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AFTER the overthrow of Cortes, upon that memorable occa-
sion of the noche triste, the melancholy night when it is said
that he lost more than fonr hundred of his followers, and all of
his artillery, which was overturned from the causeways into
the lakes and dykes—and having made his retreat from the
city, but to rally and reinforce his army, which being done,
he speedily returned, to complete a conquest which had hardly
commenced, and having with a force much more numerous and
better provided, retraced his steps to Tacaba, he made that
place his head-quarters, The future and renowned Conqueror
havide ascended a high femple of Tacaba, was observed rest=
ing his cheek upon his elbow, in a most pensive and melan-
choly mood, and while thus absorbed in the deep meditations
of the moment, during which a tear had trickled down his
cheek, an officer who had observed him, ventured in his symi-~
pathy to touch the shoulder of his general, and in cheering
fones bade his commander to hope for victory and for con-
uest.
a The mind of Cortes at the time, like that of his Master
when overlooking Jerusalem, whose standard of the Cross he
chiefly delighted to plant in the pathway of his victories, was
filled with love and admiration for the city of Mexico, which
caused him fo exclaim that “it was the most beantifnl thing
on earth,” and in the deep sorrow of his heart he lamented
that soon, by his hand, the place that teemed with countless
multitudes of inhabitants, must perish by famine and the
sword : and that the towers, the temples, and the palaces, that
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glittered so resplendantly in the sun, must soon be demolished
and buried beneath the floodsof the eanals and lakes for they
would not give up their idols, and peaceably surrender to the
standard of Castile. Amnd thus; like the Son of Jehovah, he
would have exclaimed, “Qh Jerusalem ! Jerusalem, how
often wounld I have gathered thee as the hen doth her
brood, under her wings, bnt ye would not.”” 'To the mind of

Cortes, with, as it were, the most beautifal fancy sketch of

nature’s pencil thrown wide fo his view, with a fair city in

the midst, it might have at that day seemed to be the most
lovely sight on earth; and I have no doubt that the eity of

Mexico, as it then appeared, was peculiarly adapted toexhibit

to the view and fancies of human beings; more loveliness, and

charms of art and nature blended, than the boasted appearance
of the ecity as it now is—for e simple reason that in the

Aztic eity there was variety—while to the contrary, the

Spanish canmot be possessed of any.

The four great causeways of the Aztics, that stretched
through the lakes, like so many bridges over the seas, and in-
tersecting the centre of the city; the many high temples, and
lofty white towers, the imperial and the nobles’ palaces, co-
vering acres of land; the floating gardens; the groves; the
canals, filled with light canoes, rapidly passing and repassing ;
while the grand whole was crowded with minor and inferior
buildings ; nothing of all which are to be seen now—butupon
the demolished ruins and fallen rubbish of departed magnifi-
cence, has been erected the modern, although the oldest city
on the American continent, by Spanish architects and Spanish
conquerors,

The city is of gquare form, and although not upon an eleva-
tion, is yet built apon a level dry plain, which has resulted,
first, from the fact, that the old city was uzed mainly in filling
ap the canals; and, lastly, that the great lake of Tezeuco has
receded between one dnd two miles from the walls of tha city,
which cause is attributed to the more rapid evaporation of the
water from the lakes, since the plain of Mexico has been to-
tally divested of its forests, so that it might the more resenible
the plains of Castile, and remind the Spaniard of his European
home. The streets of Mexico rim north and south, east and
Wwest, infersecting one another, 26 that the squares are of an
exactness, and equally of the same dimensions.

_On the following morning, affer my arrival in the city of
Mexico, I rose from my bed refreshied, from having had a good
night’s sleep, notwithstanding the eternal ringing of bells ; and
10 one can believe that the music of those ding-dong instru-
ments was the lullaby that sootlied me into the aris of Som-

TRAVELS IN MEXICO. 5%

: g iy R
s ent and fatigne in the diligencia,
nust’fbuli'tdg.l}ys s.:cl.gﬁ::iegmi;ts, had Welcom(gd the blessmgs of giee%
3‘;3 oheavy eyelids. Having thus enjoyed one co_utmu& a_;éh
unilrrlli::(errupted night’s repose, 1 lei;t mty ?Oﬁ%l:; ﬁ’iﬁftgs }v:a. th
ing the finest city n & ;a8
the prospect of beholding ines Sleies
ity of Mexico to be; and so g
D o o h tropolis been given by others,
had the descriptions of the metrof gy
st hesitate fo give my own respe 1
gﬁi,lla;]i?l attempt, in my own way, to give some detail of
i d famed place. :
thlgop{ronupiggnt had I become of seeing what was miio he':; ::{En‘t.lé
and knowing whatever was fo bteil]reeamed,e thﬁ;;ind?;\)w ]
2 5 : : :
than finished dressing, when I W E:P e
t head, fo catch an astomshing g : .
;iﬁglﬁfl?otlﬁgve had an 21}%&:#{}3 form?;gaé]éﬁé%tihgnei g:: ré'z:: oif
t, at the moment, but be re
zflglndaﬂ:od’boyhond, whosé eagerness has been mu-sgdhto :;1:]]1101
tip-toe height, when about to visit a show, tha es o
br?avent himself from taking a peep under the canvass
i -way. ;
entfx?(;l %vﬂ:ﬁ; d(loitér i“bghold ?—] first cast my eyes ti:mé.leg;]aez
range of buildings, far to the south; and the St'reeofsmouu-
thefe to have Deen met by a hig‘? ga,uélt eizlndi ::g;f;i e
{ains, the view of which was :f:lg é thrz;ucrh wh’ich Ay by
the distant view of the long avenu g e
the morning sSun wi
seen. As the golden beams of the S
rer it, 1 d to gleam with refulgence n it ai
g‘er'lt‘.{, gljgegner‘lunzngced slowly to retrace my view Y mt]g:; ;‘B
wne, res wandered from side to side, and from ho%se l,o s s
n‘lly i ot seemed to be filled with a motley crow o ‘gladies
0y l:nd riests mufiled in their cloaks and gow nts e ;
l:\-.l’?fl; theirpq'ebo.rees, a shawl drawn closely (;iv'er :;1 i:::ieﬁnlly
and faces, and erossed on their breasts, :tzll g?;ﬂ\;ﬁl ?ﬁing ity
<1 if they were going to  diol
fyvall;‘gg T;?(f gf ?‘:z:lly sl?ou]d have been tfleprcssae%1 bi} :&;ng;;g
t'lkl:ﬁ?wht,-s if the scepe had not been mterrqpte‘ ti; tLiarcoa!
there, by little mouse-coloured donkeys, loaded 13’1 b E‘aobzma )
an?i d’ri\)'(en by Indians; harshl}y scre?mmg r?ig:-u S duwﬁ
> _and there was the water-e ; ]
Cﬂ'iﬁa?l?e‘ weifarltllt of’lhis earthen vessels, swungdfmr? h_lti gggﬁé
;ﬂﬁ ing hef'm?e his breast and on his back; and,_ ear l);ér g
Iad§d he earn his living. While the grl?ateltl:l(lij:l;ljlu e
p’eople, the paupers, standing mtf?ﬁﬁ?:i:ﬁxédeuly homaye
ide aze, my atte L was !
%1; ‘i’lﬁéaﬁa{}g‘gp t]:gmgi}:,ts, and the beating of drums, sounding
€5




2

58 TRAVELS IN MEXTO)

a retreat from gome outpost

all the previous night,paié D ben
quarters. The houses were a]

a single vacant lof

doing duty
g to head-

about three
Mexico is ¢
than fifteen. .
w]'ll(‘:;e;rgu\;glsésoag r;node}liate é:alculation, a large, hi
1 \ Well and nume i i i
ﬁroefgtofgxigd noigy bells, for abouttggggy;ﬁgfl;&i e
e ob gddl'fferept houses were aji terraced wrllniggec; '%‘h_e
I builf,dqns!d?mbly to the flat, wez’ghty’ appeamn?:g n;’
S dmgs ; aud as my eyes, like the fools spoke Of'
s south,et’he?f: héadeerﬂj ;\;andering to the end of the virorldn 25
he oner returned h i
:ll:sy forthwith shot to the north: ang g?!]?ktehan, il
: south, they were arrestod by precise S
;uéw_' of mountain, churches, houses,
t;lh 13 sg perfect an exactness, that tl,le mou
o ?n; f::it;hgfmlrmr by which the whola
¥ Ol seemng s0on wandered bae
But I should nof n o
o eglect to remark }
vision returned entirely home i 5
: ; e, obliquely 3 i
ﬁ_}; ;\{lmdow, they canght the ,gh'mpée o:}' stgmfe};(ﬂi;)pii?rm'gqm
el 1;} P])onba steady and minnte inspection prived E;L ge,
bfunettg’ a ?aupn‘ul Mexican lady; her dark’hair' h Fane
et t (;’:OYT!S;PXIQB; and, above all,—for the lighf: ofeﬁ hg_ht
e :izi\ ] e'r lustre from them—her =oft and inex re=;e:i‘b(len
oL de_\es were playing havoe with my sugce. tibly
g 1 0 not kmow that the window would hay s
e Il{ r}ny Catholic friend had not warned me we]cor'l—
e reluctanc'zl_)y: g)z?sgu\vss Passing along the sfreet, I ewt:a.g
St pelled to close the glass door, and go to
My breakfast beine oy,

. ] g over, my firsf r
}‘l?gmpé_oﬂ‘s residence, and. deﬂver toe‘{}ll;il“
S fghe Ipsher, Secretary of State, U. g, and my 1881

ne usual exeguator from the Mexica e

ha ing mp. 3 E1 il
vin hEEI] 300D accon lis] e ﬂze res) l ce of th e
hed (1(}1 g 1
An erican minister w a8 near at haﬂd,) aDd_, affm hav ing been

most kindly and politely i
j ly and Yy received by Ge 4
]wm}gﬁsé :tf '1;}:1};5:3(1 to d;lne, I resoh'}ed t{? e;ihgggilﬁgsg?;ogg
.ngs; that of beholding the of : &
The hotel of the Gran Sociadad fronts c;]ng ngilgflghggt A;;;Z:to_.
2

gh church,

was reflected—
t_o me.
t, Just before my

as to find General
my despafeh from

TRAVELS IN MEXICO. 33

and that street having been the first which I had seen, and on
which T had made my debu?, and feeling desirous of viewing
one of the more beautiful streets of Mexico, I of course did not
refurn from the minister’s residence to the high cognomened
Holy Ghost street; not supposing that that street could have
exhibited a specimen of the best improvement in the exalted
city of Mexico, I therefore, naturally enough, hastened to
search for a more elegant part of the town.

The broad and well paved streets of Mexico, being perfectly
straight, stretch out on a level plane; the only relief to the
eye of the looker on being that, it matters nof in whatever
street you may happen to be, turn whatsoever direction youn
may, you will, through the long perspective, behold the moun-
tains, which never failed fo attract my attention from the
heavy masonary of the buildings. There are no scattered
houses here, but the entire squares are built up in one solid
bloek, being, as it were, but one vast edifice, and having no
back grounds; for every foot of earth is covered with stone
and mortar; and, as the walls are all united, it is said that
little detriment has ever been sustained there by earthquakes,
which are always more or less felt in the spring season, saving
the occasional cracking of walls, and the falling of some few
houses on the suburbs, built of sun-dried brick. The dimen-
sions of the houses of the city of Mexico surpass those of Vera
Cruz and Puebla; yet the archifecture is the same. T hardly
know what to denominate the style, unless if should be the
Arabic or Moorish, mixed with Indian. If is true, that some
of the churches seem to be of the Gothic. This one thing,
however, 18 certain ;—I cannot remember to have seen, in any
other city, or to have examined in books, similar species of
architecture. I have, therefore, been forced to conclude that
it is a style unique.

The city of Mexico, in its appearance, is more compact, and,
as a whole, in that respect, looks better than any other city
that I have before seen; yet I must confess that I felt disap-
pointed, from all that T had before heard, in not beholding a
more magnificent outside show; for the coarsely stuccoed
walls of the houses, with but few exceptions, having windows
to their first story, looked to me as only being clumsy ramparts
for the garrisons contained behind them; at the same fime,
the door-ways, in the centre, from twelve to fifteen feet in
height, swung upon ponderous hinges, having many locks of
curious construction, appeared to be the huge gates of a for-
tress. However, the Spaniard, from a spirit of distrust and
jealousy, has never delighted in making a parade of all his
valuables, to please idle spectators or a giddy multitude. You
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coived that, with much difficulty, and by many revolutions,
$he Mexicans, professing to0 be republicans, were liviig under
fhie will of a dictator. In reply; 1 endeavoured to explai the
difforence that existed between the two people, and finally
hoped the agreeable baron would have a residence at the city of
YWashington, as minister from his country, where, from_the
proximity of the metropolis of the Union to the capital of my
own state, he would then have an opportunity of verifying ail
that 1 had related.

Tt was not until after dark that I left General Thompeon,
and therefore conld not, until the following morning, make
farther investigations. My inguisitive curiosity had by 1o
means abated, for, added to my disappointment, my hope of
yet being gratified i beholding something consistent with my
expectations, urged me %o an early rising; and, having firat
faken a look obliquely to the left, on the opposite side of the
street, and then my Breakfast, 1 sallied forth to behold, and
not caring fo be seen.

My direction was towards the Plaza, which, when I had
arrived there, I discovered fo be a Yacant paved square of
ground of about four acres. The government palace, the
former residence of the viceroys, fronts this square on the
east: on the south and west are buildings occupied as shops,
having corridors extending over the side walks, resting on
arches, supported by pillars. On the north is the cathedral,
with its grounds covering the whole front of that side of the
Plaza. There are one hundred and fifty places of religious
~vorship in the city of Mexico, not exceeded, i capaciousness
and richness, by any other city in the world.

Tlie eathedral of Mexico 1S said to be the largest in Ame-
rica. This vast religious building has had a larger expendi-
ture of money and labour than any other honse in the city.
1ts site is upon a portion of the ground formerly oceupied by
the palace of Montezedma 4nd the towering temple of the

Aztics, erected for the worship of the Mexican war-god,
hich rose to the height of one hndred feet, and called the
temple of Coatepantl. 1t may be that 1 am deficient in taste,
a8 regards architectural proportions, buf the front of the
cathedral T could not altopether admire. It was without a
basement safficient o et off, inl perfection; 80 stupendons and
grand a building; for 1he want of this, some five or ten feet
Zbove the flat surface, mruch of the imposing snbhmify of the
oathedral is lost. The proportions of the cathiedral are also
much impaired by an extensive addition having been erected
on the east side, to about ome-half the height of the building ;
while on the west, there i3 10 corresponding Wing, which
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appear

destroyed, or, that the
f rch were deficient for the purpose of complet-
ing the cathedral : ang that, at some future day, it was de-
signed to susp]y the vacuum.

The cathedral is, beyond doubt, the most attractive edifice

in Mexico. The Workmanship of the whole front is studied,
and laborious, and I must confi

essthat I have never Witnessed
xpendlt-‘qre In aftempting a display of carvery by

The re-

historical of

! but look upon them as barbaric
hieroglyphics Put on to please the Indians. The pillars that
ascended up against the wall, for the support of the two
high cupolas of the cathedral are, in shape and resemblance,
that of the harp, with a on’s foot at one end, and a serpent’s

head at the other; the name of the order I have never heard,
if it has a cognomen.

The statues that niches are Saint Paul, Saint

-, ot one of which are of marble,
eration the material of which thig
ed, being of basalt, which is much
pervious to the edge of the chisel than Quiney granite,
I could not but think of the consumption of time and toil
Which the pride of the followers of the meek and lowly Jesus
inflicted on maukind, to show them on ea
heaven. On the west end of
from the g , is i
“ Montezenma’s wateh,”” a
and which ha
antiquarians,

The interior of the cathedral of the city of Mexico is
extravagantly splendid in all its apartments; the dome being
Supported by two immense basaltic columns of the Tonic order.
The railing and banisters around the altar and galleries are of
gilver. Many of the candlesticks, some of which are at least
ten feet high, if nof of rich gilt, are either of silver or gold.
It is said that, hesides many other images of Precious metals,
it contains 2 Virgin Mary of full sized statuary, of fine gold.
Ithasalso a railing aronnd the high altar, the mefal of which ig
composed of brass, silver and gold, mixed ; for which, it is
=said, an English company offered a largo sum of money, and
to replace the railing in full weight in pure silver.

Mr. — 0O Cer, a young American artist, informed me
that, haying obtained permission to ascend the high altar,
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i f the convent of San Francisco, the s watl :
ilr]g;gfnﬂside had fo be raised two feet to make it even with

the pavement of the street.

f vernment Palace is an extensive building, covering
a v{r‘]!;ﬁ]e(}sg:l?;i. Within its walls are appropriate ?part[;:ﬁf
for a mint, a garrison for several regiments of soldiers, ¢
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bers for the Deputies of Mexico, and offices for the cabinet,
besides having a large portion of the building apportioned for
the chief magistrate of the connfry. The front of the palace,
I was informed, measnred about three hundred foet. It has
a heavy prison-like aspect, being (as is almost invariably the
case) stuecoed and whitewashed on the outside. Tt Las no
windows to the outer walls of the lower story ; bat to the
upper ope there is a regular row of windows with sashes and
panes of glass, 45 are customary in the United States; which
by 1o means is a general thing in Mexico, for the climate does
nof require it; and likewise persons conld not be found who
would trust themselves to such flimsy protection ; and the
stranger will find that, unless the house is inhabited by Eure-
Deans or Americans, the windows will only have the strong
shutters. A large folding door or gateway opens in the front
of the palace, just in ifs centre. But there is an ornament,
not on the outer wall of the building, but affixed to the gable
end of the centre of the eastern side, which I should not neg-
lect to mention; it is a golden or gilded sun, believed by
some to be of pure gold.

A General stands at the door of the reception-hall, officiat-
iDg a8 porter; at the White Honse at Washington City an un-
titled Irishman and a coloured man, perform those menial of-
fices. When the reception-hall is entéred, the visitor beholds
at one end of the room, a throne eanopied with crimson,
where the Dictator sits in state over the destinies of the Mex-
ican Republic. T had understood, previous te my visit to
Mexico, that in the construction of the palace 2ome marble of
uncommon workmanship had been imported from Italy, for its
adornment; but Captain Cortes of the Grenadiers, who very
politely offered his services to conduct me through the palace,
assured me that there was not a foot of marble in the whole
edifice.

In the centre of the large Plaza, in the front of the palace,
the government was erecting a monument in commemmora-
tion of the national independence of Mexico, which was fo he
surmounted by the Goddess of Liberty. The Plaza ismuch re-
sorted fo hy the people of the city, and swas found to be very
convenient by the combatants ‘during the last revolation.
Besides the cathedral and the churches generally, excepted, T
found but two houses in the city, that impressed my view, as
being different in some of their features from the general same-

ness that universally attended all others. The first was the
ill-fated Iturbide palace, which still hears his name, having
more of the elegancy of the Spanish style than any other I had
seen, and not having been stuccoed, the ont wall was built of
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dreatied stone, aiid but tat the imelegant aid unmeaning Hicko-
Typhics were cnt upon the store, the palace would be 1_1_1h
5 Hc]tion in any city. The other alluded fo; is that in wh;(;
2%2 o.lﬁce of the administration of coaches i8 kept. _ﬁ!ts cg:l r
walls are of mosaic work; with glazed blocks of dld EI;%B grll-
fours, resembling porcelain. The new unj:mshg o ea ;
~<which is to bear the name of the hero of an hiindred vic oréou‘
battles, Santa Anna, is £6 liave an entire classical and modern
o i ico to glean something
i omenading the streets of Mexico to g !
of i‘tghi%gl[;t the ringing of the bells was a constant amlot}augg
£o0 me, and it did seem thatl sémuld. ne&'ir(-) }iﬁcn‘:]gs tz:.;:ﬁ:g :’cﬂnd
to them. To one not having been nse he e g g
i d not otherwise than be dis
of the church-going bells, it coul ; =
i ded in the streets by crow
tressing. My way, too, Was impeded I s Dyorowds
i d absolution; and adde he
B sl rent bellz, was the explosion of
verheration of chureh and convent bells, the .
hip, as if it seemed tha
rockets from those places of boly worship, bl
: onvent was in the act of celebrating some
?‘ggg :B::;hdss r. : They have an expression in Mexieo ‘wgi.(:h
was difficult f%r me to understand%hwthlch Wa;;ﬁaﬁggnwew
1t T e s - =
dar, wishing to ring. It appears that som O
i neral Tiging, Some bne or more smaller he
::g;jsnigieg g tolling,%r ir’regular r;lcggllljs_g, until the time shounld
1 d uprear of all the big ones.
ar%gig%g tt?fa %rnal?ierogs beggars to be found 1nfe1tiﬁzy :rrsev:dl,
gaint, and at every corner o 8 >
?f?&gnl%l‘:gw?i‘;zrgeggaré stationed at every doorof the churchlfs,
vho are employed by the priests to gshklztgxlms ogpeiga:fle?v er}';:
for the benefit of each peeunliar instifution. ig e
i le by theé ehurch; the in
day business; and from such an example At
d to make their living by asking &
(11(;:};3; iz?iejﬁﬁgﬁen heggars aﬁlic‘iit trll‘:lle thoi gl:esﬁtiil;m ﬁggfgf
] ily of Joseph, Jesus, and the Mos ; .
f'.'[‘ozeit:]°1 ?mf;;rrl-tnymities are couched in the most impressive l;ﬁe
wape, and which is perpetually at their tongue’s end, l}?y te
gluod "crf Christ, and the agony of the cross, give for the bene
Guadelupe.” ; : i
Ofih;;lrgli liisfkﬁg the Isjtreet:ss of Mex;co ﬁndg_thatn}é:e (?;E:::(
ide it the water-cdrriers, a
freqiiently step aside to perrmtp e R
day labourers of the class of lazaroril'es, th% R obd obion
else come in contact with them, as from
i fore them. And I hope I may
of their heads, they cannot see be ; s
disbelieved, by those who hive hever L th
]fl;:t: ?Jf ;l?}ébg'th of 4 lazarone man, carrying as muc&wel_ghl:
on his Back and licad as almost any of the mules of the coun




