— seven villages, thirty-nine haciendas and forty-one ranchos.

4th. The Department of Acayucam, with three districts or can-
tons :—1st, Jcayucam, with the adjacent Acayucam and San Juan
Olita, nineteen villages, twelve haciendas, twenty-seven hatos and
eleven ranchos. 2d, Huimanguillo, with twenty-one villages, one
hacienda and nineteen ranchos. 3d, San Andres Tuxtla, with the

adjacent San Andres and Santiago Tuxtla,—two villages, one ha-
cienda, thirty-four hatos, and eight ranchos.
It is impossible in a deseription of this rich and varied State to

sum up with accuracy what it produces either naturally or by in-
troduction from abroad, for its genial climate, changed by the ele-
vation of the interior portions of the State, renders it capable of
yielding the fruits, the flowers, the grains, the woods, the vegeta-
bles and the animals of the temperate as well as of the torrid zone.
Tobacco, coffee, sugar, cotton, corh, barley, wheat, jalap, sarsapa-
rilla, vainilla, mamels, papayas, pine-apples, oranges, citrons,
lemons, pomegranates, zapotes, bananas, chirimogas, aguacates,
X
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tunas, pears, watermelons, peaches, apricots, guyavas, grapes;
mahogony, ebony, cedar, oak, dragon-blood, tamarinds, palms,
dyewoods, and a thousand other plants, trees, shrubs, cereals and
parasites, spring almost spontaneously from the soil,-and render the
necessary labor of man almost insignificant. After the strip of sandy
sea-shore has been passed, and the country begins gradually to rise,
health and rich vegetation follow the traveller’s footsteps.  He be-
holds on every side magnificent forests filled with majestic trees
and illuminated by the splendid colors of flowers and buds. 1In the
midst of these solitary folds among the mountains, farms and plan-
tations. are opened, which gleam with the freshest verdure of cane
or corn ; while over the levels, innumerable herds of cattle are fed

from the mere fulness of the land, and without the necessary tend-
ing either of shepherds or vaqueros. An idea of this State’s rich-
ness in cattle may be formed from the following account of the
number it possessed in 1831, —the district of Jalapa being ex-

cluded from the list, inasmuch as there were no returns for that
year:—

291,055
49,321
9,396
3,110
17,680
35,325 : : : : sheep ;
the total value of which, together with the ecattle product of the
canton of Jalapa, cannot be less than $2,000,000.

neat cattle,
horses,
mules,
asses,

. . . goats,

The principal cities, towns and villages of the State of Vera
Cruz, are 1st, La Villa rica or La Villa Heroica de la Vera Cruz—
the capital of the State ; 2d, Tampico or Pueblo viejo de Tampico;
3d, Panuco; 4th, Tuspan; 5th, Misantla; 6th, Papantla. [On the
road from the port of Vera Cruz to the western limit of the State,
lie Paso de Ovejas, Puente del Rey or Puente Nacional, Plan del
Rio, and El Encero, but these are small towns or villages of no great
consideration.] Tth, Alvarado; 8th, Boca del Rio; 9th, Tlacotal-
pan; 10th, Cotastla; 11th, Talascoyan; 12th, San Martin Acayu-
cam; 13th, San Andres Tuxtla; 14th, Santiago Tuxtla; 15th,
Soconusco; 16th, Jaltipan; 17th, Chinameca; 18th, Orizaba;
19th, Cordova; 20th, Cosamaloapam; 21st, Aculzingo; 22d, Ja-
tapa; 23d, Jalanzingo, and 24th, Perote.

The port of Vera Cruz lies in 19° 11/ 52" north latitude, and
98° 29’ 19" west longitude, from Paris, on a sandy plain,—inter-
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spersed with marshes,— which bound the Gulf ‘of Mcxwo}.l It_}
unhealthiness is proverbial. ¥rom thle mOI’!'(].l. of M_ay to tmt}(la
November,—comprising the usual period during W}llCh.‘lhE no'rlt'i-
ers cease blowing,—the vomito prieto,_or bl'r}ck vomit, prem}l’s
incessantly at Vera Cruz. None but natives of the _to;lvr;,lo.r ac'(,d1-
mated foreigners, are free from its attacks, and l'he frig I,bu IIII‘DZI i:
it made among our troops, in the year 1847, rvnll 1011g‘ e remem
bered in the history of our army and coun.iry. Time does not appear
to have had any effect on this dreadful disease. Incrgase of. pqpu-.
lation and san:;tory precautions do not seem t{).abate its mahgzttyl,
and the science of the ablest physicians 1s e.ntll‘cly at fault in ;a-l
ing with it. Diarrhcea, dysentery and vomito are the TOStq at:iis
and prevalent maladies at Vera Cruz; and, tl_le la?ter disease,
reckoned to cause one-sixth of the whole mortality of the port.
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Table showing the fall of water [e i /
Rl sl bzm ) er at Vera Cruz in the years from
Years. Feet. 3
e i Inei}ev. Tenths.
1823 15 8
1824 10
1825 20
18261 b
18272 21
1828 12
1829 23
1830 1 b

lThe majestic mountain of Orizaba, or Citlaltepetl, the ¢ Moun-
tain of the Star,” is found within the limits of the State of Vera
Cruz, and as it is somewhat renowned in all geographical desrri. )-
?mns of this continent, we shall insert the ﬁr.\'t”aualcntic '.u'.coun't E}f
its ascent we have ever seen, which was prepared by Lieutenant
W. F. Reynolds, of the United States Topographicai Engineers
who, with some friends, reached the lofty peak whilst scr\'it;fr Wii:li
our army in Mexico. .
: “d'l'hde P.r':ak_ of OI"iZElb.ﬂ,” says he, “though situated nearly a
e S 3 S < g
{:;Lrén]l?}:zl;ntﬁ: ;T:ﬂ-m%;?,::iirﬂl] ?;u.u.l be_h(f]flvon_aphmaczhing
) ) gull. g visible nearly fifty miles at sea, it
fwtl}']le l}nost important land mark to the sailor in these r(:(_jriojm
ile the command under General Bankhe: Hioh vwiis T Trst
to march from Vera Cruz to the cii\]'3 (o}tl'k(l;:'id'f(i:b:z\}l\l:\:'flii;“:l--S g ﬁlﬁhﬁ
: 3 Z , Was ‘en route
n February, 1848, the mountain being constantly in view, a trip l,r)
its summit was frequently discussed ; and after ‘OllI‘ Ell'l‘i\'?;l at }t]li.it
place, thc marvellous stories told by the inhabitants only increased
our desire to make the attempt. All agreed that the summit had
never been reached, though several knew or heard of its being
att.empted. The difficulties to be encountered were represented 1:
ht{mg perl'ect.ly insurmountable ; craggy precipices were to be
climbed ; gullies, two thousand feet deep, it was said, were to be

crossed ; inclined planes of smooth ice were to be ascended ; to say

nothing of avalanches, under which, we were assured, all the rash
arty o o 1 - = )
party who mad_e the daring attempt would surely find a grave,
These extraordinary stories produced quite a different effect from
the one anticipated, and the question was not who would go, but
'Y

! This year was rem i
arkable for its dryness and the los ]
o 8 > loss of cattle :
consequence. attle on the coasts in

3 ] ) : 2
In this year the observations include only ten months.
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who would stay home. It was not, however, till the latter part of
April that the weather was thought favorable, and securing, for the
proposed expedition, the sanction of the commanding officer, we
made our preparations for overcoming all obstacles. Accordingly,
long poles were prepared, shod with iron sockets at one end and
hooks at the other, to assist in scaling precipices ; ropes with iron
arapnels were to be thrown over a projecting crag or icy point;
rope ladders were made to be used if required; shoes and sandals
with sharp projecting points to assist in climbing the icy slopes,
were also bespoken ;—in short, everything that was theught might
be needed or would increase the chances of success, was taken
along. The selection of a route presented some difficulty, different
ones being recommended —those by San Andres and San Juan de
Coscomatepec particularly. In order to decide between them, we
endeavored to persuade some of the intelligent citizens who were
acquainted with the country, to go with us. At first they con-
sented, but as the time approached one after another declined, till
finally, when the party assembled for starting, it was found we were
to go alone. Then, as some inclined to one route and others to
another, we concluded to reject all their recommendations, and go
direct to the mountain, following the path taken by the Indians
engaged in bringing down snow to the city, as far as the limits of
vegetation, and from that point to go round the peak to the side
that would present the best prospect for success.

«« We left the city of Orizaba on the morning of the Tth of May,
the party consisting of ten officers, including one of the navy, thirty-
four soldiers, and two sailors serving with the naval battery, three
or four Mexicans and Indians as guides, and enough pack mules to
carry our provisions and equipments. Our expedition setting out
during the armistice, it was thought advisable to procure a passport
from the prefect of Orizaba to provide against exigencies. About
six miles from the eity of Orizaba we passed through the small Indian
village of La Perla; the inhabitants were much frightened at our
approach, but our passport soon quieted them, and when they came
to know the object of our visit, they seemed to regard us as the
greatest set of donkeys they ever saw, telling us very plainly that we
could never reach the summit. Nothing daunted, however, we con-
tinued on, and immediately after leaving the village commenced a
rapid assent, and began to enjoy views which in themselves would
have amply repaid us for our trouble. We encamped for the night
at an elevation of 7,000 feet above the level of the sea; the night
was clear and bracing, but not cold enough to be uncomfortable.




