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PREFACE.

Tae following pages consist simply of a diary
carefully kept in Mexico, and put into the present
form, in order to pass away idle time during a stay
at the Havana and a journey up the Mississippi.

There is no pretence made to any literary merit,
but the Author trusts that some little interest may
be attracted by a subject upon which as yet very
little is known in Europe.

The Engravings are all from sketches taken upon
the spot, some of them by the Count de Montholon,
an officer on the staff of General Douay, and the

rest by the Author.

St. Louls, Missouri,

Mareh 5tkh, 1867.




“Il y a des sites, des climats, des saisons, des circonstances ex-
térieures tellement en harmonie avee certaines impressions du eocur,
que la nature semble faire partie de Pime, et I'ime de la nature, et
que si on sépare la scene du drame, ou le drame de la scéne, la

scene se déeolore et le sentiment s’évanouit.

“On ne peut bien comprendre un sentiment que dans les lieux
ou il fut congu.”

RAPHAEL.
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ADDENDA.

TaBLE oF MARCHES BETWEEN VERA Cruz AND MEXICO
Mexico AND SALTILLO . CHAPTER 1

SALTILLO AND MONTEREY
THE START.
THERE are few sports more fatiguing than a long
day’s wildfowl-shooting during severe weather.
Cramped up in your punt, cold, tired, and with
half-frozen hands and feet, you only bear up, in the
hope that a good and lucky shot with the “big
gun ” may possibly bring you home “le Roi de la

Chasse.” For at this sport, more than at any

other, the shooting is “ jealous,” and every distant
report excites great speculation as to who fired it,
and what it may have brought to the bag.




