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¢ His life was gentle ; and the elements
So mixed in him, that Nature might stand up,

And say to all the world, This was & 1aan!”
SHAKSPEARE—J. CESAR

NERDINAND MAXIMILIAN, late Emperor of

= Mexico, who could trace a blood connection for
nearly six centuries with the ruling monarchs of Austria,
early period of life made the last move
Joard of nations, has been the subject
ic of much conversation.
in monrnful

and who at an
on the great chesslk
of much thought and the top
Alas ! to many, the subject of sad thonghts,
silence.
It may
Tmperialism, to found a new
while the tide of Republican
confines of the American Continent, was a
but if so, it was an error

be said that leaving the ancient grounds of
dynasty in the New World,
ism was rollinz up to the
great error
of the head

into which he fell;
and not of the heart.
Whatever may be the odinum which some of the in-
habitants within his new territorial sphere may have
heaped upon him, it eannot dim the lustre in which his
name will appear, not only to thonsands of Mexicans,
but to the candid people of every other nation. His
character, like that of every other man of position, will
doubtless be traced in opposite colors; for who has not
some enemies? And who is perfect ?
“No human quality is so well wove

Tn warp and woof, but there’s some flaw in it.”
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portrait was painted in Mexico, and from which photo-
graphs were made; and the engraving herein was copied
from one of those photographs.  No State occasion ever
occurred on which it became necessary for Maximilian
to present himself in that imperial splendor of purple
and white, with crown and sceptre. Had any event
required that regal pomp, he would have graced in
stately style the robe, with all the dignity of Charles
V., united to far more gentleness of manner. But in
trath he had no anxious desire to dress in gorgeous
pomp. He dressed plainly, and the insignia of rank were
only exhibited when time and place, by the rules of eti-
quette, demanded it.
Maximilian was about six feet and two inches in
hr—:ig_,rh‘t.,'well-p1'<\>port.'lcm-:zd1 licht complexion, large blue
and penctrating eyes, high and broad forehead, and
rather large mouth ; his hair was light flaxen-color, and
rather thin in quantity, which he parted in the centre
of his forehead, and also in the middle of the back part
of his head, brushing the same forward. His whiskers,
moustache, and goatee, were lighter colored than his
hair, and very long; particularly the goatee, which he
parted in the centre of his chin and twisted each half to
its respective side, turning the same under, thereby
making its length not clearly observable. He possessed
a fine, intelligent, and commanding look; stood straight,
and withal had a pleasantness of expression. He was
favored with a natural kindness of temper—an urbanity,
elegance, and refinement of deportment, which, it may
be said, would be expected from one who had received
the advantages of a familiar intercourse with the highly
polished personages of the European Courts. Yet if
may well be remarked, that Nature gave him a greater
share of mildness of temperament than is allotted to the
majority of mapkind. That quality was apparent on all
occasions, and it made him troops of friends.

MAXIMILTAN. 17
i
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fraught with the elements of success, and to mark out a
road that might lead safely to it. Althongh he could
only conjecture as to his future destiny, he cherished
exalted views, and resolved to go adorn his mind that it
would be able to reflect lustre in any position that might
perchance fall to his lot. He looked back along the
Jine of his ancient family, and saw the bright intellectnal
lights at their respective stations: then ambition flamed
his own mind as he wheeled about and fancied he saw
posterity gazing at him, in the regular order of that
same line.

He was most laborious with his books ; his know
ed; he delved into the abstruse sciences, fami-
liarized himself with ancient and modern history, and,
as has been stated, his attainments in lingnistics were
of a high order, having been well instructed in the dead
as well as the living languages. As he had determined
to prepare himself for the navy, he made the science and
art of navigation special studies. He entered the Aus-
and received a most severe
taining thereto.

ledge

was vari

{rian navy at an early age,
training in the tactics and practice per
His proficiency soon became remarkable; and he was
made a licutenant at the age of eighteen. Although
thoroughly drilled in solid studies, he was possessed of
the love of msthetics; he admired the beauties of art,
and for them, he cultivated, with an increasing appetite,
his taste.

At an early age he acquired a desire to travel—to
at fancy had drawn, with the originals in
other lands. Tt was a pleasant relish to feed his mind
aupon the beauties of statuary, architecture, poetry, and
painting. His mind was such a storehouse of ancient
and modern learning, that he was prepared to drink in
the exquisite beauties of art. He thought of Greece and
Rome as great galleries of fine arts. At the age of six-
teen he visited Greece. And there he could spend hours

compare wh
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After that visit with Napoleon had been finished,
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Maximilian proceeded through Belgium and Holland to
Northern Germany ; also to Southern Germany and the
banks: of the Rhine, admiring with intense interest the
beauties presented to the view in those densely populated
regions, where art and nature had combined in forming
the useful and the beautiful.

That Maximilian was exeessively fond of travelling,
we have already had ample proof: that he profited by
it, is equally clear. While the scenes of Belgium and
the Rhine were still freshly pictured in his memory, he
returned again to glance at the originals.  Tn 1857, he
glided npon the beautiful waters of the Rhine, where
the works of the ancients and moderns stand ont in bold
contrast.  His eyes caught this and that ancient castle;
and while thus closely viewing the footprints of Time,
he turned his thoughts nwardly and looked upon a page
of memory, and read the date, the history of the walls
and grounds of many a contest that lay before him—the
lords and knights all steeled in armor, who mingled
there in the affray. And may he not have said: % What
one of Hapsburg was there 27

He passed thence into Lombardy and Central Italy,
and then to Merry Old England, where he passed an
exceedingly pleasant time, j udging from the manner in
which he spoke of Queen Victoria, He never mentioned

dier name but in the greatest kindness in Iy presence,
When there, he felt that he was among true friends.
Taking his departure therefrom for the second time, he
found himself in Belgium. That busy land soon came
to be the centre of his attractions. He had before ob-
served there the works of art with much mterest: that
densely thronged country, where nearly every foot of
land is cultivated, had agriculturally drawn his atten-
tion. But now there was something of more importance
than all those. The object was not the skill of art—
No! art could not adorn it. It illuminated his whole
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any part of them, he was the first to render succor. At
the great fire in Chigrenlo, he cheered up the men, lest
they should sink back in despair at the progress of the
frightful elements. And when the Po, the Ambro, the
Ticino, came surging over their banks, spreading devas-
tation around, he darted off in a frail bark to give aid
to the unfortunate who had neither food nor shelter.
Nor did the cold snows and icicles of the Alps deter
him from ascending thereon to visit Valtelina, as hunger
Wwas gnawing away at human hearts. When disease
carried death to the silkworms, with such fury that the
silk-looms of Lecio stopped their motion, and left willing
workers idle and in want, Maximilian did not forget to
perform werks of charity, which, to him, were always a
pleasure.

On the sixteenth day of September, 1857, he and the
Archduchess Carlotta made their grand entranee into
the city of Milan. The populace were wild with excite-
ment; shout after shout, mingled with music, were
deafening to the ear. Secarcely ever did that city give
such a universal shout of welcome to mortal man, His
residence there did not lessen their affection for him, but
only increased it, .

The Italians watched him with pleasure, mingled with
surprise; for no Austrian, in their judgment, had ever
extended so generously the hand of charity, or viewed
them with so much good-will. His own generous heart
was his bodyguard, He needed no other, even in times
of political excitement although he had some enemies
from his position. He was always shielded with the
armor of generosity. Abont the time of the contempla-

ted assassination by Orsini, he was told that some parties
would seek an opportunity to throw a bombshell under
his earriage; and many of his friends begged him not
to attend the theatre. Although thankful for the inter-
est those friends had taken in his welfare, their entreaties
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he considered of the same importanee as the t?lreats _of‘
the public agitators. As he entered his carriage with
Count de Stromboli, having no escort to guard them,
he remarked, “If we jump, it will be in goed com-
ariv
PJ’}}I}L‘. showed the populace what eouﬁdence‘he ]1:}1_1 in
their friendship. It was not mispluced: They felt a
pride in sustaining it. Among the aristocracy some
hostile feelings were fomenting against him. An organ-
ization had been made to vent their spleen upon him in
the Piazzetta. He made up his mind to stem the cur-
rent, that he might learn its force. He, with t1he Arch-
duchess Carlotta, walked among the group of ma]{r.:)n-
tents, with a firm step; the crowd parted like the Red bt;a.
~vhen the Israelites passed through. Aft (’I':’tl"}OJ.lt an hour ~5
promenade they returned to their palace of San Marc_o's,
followed by an immense crowd, that cheered them with

i No livi : alian, eould
oreat enthusiasm. No living man, not .m’lt alian, :
have coverned there without having enemies; and, prob-

o = x % e
ably, no foreigner could have reigned W ith as few ene-
o2 . 4 o

mies as he. i : ;
The desire of the Italians and Mdximilian to preserve

the works of the fine arts was mutual. The wm’kio_f‘
those gcreat masters, their ancesfors, were thf_: 31'1..1th0
and historic monuments of the Lombar(‘]s and V :enetmu.s.
And he whose pride and pleasure mingled with their

own in that work of preservation, was their friend, and

sy his.
thsl?h(lzncities of Venice, Milan, Como, zm('l m.he‘r places,
bear test of his beneficial impn‘)venmnt‘s in their streets,
canals, public gardens, and then: c]ennh_nwss. s

The city of Pola is greatly indebted to ?-f:ax.um 1111:
for its resuscitation. He caused sever;_il edifices t;).klz,
constructed there, planted gardens, built a 18.ll%-e d !ﬂe.,
an aqueduct, an m-sena],‘ L!i.ld three do\ci}s.. Ai:ef, liz
expiration of the term of his governorship in lfaly,
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paid much attention to the improvement of the navy,
and made the *fleet of Austria, in proportion to its size,
not inferior to any in Europe.

After the war in Ttaly, and about the middle of No-
vember, 1859, he made a voyage to Brazil, and returned
home in the forepart of the month of April following.

It is apparent from my foregoing observations, that
Maximilian’s range of study and reading was extensive.
And while he thus drew from so many well-springs of
knowledge, he considered that he himself might impart
to others from his well-moulded thoughts, ideas of in-
terest and of value. His lingnistic attainments showed

» a1 aptness for the learning of languages; and this fact
itself, is some evidence that the expression of his
thoughts in writing would be in no inelegant form. He
has presented the proof of my assertion, in the various
works which he wrote in the German language; al-
though not written for the purpose of public distribu-
tion and sale, but for his own use and gratification, and
the pleasure of his particular friends. A few copies
were printed by the government of Austria, at Vienna ;
some of which were circulated among his friends and
acquaintance. Since the death of Maximilian, it has
been decided to extend their publication, for the purpose
of sale to the public. Those works are the following :
Sketches of travels, known as  Italy,” « Sieily,” “ Lisbon
and Madeira,” “Spain,” « Albania and Algiers,” « Voy-
age to Brazil,” “ Aphorisms” “Objects of a Navy,”?
“The Austrian Navy:” also two volumes of poetry,
which I believe have never been published. German
scholars, who have had an opportunity to peruse some
of the foregoing hooks, have pronounced them works
highly creditable to the author, not only as to the prin-
ciples advanced, the deep thought and argumentative
style in some of them, but also for the elegance of dic-
tion in which they are clothed.

(2]

-
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t some of the Mexican people had, at'an
carly date, and long before their deputation first. pre-
sented themselves at Miramar, addressed His Imperial
Highness Maximilian apon the subject of his occupaney
of a throne in Mexico. The following letter was the
first correspondence upon that subject, and was written
by Seiior Gutierrez de Estrada, on behalf of himself and
many other Mexicans:

It appears tha

«Parrs, October 30th, 1861

¢ PRINCE: ;
«With profound respect, the undersigned have the

honor to address Your Imperial and Royal Highness,

ep feeling and sincere gratitude

in testimony of the de
* which they have felt, on learning that Your Imperial

and Royal Highness was animated with the most gen-
erous sentiments toward our unfortunate country.

% Mexico, the spoil of intestine convulsions, renewed
swithout cessation, and of disastrous ¢i vil wars, in conse-
quence of the rigid adoption of a political system diametri-
cally opposed to the customs, traditions, and dispositions
of her people, has never enjoyed, so to speak, a moment’s
repose since the day in which, forty years ago, she occu-
pied her place among independent mations. So then,
her people will bless, from the bottom of their hearts,
whoever shall have contributed to extricate the country
out of the horrible state of anarchy into which it fell
many years ago, and shall give it again life and happiness.

« What would, then, be their joy if they should be-
hold in such a glorions undertaking the co-operation of
2 Prince a descendant of one of the most noble, illas-
trious, and ancient dynasties of Europe, and who, with
the prestige of such an elevated origin, of so eminent a
position, and of such personal qualities universally ac-
knowledged, should so powerfully support the great
work of the regencration of Mexico!
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tation should prove te me, in an andoubted manner, the
desire of the nation to see me occupy the t.hrone, .

“Then, only, would my conscience permit me to unite
my destinies with those of your country, because ﬂ?(’]}
only could be established, from its beginning, My power,
in that mutual confidence between the government :m.d
the governed, which is in my eyes the most solid basis
of empires, next to the blessing of Heaven. &t

¢ Lastly, whether or not I may be called to ekel('lhlt)l
thie supreme authority over your noble country, I .«:ﬁha
not cease to treasure a very agrecable reczo.llectmn of the
step which you and the other signers of the letter to
which I refer have taken towards me. E

“ Receive, Sir, the proof of the
<« sentiments of estimation, ete.
« CasTLE OF MIRAMAR, December Sth, 1861.”

The mind of the reader will doubtless continuall}:
have in view two questions, pertaining to the acts of
Maximilian concerning Mexico. 1~‘i1'st,. “’ll(’,l.h("l',. in ]"us
heart, he desired to act in harmony with t.he. wﬁ? doi! a
majority of the Mexican people; ‘anc“! second,.‘l. -1e
belicve that such a majority were in favor of his occu-

/ing the throne of Mexico ? 3
P}";?:ery declaration which he made upon the snb.;(?.c-t 05
accepting the crown, clearly and u‘nnustffkall)ly sta{ce
that no such consent could come from his hps', unless
there was satisfactory evidence produ_cec], shonfmg em-
phatically that a majority of the Mexlcmn’w desired -h.lm
as their ruler. And in further support of that posltllog
on his part, I will here call the attention of the reader
to a fact, unknown to but a few persons.

In March, 1864, Maximilian, while at Brussels, ‘pt‘o-
cured a gentleman to proceed to Mexico, and to (.(;]m;
municate certain faets to Mr. Juarez. In order t da
there should be something more certain than oral de-
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clarations appertaining thereto, Baron de Pont, coun-
sellor of Maximilian, at the request of His Imperial High-
ness, wrote a letter addressed to the above-mentioned
gentleman, bearing date March 16th, 1864, Bellevue
Hotel, Brussels, wherein was set forth the following
facts: That Maximilian did not wish to force himself
upon the Mexican people by foreicn troops, against the
will of the people; that he did not wish to change or
make for them any political system of government con-
trary to the express wish of a majority of the Mexicans;
that he wished the bearer of the letter to say to Mr,
Juarez, that he, Maximilian, was willing to meet Mr.
Juarez in any convenient place, on Mexican soil, which
Mr. Juarez might designate, for the purpose of discuss-
ing the affairs of Mexico, in an amicable manner; and
that doubtless an understanding and conclusion might
be reached wholly in unison with the will of the people.

The said gentleman went to Mexico, saw Mr. Juarez,
stated his mission, and gave a copy of said letter to him.
Mr., Juarez replied that he could not consent to any
meeting with Maximilian.

The letter to which I refor was written in French,
and T read it; and unless it is a forgery, which I do
not believe, it is strong evidence in favor of Maximilian’s
cood faith. I have been unable to ascertain any facts
which in the slightest degree disprove an honesty of
infention upon his part.

In April, 1864, after the word “farewell” had been
exchanged between the two august princes and their
families, and particular friends, the people eame in large
numbers to the palace of Miramar, on and after the 10th
of the month, to say a parting “good-bye.” Commission-
ers from the neichboring provinces also came to tender
an affectionate adien to their majesties. The true feel-
ings of the inhabitants of Trieste, on that important
departure, was happily expressed in one of the journals
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of that ¢ity, of the date of the 10th of April, wherein
the Emperor was tenderly and sympathetically addressed .
as follows:

“SmE:

«The word ¢ adien,” which was said, resounds in
every heart, and is on the lips of all the good citizens
of this city. If adien—adieu to the best of princes.
Citizen of Trieste! by your noble and magnanimous
will, these shores, this port, and these delicious villas
have been the objects of your pred ilection.

“You have given all your heart to this people, who
love you as a father loves his son, with all the power of
his soul. This people is the one who gives the most
painful adien—this people, whose love will follow you on
the waves of the ocean on which you are going to place
yourself, will accompany you with all its feelings of
gratitude to the other side of the sea; this people,
who is saying adieu, feel a pain in losing you, after hav-
ing had the pleasure of your company S0 many years.

«When you are far from here, Sire, when the imperial
crown circles your brow, which was given you by a
nation full of enthusiasm and hopes; when, after the
cares of the throne, and the perturbation of politics,
shall be seen to flourish, in their order, peace, work, and

rosperity, the fruits of your efforts and your wisdo,m,
aay it please Heaven, Sire, that there shall resound for-
over in your ears this adieu which accompanies Your
Majesty 1o the other side of the seas—this adien, which
is that of a people who have loved you; an adieu from
the country that weeps your absence—an affectionate
adien of 4 mnoble city where you leave such sweet and
pious recollections, } i

« Here, you leave brothers in arms, intrepid mariners,
goldiers, who have learned from you how to serve and

love their country. On the other side of those mouil-
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tains which separate us from the empire, beyond those
seas, everywhere, you will leave tender and noble recol-
lections. All the Austrians say with us this adien to
the excellent prince, to the loved brother of our beloved
emperor. Here is remembered your chatity, there your
greatness, and everywhere your magnanimity.

“There is no heart that does not treasure your quali-
ties, and those of your angust companion, who is called
to participate with you in the love and the blessings of
a whole people; to second you resolutely in the wo?k of
your regeneration; to cultivate your happiness, and to
conquer your affections.

“The inhabitants of Trieste will continue their pere-
grinations around Miramar; and at the sight of its
groves, of its splendid habitations, of its magnificent
terraces, which command this sea so often furrowed by
your ships, they will remember your receptions, so full
of grace and affability; and they will bring to memory
the thousand times that they have been your honored
guests.

“ Miramar, your cherished retreat, is reflected in the
waters that bathe Trieste. Between Miramar and this
city exist bonds of affection that can never be broken:
this affection runs in the blood of the people, and will
be transmitted to our sons.

“ He who has been an excellent prince, will be an ex-
cellent sovereign. Mexico has just extricated herself
from sad discords; that people feel sensitive still, per-
haps, on aceount of the asperity of their origin; being
haughty and affected, even from ancient national pride,
they have something of the virgin nature of their vast
territory. The task undertaken by Ferdinand Maxi-
milian is difficult, arduous, great; he will know how to
accomplish it.

“This victory, O generous Prince, will be the most
glorious, and the most enviable, and its value to you
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will be the gratitude of a whole regenerated people.
You will place quietnde on the passions; your virtues
and your heart will secure your tricmph.

« Adieu, then, in the name of all the people of Trieste.
May the heavens be propitious for you, and may they pro-
mote the accomplishment of your ardent desires, mak-
ing the country prosper that has seleeted you to preside
over its destinies. -You earry with you the benedictions
of a people that will never forget yon in their hearts;
who will associate themselves with your glorions enter-
prise, and will ask God to assist you with His inspirations.
We never could have desired to give you this adieun;
we should always have preferred to keep yom, tranquil
and happy, in our midst. But since Your Majesty is
ealled to pacify a people, to regenerate a vast country,
to help it to fulfil its high destinies, may the hand of
God guide you; may the work of Your Majesty be holy
and blessed.

« Adien! May the heavens protect you and your
august companion! May they concede to you, and to
the people that await you, all the fortune that you have
known hew to give to those who, for the last time, say
to you from the bottom of their hearts, Adien !”

As we read such a furewell to His Majesty, from the
people of a great city that have known him long and
well, what must be our conclusions as to the character
of the man?

Not only did they know him as a man, but as a prinee,
as a governor., A man placed in his position, with his
power, over that same people, must have acted wisely,
humanely, and justly, as is evidenced by their united
voice. Had he acted otherwise, no such burst of affection
could spring forth from their hearts. The words them-
selves make it self-evident that they came not from the
surface, but from the very depths of the Austrian heart.
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e construction of his mind
And though moving hene;}t‘h
ourse of life,

scious of the fact, that th

well fitted him to please. '
he so pursued his ¢

ship threw its cheering rays all

the robes of royalty,
that the light of friend
around him.

We will soon follow him across the trackless ocean.

CHAPTER IIL -

Carlota—Her birth—Genealogy of family—Education—Personal description—
Marriage—Life in Italy—In Mexico—Her derangement—Cause of it—Late
residence in Belginm—Palace of Tervueren.

HE frame that includes the biographical portrait of
His Majesty Maximilian, would present a blank
space if the characteristic features of his august spouse,
the lovely, the beantiful, the accomplished, and much-
beloved Carlota, were not portrayed by his side, in their
true colors. We cannot think of His Majesty without
having the vision of the Empress rise up before the
mind’s eye, as though she were a part of the same being.
Scarcely one of her sex has attracted equal attention in
the present age. The dazzling splendor of her virtues
has caused unbounded praises to be lavished upon her,
while her misfortunes have grieved the hearts of millions.
She 18 a descendant of Henry IV. of France, who per-
haps was one of the best rulers France ever had, since
Louis IX. He fell by the hand of the assassin, the
fanatical Ravaillac, May 14th, 1610. Her father was
Leopold L, of Belgium, who was born December 16th,
1790, and was the son of the Duke Francis of Saxe
Cobourg Saalfelde. He was naturalized in England,
March 27th, 1816, and married May 2d of the same
year to Princess Charlotte Augusta, daughter of George
IV., of England. He received at that time a pension
of fifty thousand pounds sterling, the title of Duke of
Kendal, and the rank of a prince of the blood.
It was not long thereafter before he was deprived of
that lovely companion. She died in childbirth, Nov.
5th, 1817,—the child non-surviving.




