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that the revolution of this capital has terminated
happily. The rebellious troops having offered, in the
night, to lay down arms upon certain conditions, his
excellency, the commander-in-chief, has accepted their
proposals with convenient modifications, which will be
verified to-day; the empire of laws, order, tran-
quillity, and all other social guarantees bemg thus re-
established.”

Similar documents were sent to all the departments
of the republic, and thus terminated the abortive but
honest attempt of Farias to reform the government of
his country.

The, following letter of Santa Anna may be con-
sidered its finale:

The triumph which the national arms have just
obtained over the horrible attempts of anarchy, com-
municated to me by your excellency, in your note of
the 27th, is very worthy of being celebrated by every
citizen who desires the welfare of his country, always
supposing that public vengeance (la vindicfa publica)
has been satisfied ; and in this case, I offer you a thou-
sand congratulations. . This division, although filled
with regret at not having parllclpated on this occasion
in the risks of our companions in arms, are rejoiced at
so fortunate an event, and hope that energy and a
wholesome severity will now strengthen order for ever,
and will begin an era of felicity for the country. . The
happy event has been celebrated here, in the fortress,
and in Tepeyahualco, where the first brigade had already
arrived (and whom I have ordered to countermarch),
with every demonstration of joy. I anxiously desire {o
receive the details which your excellency offers. to. com-
municate to me, so that if the danger has entirely
ceased, I may return to to my hacienda, and may lay
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down the command eof those troops which your excel-
leney orders me to preserve here.

“ With sentiments of the most lively joy for the ‘ces-
sation of the misfortunes of the capital, I reiterate to
your excellency those of my particular esteem.

¢ God and Liberty.

“ ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA.

“ PEROTE, July 29, 1840.”

This plan had for its object the political regeneration
of the republic; and stated that six years previously a
constitution had been adopted arbitrarily, which de-
stroyed the’ lawful government of 1824, and which
appropriated to a very few all the advantages of the
social compact. The time, it stated, had come, when
nothing but the exertions of the whole nation would
win its ultimate salvation, and place Mexico in the
position she should occupy among the nations of the
earth. The first and fundamental article restored the
constitution of 1824, and called for a congress to be
composed of four deputies from each state. The con-
stitution, after a scrutiny by this body, was to be sub-
mitted to the people of each state for approval. The
third promises that the Catholic church shall be re-
spected (respectada) ;- the form of government was
guarantied to be popular, representative, and liberal,
and absolute equality was insured. The fourth pro-
vided for a temporary government in the capital, whose
functions were to be limited exclusively to foreign
affairs. Other clauses provided for the refunding of
taxes illegally levied, the elosing of all internal custom
houses, and the prohibition for ever of all taxes having
such an object as the odious /Alcabala of the Spanish

rule. All political offences since the revolution were
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absolutely pardoned. Where is the fault of this plan?
It has not even one selfish clause; yet it did not sue-
ceed. Farias also published a letter denying any
design to touch the cathedral plate, and appende.d. to
this was a letter from the archbishop, stating explicitly
that there had been no outrages committed in any of
the ecclesiastical buildings occupied by his followers. _
On the night of the 18th of August, articles of capi-
tulation were signed on both sides; and Gen. Andrade,
in the absence of Urrea, led the pronunciados from the
city to Tlanapantla, whence they dispe:rsed. When all
was evidently lost, Gomez Farias disappeared ; and
Madame Calderon says, he was supposed to be con-
cealed in the city. .
His party did not, however, lay down their arms but
on the following terms:—
«1st. Their lives, persons, employments, and proper-
ties are to be inviolably preserved. bof
94. General Valencia engages to interpose his influ-
ence with the government, by all legal means, that they
may request the chambers to proceed to reform the con-
stitution. ;
3d. All political events which have occurred, since
the fifteenth up to this date, are to be totally forgotten;
the forces who adhered to the plan of the fifteerith bemng
included in this agreement. s .
Ath. A passport out of the republic is to be given to
whatever individual, comprehended in this agreement,
solicit it.
ma{’bth. The troops of the pronunciados are to proceed
to wherever General Valencia orders them, com:‘nanded
by one of their own captains, whom he shall point out,
and who must answer for any disorders they may

commit.
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6th. General Valencia, and all the other generals
of his army, must promise, on their honor, before the
whole world, to keep this treaty, and see to its exact
accomplishment.

7th. It only applies to Mexicans.

8th. Whenever it is ratified by the chiefs of both
parties, it is to be punctually fulfilled, hostilities being
suspended until six in the morning of the twenty-seventh,
which gives time to ratify the conditions.”

Gomez Farias thus for a time disappeared from the
history of Mexico. When Bustamente was expelled
from his country he went to Europe, and amid the
double-faced court of Louis Philippe, was highly
feted and honored. It is a matter of some self-congra-
tulation that Farias sought the shores of the United
States.. Far be from us the design to impugn the
motives of Bustamente, who seems to have won the
hearts of all who came pear him. The aristocratically
disposed Madame Calderon, altogether English in her
views, and consequently disposed to support with her
ready and powerful pen that clique which would favor
the interests of her country, and as the wife of a Spa-
nish ambassador necessarily remembering that the re-
presentative of the Spanish crown who preceded him,
was a king in power and almost in station; and the demo-
cratic ambassador (comparatively speaking), all unite in
giving testimony in favor of his honesty. Of this there
i1s incontestible proof in the faets, that he laid down his
public honors and his high power, poorer than when he
entered the national palace as president, and in his long
exile was indebted for all the civility he received, not to
wealth, but worth. It may not be unsuitable here to
refer to some of the incidents of the life of Busta-
mente,
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When, in September 1810, Hidalgo and Allende
raised the cry of independence, which gathered around
them most of the true hearts of Mexico, Bustamente was
about thirty years of age, a physician in the city of
Guadalajara, which is-about fifty leagues west of Mez-
jco. He was already in possession in that career of
some reputation, when he felt himself called on to
abandon it to participate in the efforts being made
against his countrymen, the insurgents, by Spaniards,
During the four months which followed the first pro-
nunciamento, he had under the orders of Calleja fought
against the cura Hidalgo, Allende, Aldama, and Aba-
solo, the four principal figures of the great scene of
Mexican liberty. He wasa participator as a subaltern,
it is said, at the battle of Calderon, and acted so bravely
as to attract general attention to him.. The result of
this sad battle has already been described, and we will not
now follow, Bustamente through the bloodstained episodes
of this cruel war, every page of the history of which is
interesting as it is horrible. - Suffice it to say that at
length he joined the patriots, disgusted at the outrages
of Calleja and Vanegas, and became a general in the
republican ranks. It is a pleasant task to say that one
of the first efforts of his authority was to take down
from the stakes to which they had' been affixed, the
heads of Hidalgo and his comrades, whom he had op-
posed, and have them buried with the rites of the church;
for they had been inhumanly treated as persons heretical

and accursed. This was the year of the revolt of Ttur-
bide, to whom Bustamente was always loyal, and i
which for the first time he found himself in direct
opposition to Santa Anna, who was the first to declare
against, as he had been the first to hail him the em-

peror.

DON ANASTASIO BUSTAMENTE.
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From this time to 1828, when the constitutional presi-
dency was terminated, Bustamente participated in all
affairs of state. On the 30th of November, an insur-
rection broke out in the capital, for the purpose of an-
nulling the election of Pedraza, who had succeeded
Victoria, the consequence of which was the sacking of
the seat of government, the expulsion of Pedraza, and
the accession to power of Guerrero, who, though called
vice-president, was the chief magistrate de facto. In the
next year, Guerrero shared the fate of his predecessor,
except that death, not exile, was his portion.

In December, 1829, Bustamente commanded a divie
sion encamped at Jalapa, when, as happened often in
that portion of the Roman republic Mexico has ever
seemed to imitate, the soldiers proclaimed their general
the ruler of their country. On the 18th of December, he
set out for the eapital, which he approached with his
indefatigable soldiers with such rapidity, that Guerrero
was unable to collect a sufficient force to oppose him,
and deserted the seat of government, the defence of
which he confided to a subordinate officer. Mexico can-
not be approached from Jalapa without a great detour, ex-
cept over a long and exposed bridge across the lakes
which are on the western side of the city. . This causeway
existed in the time of Montezuma, and across it Cortes
marched to destroy the Aztec empire. Its communica-
tion was at the barrier of Gaudelupe, where, as well as
at the national palace, earthen defences were hastily
erected. The merchants who remembered that in the
same month of the preceding year, Mexico had been
pillaged, made other preparations for defence, and forti-
fied their warehouses. All who have ever been in any
city of Spanish America, are aware that every building
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is a castle, and in the hands of brave men, would be a
serious impediment to an enemy.

Parties of civicos (armed citizens) also patrolled the
streets. This body was created in imitation of the
national guard of France; but instead of being the
protectors, like them, of public liberty, are composed,
generally, of the dregs of the populace; and always
have been found ready to follow any enemy of public
peace.

Bustamente had marched to within a few leagues of
Mexico between the 18th and 24th. The night of the
22d and 23d was very dark, and a thick mist hung,
like an impenetrable veil, over the causeway, and con-
cealed, from the sentinels at the barrier of Guadalupe,
a black mass, which advanced rapidly towards this out-
let of the city. At length, the body of men, for such
was this mass, was discovered.

“Quien anda?”’ cried the sentinel. . .Amigos,”
was the reply. “Que genfe ?” cried the sentinel again.
“ Tropas de Mejico.” They were suffered to pass in un-
der the impression that they were partisans of Guerrero;
and as they passed, the drowsy guards asked, ¢ Donde
han vmdes dejado Bustamente?” (Where have you left
Bustamente?) and were amply satisfied by being told,
at Cordova.

Another, and yet another body of troops, were suf-
fered to pass in a similar manner.

At daybreak, these parties united into one column,
and proceeded rapidly down the streets of San Francisco
and Plateros, to the plaza del palacio, of which, as well
as of the terraces of the great palace, they took pos-
session. In but a short time, a rumor was spread
through the city, that a regiment of insurgents had
passecl the defences in disguise; and crowds collected in
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time to see them commence an attack on the startled
garrison. Shot flew over the heads of the crowd ; but
all were too anxious about the result to leave. Busta-
mente at last entered the palace, and by energetic mea-
sures restored tranquillity, and prevented any recurrence
of the scenes of 1828,

Thus was accomplished the vietory of the Yorkinos
over the Escoceses, referred to in the account of the
presidency of Guerrero. Bustamente was for three
years at the head of the government, which was in fact
administered by Don Lucas Alaman.

During his government he sought to endow Mexico
with the benefits of art and manufactures, and es-
tablished the banco de avio to protect them, and em-
ployed eminent artisans of other countries to instruct
the natives. Mexice continued, however, in a con-
dition of turmoil, in consequence of the hostilities of
Guerrero with Alvarez and Armijo, in the south of the
republic, a. state of affairs only terminated by the
death of the unfortunate president. Of all participation
in this the world has acquitted Bustamente, and
attributed it to his minister Alaman, in the life of
whom will be fally detailed all its circumstances.

In 1833, when Bustamente was replaced by Pe-
draza, and Santa Anna become president, after the
expiration of Pedraza’s term, congress was induced by
Santa Anna to banish a number of his enemies, among
whom Bustamente had the honor to be included, and was
sent under an escort to Vera Cruz, whence he expected-
to go to France. The ship which he purposed to sail
in, was not however ready, and Santa Anna ecaused
him to be confined in a hulk beneath the castle with
the vilest criminals, an indignity base as it was useless.

In 1836 he visited Europe, where he attracted much
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attention, and it is said devoted himself to the studies
of the peaceful career he had adopted in early life.

When Texas revolted he crossed the Atlantic, and
asked to be permitted to draw his sword in defence of
the rights of the Mexican nation he had once governed,
He was more fortunate than he expected ; the im-
prisonment of Santa Anna having allowed the nation to
act as it pleased, he was chosen president on the 25th
of January, 1837, and was inaugurated on the 20th of
April of the same year. His opponents were General
Bravo, his old minister Alaman, and Santa’ Anna. 'The
latter, on his return, was accused of having sacrificed
the interest of the nation by an onerous treaty he had
concluded at Washington, but found Bustamente had
forgotten all his private wrongs in the high functions of
his office.

A few days after his accession to power, Bustamente,
to allay the impatience of his troops, who had long been
unpaid, and the demands of whom the treasury was
unable to meet, paid to them from his own funds, ten
thousand dollars. He also concluded a definitive treaty
with Spain on the 8th of May, by which that power
finally consented to recognise the independence of
Mexico, and renounced all hopes of conquering it.

A severer ordeal for any ruler cannot be conceived
than that to which Bustamente was subjected. The
Mexican people have ever been prone to attribute to the
government all their misfortunes ; and the capture of
San Juan by the French won for him many enemies-
The penury of the country also added to his difficulties.
Two years after this event, congress levied an impost
of fifteen per centum on all articles brought into the
city of Mexico. Commerce was already depressed, and
this circumstance but added to the public distress: the
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many murmurs which were raised by the people, were
eagerly taken advantage of. There has always been in
Mexico a party of sincere men, lovers of the system of
government of the United States, who neglect no op-
portunity to achieve their country’s independence, who
were on this occasion headed by Farias. A series of
fights occurred, which filled up the whole space between
the 12th and the 27th of July, the result of which has been
already described in the preceding part of this chapter,
and the effect of which was that Farias was driven
into exile. There is, however, one episode which de-
serves particular mention. On one occasion the cannon
had beaten in the wall of the national palace, and it was
evident all would soon be over. The staff and friends
of Bustamente besought him to fly, but he refused, say-
ing that honor and duty required him to remain. Just
then a band rushed into the room, crying,  Death to
Bustamente !> The president advanced towards them,
threw off his cloak, and showed them his glittering uni-
form. 'This intrepidity saved his life, for the insurgents
withdrew without daring to lift 2 hand against the
representative of their nation. The popular cause, how-
ever, was but partially successful; congress removed
the new tax, and Bustamente retained his power. In
the course of but a few months, a new revolution broke
out which changed the state of affairs. Bustamente,
disgusted with power, resigned and returned to Europe
in the months of September and October, 1842. He
passed some time in travelling, and finally established
himself in Genoa, where he remained until the new
troubles of 1844 and 1845 induced him again to seek
his native land.

In June, 1845, Santa Anna arrived at Havana, in the
English steamer Medway, and met Bustamente on his

16
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way to Mexico. Had the ex-dictator gone to New Or-
leans, he would have met Farias on a similar voyage.
In the two victims of his last ambitious intrigue, he read
a lesson that honesty is the best poliey, for, though
widely differing in opinions, both Bustamente and Farias
are equally honest.

Both Bustamente and Farias have since participated
in public affairs in a ¢ivil capacity ; the one having been
president of the congress at the time of Paredes’ inaugu-
ration, and the other having contributed to the revolution
which restored Santa Anna.

Events have recently occurred which change the
whole aspect of affairs, and have produced a state of
things which may conduce ultimately to the salvation of
Mexico, provided that country does not blindly shut her
eyes to the demonstrations of experience, and confide in
the pretence of a false republicanism, which must fade
before the truth of institutions more liberal in character
and faithfully executed.

The president, Bustamente, must not be confounded
with his kinsmen Don Carlos Bustamente, celebrated
as the author and editor of many works on Mexican his-
tory and the memorials of the Aztec race, and Don Jose
Maria Bustamente, well known as a botanist and con-
tributor to the natural history of his country. The whole
family are said to be distinguished by high talent and
devotion to Mexico.




DON MARTANO PAREDES.

CHAPTER IX.

MARIANO PAREDES Y ARRILLAGA AND DON JUAN
NEPOMUCENO ALMONTE.

Election of Herrera—Paredes pronounces against him—Herrera
deposed—Paredes elected President—Deposed—Imprisoned
—Escapes to Europe—Almonte—Battle of San Jacmto—
Almonte sent minister to England and France—His char-
acter.

Generarn PAREDES is a new man in the history of
Mexico, though one of its oldest soldiers, having parti-
cipated in all the events which have occurred since the
days of Iturbide. He first appears in the history of
his country when the revolution of 1840, the one which
overthrew Bustamente, occurred.

General Paredes was one of the persons whom Bus-
tamente had especially trusted, yet he was one of those
who first pronounced against him, and evidently was
one of the prime movers of the revolution ; having been
referred to pointedly by General Valencia, in his pro-
clamation of August 30, 1841, in the same paragraph
in which he mentions Santa Anna and Cortazar, who
avowedly planned the whole movement.

At this time Paredes commanded at Queretaro, nearly
north of the city, and in the direction of Guanajuato,
and Bustamente marched against him, but was forced

to return on account of intelligence he had received that

Santa Anna was advancing to the capital from the direc-
tion of Jalapa and Vera Cruz.
There is little doubt that Paredes was very influen-

tial in this whole movement: and was understood fe




