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transpired while he swayed with full power on the im-

perial throne.
What I have written in regard to the relative value

and progress of the Empire and Republic of Mexico,

has mot been prompted by any
Imperialism, nor by any personal enmity to the Presi-
dent or Cabinet of the Republic, with whom I have had

tincture of taste for

none but amicable relations.
The engraving of the place where the execution of
d is taken from an excellent draw-

the Emperor occurre
friend, Mr. Joux M. PricE, an

ing made for me by my
English gentleman, and engineer on the Vera Cruz
Railroady’ It isa far better view than any photograph

ever taken of that ground. None were taken at the

very time of the execution.
1f T have failed to embalm the name of that good

man, MAXIMILIAY, in 3 pleasant style, I hope that the

value and interest found in the miaterials of this work

will compensate for the poverty of their dress.
FREDERIC HALL.

RUTLAKD, Vi., December, 1867,

CHAPTER L

Ausiria—Her accessi
sions —House of Ha ‘s
zhmurf“burg Its origin—Descendants

ou 7 S
mti? we (E.ot‘fpt backward the notches on the lone
Sdny sure o l'imm, for ten centuries, and by a maﬂi?;
d bring up the then living fir i o
wand brng ! g from their subferraneo
rl:; el[l)l;:gs{ mt:,}t:.l certain part of the territory watered tl)!;
nube, the ear would cateh tl :

- . e sound of Qest-reic
S;;St country), as the appellation of Austria. That tef
; ‘- ryfvma the nucleus around which, subsequently, h

L](;I‘l ormed the great Austrian empire Sa
Vista\::; aCf;:fully lwslalw that empire through the long
ges, we shall not fail to obs b

. S, W : serve that its i
ieal and territorial o
phases have been more div
t-h; number of the centuries. i
f we now examine it i
it In a geographi i
cal, and linguistic point of vi%w awnglllgll, ethn_oigr‘ﬁphl-

> ; : congsider 1
fltlul ;01‘:? piece of Mosaic work. It has been obserlxt:eg
hu.nd ule ethnographical map of Austria exhibiés one
- t;e( and twen-t_v different groups of nationalities
Sani- 1elmlmbcr of lingmistic groups nearly two thOlT

t suggests itself to one’s mind that the workers
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i v - £ b
on the Tower of Babel might have s_c-tt-led t]me. -It;j-[ii
a2 vote of those different races, the pieces otiF]]at {uél;'mt
: . = ' e ey ‘cu
work eould be disunited, what great polt

able replace them ?
would be able to replac : e : =~
1f the diversified lands of that empire have 1(;115_; b:DeO
1 * WOE } o
illuminated by the gladsome light of pm(.::’, f m},ﬁ (S,
i of azing licht of camp-lires.
- S » of the blazing licht o
have had their share o o ok S
And as their mighty hosts clashed the glittering steel,
they counterfeited the star_s o_f hem-'@. semeeens
If we olance at the variations made by the linger
o torior lines of that empire,
Time, as it has traced the exterior imes of tha' copi
we ‘:i:'ﬂl cee that it has been as meandering in its cours
as the winding Amazon. e S
As wé review the history of Austria, in all its points,

we shall be unmistakably impressed with the fact, that,

s heen oenius

with its coverning power, there has been l‘;l?;\lt.l:,(“]m:

e nd i i /i its rulers
great foresight, and indomitable will. And it 1ts

ing ccordinge to
have civen value and importance to things ac?uuhns_ 2
; 2 z . - . 5 s 5 “'
their Tdi'{\m}n->-'ions, it is only what poh‘m al ];rllbtorji,l‘u“e
. : B rerful natione e charge
'] o every other poweriu !
i % tory would bring more

of the aggrandizement of .t,envl T
than Austria into the culprit’s l;wx. nd | el
were to be tried in the order 0? the mag;nf 1}:.:{
crimes, Austria might not be first vull;c:.n\t {::e :t\ £
Tf, among the various groups of t} subj ..,wh oo
d'n'e’rsitv of their interests, there has 11@1011 )m:‘ g
1>1ainine;; against the throne, the same h_a:, ~)c elllhoun—hht.he
by e\'e;{f other nation, at different periods, ?the ;th@,-.;
cause of the one may not have been 'Ehat o e .thg m;;f.
Still some cause has exis?ed, in the estimation ;
contents, for the (‘0111!).lmnt_‘ ; s e il
During a long period of time, the r{‘] (;o‘m.nm.s .
sprang from the House of anl,(.l.g: e/ i
Aus a received the title of dukes in 'thc 12th g :
S rer-faili Asitor, at his a-ppmnted time
Death, that neverfailing visitor, delan Lo
walked in, and drew a notable mar
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record of that house, in the year A, p. 1246. That visitor

then carried away the last of the male line thereof.

Soon thereafter the main study of the inhabitants of

that empire was skill in the use of the sword, the battle-

axe, and the spear. There was a long struggle with the
contending elements of war. The times, the eircum-
stances, did not fail to present a man of powerful mind,

a leader of men, who shaped events according to his

will.  That man was Ruporrn or Harssure, Emperor

of Germany, who was born in 1218, and son of Albert
IV., Count of Hapsburg.

He placed his son Albert upon the throne of Austria,
in the year 1282. Thus dates the beginning of that
illustrions House of Hapsbu rg, as connected with Austria,
which has so long, so powerfully, and so successfully
swayed the destinies of a vast portion of Europe; al-
though, as has been observed, not without its terrible
struggles, its alternate losses and gains,

As the years rolled on, the cirele of its territorial ju-
risdiction extended wider and wider, by the force of mar-
riage, purchase, and inheritance, until its superficial area
had expanded far beyond that of any other State in the
German Empire. This vast aceession of territory neces-
sarily elevated the rank of its sovereign head. Rodolph
IV. assumed the title of Archduke Palatine in 1859;
and he further marks his reign by the acquisition of
Tyrol, in 1363. To the Archdukes thereof was allotted
the high position of Emperor of the mighty Germanic
Empire. As we trace back its history, we observe that
on the list of emperors taken from among those Areh-
dukes, the first was Alfred II, who acknowledged the
receipt of that imperial ecrown in the year 1438,

The holy link of matrimony that united the exceed-
ingly ambitious Maximilian I, at the age of eighteen,
to Mary, daughter of Charles the Bold, Duke of Bur-
gundy, in 1477, became as it were an extension of
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Austria’s territorial chain, which enf:iose?_kF]ftizjiﬁé
Franche Conté, and all the LowlCouut_nos,:. A \e*.x .qi\_m
ceremony of marriage of Fm'd1;1:1;1;1‘;1&“:\1“?1;1:- 11?2,1_ \\.":ls

* Tuouis, King of Hungary anc hemis, i
?)*utL C"c.he’ Seedu sown for another national imtlh\:s;e:fﬁ
Austria. That harvest became cﬁ"ulct\mi or;. : lnmel i
of the said king, which event transpired ixt -trm n.d “.ath-
Mohaez, in the year A.D. 15‘2‘6; when }-eu;;n::orel?ouse
ered the two latter kingdoms into the great

f his empire. ; 5
5 1_'1::311 tIEw history of the sixteenth century,the bold,

1tious es V. left his mark

the enterprising, and ambitious Charles V. lelﬁ hi ; u.‘(d
; C oS 143 a 3 T se
indelibly stamped. His own ambitious designs lt}J :

‘ it : f ions Mot he in-
amn the internal vigor of other nations ]E-UIC _1than =
ﬂ{mm‘e of any other sovereicn head n Europe. s :
tartling, and viewed with Jealous:.].l “1(.

Bl = e Sd 1 by
a, in his day, were unequa t?u 'y

JOW s was the great captam
© any ower. He was g ai
those of any other p . S
the age, in whom was embodied the advanemng I!fu .
i he ruler: of half the world. e

> fimes Te was the ruler of he .
e ining light ¢ o crowned heads, and
was the oreat shining light among s L
I ‘:\he(l i&* lastre on the surrounding Kinge mn\l. - i
= o ; ; He adapted ther

as remarkable. ac ;
knowledge of men w _ e
talents and abilities to their proper ‘b}‘lh(“l-{, s e

d as appropriately as a joiner fits his various pieces
and as appropria
o & he 24th day of February,

He was born at Ghent, on the = Ll

: s the s f Philip the Hand-

3 cear 1500. He was the son o Har
in the year 1500. . ; ‘ S
o. Archduke of Austria, and gi andson of M 1\{11']11{ =
some, A 1, oy o

: 1 Mary—the latter being the only child of Cha

and Mary, s o
Bold. i : i
th?[‘hc blood of Charles V. trickled down ;[‘;n-)}l,—l] =
ihe = ity : 5 >X1C0, W

ins of the late Maximilian, Emperor {ﬁ Me e

- ; mmili at suffered 1mpriso nt.
:  Maximilian that su ‘ ‘

was nof the only Maxi L ; e

The erandfather of Charles V. :111(_1111)&(1,}'. l; e

i qs‘lte force. to take the city of Bruges,m 12855

adequate )

success was star!
acquisitions of Austri
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result of which was, that he became imprisoned, but
afterward favored with his liberty by giving
for his fidelity.

The increasing fear of other European States, ocea-
sioned by the territorial aggrandizement of Austria and
the feuds between Protestantsand Catholics, produced the
Thirty Years’ War, that commenced in 1618. The result
of its termination was the treaty of Westphalia, in 1648,
which secured the independence of the German States,

By the treaty of Utrecht, Austria gained the Ttalian
provinces, in 1713.

The power, the wealth, the lustre of Austria could
not proteet its crowned heads from that fate which is re-
served for all mortals. The last of the male line of the
House of Hapsburg answered the summons from the
grave, in the year A. ». 1720. That summons was
served on Charles IL  In consequence thereof the sue-
cession to that throne fell to his daughter Maria Theresa,

who was succeeded by her son, Joseph IL

Francis IL, at the age of 24, became imperor of Ger-
many, King of Bohemia, Hungary, etc., having succeeded
his father, Leopold II., in 1792.  Some of his claims and
pretensions were contested, and the field of battle be-
came the forum of trial and decision. Afier three un-
successful campaigns, as different periods, against the
French, he lost much of his territory. The decision
thereon, made by the sword, was registered by the pen,
in the treaty of Presburg. Tn 1804, he assumed the
title of Francis T, Emperor of Austria; and in 1806
yielded up that of Emperor of Germany. Thus, through
an unbroken line, male and female, did the House of

Hapsburg hold the dignity of the title of Emperor ot
Germany from 1437 until 1806, when the dissolution

of that great Germanic empire was recorded as an his
torical fact,

hostages

Francis doubtless thought that he had taken out a
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policy of insnrance when he gave the band of his dangh-
ter, Maria Louisa, to Napoleon L in 1810. But the
premium paid produced no security. Francis found it
necessary to array himself against his son-in-law, in 1813,
on account of the unbounded ambition of the latter. He
united with Russia and Prussia, entered the field him-
gelf against France, and there yemained with his forees
until peace. The darkness which then overhung Europe,
was only dispelled by the glimmering light of the sword ;
and the gleaming thereof guided the pen that recorded
the treaty of 1815. By which treaty, not only did Fran-
cis L regain the greater part of his lost territory, but
cemented firmer than ever the contending elements of
the Austrian Empire.

Franeis L. died in 1835, leaving the throne to his son
Ferdinand L, who, in consequence of the political reve-
lution in 1848, the fatigue of State affairs, added to an
enfeebled state of health, decided to abdicate, at Olmutz,
the 2d of December of that year, in favor of his brother,
Archduke Francis Charles; who on the same day trans-
ferred his right to that throne to his eldest son, who
was declared to be of the age of majority at 18, and
who is the present Emperor of Austria. The storm
then gathering over the house of Hapsburg was threat-
ening, and angured danger. Hungary refused to recog-
nize the new monarch, and constituted a Republic,
ander Kossuth, April 14th, 1849, which was short in its
duration. By August, the superior force of Austria
became victorious, and Hungary a conquered province.
Fickle-handed Fortune was not more constant to Austria
than to others. The Empire has lost beautiful Venice—
the territory over which His Majesty Maximilian gov-
erned a short period, with leniency, receiving on his de-
parture evidence of affection and regret on the part of
the subjects therein.

Such is a brief outline of some of the noted changes
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and_ conditions of the Austrian Empire and its rulers
during a long period of centuries. :
history we will here tie up.

This roll of Austrinn’

The foregoing has been written that the mind of the
r(ade‘r may be refreshened by a glance at some of the
prominent characteristie features of the history of that
country and family wl s

untry : ience sprang the main subje
this work. I ¥ s

If it may someti i

ay somet : 2
e s imes be said that, among the numerous
.WI s that flow from the same pure source, some

;o.s}e waters are not impid, may be discerned, it o-m,
no 3 < . : e - %
o t s be stated of that branch of the Hapsburg foun-
(:un W hich wound its way into the North -ﬂlflerie‘ln

: W : . :
.}untlnent-. That branch has dried up. The dryine up
t ro. il = n - - n = i = =3
Pi(:(()i;)ﬂll,\(‘d millions of human tears to sush ﬂ:rth
but whilst it ran it was cryst: b :
o ; ran 1t was crystal clear, and beneath its
adis - o ace wo % ;
diant surface were seen the shmine pebbles of Trutk
Honor, Justic Chari L o i
, Justice, and Charity.

: Let 11.‘5‘(11"01)‘1.]'10. curtain over long-past events, and
riNg up In review scenes of a nearer date :




