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FERNANDO DIAZ RAMIREZ

PREFACE.

THE erroneous conceptions which prevail in Europe gene-
rally, touching the facts connected with the deplorable
execution of Maximilian, late Emperor of Mexico, on
the 1gth of June, 1867, cannot fail to be wondered at by
those who, residing in Mexico at the time, were well
acquainted with the real circumstances of the case. The
sensation created in England, when the intelligence was first
received, that the Emperor had been “assassinated,” must
still be vividly remembered; but no relation of the par-
ticulars which led to that so-called “assassination” was
given; nor does it appear that the main facts connected with
the trial and the able defence made on that occasion have
ever yet been published, either in this country or on the
Continent. The communication of the important event of
the Emperor's execution was of itself sufficient to fill the
public mind with horror, under the conviction that he had
unhappily fallen into the hands of assassins— who, in
flagrant violation of every principle of law, justice, honour,

and humanity, had most cruelly put him to death. This
b




PREFACE.

impression was caused by the hurried and excited remarks
of the Public Press, on a nation which had been struggling
for a series of years to rid herself of the evil which had
been exhausting her resources, and consuming her vitality.
She was just emerging from the chaos in which she had
been engulfed—triumphant in crushing and exterminating
the intestine war that prevented her from progressing in
the scale of nations—when she was interfered with by a
colossal European Power, which prided itself upon having
reached the pinnacle of civilisation. This Power espoused
the cause of her internal foe—a corrupted Priesthood—
adverse to Liberty and Education, and, consequently,
opposed to the progress of true civilisation. An attempt
was made to establish a Monarchy, which signally failed,
and terminated in a lamentable event.

In justice to a severely-criticised people, an effort is now
made to place before the world a true and impartial state-
ment of the circumstances which led to the sad fate of the
Archduke Maximilian, sometime Emperor of Mexico.

Ambitious to occupy an exalted position—deluded by
the fallacious representations of an unauthorised body of
men, styled a “ Committee of Notables,” who pretended to
represent the Mexican nation—fascinated by the support of
the Emperor of the French, who recalled his protection when
it was most needed—this European Prince was sacrificed
through an unfortunate concurrence of circumstances.

It is always easy to censure, though sometimes most un-
gracious to do so; but as it is not the writer’s intention to
make comments on the facts connected with this epoch in

the history of Mexico, #z¢y alone are now submitted to the
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judgment of the public without fear. A scrupulous ad-
herence to truth is maintained in this work, the sole object
of which is to give general publicity to the particulars of

the events which transpired during the period referred to.

A sketch of the events precursory to the entrance of

Maximilian into Mexico, and of others which transpired

during his reign, comprises the principal matters of interest
connected with the invasion, and the most important
features of his brief career. They are here given in order
to prepare the reader for the intelligent perusal of the
Judicial proceedings embodied in the Trial.

The address delivered by the Advocates for the Defence
before the Court-martial, fairly represents the feelings of a
considerable portion of the Mexican people, including the
President Juarez, who, of himself, would have been glad to
grant a pardon ; but the voices of relatives and friends of
the victims, executed as Traitors for defending their homes
and the Law of the land, demanded an impartial and
dispassionate judgment.

London, Fune 1872.
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