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AANTA ANMA.

CHAPTER VII.
SANTA ANNA.
Santa Anna—Mango de Clavo—Pronounces against Iturbide

_ President—Zacatecas—Texan War—Revolution—Exile—
Proclamation, &e.

In regard to Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, we
have as little positive information, as about any other of
the Mexican military chieftains. Of his early history,
we know nothing certainly—one account representing
him as the son of a Spanish officer, and the other, as

born of obscure parentage. In the sketch of the life of
Ttarbide, it has been seen how important a part in his
dethronement was sustained by Santa Anna, of which
it may not, however, be improper to make a recapitula-
tion here.

The road from Vera Cruz to Mexico, for some
distance, is by the side of the sea, and then crosses a
sandy desert, barren and sterile as can be imagined.
It then passes close to a tranquil bay, the green ripples
of the surface of which, after even so short an absence
from the broad expanse of the gulf, seem grateful in-
deed, and then becomes lost amid the masses of a tropi-
cal forest, extending farther than the eye can reach.
The traveller, even amid ifs natural arcades, hears the
murmur of the ocean mingled with the whispering of the
leaves, and, delighted, surrenders his ear to this har-
mony, which, if he travel in a Mezican coach (a litter
or palanquin), lulls him to sleep; or, if on horseback,
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fills his mind with all the poetry with which the country
around him is instinct. From time to time, he discovers
through the thick undergrowth a herd of asses, or the
brow of an untamed bull, which exhibits but for a mo-
ment his rugged form, and in an instant becomes
lost in the impenetrable thicket. The traveller, who
would be prompted by curiosity to ask to whom these
herds belong, would be told they came from the haci-
enda of Mango de Clavo, and belong to General Santa
Anna. '

Tt is to this hacienda, a term which corresponds
nearly with the English manor, that the man who, since
1821, has been the hero of all the revolutions of Mexico,
has come, now conquered, now victorious, to seek re-
pose from the misfortune of defeat or the turmoil of
victory. 'There he has matured new plans, and changed
his political antipathies into personal friendships; has
meditated on schemes to overthrow those whom he
has fostered, and to protect persons whom he _had
previously bitterly opposed. There he has lived retired,
sometimes forgotten almost, until the arrival ?f one o'f
those crises when men of genius make all things their
own, and when his war-cry has been heard from one
end of Mexico to another. To understand what will
follow in this story of Santa Anna’s life, it- is necessary
that the reader should remember that Mexico 1s now it

the sande condition in which England was under the ']?u- :
dors, and that it cannot be estimated by the rules which |
we apply to the present history of the ‘(:}vﬂlzed world. |
Fach Mexican general occupies the position of a.feudal t
baron, and each department and command 1, as'lt were, .:
an apanage. Facts alone can describe the versatile char< ©

acter of Santa Apna; the aspirations of a man who, Riche-

lieu-like, knows no such word as fail, who has found _

SANTA ANNA. 155

ruin in his victories and success in his defeats, who sports
with his own life and fortune heedlessly as he does
with that of others; who sheds blood in torrents, yet is
not, except in the United States, thought cruel ; and who
understands the rash and impulsive nature of his com-
patriots well enough to dare all things without incur-
ring the accusation of temerity.

Santa Anna must be about forty-five or forty-six
years old ; his stature is tall, and age has made no im-
pression on him as yet. He is pale, has black eyes
and raven hair, which curls over a brow lofty and ex-
pressive of daring. He has the air and manners of a
gentleman, and a ready elocution, which fascinates all
who can understand him in his native tongue, which he
speaks with a purity rare in Mexico. He possesses an
intnitive perception of character, and knows what
springs of the human soul to touch to effect the won-
derful combinations for which he is so famous.

He appears for the first time in the history of Mexico,
in 1821. At this time, though very young, he com-
manded a body of insurgents, at the head of whom he
took possession of Vera Cruz. After having been
favored by the emperor Iturbide, whom he supported
with all his power, he was summoned to appear before
him to give an account of some act of grave insubordi-
nation. He was deprived of his command, a punish-
ment which he richly deserved, yet by no means expect-
ed, He returned to Vera Cruz, placed himself at the head
of the garrison, which was attached to him ; and after a
brief harangue, declared against the imperial authority
and proclaimed Mexico an independent republic. Gen-
eral Echavarri was sent to oppose him, but, contrary to
all expectation, joined him.. The cities of Oaxacg, Gua-
dalajara, Guanajuato, Queretaro, San Luis de Potosi, and
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Puebla, followed his example, and within one year after |
Santa Anna’s dismission, Iturbide was dethroned. Afew °
months after the installation of the new republic, the first §
champion of which he had been, Santa Anna revolted
against the authority of congress.

In 1828 Santa Anna was agail governor of Ven |
Cruz, and a revolt was discovered in Mexico,
which he was thought to be an accomplice, and was |
therefore recalled to the capital. One who had dis- §
obeyed the brave and gallant Itarbide, was byno means
likely to yield to the headless congress. Far from sur-
rendering his command, which extended only over the
city of Vera Cruz, Santa Anna usurpéd authority over
the whole province, appealed to the faithful Vera
Cruzanos, defeated the troops which were sent against
him, and took possession of the castle of Perote. The §
congress declared Santa Anna an outlaw, and other
troops were sent against him.

Santa Anna did not; in his turn, declare the congress §

outlaws, but commenced against it one of those wars of |
<kirmishes in which he has almost always been success
fal. Tn this campaign his constant attendant and com

panion was Arista.
The soldiers of Santa Anna were all from the tiem

caliente ; men-whose bodies, of the color of bronze, seef §

to suffer from exposure no more than that metal does. §
"The vomito had no effect on them, while the forces of
the government, from the tierra templada, died by hum
dreds ; they were able to support hunger, fatigue, the hot}
air, and the broiling sun, with no sustenance frequently §
after a day’s march, other than the fruits of the countfy
and the excitement of a cigar.  Atthe head of such mes§
Santa Anna laughed at pursuit by enemies who died by
the wayside from fatigue. After a long campaign, he waS
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however, forced to leave Perote and retire towards
rfg::a}fi?:;;;:d Camino de Oaxaca, in which city he for-
Followed up by a superior force, he was forced
to retreat from house to house, from street to street
and finally. to shut himself up with his party in thé
vast c_onv_ent of Santo Domingo, which, like most other
ecclwa:shca! buildings in Mexico, was protected by high
walls with loop-holes, defended by a massive gate alﬁd
more than all, by the sanctity attached fo it. Hé was
}mder no apprehension of a storm, for no man in Mex-
ico wou!d lift a hand against a consecrated building,
:?nmg. f:i:le alone could force him to submit to his
Santa Anna knew with whom he had to deal, and
therrefore, without paying any attention to his eneinies
quleﬂy laid himself down for his siesta (an indispensa-’
ble in war or peace to a Mexican), in the coolest part
of the convent. The leaguerers were less composed
but were also ready enough to take their chocolatf:
and rest. On the next day the firing began, for
though it would have been impious to injure the :.vails
of the church, there was no objection to slaying the
men who were behind them. The party of Santa Anna
protected by the walls, suffered little, while his enemie;'
were mowed down by his deadly musketry. A dayand
night passed as the first twenty-four hours had done
except that the skilful Santa Anna had under the shelte:
of the night managed to drive into the court-yard of the
convent, a large number of oxen, by the side of which
with their horses saddled, stood a large party of the bard;r
rc.mcfzeros from the tierra caliente. A signal was silently
given, each sprang on his steed, and the besieged
who it was fancied were satisfied with their success:
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threwwide the gates as was the custom in solemn pro-
cessions. Instead, however, of the banners of the church,
of chasubles and priests, the besiegers saw lancers with
their red flags and dragoons with their yellow jackets.
The towers, instead of displaying waving flags and
ringing with peals of joy, were filled with soldiers, who
fired into the ranks of the besiegers, who were on their
part almost too much astonished to notice a detachment
of the garrison of Santo Domingo dashing at full speed
towards a neighboring convent, of which it immediately
took possession. The commander of the government
troops saw at once how grievous a fault he had com-
mitted by failing to- take charge of this convent, from
the towers of which he could have incommoded so
much the besieged. He was forced at once to change
his position, for he was between two fires, since Santa
Anna’s last manceuvre. After a lapse of many days.
during which Santa Anna, as was his wont, bided his
time, and the government officer sought by all means to
get the better of his wily antagonist, the latter cast
his eyes on the belfry of the building last occupied,
and then turning to his adjutant, said: ¢« Unless I am
mistaken, Don Cayetano, instead of those agile soldiers
so busy in shooting us for three days past, I see
monks in the towers. The long-beards cannot have
joined Santa Anna!”’

« Sefior, they must have done so, otherwise they
could not have afforded to make such a detachment.”

Soon after the hoods and frocks of the friars were
distinguished every where on the azofea, or roof of the
convent, and the bells began to sound as if they rang for
the deliverance of their house, or to make up for lost
time.

One monk especially seemed to excel his comrades
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in zeal and activity, and in his enthusiasm suffered his
hood to fall off and discover for a moment a bright red
moustache. The elevation of the tower prevented this
from being observed. The general of the congress had
observed what was going on, and immediately ordered
the convent to be occupied. A regiment at once
obeyed, and advanced with shouldered arms. = Suddenly
the monks let fall their gowns, and brilliant uniforms
appeared in their place. A shower of balls fell on the
advancing regiment, from both convents, the effects of
which cross-fire decimated them before they could
recover from their surprise.

The position of Santa Anna, however, had become
critical, for his finances were exhausted. Anista, who
was the person with the red moustache, had contrived to
join him, after an expedition to the neighboring mines
of Oaxaca.

« Tell me, Arista,” he is represented to have said on
this occasion, ¢ how much money do you bring me?”?
«Not a peso!” replied he; «but I have brought the
administrador, who protests he has not one riall”
Santa Anna bade him tell his muchaehos (his boys) that
he had no money ; but promised them an increase of
one-third of their pay, whenever he could get it.

But chance just then came to the aid of Santa Anna.
There was a report that Mexico had been the scene of
another revolution. ~Besieged and besiegers rushed
together, and called each other friends and brothers.
The monks were restored to their convent, the adininis-
trador to his mines, and the soldiers of Santa Anna to
the tierra caliente. He, too, returned to Manga de
Clavo. This part only was sustained by him in the
revolution which deposed Pedraza. He reaped much
advantage from it, however, the command of the state of
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Vera Cruz being econferred on him immediately, and
subsequently a seat in Pedraza’s eabinet as minister of
war, at that time a promotion which no one could
have anticipated, or he have hoped. What followed
in the next few years we have already referred to, and
will therefore omit all that ensued until the arrival of
that part of Santa Anna’s career which established him
as the man of the nation.

The Mexican people had been so long free from the

Spanish rule that they looked on a return of their old |
masters as impossible, until, in the summer of 1829, |

General Barradas landed at Tampico in command of
an army of four thousand Spanish veterans. Santa

Anna was not then at Vera Cruz, but in Mexico in |
charge of his bureau; he was no sooner informed of the |
Janding of Barradas, than with seven hundred men in |
open boats he crossed the Bahia and landed at Tuspan, |

avoiding the Spanish vessels most dexterously in his
hazardous voyage of seventy miles across the gull
From Tuspan in canoes or perogues he crossed the
lagoon of Jamaihua, and landed within three leagues
of Tampico, which was then oceupied by Barradas’s
forces, the general having gone on an expedition mnto
the interior with three thousand men, and left one thou-
sand to garrison the city. ~ Santa Anna resolved on anim-
mediate attack at daylight the next morning, August Ist;

1829, and after a contest of four hours the town capifu- |
lated. Scarcely had this occurred than General Bar- |
radas reappeared. Santa Anna was impeded from |
retreat by the river which intervened between him and |

the city; and it was evident nothing could save him but
one of those stratagems which have so often decided the
fate of armies, and which the mind of Santa Anna seems
so peeuliarly qualified for conceiving. By means of his
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agents he contrived to persuade Barradas that he was at
the head of an overwhelming force ; and the Spaniard
instead of an attack, entered into negotiations, with th;
understanding that while they were vpmgressing Santa
Anna should retire into his own quarters. San{; ‘;\nna
of course.consenled, and, with drums beating and ban-
ners waving, crossed the river and returned in safety.
When Barradas learned how he had been duped his
mortification was exireme, but the mistake could I]f:l' be
rcmeﬁicd. The effect of this ruse was such that the
‘.\Ie.\ilcafl army was not attacked until Santa Anna had
ht‘fﬁﬂ reinforced, and the Spaniard saw it wounld then be
vain. l*%very night the Spaniard was attacked by his
persevering foe ; and on the 11th of September a vigor-
ous assault was made on the fort at the bar, which forced
thff Spanish general into a capitulation, by which he
laid down his arms and soon after sailed with the rem-
'nath of his force, twenty-two hundred men, to Havana.
l'h1§ was the last effort of Spain against Mexico, a con-
vulsive effort which was near success in consequence of
?he wil.dness which had animated it, and against which
1t was impossible to provide.

As Mr. Thompson, the envoy of the United States
says, this defence of Santa Anna recalls to us the hisiorj?
of General Jackson’s famous defence of New Orleans;
the strong point of which was not, as has generally been
supposed, the defence of the city behind the cotton bags,
but t_he night attack on the British immediately after their
landing amid the wind and the rain, which enabled the
officers of engineers to throw up the breastworks which
such men as it was the privilege of the American general
to command, could defend against any force. One
thing, however, is sure, the strategy of Santa Anna on

that occasion was second to no feat of arms which has
11
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occurred on this continent, except the defence of New
Orleans.  The result of this affair was the promotion of
Santa Anna.

Guerrero was then president, a gallant man and
soldier, but altogether incompetent for the administra-
tion of a civil government, and the people were gene-
rally dissatisfied with him. It would undeniably be
treason of the blackest kind in the United States to
mise the standard of disobedience to the constituted
authorities of the country; but it may be doubted if in
Mexico, just emerged from 2 civil 'war, where all was
yet eonfused, circumstances did not at least excuse, if
not justify the deposition of any one manifestly unable
to administer the affairs of the nation. - Though the
opposition to Guerrero was general; Yucatan first threw
down the gauntlet on the 4th of December, by seceding
from" the republic. ~ General Bustamente soon after
raised the standard of revolt, Santa Anna remaining
apparently undecided at Vera Cruz, where he was sufs
fored to command. The result was, that by the plan of
Jalapa.Guerrero was deposed, and Bustamente assumed
the presidency, apparently with the full eonsent of all.
For three years the republic was devastated by wars;
and after remaining ‘quiet for a short time, Guerrero
took arms, but was defeated by Bravo at Chilpanzingo,
on the 2d of January, 1831, and became a refugee.
Thus situated, he went to Acapulco and embarked for
Europe in a Genoese vessel, but was delivered by the
captain, Picaluga, to the authorities of a neighbor-
ing port, Guatuleo. He was thence removed to Oaxaca,
tried by a military commission, and shot at Cuilapa, a
town in the neighborhood. He is said to have been
betrayed  at the 1instance of Alaman, Bustamente’s
sectetary ‘of state; who paid the rascally Italian (3
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protegé of Guerrero in his prosperity), in consideration
of this treason, the sum of fifty thousand dollars.

The government of Bustamente was not, however,
peaceful. General Alvarez and other chiefs maintaine(i
themselves in opposition during all 1831, and in 1832
another revolution was effected with greater bloodshed
than those which had exalted Guerrero and Bustamente.

On the 3d of January, supported by the garrisons
of Vera Cruz and San Juan de Ulloa, Santa Anna
declared against the existing government, an example
soon followed by the commander of Tampico, General
Moctezama. To repress these demonstrations, General
Calderon was sent by Bustamente with a large body of
troops¥ and Santa Anna, on the 3d of ;\Iarc;h, was de-
feated at' Talome, about six leagues from Vera Cruz
and afterwards besieged in the latter place. Before th(;
summer, however, had passed away, Santa Anna was
reinforced, and obliged Calderon to fall back, in conse-
quence of which and the increasing demonstrations
against the president, the latter was forced to come to
termos and to consent to quit the country, and Pedraza
declared to have been duly elected in 1828, Pedraza’s
presi.dency expired on the 31st of March, 1833,
previous to which Santa Anna was chosen to succeed
him, with Gomez Farias as his vice-president. In con-
sequence of some difference between the congress and
president; relative to the passage of laws abridging the
power of the aristocracy and elergy, the former declared
freedom of discussion was violated, (which in fact was
Feally the case, Santa Anna having plainly intimated to
it, that if it did not comply with his wishes, he would
use force), and suspended its sessions, May 14th, 1834.
_lmmediately on this, Santa Anna appealed to the people
in a proclamation, to sustain peace and order, which he
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represented as threatened by the congress, and effected
the propunciamento. of Cuernavaca, on the 25th of
May, the object of which was the repeal of certain laws
against the church, the banishment of certain indi-
viduals, and the reorganization of the government ; until
which was effected, Santa Anna was endowed almost
with the powers of a dictator.

A new congress met in 1835, nearly all its members
coming with instructions from the people or the legisla-
tures of the states, consenting that the form of the govern-
ments might be altered according to the will of the ma-
jority ; and congress accordingly determined it bad a
right to alter the government in any point not affecting
the maintenance of a republican system, the Roman Cath-
olic church, the independence of the country, and the
freedom of the press. The legislatures of a great many
of the states had declared in favor of an alteration of the
constitution.  Yucatan, which had remained separate
since 1829, became united, and declared itself ready to
submit to the action of the congress. The state of
Texas and Coahuila remained opposed to a change, but
General Cos, the military commandant, summarily dis-
persed the legislature ; and Zacatecas having declared
against a change, Santa Anna marched against it in pers
son, and by a bloody battle, on the 11th of May, reduced
it to submission. There was elsewhere no opposition,

except on the part of old Bravo, who had fought to0
long for the liberty of the country thus to see it frittered
away. He long continued in arms in the south.
Notwithstanding this opposition, congress proceeded
with its labors, and a constitution was formed annk
hilating the state governments, dissolving their legis:
Jatures, and uniting all the states into.one governmenly

whole and indivisible. Thus was formed the constitution |
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of Mexieo, which has produced all its later ‘troubles
and is the present government of Mexico, pronounceti
by all, from its unwieldy character, probably the worst
that ever existed. Its features are these: A president
selected for eight years; a house of deputies amj z;
senate ; the latter selected in the most complicated man-
ner by electors thrice removed from the people; and a
supreme court. It also embraces what ig ttm;ed the
supreme conservative power, with a vefo on everything.
compgsed of five members, and, in the words of tht:_-
organic law, <«responsible to God and public opinion
alone.”

: “_'hlle the legislature was thus remodelling the con-
stitution, occurred the Texas revolution. The country
west of the Sabine had long since attracted the attention
of the frontier population of the United States, masses
of \..vhich were strewn in various parts of the ,countrj:
having received grants of land, and been permitted t{;
settle on certain conditions which the adoption of the
new constitution violated. Tn December of 1835, a
congress of nine persons assembled at Goliad a:nd
declared themselves independent, which was f'oll,m-:ed
b}' a more formal declaration in March, 1836, at Wash-
ington, Texas. A provisionary government was orga-
nized, and General Samuel Houston was appointed
{'.omfnander-in-chief. Hostilities had commenced im-
mEd_late!_y after the first declaration, between the Mexican
garrisons and the settlers, and Santa Anna despatched
l:enera_l Cos to Monclova, the seat of government of
Coahuila and Texas, with orders to humble that depart-

ment, and immediately afterwards repaired.to the city
of Mexico.

. When General Cos had reached the seat of govern-
ment he acted as if he expected no difficulty, and
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required the surrender fo the president of the governor
of the state and many eminent citizens, both of American
and Spanish extraction, among whom was Lorenzo de
Zavala, who had previously been governor of Mexico,
and had been compelled to expatriate himself at the time
of the plan of Jalapa. It may not be improper here to
state, that Zavala identified his fortunes with those of
Texas, the vice-president of which he became, and
received the compliment of having one of the cruisers
of the new republic called after him. He was a man of
rare energy and great decision of character, and an orna-
ment to his native province, Yucatan.

Of course the requisition was not complied with.
The legislature was dispersed, and the governor forced
to escape. The rights of the state were thereby finally
destroyed ; and, to put the last finish to the military des-
potism, the arms of the American settlers were ordered
to be surrendered. The people of Texas, however,
were no hybrid men, but true Americans in feeling, and
they determined to resist the invaders, and make good
by the bow and spear the titles to the settlements they
had made by virtue of the invitation and grants of the
Mexican nation, which had yielded to them rights and
assumed duties not to be revoked or Jaid aside at the
will of either party to the contract.

Cos had already crossed the boundary of the state
with an army of fifteen hundred men, and had entrenched
himself at San Antonio de Bexar, a strong towh 01 the
river San Antonio, near where the twenty-second parallel
of latitude ecrosses it. He sent forward a party under
Colonel Castonedo to Gonzales, on the Guadalupe,
which empties into the San Antonio, with an order for
the people to surrender their heavy ordnance. They
not only refused to do this, but collected a party of
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about one hundred men to attack him. They did attack
Castonedo, and with such good will, that though he had
twice as strong a force as they, he was defeated and
compelled to fall back in the greatest haste on San Anto-
nio de Bexar, or Bexar, as the Texans usually call it.
The war now began, and the Texans determined not to
be whipped without at least a show of resistance. A
national convention was called, which gave its adhesion
to the constitution of 1824, declared null by Santa
Anna, and appealed to the people of the other depart-
ments of the republic to stand by them in defence of
constitutional liberty. As when the American congress
appealed to the people of Ireland, Scotland, and Eng-
land, this address was disregarded, and it became evi-
dent that arms alone could decide the controversy. A
Texan general, named Burleson, was then before the
walls of the Alamo, a fortress of Bexar, with six hundred
Americans, awaiting the developments of time, when
Milam, who had long been a prisoner in Mexico, made
his appearance. Milam had effected his escape, and
had gone through great difficulties in reaching them, so
that when he joined the force of Burleson, and was told
of the destruction of even the shadow of liberty, in the
republic, he had no difficulty in obtaining volunteers to
the number of two hundred and sixteen men. With
these he immediately marched from the Alamo to attack
the principal defences, in which, as has been stated, was
Cos, with fifteen hundred men. The scene subsequently

enacted on a large scale in the streets of Monterey, then

nlccurretl in San Antonio de Bexar. The deadly western

rifle and knife in the hands of such men, induced after five

days of incessant strife a surrender of the garrison, which

had lost more men than the besiegers numbered, with four

hundred stand of arms, &c. The Texans’ loss was
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small, but important, for Milam had been killed, 11
news flies apace. Santa Anna soon heard of the defeat
of Cos, and in the winter of 1836, crossed the Rio
Grange with an army of ten thousand men, in the van
of which was borne a red flag, a token that he intended
to give no quarter. The advance proceeded to lay siege
to the Alamo, in which was a Texan officer named
Travis, with one hundred and forty-five men. Messen-
gers were immediately despatched to the eastern part of
Texas, to say that the fort was besieged, and appealing
in these Spartan terms to his companions:

<« The enemy have demanded me to surrender at
discretion, otherwise the garrison is to be put to the
sword. I have answered his summons with a cannon-
shot. Our flag still floats proudly from the walls. We
shall never surrender or retreat. Liberty or death !

It is to be regretted that the Alamo was not evacu-
ated, for any reinforcements which could have been sent
wounld have been lost before Santa Anna’s overwhelming
force,-and the place was by no means valuable as a
military position.

Travis resisted for six days, repulsing every attack,
but at last Santa Anna arrived and assumed the com-
mand in person. For four days longer they held out,
until at last their fire was almost silenced. Two
attempts to scale the walls were repulsed, the Texans
using the buts of their guns with great effect. The
third attempt succeeded, though not without immense
loss. No quarter was asked for and none offered ; and
when Santa Anna, after the capture, mustered his army,
fifteen hundred had been killed, ten times the number
of the Texans engaged. The pages of history record
no greater carnage, and from this time for ever, Texas
was separated from the United States of Mexico. In
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the defence of the Alamo fell' Travis, Crockett, and
Bowie ; the latter, while on his bed unable to move,
having been bayoneted by order of Santa Anna. The
bodies of: all the defenders were collected into a heap
and burned.

When Santa Anna declared himself dictator, Texas
was not alone in her opposition to this usurpation, Coa«
huila and Zacatecas having united with her. The one,
however, had been intimidated, and the other conquered,
and the battle was evidently to be fought by Texas
alone. When, therefore, Sania Anna, flushed by his
success, was overrunning the whole country, there re-
mained but one alternative ; and, on the 2d of March,
1836, Texas declared itself independent.

How the campaign in Texas progressed is now well
known, and more than a glance at some of its events is
unnecessary. One event, however, deserves especial
mention and reprobation. A number of volunteers
commanded by Colonel Fanning: surrendered to Urrea
(whose notoriety is derived solely from his concern in
this transaction, and his participation with Farias in a
pronunciamento in 1840), with a written stipulation
that they were to be treated as prisoners of war,
and be permitted to embark at Coporo for the United
States. By order of Santa Anna, this capitulation
was violated, and the defenceless men were on their
march made to halt and shot in cold blood.

Santa Anna subsequently when in the United States
was taken to task for this assassination by General
Jackson, and stated to the American minister at Mexico,
Mr. Thompson, that he thus accounted for it. The
campaign was undertaléen in obedience to an act of
the Mexican congress, which ordered no- quarter to be
given, and that the terms allowed by Urrea were a viola-
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tion of this law. The terms of capitulation would, how-
ever, have been observed, but that on the route fo Coporo
the prisoners became mutinous, and the officer in com-
mand asked for instructions how he should proceed. In
this emergency, Santa Anna sent a copy of the act, and
consequently all were shot but two surgeons, who were re-
tained to attend on the Mexican invalids. This explana-
tion could not possibly have satisfied General Jackson,
for it has obvious feeble points. Imprimis, if General
Urrea exceeded his power, he was responsible for it,
but the capitulation should have been not the less
observed ; in the second place, Santa Anna had ten
thousand men in Texas, and could have furnished any
guard needed. The world will ever continue to look
on the transaction as a wholesale deliberate murder, for
which he must account to history if not to the kinsmen
of his victims.

General Samuel Honston about this time coms
monded twelve hundred men, and was gradually re-
treating towards the eastern shore of Texas, whence
but few men as yet had come. He wished to induce
Santa Anna to separate his forces in two portions, and
was: confident that with the five hundred men he ex-
pected from the country on the Red river and Sabine,
he could defeat him in detail and drive him from Texas.
With this view he left the Colorado and crossed again
the Brazos, a circumstance which dispirited his men. It
happened, however, as he had designed. Santa Anna
divided his forces, and with fifteen hundred men
marched in person towards San Felipé.  Small parties
were left behind him, and Houston continued to ré-
{reat.  Santa Anna was deceived and pushed on, leav-
ing his heavy artillery behind him, without a doubt but
that he wonld drive Houston across the Sabine. The
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latter concealed his forces until the Mexicans had
crossed the Brazos and marched towards Harrisburg.
Then Houston turned, marched at once towards Buffalo
Bayou, and on the 19th of April came up with the
enemy. The next day was passed in skirmishing,
without any decided advantage on either side.

The two armies became engaged on the 31st of
April, where the Bayou discharges itself into the San
Jacinto. How Santa Anna was beaten has always been
a mystery; he had the advantage of position, and
had his artillery, a portion of which had reached him,
well posted. - A person who served there, and who has
had long experience in warfare, informed the author
that he never saw a more unpromising yet a more reso-
lute charge, than the one by the Texans headed by
Houston on Santa Anna’s forces. ‘They rushed up the
hill with their guns at a trail, until within about twenty-
five yards of the enemy, when they halted and delivered
four distinct volleys with a precision which was frightful.
The enemy’s artillery were not idle, but delivered more
than one fire with great coolness, which the Texans
avoided by throwing themselves on their faces at the
flash, and rising at the report with fearful yells to renew
their fire. At length one company dashing forward
went pell-mell over the Mexican position and captured
the guns.  The order for a charge was given by Hous-
ton, and his men rushed like a tempest on the enemy.
All opposition was over. - The slaughter at the Alamo
and the massacre of Fanning were fearfully avenged by
the death of seven hundred and twenty Mexicans, and
the capture of six hundred more; among whom, sad to
tell, was the redoubtable Santa Anna.

How Santa Anna was taken has been often described,
and all accounts of it should be received with great
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allowance. Three persons have in the presence of the
author avowed their participation in his capture, and
each gave an entirely different location and detail to the
event. Suffice it to say, he was taken; and, when
brought before Houston, said, «Sir, yours is no com-
mon destiny; you have captured the Napoleon of the
west,”” and immediately engagements were entered into
which it was hoped would terminate the war.

Before deciding, however, Houston called a council,
Under no other circumstances would the Texans have
treated with him and done aught but order Santa Anna to
be shot by the quarter-guard for his slaughter of Fanning’s
men, but the certainty that Filasola, an accomplished
Italian in the Mexican service, was marching towards
them at the head of a force more numerous than theirs
induced deliberation. It was determined, consequently
that the president and the captured army should be
released and permitted to return to Mexico.

One clause of the then formed treaty stipulated, ¢ that
the president Santa Anna, in his official character as
chief of the Mexican nation, and the Generals Don
Vicente Filasola, Don Jose Urrea, Don Joaquin Ramires
de Sesma, and Don ‘Antonio Guano, as chiefs of armies,
do solemnly acknowledge, sanction, and ratify the full,
entire, and perfect independence of Texas, with such
boundaries as are hereafter set forth and agreed upon
for the same. And they do solemnly pledge themselves,
with all their personal and official attributes, to procure,
without delay, the final and ‘complete ratification and
confirmation of this agreement, and all the parts thereof,
by the proper and legitimate government of Mexico—
by the incorporation of the same into a solemn and per-
petual treaty of amity and commerce, to be negotiated
with that government at the city of Mexico, by minis-
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ters plenipotentiary, to. be deputed by the government
of Texas for this purpose.” .

Santa Anna was permitted to visit Washington eity,
and was sent home in a man-of-war at the expense of the
people of the United States. It need not be said that
Mexico violated every promise made to Houston, under
the plea that Santa Anna was in duress, and therefore not
competent to act. ;

It is a matter of surprise that the Texans did not
shoot Santa Anna, and it cannot be denied they would
have been justified in doing so. They acted, however,
more humanely, and thus giving him his life. :

There is a story told by an interesting French writer
in relation to this circumstance, which is al:,‘ogether too
epigrammatic to be true. ¢ While the council qf war dlé_s-
cussed the disposition to be made of the captive presi-
dent, an old man rose and said: ¢« We are a? war with
Mexico, and it is our duty to do all we can to injure her.
Santa Anna has for a number of years tyrannized over
his country, and nearly ruined it. Let us relea.se h'm':,
he will return thither and in a few years Mexico will
be too feeble to give us any trouble.””’ : s

It is probable that i Santa Anna had remained presi-
dent after his return, this would bave been the case.

The difficulty with Texas was preceded !J)’ one
with Zacatecas, already briefly referred to. This state
also was devoted to the federal system, and bad at its
capital five thousand persons determined to d:'sft-_nd the
constitution.  Santa Anna marched against them in per-
son. ‘When he reached Zacatecas, it was arranged that
General Andrade should pretend to be disaffected, and
espouse the cause of the constitutiona]ists:. The gov-
ernor of the state being inexperienced in mfhtary affairs,
willingly received him; and confided to Lim the com-
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mand of the state troops. In a very short time Andrade
marched his men outside the city and encamped in the
plain, and at the same time detached his eavalry to some
distance from the foot, whom he bade not to keep on
the alert any longer, as he had no fear of an attack.
The order was universally obeyed, except by the com-
mander of the artillery, D*Harcourt, by birth a German,
who still acted with all military precaution. Santa
Anna, adroitly contrived to place himself between the
foreces of Zacatecas and the town, rendering their
escape 'impossible, and commenced a fire on them.
D’Harcourt fought manfully, and was near defeating
him with his artillery. At last he was forced to give
way, and the city was taken, when an indiscriminate
massacre was ordered, in spite of the remonstrances of
the Mexican officers.  This beautiful city was thus
nearly destroyed, and from it General Cos marched fo
Texas.

The constitution, it will be remembered, was com=
pleted during the absence of Santa Anna, who, while
at the head of his army, was unable to assure those
arrangements that would have secured him the control
of the new government, which enured exclusively to
the benefit of the last man whom he would have
wished to benefit. After his expulsion in 1832, Gene-
ral Bustamente had been in Europe, it is not improba-
ble in want, certainly in dependence. It is doubtful if
Mexico possesses’a purer man than him, against whom
even his enemies have not/been able to make one allega-
tion of dishonesty or peculation. Though he had long
been in office, his salary was small, and forseveral months
undrawn ; and heis said to have been so poor that he sold
everything he possessed to pay his debts, including even
his wateh and eane, the latter of which was offered for sale
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10 Mr. W. Thompson, during his mission to Mexico.
This anecdote, as Mr. T. says, recalls to mind the
stories of those days in ancient Rome, when her dicta-
tors were so poor as to require to be buried at the public
expense. This is especially creditable to one who has
been president of Mexico, where so little check is im-
posed either by law or reputation; on the desire and man-
ner of becoming rich. ‘Bustamente was at once aware
that the government, as proposed to be administered,
conld.not last; and had, in the early part of 1837, re-
turned to Mexico. He was then elected president, and
entered on his duties in May of that year.

During ‘the administration of Bustamente, Mexico
became involved in a serious difficulty with France,
arising from outrages on the persons and property of
French citizens, at different periods since the revolu-
tions. In the spring of 1838, the French government,
wearied with making ineffectual demands for reparation,
proposed the following ultimata, which were placed in
the hands of Admiral Baudin: The government of
France required pecuniary reparation for all losses in-
curred by Frenchmen, the dismissal of certain obnoxious
functionaries, a concession that henceforth Frenchmen
should enjoy the privileges of the most favored nations,
and the restoration of the right of carrying on the retail
trade, After some months spent in negotfiation, the
French admiral, on the 27th November, 1838, made
an attack on the Castle of St. John de Uloa.

In 1582, sixty-one years after they had set foot on
Aztec soil, the Spaniards began this fortress, in order to
confirm their power. The centre of the space which it
occupies, is a small island, where the Spaniard, Juan
de Grijalva, arrived one year before Cortes reached the
Mexican continent. Having found the remains of two




