BIACREETE
HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

SEcTION IV.

The Second Empire, under Maximilian.

THE Emperor Maximilian commenced his reign under
the most favourable and even flattering auspices. Instead
of declaring himself a staunch Conservative, and a firm sup-
porter of the Clerical party, which had been instrumental
in placing him on the throne, he showed signs of possessing
Liberal principles—while, on the other hand, he evaded the
principles of ultra-Liberalism by adopting a medium course >
and, in the formation of his Ministry, he displayed much
wisdom and discernment, by appointing men of moderate
Liberal ideas, who had made themselves conspicuous and
acceptable in former Administrations, and through whom
he hoped to conciliate the influential men of that party,
many of whom entertained misgivings as to the ultimate
success of their own cause; but who, faticued and nau-
seated with perpetual intestine feuds, were half inclined to
believe in the possibility of peace being permanently
restored by the establishment of a Monarchy.

Whilst this feeling existed, Maximilian, in conjunction
with the Empress Charlotte, made a tour of the newly-
created Empire, and was everywhere received with demon-
strations of confidence and rejoicings, which increased his
popularity beyond all precedent.

The Emperor departed about the middle of August to
make a journey into the interior. During that j:)urney,
which occupied two months, the personal qualities of His
Majesty attracted the sympathies of all those who had the
honour to approach him. The Emperor was pleasing in
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the highest degree by his simple, affable, and courteous
manners ; he was sure to enlist the affection of all those
who had not been touched by his foreign politics ; the
population received him with sincere enthusiasm. On the
16th of September, the anniversary of Mexican Indepen-
dence, His Majesty was at Dolores, the village where Padre
Hidalgo raised his first cry of war in 1810. On that occasion
the Emperor pronounced, from the very house of Hidalgo,
a discourse, wherein he said :—

“ Mexicans.. More than half a century, full of turbu-
lence, has elapsed since, from this humble home, went
forth from the heart of a priest the grand word of INDE-
PENDENCE, which resounded like thunder from one ocean
to the other, throughout the whole extent of Anahuac*®
and before which the servitude and despotism of many
centuries fell paralysed.”

It would appear that Maximilian was pleased with his
tour. A few days before he returned to the capital he
wrote as follows;: “My journey has been very happy up
“ to this moment, and I trust it will not be without utility.
« Everywhere I observe the same facts, an excellent popu-
“ lation, very submissive.”

The Mexican people began to regard him as the saviour of
their country, and were not unwilling to believe that, under
his rule, war would cease, and all political contentions die out.

In the commencement of his short-lived reign in Mexico,
Maximilian gave such strong evidence of possessing Liberal
sentiments, that even some of the most influential of the
Liberal party, and a large number of their partisans, were
inclined to rally round his standard : convinced, from his
having, in several instances, favourably entertained the
views and supported the measures of the former Govern-
ment, that his principles were similar to their own ; and
that by uniting with him in the restoration of order—
in rcorganizing the ruling of the country, hitherto so

* Ancient name of Mexico.
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disturbed and confused by civil war—permanent peace would
be secured, and the consequent progress and prosperity
of the nation would be rendered all but certain.

This was the time for Maximilian to consolidate his
POWET. Unfortunately, however, he was not a diplomatist,
and could not resist the insidious flatteries and artifices
of the Clerical party, who trembled at their own appa-
rently prospective failure under the Empire, which seemed
to threaten the annihilation of their hopes to re-establish
the power of the Church, whose sway had been crushed
by the Liberals after a prolonged existence of three cen-
n its most hideous phases,

turies, propagating superstition i
and swallowing up the wealth of the nation. The priests
were impatient to regain the enormous landed property
of the Church, which had been confiscated by the Liberal
Government ; and were naturally filled with alarm at the
liberal ideas expressed by their newly-elected Emperor:
knowing full well, that a germ of esteem for him in con-
sideration of his professed principles was taking root in the
breast of their enemies, and that if time were allowed for
such ideas to be matured and propagated, they themselves
would be displaced by the pressure of the Liberals, who
were ready to sacrifice their ultra-Republican proclivities,
and concert with the Emperor. Fearing such a cata-
strophe, the Conservatives resorted to every description of
sophistry and deception, to make the Emperor vacillate,
and, if possible, swerve from the plans he had formed.
Unhappily, he was too €asy a victim to flattery and cre-
dulity. The cunning of his courtiers overreached his better
judgment, and, when too late, he discovered that the new
laws he had enacted, instead of cementing the stability
of the throne, had caused the alienation of a considerable
number of his friends, who then augmented the ranks of the
. the ripening esteem of the Liberal party fell from
ystem of guerilla warfare was organized,
ps were harassed, until it became
try was an impossibility.
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EFFECT OF THE CRUEL LAW.

throughout the land, endeavouring to extinguish the sacred
flame of Reform, which had been kindled on the altar of
Liberty and Freedom of Religion, by the first Liberal
Government that ever exercised power in Mexico since the
date of her Independence : a Government which succeeded,
after many years of civil war, in extirpating the evil —that
curse of the country, which had and ever would have
hindered its progress in civilization—the power of a vitiated
Roman Catholic Priesthood! This having been achieved,
the crafty and revengeful monk appealed for aid to a
foreign nation, to reinstate him in his

former position. It
was reserved for

France to be that Power, by whom the
Archduke of Austria was induced to accept the fragile
sceptre of the prospective Empire of Mexico.

The sth article of the edict alluded to, provided, that
all persons, who, in any manner whatever, may aid or
assist the Liberal forces, by supplying them with money,
provisions, fodder for their horses, or shelter of any de-
scription, should be shot. Many were the victims who
suffered from this tyrannical and unjust law ; and many, who
were so fortunate as to escape by flight, had their habita-
tions and homesteads burned to the ground by the ruthless
forces of the Imperial Government—simply because they
were at the mercy of both parties. The Liberals, in their
marchings, levied contributions and requisitions for the
support of their troops; but it was decreed—woe betide
the individual civilian, native or foreign, who received an
unwelcome visit from those whom he was thus compelled to
aid, according to his means, either by money or provisions !
No protection was afforded him by the Empire, which ex-
pected him to resist by force of arms’the demands of the
Republicans, Such a man was doomed, by the decree of
the 3rd of October, 1865, to expiate his crime by an igno-
minious death !

Too faithfully and fatally was that edict carried out : and
many of the most respectable and pacific of the community,
let it be repeated, were shot ; whilst others, who, to avoid a
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The letter of Mr. Seward

: (United States Secretary of
State) of the 23rd of April,

1366, says :—“ The Government
“has received the satisfactory assurances of the Emperor of
“the French that all the French troops will be recalled from
“Mexico, and that France will observe a policy of absolute
“nen-intervention in the affairs of Mexico. Our Govern-
“ment will argct the same policy on the part of all Euro-
“ pean powers. Official information has been received from
“Paris and Vienna that the Emperor of
“to furnish
“France,

Austria has offered
Maximilian with troops to replace those of

and that a large number of Austrian soldiers are
“ready to be embarked for Vera Cruz Mr. Seward has
“given orders to Mr. Motley (United States Plenipotentiary)
“to demand his passport as soon as the first vessel shall
“have sailed with troops on an expedition of that nature,
“and to notify to the Government of Vienna that the
“ Austrian Minister at Washington wil

I receive his pass-
“port on the receipt of such news.

The intervention of
“any European power in the affairs of Mexico will hence-
“forth be considered by our Government as a casus Felli
“France has been engaged in a war with Mexico ; endea-
“vouring to obtain redress for the wrongs and injuries
“which she has suffered. She has now accepted the policy
“of non-intervention, of which the United St
“regards Mexico, will themsel
“future.”

ates, as far as
ves be the guardians 'in

Here it may be stated that the Emperor Maximilian had
several months previously made preparations to leave
Mexico and return to Europe, The Austrian frigate Zsabel
was lying in the port of Vera Cruz, waiting for any emer-
gency ; and the principal portion of Maximilian’s luggage
had been despatched from the city of Orizaba, where he
was residing, and had actually reached Vera Cruz. On its
arrival there, the French Consul at that port became cogni-
sant of an occurrence so significant ; and not having pre-
viously received the slightest intimation from the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the French forces that such might
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happen, he instantly telegraphed to Marshal Bazaine, in Ilhc_

city of Mexico, communicating the intelligence, and asking

3 -1 he reen
instructions how to act in the case. That General—betwee

whom and Maximilian an official estrangement ha(f li]'oz
some time existed—replied by a peremptory comm,a; ; t ad
the luggage should not be permitted to be Clﬂbd‘ﬁxt' - 321_
at the same moment sent a telegram to the oﬂic.cr in cod ;
mand of the forces at Orizaba, to place l\-Ia.:\clmfllanY-ui\ LZ
arrest, as he contemplated a departure froml Mexico \\.1t1101.1
that formal abdication which Bazaine desired, prob:lﬁiwby m}
order to be left free to treat with the head of_t'ne f‘ Cld
~Juarez—whose position was now daily ___qm\\-t.n‘_g
stronger, and whose ultimate triumph was gr'fldugl.ly b;—
more apparent, whilst that of the Imperial Gover
ment was becoming more despcra.te every hour. =
Here, again, during this critical s‘tate .of a I.Ei!m\,.-p,_‘{;:
Clerical party exerted their strongest m_ﬂut;nc.e over ;n;to
milian to prevent such a disastt?i‘ to their prospccts‘. an <
induce him to remain in possession of the throne, p]om}s g
and 20,000,000 dollars for

party

coming

him an increase of his army,
their support.
On the 22nd of Nov
the Ministers and Councillors of State ass
er with his Majesty. -
zatl’iff;?ii“{“ false rcprf:sentation? :T'“.d deluswc‘.’dhopis;
which could never be realized, Maxzflullan returne to.t' u;
city of Mexico, in spite of the :_1dv1cc to ab(llf:atc, gllxtzld
privately by sterling friends at Of'izaba. whom l:;—.l ?0;}51;“"11
on the matter: one being a highly respectable _.Iflb ia
gentleman and manufacturer, whose kngwledgc & tn.
Mexican Clerical party, acquired by a t‘hlrty yefxrs fr(:::
dence, enabled him to form a correct judgment O e

robable result. o oo
: Another fatal step was also taken at this juncture by .th(f
now tottering Empire—the recall from exileof ?\t.[hose notorflcz;m

; ir i C arquez. e
Generals, Miguel Miramon and Leonardo Marq

sidency e Success
former had been deposed from the Presidency on the succe

ember, by command of the Emperor,
embled at Ori-
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of the Liberal arms in the year 1860 ; and he it was, it will be
remembered, who attached the large sum of 600,000 dollars
belonging to the English bondholders, which was held in
trust by the British Legation. Marquez had served under
the Presidency of Miramon, and in his prowlings over the
country, was infamous for acts of brutal ferocity, casting even
the barbarities of Caligula into the shade. Many horrifying
and well-authenticated examples of this might be related,
but a full portraiture of them would be unfit for any publi-
cation. They were of such a description, however, that, on
his return, the remembrance of the foul and flagrant deeds
that he gloried in perpetrating, caused Mexico to blanch
with terror ; and a thrill of horror went through the land, in
dread of a repetition of his former diabolical acts. Any
appeal for support made to such wretches could only
damage Maximilian’s already critical position, and exas-
perate the Liberal party to an exterminating war, beyond
all hope of pacification. The presence of these Generals at
the consultation at Orizaba, above alluded to—the assurances
of success they held out, combined with the persuasions of
the Priesthood and ultra-Clerical party—prevailed on Maxi-
milian to continue at the head of the Empire after the with-
drawal of the French troops, and thus to renew the fearful
strife which had-formerly raged between Conservatives and
Liberals, spreading desolation throughout the land for more
than ten years previously. It was no longer a contest for
the support and protection of the Monarchy—it had now
merged into a struggle for ascendency between the original
contending factions : and if the Clerical party had succeeded
in reinstating themselves with stability by annihilating their
rivals, it is more than probable that the position of the Em-
peror would then have been treated with but scant respect,
and his person with but grudging courtesy, even if they had
not openly repudiated his right to govern as soon as their
own purposes had been served. So far, it must be evident,
Maximilian was made a tool of; and it is needless to
speculate on what might have resulted if the Clerical party
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had conquered : but true it is, as the sequc—:ll will sho\»_'_. th.;}t t;}‘c
“tiger ” Marquez (such was his \}'ell—mentcd s::é;’zgzu.!)g Ibi
regarded any power superior to his own, even before ih.e n";
overthrow of the Empire, by the entrance of the Liberals
into Queretaro on the 15th of May, 1867, when the Emperor
was made prisoner. — 2
On the 3oth of November P"Ia:?mulaan 1'::501\.'(_:(1 t(_;-
retain power and to return from Orizaba to thc_ city 101
Mexico—only two months previous to thc‘ departure Qf t u}
French troops from the Capital. Early in the morning }o‘
their leaving, they were reviewed by M.arshal Bazau:c,'o.l‘l t\ TL
open space in front of the C%udadj_'ia (c1tac1‘cl), on\tin‘,‘“ cstn; n,
side of the city, from whence, in 11131'c111ng_auru.~.s_to t}u:
coast side of the Capital, they had to pass in fro_nt of t 1;
Palace, under the open windows of the room in \':'luc 1
Maximilian (Emperor to them no longer) was suate.d. buti
he did not make his appearance, to exchange the uij'm
courteous valedictory salutations with the C.o:mnanficx-l-n_-
Chief of the French forces and his officers ; which m;‘unfcst«v:ld
the unfriendly feeling that now, and for some time pre-
i > had, existed.
VIO'ltjls:c} 1:3:51;6 selected for the “ march-past” (}:’ar{m—'zf pirm;
la Syrie) is said to have been a studied afﬁ'.on‘t, in 1]1"(}1(:1!!1.: :)r
the position of the abandoned—the f.or:.;:-l'kel.} ..,m.pu.u
Who can estimate the real state of B-Ia.\'umll_an 5 ﬁ:c.hng:, m;
the expiring notes of the martial air were lost in thc;iis:?mlc:l
—separated now, and for ever, from the army which 1_(1 :
placed him on the throne, and had beujn plvcdgcd to m}pporf
him there—whose simple presence inspired a i't:ellmg (.Jf
security !—Gone, all gone! A tremulous scnsaltjc:"n.l[.]l
solitude, and a dark foreboding, could scarccl?' h:;\.“L ai :c)
to pass through his mind at that moment, wﬁhcn tlfc trat; .[‘
of the French troops ceased to be heard. : DlstanF rc—wm lhl
affectionate and amiable wifcfwh? had fruitlessly j\O;lTl ncyvgc‘
to Europe, to solicit further aid in support of‘t-h(_ i;lr'nl:rtc.(;
which was rapidly losing its prestige, and was LiUI?{l u?L_r,' :
the ground—deprived of her counsel under such trying
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circumstances, he must have been cowed wit
not overwhelmed with despondency :

strangers ; surrounded by courtiers, je
own personal interests—w

h dejection, if
left to comparative
alous solely of their
ho had nothing to lose, but who
were keenly alive to the desperate aspect of

Now came the decisive struggle.
French army was closely fol

affairs,

The retreat of the
lowed up by the Liberals, who,
as the former receded to the coast, posted troops along the
line of route from the Capital to Vera Cruz ; and so the
Empire was reduced to the small portion of territory, and
the few towns still held in occupation.

Maximilian must have been obstinately blind not to have
recognised his precarious position at this moment. It is
incredible that he could have been ignorant of the qualities
which characterised the two Generals Miramon and Marquez
—whom he now placed in command of the Imperial forces
—inasmuch as, at the instigation of the Britis}
they had been exiled from Mexico, that Gove
withheld its recognition of the Empire unt
had been taken,

h Government,
rnment having
il such a step

To recall these men, who were held in
such general detestation by the people, irre
differences in political opinion,

spective of
could not fail to exasperate,
more than ever, the opponents of the Conservatives, and
naturally arouse their indignation against Maximilian—for
whom they entertained a certain amount of compassion, in
consequence- of the deception that had been practised on
him at Miramar by the Committee of Notables, and the
influence which France had exercised over his actions.
This flagrant error was unpardonable ; there were no ex-
tenuating circumstances in the case, to warrant such a
censurable, such a suicidal, measure as that of recalling
Marquez, and appointing him General-in-Chief of the
Imperial forces, and Governor of the capital of Me
A monster who had revelled in the foulest crimes, causing
his name to ring like a death-knell through the land,—his
barbarous cruelties will never be obliterated from the
memory of Mexicans. In his maraudings over the country

Xico.
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in every dircction, previous to his exile, he, with his followers,
butchered an entire family at Tepeji del Rio—he himself
crowning the dark deed by taking up an innocent baby by
the feet, and smashing its head against the wall! At Tlas-
cala he had women bound by ropes, hung to the branches
of trees by their breasts, and flogged ; and then abandoned
them to a horrible death of lingering torture. In the town
of Pachuca he visited the domicile of an English family; and,
not content with his booty, dragged the lady of the house
into the courtyard, and threatened to shoot her if she did
not disclose more hidden treasure. Her cries reached the
hearts of the more merciful soldiers, who saved her life from
the savage monster whom they called captain. The recol-
lection of such atrocities excited the Liberals to the highest
pitch of indignation, and caused their ranks to increase
daily. The struggle of the Mexicans with each other was
thus renewed: the Conservatives, or adherents to the
Empire, were arrayed against the Juarez or Liberal Govern-
ment, which was temporarily installed at Zacatecas.

At an assembly of Ministers held in the city of Mexico on
the 14th of January, 1867, the Minister of War declared
that he counted on an effective force of 26,000 men; the
Minister of Finance believed he could provide eleven
millions of dollars from the actual revenue, which could
be increased to twenty-four millions, and then to thirty-six,
as the Imperial Government re-established its authority in
the country.

The campaign was opened by General Miramon, who
marched from the Capital to Zacatecas, levying en route
forced loans on the towns and villages. In this expedition
Miramon was defeated, and retired on Queretaro, at which
place the Emperor resolved to concentrate the principal
part of his army, and where he made his appearance, in the
early part of February, 1867, at the head of his forces, with
his General-in-Chief, the notorious Marquez. Immediately
after his entrance into Queretaro the Liberals besieged

the place, simultaneously with Vera Cruz and Puebla, and
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cut off all supplies from those fortified places, which -' >
as\;;;:t_occupied by the troops attached to thc-iimpire o
: ljalst tl?e contest was being carried on at these different
points, General Marquez managed, by a strategic m
tosteal away from Queretaro with about 500 car:*'tlr 7, with tl
ostensible design of joining the besieged at Pucl;la)\‘v;:) ]'t “:’
sorely pressed. He first marched to the Capita].to 01‘:;“
tog-ether as many troops as possible ; and there ,)rc Z;'dcr
train of artillery, ammunition, provisiéns. bagga *’(I)-“"[:;Tr: z
and bullion, with which he proceeded tbwa?gs %’uct;]bbc"flf};’
a bold front, sanguine of success. The Libclmls u.-'cjc“rii)tl
less active, and-buing. watchful, and well-informed of the
fnove_mcnts and intentions of Marquez, they resolved on giv-
ing him no chance of relieving Puebla, but to take the t;)wn
at once by assault. This was bravely effected, at a sacrifice of
nearly 3000 men, in the beginning of Apri’i, 186:7' by ;}(:e
fo_rccs under the command of General Porfirio D;'qz} wh
directly afterwards marched to encounter I\Iarqucz‘ c:n h'o
way from the city of Mexico. They signally d(—.‘fc’ltl.‘(.l hi .
at San Lorenzo, and captured the entire pnmphckrn'tli'l 2:’
war, as well as the bullion. The Imperialists flcd(in[ all
d.lrcctu}ns. Marquez succeeded in escaping, and reached t‘hc
city of Mexico with less than a score of his panic-stricker
comrades. General Porfirio Diaz followed up his‘victor]
by approaching the Capital, which he soon after surreundeﬁ
a_nd vigorously besieged, cutting off all supplies, at the same
;;m(l: that Queretaro was in a precisely similar pos_it‘im:
oth these fortified cities were suffering . :
causes, although the fighting at Oucrezarir(zi':sttl;; ?::]Z
severe. Soon the scarcity of pm\iigi(ms began its slow l;s
certain work. 5 s
On the night of the 14th of May, 1867, the Emperor
presided at a council of war, when it was resoivc[al to
make an attempt to break through the lines of the enem
on -thc following day, and fight them on the open ﬁc]g
This manceuvre might or might not have been cﬂ'cctcd:
However, dark treason was undermining his plans. An officer

anceuvre,
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(Colonel Lopez) in whom Maximilian implicitly confided,
—on whom he had bestowed unlimited favours—whom }iel
had countenanced and trusted as a friend—at that eventfu
moment betrayed his benefactor and Emperor. Lopez,
who has been universally execrated, and b}z none melrz
so than by the Mexican Liberz}l party,. dc—lzl-lvered‘up “t_
fortification of Santa Cruz, in which Maximilian unsusp(;;:ce
ingly reposed. It appears that ‘Lopez l.md 1a_n ailc.omgp s
called Jablonski, a native 01.' F Ctland,1 mA this o i:;d i
famy. The Emperor and his generals \\f:re surp ;itulatc
the morning of the 15th of May, and had to caf
i iking a blow. :
“Ilfll:ll?;tnzi:it:c‘lﬂzrs of this perfidious act are fully explained
i wo following declarations. .
c g;cio:‘e? quzmaf. second staff-officer of the Im;i}crlalf
army, states:—*“ About four o’clock, AM., on thi I}_)Elalsig)
“ May, the - secretary of the Er:nperor (Senor jC {-11 =10)
“entered the apartments occupied by General _ as} 1‘ 0_,mc_
“myself ; he informed me that the enemy \‘\-asdm ttu, ce
“tery. - I instantly told the General, and rushed ou o
«T retired with much precaution, 1.?'hen I met a;;;')r(zla(:q i
“ at the beat of the drum, five or six officers, behind who
« ZW ing on.
LOECIL r::siccac.)zjclcpgin advance in_ the myiddle- of thcm—, and
« addressing myself to Lopez, said, ‘ What l;s the giitiz
« ¢ Colonel 2” He did not reply, and I could o scr\;;fci: e I
« seemed desirous to keep behind that group of o ;:Lz;.cm
“had scarcely pronounced jhf)se W(li)rdg “i::; cilxgc‘c((:}urc 1this,
C y me, said 1n a loud v y < DEC
:‘ \‘\11;1:&'.:1?’5 b"f"llljigci&'as cibne by seven or eight solc:ers Whﬁ
« were behind, and whom I bhad not observed. T‘ atts.!_?iic
“ guard marched me to“]-'ards the garf!ecndabmlt twenty
“vyards fr he door, where we remained. :
yar::.li;'ic:l}?a:ltimc I supposed Lopez h?.d been n:a:idz pr1;
C like myself, but I could not conceive why he did no
i ' i inue h with those officers
“ i0in me, seeing him continue to marc : ficets
t JtZ:""irds' another door of the edifice, from twenty to twenty
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“five yards distant, which led to the quarters of the com-
" Pany of sappers, thence to a guard of military police, and
“to the interior of a fortified W
“road leading to La Cruz
“For about a quarter of an hour I could observe that
“some persons, coming from the interior, went tow
“detachments of'infantry, and made them advance on the
“convent by its two entrances, and by a large court-yard,
“which they reached by a holein thewall. That court com-
“ municated on the south with the line of San Francisquito,
“and on the north with the hospital. At that moment I
“heard Lopez, at a short distance, say, in a loud voice,
“ marching rapidly on,

“‘This way, General, this way.’

“I had a moment of extreme joy, for I momentarily
“supposed that Lopez had succeeded in escaping, and that
“it was to General Castillo that he pointed out the road by
“which the enemy had advanced ; but that illusion was
“of short duration, for quickly afterwards I was marched
“towards a platform constructed against the wall of the
“left enclosure, where I was joined by seven or eight of my
“ comrades, already prisoners. It was not till then that I
“could comprehend all that had passed before my eyes
“with such order and silence, because no firing was made
“from any post, and the movement was not observed from
“the tower.
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“Amongst the prisoners were commandants of all the
“various posts, except that of the tower, and each one began
“to relate what Lopez had said to them in order to divide
“them. To the commandant of tie cemetery he said,
“that a battalion of General Marquez, eluding the vigilance
“of the enemy, had succeeded in reaching the ¢ Plaza,’ and
“that it was from detachments of that troop that he re-
“lieved the guard, which had to join his battalion to under-
“take an operation at the break of day. He induced
“Lieut. Hans to draw his piece towards La Cruz, because
“a detachment had revolted at that place ; withdrew him




