56 MEXICO AND HER MILITARY CHIEFTAINS.

tal, and the whole population of Mexico flocked out to
San Agustin de las Cuevas, to see (and some to insulf)
the man, whose name had so long been their terror.
But Morelos; both on his way to prison, and while ip
confinement, is said to have shown a coolness which he
preserved to the last. Indeed, the only thing that
seemed to affect him at all was his degradation ; a cere-
mony humiliating in itself, but rendered doubly so, in
his case, by the publicity which was given to it. - His
examination was conducted by the Oidor Bataller
(whose insolent assertion of the natural superiority of the
Spaniards to the creoles, is said to have ronsed Morelos
into aetion), and was not of long duration. On the
22d of December, 1815, Cencha was charged to
remove him from the prisons of the Inquisition to the
hospital of San Christoval, behind which, the sentence
pronounced against him was to be carried into execu-
tion. On arriving there, he dined in company with
Concha, whom he afterwards embraced, and thanked
for his kindness. He then confessed himself, and
walked, with the most perfect serenity, to the place of
execution. The short prayer which he pronounced
there, deserves to be recorded for its affecting . simpli-
city. ¢Lord, if T have done well, thou knowest it ; if
ill, to thy infinite merey I commend my soul !’

< After this appeal to the Supreme Judge, he fastened
with his own hands a handkerchief about his eyes, gave
the signal to the soldiers to fire; and met death: with as
much composure as he had ever shown when facing it
on the field of battle.”?

CHAPTER 1IV.

REVOLUTION—FROM THE DEATH OF MORELOS,
DECEMBER 22p, 1815, TO 1820.

Dissolution of the Mexican congress—New Spanish constitn-
tion—Battles in Texas—Teran—Rayon—Nicolas Bravo—
Guadalupe Victoria—Mina—Gloomy aspect of the revolu-
tionary cause.

Tae heroic days of the revolution thus terminated,
and with Morelos apparently died all wunion, no
one else seeming to have the power to induce the insur-
gent chiefs to act In concert. Each province considered
itself independent ; and in consequence of this fatal dis-
union, though supported in many parts of the country
by great military ability, the cause of liberty decidedly
lost ground. Morelos always intended the congress to
be a source of union, to which his lieutenants might look,
as to himself, in case of accident; but few of his officers
recognised its authority as fully as he had done. On the
22d of October, 1814, the congress was driven by Itur-
bide from Apatzingan to Michoacan, whence Bravo es-
corted it to Tehuacan ; there some difficulties having
arisen between the military and civil authorities, Teran,
on the 15th of December, 1815, forcibly dissolved it.
This act has been severely reprobated, but has been
perhaps misunderstood.  There is no doubt but that
the congress was valuable as a point of union, but it is
also true that the demands of this body would have
ruined the district he commanded.. Among other things,
the congress appropriated eight thousand dollars a year
for each of its members, and- took the management of
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the funds from the military commandant to yield it to
one of its own officers; which made Teran, whose ser-
vices had been great, a mere dependant. The remoter
chiefs having refused to contribute to this body, Teran
was in self-defence forced to dissolve it. The effects
of the dissolution of this only eentral government Mexi-
co had yet had were most disastrous, and resulted in the
crushing, in succession, of Victoria, Rayon, Bravo,
Guerrero, and Teran, each of whom was unable to call
on the other for aid. A multitude of minor chiefs
shared the same fate; and the arrival of fresh troops
from the peninsula enabled the viceroy to keep open a
communication through the whole country, and almost
to restore Spanish authority. To effecting this consum-
mation, not the least important adjunet was the publica-
tion of the indulfo or pardon to all who would lay down
their arms, which the viceroy Apodaca ( Villeja having
gone to Spain ) was authorized to make, and which re-
duced to an inconsiderable number the insurgents who
yet kept the field.

These reverses were, however, fully compensated
for by the effect produced by the introduction into
Mexico of the Spanish constitution sanctioned by the
cortes of Cadiz, in which sat representatives from
America to the number of fifty, while from all the rest
of the empire there were but one hundred and thirty-two
members, on the 29th of March, 1812. Some account
of this constitution is necessary to the correct intelli-
gence of the subsequent history of the Mexican war of
independence.

By its provisions the Spanish nation was declared to
consist of all Spaniards in either hemisphere. Spaniards
were all free men, born and residing in the Spanish
dominions, and others to whom the same privileges

THE REVOLUTION—CONTINUED. 59

might be granted. Spanish citizens, who alone conld
vote, be elected, or be appointed to civil trusts and
offices, were all Spaniards except those who were, by
either parent, of African descent; the latter might, how-
ever, be admitted to those privileges under certain cir-
cumstances. The government was to be an hereditary
monarchy, Ferdinand VIL being recognised as the
king ; the powers of the state, however, were divided
into three branches—the legislative, the executive, and
the judicial—the attributes of each of which were dis-
tinetly defined. The legislative power was to be exer-
cised by a single body of deputies, chosen indireetly for
two years, by the citizens, the king possessing only a
limited right of veto upon its enactments; the executive
duties were committed to the king, who was aided by
a council of state, and acted through nine responsible
ministers; to the audiencias or courts alone belonged
the application of the laws in civil and criminal cases.
The territories of the empire were to be divided into
provinces, all of which were to be governed in the same
manner by a chief, whom the king would appoint, and
a provincial deputation composed of members chosen
biennially by the citizens; the basis of the national repre-
sentation was to be the same in every part of the
dominions, the number of deputies sent by each pro-
vince being proportioned to the number of Spanish citi-
zens inhabiting it. The council of the Indies, which
had disappeared in the eourse of the great political tem-
pest, was replaced by a minister of the kingdom beyond
sea ; the press was freed from all restrictions, and from
all responsibility, except such as might be imposed on
it by the laws. In fine, throughout the whole Spanish
empire, the same forms of administration were esta-
blished, and the same civil rights were recognised, no
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privilege or disability being founded on birth-place or
descent, except with regard to persons of African origin.
The central government was empowered to delay the
extension of the privileges in those parts of the dominions
to which it should not be considered judicious to apply
them 1mmediately.

The constitution was made known in some parts of
America before, and in others after, the arrival of the
forces sent from Spain to reduce them to submission.
Neither the arrow nor the olive branch proved effectual
for that purpose ; resistance was opposed to the former
wherever it was practicable; the latter was generally
rejected with scorn, and when accepted was only used
as a means of offence against those who offered it. Long
experience of the falsehood and injustice of the Spanish
government had rendered the Americans suspicious with
regard to its concessions; no confidence was placed in
the sincerity of the cortes, in holding out these liberal
terms, or in the power of that body to maintain the new
institutions.  Distrust was felt, if not expressed, by every
thinking individual, and the patriots absolutely disre-
garded it in America. It had been published there
under ‘the viceroyalty of Vanegas, who soon saw he
could not maintain his authority in the face of this con-
stitution, and therefore, after two months, began to sus-
pend provision after provision, till but its inanimate
skeleton remained. It was, however, a concession which
could not be revoked, and made the after revolution
more popular and universal. . The people had been deter-
mined to make use of their new privileges, and made
this virtual revocation necessary.

We have previously neglected to mention that from
time to time, in the northern provinees of Mexico, several
attempts were made by persons coming from the United
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States, either to co-operate with the insurgents, or to
establish a new republic. During the year 1812 and
1813, several bloody battles were fought between the
invaders and the royal forces in the province of Texas;
the latter were ultimately suceessful, but the islands in
the vicinity of the coasts became places of refuge and
rendezvous for pirates, professing to act against Spain
under commissions from various independent govemn-
ments in America.

It is impossible to follow in detail the events of this
period, but it will be necessary to give some skeich of
the military events, and of the leaders who intervene
between this period and the rise of Iturbide.

TerAN, the first who presents himself to us after the
dissolution of the congresson the 22d of December, 1815,
was engaged for some months in an adventurous strife,
in which he was generally successful, though his efforts
were cramped for want of arms; to obtain which, he
made an expedition to the mouth of the river Guasa-
coalco, where he was to be met by a vessel from the
United States. To accomplish this, he had an escort
of but three hundred men, having left the rest of his
troops at a powder manufactory he had established at
Cerro Colorado. Being overtaken by the rainy season,
he made in ten days a road across the marsh leading to
Amistar, which yet exists, and is acknowledged to be a
most wonderful work. Thence he proceeded to Plaza
Vicente, the depot of the Vera Cruz traders, and
defeated a force of eleven hundred royalists, commanded
by Topete, which attacked him on the 10th of Septem-
ber. His plan for seizing Guasacoalco having been dis-
covered, he returned to Tehuacan, where he was forced
to surrender, January 21st, 1817, to four thousand
troops, detached by the viceroy against him, and com-
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manded by Col. Bracho, who besieged him at Colorado.
He then lived in obscurity until the revolution of 1821
at La Puebla, his life having been secured by the terms
of h_is capitulation. . He has been minister of war and
plenipotentiary to England in 1825.  He had the repu-
tation always of being a good officer, and commanded
probably the best brigade in the patriot service. He
hfxs never recavered from the prejudice excited against
him for his suppression of the congress, and therefore
has not held office as often as his high talents would have
entitled him to. He was but a short time since alive
and if now living, can be but little over fifty. ’
Ravon had a far shorter career, and probably of all
the men in the service was the most accomplishevd. He
has been pointed out by those who knew him as an
example of Cervantes’ proverb, that the lance never
dulled the pen or the pen the lance. He was one of
Morelos’s lieutenants, and exercised an independent
command in the mountains of Valladolid, where he took
advantage of the natural difficulties of the country and
of the devotion of the natives to him. His prit;cipal
strong hold was the Cerro de Corporo, in which he was
besieged by Llano and Iturbide in January 1815, whom
he beat off on the 4th of March. Corporo was after-
wards besieged by Aguierre in Rayon’s absence, and
was surrendered January 2d, 1817. Don Ignaeio
Rayon was subsequently deserted by his followers and
fell into the hands of Armijo, and was imprisoned in the
capital till 1821. He was in 1828 a general, and occu-
pied a high position in the esteem of the people. Amid
the turmoils of the later revolutions he has disappeared
from history.
Nicoras Bravo was one of a family of patriots with
whom the reader is now familiar. After the dissolution
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of the congress, he wandered at the head of his com-
mand over Mexico, without being able to make head
against any of his pursuers. When Mina landed (of
whom more anon), he sought to fortify Corporo, but was
driven from it by a royalist force, and afterwards taken
by Armijo,in December, 1817, and confined in the capi-
tal till 1821. After aiding Tturbide to establish inde-
pendence, he declared against him when he dissolved
the congress, and contributed greatly to his deposition.
He ultimately beeame the first vice-president of the re-
public, when Guadalupe Victoria was placed at the head
of the nation.

No one of the insurgent chiefs were pursued with
such inveteracy, by the royal troops, as this general,
whose position, in the province of Vera Cruz, was
a constant source of uneasiness to the viceroy. From
the moment that he was deputed by Morelos to take the
eastern line of coast, (1814;) he succeeded in cutting
off almost all communication between the capital and
the only port through which intercourse with Europe
was, at that time, carried on. This he effected at the
head of a force which seldom exceeded two thousand
men; but a perfect acquaintance with the country,
which is extremely mountainous and intricate), and an
unlimited influence over the minds of his followers,
made up for all deficiencies in point of numbers, and
rendered Victoria, very shortly, the terror of the Spanish
forces.

Tt was his practice to keep but a small body of
men about his person, and only to collect his force upon
great occasions: a mode of warfare well suited to the
wild habits of the natives, and, at the same time, calcu-
lated to baffle pursuit. The instant a blow was struek,
a general dispersion followed: in the event of a failure,
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a rendezvous was fixed for some distant point ; and thus
losses were often repaired, before it was known in the
capital that they had been sustained at all.

Nor were Victoria’s exploits confined to this desul
tory warfare : in 1815 he detained a eonvoy of six thou-
sand mules, escorted by two thousand men, under the
command of Colonel Aguila, at Puente del Rey, (a pass,
the natural strength of which the insurgents had in-
creased by placing artillery upon the heights, by which
it is commanded), nor did it reach Vera Cruz for up-
ward of six months. The necessity of keeping the
channel of communication with Europe open, induced
Calleja, in December 1815, to intrust the chief command,
both civil and military, of the province of Vera Cruz,
to Don Fernando Miyares, (an officer of high rank and
distinguished attainments, recently arrived from Spain),
for the special purpose of establishing a chain of fortified
posts, on the whole ascent to the table-land, sufficiently
strong to curb Victoria’s incursions. The execution of
this plan was preceded, and accompanied, by a series
of actions between the insurgents and royalists, in the
course of which Miyares gradually drove Victoria from
his strong-holds at Puente del Rey and Puente de San
Juan, (September 1815) ; and although the latter main-
tained the unequal struggle for upwards of two years, he
never was able to obtain any decisive advantage over
the reinforcements, which the government was continu-
ally sending to the seat of war. Two thousand Euro-
pean troops landed with Miyares; and one thousand more
with Apodaea, (in 1816); and notwithstanding the des-
perate efforts of Victoria’s men, their courage was of no
avail against the superior discipline and arms of their
adversaries. In the course of the year 1816, most of
his old soldiers fell : those by whom he replaced them
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had neither the same enthusiasm, nor the same attach-
ment to his person. The zeal with which the inhabitants
had engaged in the cause of the revolution, was worn
out: with each reverse their discouragement increased,
and, as the disastrous accounts from the interior left
them but little hope of bringing the contest to a favora-
ble issue, the villages refused to furnish any farther sup-
plies; the last remnant of Victoria’s followers deserted
him, and he was left absolutely alone. Still his courage
was unsubdued, and his resolution not to yield, on any
terms, to the Spaniards, unshaken. He refused the
rank and rewards which Apodaca proffered as the price
of his submission, and determined to seek an asylum in
the solitudes of the forests, rather than accept the n-
dulto, on the faith of which so many of the insurgents
yielded up their arms. This extraordinary project was
carried into execution with a decision highly character-
istic of the man. Unaceompanied by a single attendant,
and provided only with a little linen, and a sword, Vie-
toria threw himself into the mountainous district which
occupies so large a portion of the province of Vera Cruz,
and disappeared to the eyes of his countrymen. His
after-history is so extremely wild, that I should hardly
venture to relate it here, did not the unanimous evi-
dence of his countrymen confirm the story of his suffer-
ings, many of them heard it from his own mouth.
During the first few weeks, Vietoria was supplied
with provisions by the Indians, who all knew and
raspected his name ; but Apodaca was so apprehensive
that he would again emerge from his retreat, that a
thousand men were ordered out, in small detachments,
literally to hunt him down. Wherever it was discov-
ered that a village had either received him, or relieved
his wants, it was burnt without mercy; and this rigor
5
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struck the Indians with such terror, that they either fled
at the sight of Victoria, or were the first to denounce
the approach of a man, whose presence might prove so
fatal to them. For upwards of six months, he was fol-
lowed like a wild beast by his pursuers, who were often
so- near him, that he could hear their imprecations
against himself, and Apodaca too, for having con-
demned them to so fruitless a search. . On one occasion
he escaped a detachment, which he fell in with unex-
pectedly, by swimming a river, which they were unable
to cross; and on several others, he concealed himself,
when in the immediate vicinity of the royal troops,
beneath the thick shrubs and creepers with which the
woods of Vera Cruz abound. At last a story was made
up, to satisfy the viceroy, of a body having been found,
which had been recognised as that of Vietoria. A
minute description was given of his person, which was
inserted officially in the Gazette of Mexico, and the
troops were recalled to more pressing labors in the
interior.

But Victoria’s trials did not cease with the pursuit:
harassed and worn out by the fatigues which he had
undergone, his clothes torn to pieces, and his body lace-
rated by the thorny underwood of the tropics, he was
indeed allowed a little tranquillity, but his sufferings
were still almost incredible: during the summer he
managed to subsist upon the fruits of which nature is so
lavish in those climates ; but in winter he was attenuated
by hunger, and he has been repeatedly heard to affirm,
that no repast has afforded him so much pleasure since, as
he experienced, after being long deprived of food, in
gnawing the bones of horses, or other animals, that he
happened to find dead in the woods. By degrees he
aceustomed himself to such abstinence, that he could
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re_main four, and even five days, without taking any
thing but water, without experiencing any serious in-
convenience ; but whenever he was deprived of suste-
nance for a longer period, his sufferings were very acute.
For thirty months he never tasted bread, nor saw a hu-
man being, nor thought, at times, ever to see one again.
His clothes were reduced to a single wrapper of co?ton.
which he found one day, when driven by hunger he had
approached nearer than usual to some Indian huts, and
this he regarded as an inestimable treasure. ’
The mode in which Victoria, cut off; as he was, from
all communication with the world, received intelligence
of the revolution of 1821, is hardly less extraordinary
than the fact of his having been able to support existence
amidst so many hardships, during the intervening period.
: When, in 1818, he was abandoned by all the rest of
his men, he was asked by two Indians, who lingered with
him to the last, and on whose fidelity he knew that he
eould rely, if any change took place, where he wished them
to look for him? .He pointed, in reply, to a mountain
at some distance, and told them that, on that mountain,
perhaps, they might find his bones. His only reason
for selecting it, was its being particularly rug;;ed, and
maccessible, and surrounded by forests of a vast extent.
The Indians treasured up this hint, and as soon as
the first news of Iturbide’s declaration reached them,
the‘y set out in'quest of Victoria. They separated on
arriving at the foot of the mountain, and employed six
whole weeks in examining the woods with which it was
covered ; during this time, they lived principally by the
chase ; but finding their stock of maize exhausted; and
all their efforts unavailing, they were about to give up
the attempt, when one of them discovered, in crossing
a ravine, which Vietoria occasionally frequented, the
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print of a foot, which he immediately recognised to be
that of a European. By European, is meant of Euro-
pean descent, and consequently accustomed to wear
shoes, which always give a difference of shape to the
foot, very perceptible to the eye of a native. The Indian
waited two days upon the spot; but seeing nothing
of Victoria, and finding his supply of provisions quite
at an end, he suspended upon a tree, near the place,
four tortillas, or little maize cakes, which were all he
had left, and set out for his village, in orderto replenish
his wallets, hoping that if Vietoria should pass in the
mean time, the tortillas would attract his attention, and
convinee him that some friend was in search-of him.

His little plan succeeded completely : Vietoria, on
crossing the ravine, two days afterwards, perceived
the maize cakes, which the birds had fortunately mot
devoured. He had then been four whole days without
eating, and upwards of two years without tasting bread ;
and, he says himself, that he devoured the tortillas be-
fore the cravings of his appetite would allow him to
reflect upon the singularity of finding them on this soli-
tary spot, where he had never before seen any trace of
a human being. He was at a lossto determine whether
they had been left there by friend or foe; but feeling
sure that whoever left them intended to return, he con-
cealed himself near the place, in order to observe his
motions, and to take his own measures accordingly.

Within a short time the Indian returned, and Victo-
ria, who recognised him, abruptly started from his con-
cealment, to welcome his faithfal follower; but the
man, terrified at seeing a phantom covered with hair,
emaciated, and clothed only with on eld cotton wrap-
her, advancing upon him with a sword in his hand,
from amongst the bushes, took to flight ; and it was
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only on hearing himself repeatedly called by his name,
that he recovered his composure sufficiently to recog-
nise his old general. He was affected beyond measure
at the state in which he found him, and condnected him
instantly to the village, where Victoria was received with
the greatest enthusiasm. The report of his reappearance
spread, like lightning, through the province, where it was
not credited at first, so firmly was every one convinced of
his death; but as soon as it was known that Guada-
lupe Victoria was indeed in existence, all the old insur-
gents rallied around him. In an incredibly short time,
he induced the whole province, with the exception of
the fortified towns, to declare for independence, and
then set ouf to join Iturbide, who was, at that time,
pr-eparing for the siege of Mexico. He was received
w1‘t}? great apparent cordiality; but his independent
spint was too little in unison with Iturbide’s projects,
for this good understanding to continue long. Victoria
had fought for a liberal form of government, and not
me'rely for a change of masters; and Iturbide, unable to
gain him over, drove him again into the woods during
hi_s short-lived reign, from whence ne only returned to
give the signal for a general rising against the too ambi-
tious emperor.

The history of the revolution now beeomes identified
with the life of Xavier Mina, who, while all in Spain
thought the royal cause prospering, nearly ruined it.
Among those who had been obliged to fly from Spain
after the overthrow of the constitution by Ferdinand, in
1814, was Xavier Mina, a relation of the well known
general of the same name. Burning with indignation
and a desire of revenge, not only against the monarch
who had, as he conceived, acted thus unworthily, but
also, in fact, against the nation, which had so joyfully
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seconded the shameful deed, this young man came to
{he United States, where he succeeded in obtaining the
means of fitting out a small expedition. With this force
he sailed from the Chesapeake on the 1st of September,
1816 ; and, after various delays at Port au Prince, Gal-
veston, and other places, where he made small additions
to his troops and equipments, he landed on the 15th of
April following, with three hundred men of all nations,
near Soto la Marina, a small place on the western shore
of the Mexican Gulf, at the mouth of the river Santander,
and about eighty miles south of the entrance of the Rio
del Norte. At this time, the fortunes of the independ-
ents in Mexico were in the ebb. The congress had
published a republican constitution on the 22d of Octo-
ber, 1814 ; but all the advantages which were anticipa-
ted from this act, as a means of promoting union and
subordination among the partisans of the cause, were
Jost before the end of the following year, by the seizure
and subsequent execution of Morelos. While this devo-
ted and energetic leader was in command, obedience
was paid by all the insurgents to the orders of the con-
gress ; after his capture, however, this body was regarded
rather as an inenmbrance than otherwise, and was at
Jength forcibly dissolved, or rather dispersed, by Don
Manuel de Mier y Teran, a young chief to whose charge
sts defence had been committed.  The insurgent leaders
then partitioned the country among themselves, and each
from his fort or fastness kept the surrounding district in
awe and trouble, Guerrero betook himself to the
Pacific coast near Acapulco; Rayon ruled in the moun-
tains of Valladolid, and Guadalupe Victoria in those
of Vera Cruz ; Teran established himself on the borders
of Oaxaca and Puebla; the barbarian, Padre Torres,
with his band ravaged the beautiful region called the
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Baxio of Guanaxuato, while Nicolas, the sole survivor
of the gallant Bravo family, wandered about with his
followers. The arrival of troops from Spain, after the
restoration of Ferdinand, enabled Calleja, however, to
keep up his chains of posts throughout the country, by
means of which the insurgents were becoming daily n’mre
straitened, and their communications with each other
were rendered more diffieult.

In 1816 Calleja returned to Spain, having been
replaced as viceroy of Mexico by Don Ruiz de Apo-
daca, a maw of a comparatively mild disposition, who
was charged to offer mere favorable terms to the insur-
gents. As his character was well known, those terms
were readily accepted, and ere he had been in power a
year, many, not only of the subordinates, but also of the
chiefs of the independents, accepted the indulto, or act
of indemnity proclaimed by him, and returned to the
occupations of peaceful life. Among the chiefs who
thus snbmitted, were Nicolas Bravo, Osourno, and
Rfiyon, all of whom remained in obscurity until 1821 ;
Vlcltoria about the same time disappeared, and was
believed to be dead, and the only leader of consequence
among the insurgents who, in 1817, remained in com-
mand, was the priest Jose Torres.

The viceroy had received notice from Havana, of
the approach of Mina’s expedition, to intercept which,
he had sent out several ships of war; as he, however,
could not learn where the invaders intended to land, his
other preparations for defence were necessarily of a
general character. From these circumstances, Mina
!bund Jittle or no opposition at Soto la Marina, and hav-

ing built a temporary fort near that place, in which some
men were left as a garrison, he commenced his march
into the interior on the 24th of May, and the first action
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with the royalist forces took place on the 12th of June,
at Peotillos, about forty miles from the city of San Luis
Potosi : in this Mina was successful, and before the end
of the month he effected a juncture with the redoubtable
Father Torres, in the Baxio of Guanaxuato.

We cannot particularize the events of the short but
brilliant career of Mina in Mexico ; brilliant it was, from
the constant display of boldness, energy and courage,
under difficulties which, as he could not but have seen
within a short time after his landing in Mexico, were
insuperable, The number of his followers fftereased but
little ; the natives who joined him being scarcely more
than sufficient to supply the place of those who fell in
battle or from fatigue; while on the other hand, they
fought with the incumbrances of women and children;
to crown all, Mina soon found that he was himself the
object of jealousy and hatred, on the part of Father
Torres. Concert of action was thus impossible; the
foreigners were viewed with mistrust and dislike by the
people; and except when their protection was wanted,
were soon left to provide for and to defend themselves
as they might. Meanwhile the viceroy was unremitting
in his exertions to destroy them ; troops were gathering
around them from every direction; escape was impos-
sible, and they had only to sell their lives as dearly as
they could.

The fort at Soto la Marina fell first; garrisoned by
only a hundred and thirteen men, under Major Sarda,
an Italian, it was attacked by General Arredondo, the
commander of the eastern provinees, with no less than
two thousand regular soldiers. The garrison held out
for some days, until at length, its numbers having been
reduced to thirty-seven, the fort was surrendered by
capitulation, on the 15th of June. The terms of the

THE REVOLUTION—CONTINUED. 73

capitulation were of course disregarded ; and the unfor-
tunate foreigners expiated their rashness and folly by
imprisonment for the remainder of their lives in loath-
some dungeons at Ulua, Ceuta, Cadiz, and other places.

The Sombrero, a fort in Guanaxuato, occupied by a
body of Mina’s men, under Colonel Young, an Ameri-
can, was also invested by a considerable force of royal-
ists, commanded by General Lifian. On the night of
the 19th of August, the able-bodied soldiers of the gar-
rison, with the women and children, evacuated the place,
leaving the sick and the wounded to the tender mercies
of the Spaniards. Lifian, however, having learned their
intention, set upon them during their retreat, and killed
the greater part; he then butchered the wounded whom
he found in the fort, and sent the prisoners, some to
execution, others to join their comrades in their dun-
geons.

Mina had in the interval so far gained upon the feel-
ings of the Mexicans, that he had assembled nearly a
thonsand men under his command. With these he at
first established himself in another fort in Baxio, called
Remedios, when he was joined by the remnants of the
garrison of Sombrero; and removing thence, he, in a
short space of time, reduced several of the strongholds
of the royalists. At length, on the 23d day of October,
he ventured to attack the city of Guanaxuato ; having
no artillery, his attempt proved vain, he was obliged to
retreat and immediately found himself almost deserted.
On the 27th, while reposing in a farm-house called the
Venadito, he was betrayed, surrounded, and made pri-
soner.

The news of Mina’s seizure was celebrated by public
rejoicingsand religious thanksgivings throughout Mexico.
He was of course ordered to be instantly executed, and
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was accordingly shot on the 11th of November, at Te-
peaca, in sight of the fort of Remedios, which was then
besieged by the Spaniards. That fort soon after fell, and
before the year 1817, not more than twenty of those who
had landed with Mina at Soto la Marina in April, were
alive and not in dungeons. In reward for the success
of his efforts in effecting the overthrow of Mina; Apo-
daca was made Count of Venadito.

After the death of Morelos, the dismissal of the
Mexican congress by Teran, and the complete destruc-
tion of Mina and his followers, the hopes of the partisans
of independence rapidly sunk. The system of energy
on the one hand, and of conciliation on the other, pursued
by the viceroy, Apodaca, daily overthrew or disarmed
the enemies of the Spanish authority. There was no
longer among the insurgents any directing power, to which
the various chiefs would bow ; each was absolute over his
own followers, and would brook no interference on the
part of another leader ; and combination of movements
among them was rendered impossible by mutual jeal-
ousies and mistrusts.  Under these circumstances, the
war gradually became merely a series of contests
between the legal authorities and hordes of banditti, and
the wealthy and intelligent part of the population began
to look to the standard of Spain as the symbol of order,
and there was every prospect that quiet would be
gradually restored. The pride of the people had also
been flattered by the employment of natives in offices
of trust, profit; and honor; in this way the elevation of
Don Antonio Perez,a Mexican priest, of great talent,
learning, and character, to the high ecclesiastical dignity
of Bishop of Puebla, had great effect in reconciling
the inferior clergy, hitherto the most determined oppo-
nents of European domination. The Spanish troops in

THE REVOLUTION—CONTINUED. 75

Mexico at this time did not exceed five thousand ; there
was, however, a large force of native soldiers, who were
all well disciplined, and to secure whose fidelity every
means consistent with prudence was employed by the
government. The most prominent among the officers
of this latter force, was Augustin Iturbide, a native of
Michoacan, who had elevated himself to the rank of
colonel, by his eourage, his activity, and his ferocity
towards the insurgents; soon after the arrival of Apo-
daca, however, he had for some reasons retired from the
service, and devoted himself to the performance of
religious acts, in which his scrupulous perseverance had
caused him to be as much esteemed by the people, for
the supposed sanctity of his character, as he had been
before dreaded on account of its manifest ruthlessness.
This was the man, whom the viceroy selected to carry
into effect his scheme for maintaining the absolute
authority of the king in Mexico.




