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for the ball, which took place at the residence of the
French Consul, Seior Bernard. The house was most
elegantly decorated for the occasion. The road to the
house was lighted by torches, held by French soldiers.
Their Majesties entered at ten o'clock, and were received
by the municipal authorities and a committee of ladies
and gentlemen at the entrance.

The first quadrille was formed as follows: The Em-
peror, with the lady of Gen. Almonte; the Empress, with
Gen. Almonte; Senor Arrozo, with Madam Bernard;
General Woll, with Madam Herrera; Gen. de Maussion,
with Madam Adalid; Sefior Suary Peredo, with Miss

Swane.

The next quadrille His Majesty danced with Madam
Herrera, and the Empress with General Maussion. Their
Majesties retired at twelve o’clock, without partaking of
the supper, remarking that it was not their custom to
eat late at night. The ball went on till six in the morn-
ing.

The next morn
dressed, accompanie
household, entered an ordinary carria
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¢ the Carmelite Convent of Nuns. A collation had
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r was occupied reading
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while silvered apparel on horse and man glittered in the
sun with diamond brightness; and fair gardens, orna-
mented with their golden fruit, burnished by the broad
sunshine of the blushing moon, extended far and near.
All, all this, drank in by the vision, with a mingled view
of the wintry grandeur of Orizaba Peéak, was enough
for Fancy to call it the grand entrance to the golden
bowers of Eden.

Their Majesties and retinue reached Acultzingo at
halfpast eleven, where they, for the first time, ate a
Mexican breakfast of tortillas, chili (red peppers), and
drank pulque, the fermented juice of the maguey plant.
At this place they rested awhile, also taking another
view of the country from a high hill. They could not
refrain from seeking every prominent position to look at
the scenery. They were enchanted. The road to Puebla
was one continued bower of flowers, flags, banners, and
poetical verses—it was a chain of ovations.

The Sovereigns entered the city of Puebla at ten
oclock on the morning of June 5th, surrounded by
great splendor. Near the trinmphal arch in the street
of Alguacil, the ceremony of delivering the keys of the
city to his Majesty by the Municipal Prefect took place,
on which occasion the Emperor said :

«T accept, Gentlemen, with joy the keys of this city,
beeause I see in this act that you place confidence in me,
and understand my loyal intention; but being sure of
your fidelity, I return them to you, asking only to'pos-
sess your hearts.”

After this the grand procession moved on into the
city, and halted before the cathedral. Their Majesties
stepped out of the carriage, and were received under a
pall by the venerable Prelate and two Bishops; thence
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of prosperity, so that the resources of this rich country

may be eultivated in the highest degree. 1 hope the
day is not far distant when the iron road will unite your
valley with the ocean, and bring you such an abundant
compensation, that you will forget your past troubles.
Then will this noble city be regenerated with new vigor

and beauty.”

On the 7th of June, the anniversary of the Empress’s
birthday, solemn Mass was said in the cathedral. Praises
to the Almighty were sung by the Bishop, assisted by
the choir and the whole andience. At seven o’clock in
the evening a grand banquet was given at the palace,
attended by about sixty persons.

At ten o’clock Their Majesties Tepaired to the Alhon-
diga, market building, where a grand ball was given in
honor of Her Majesty’s birthday. From the street to

the foot of the stairway a carpet of flowers was strewn

for Their Majesties to walk upon. In the angles of the

court stood colossal pyramids, covered from their base
ystal vases of variegated colors, which pre-

up with cr
bow hues, reflected from the bril-

sented a group of rain
liant evening lights.
Their Majesties entered, taking possession of the throne
erected for the occasion. Presently a quadrille was
called. His Majesty, accompanied by Sefiora Da Gua-
dalupe Osio de Pardo, took his position ; the Empress,
with the Political Prefect, Sefior D. Fernando Pardo,
stood opposite: General Brincourt accompanied Sefiora
Navarrete de Marion ; and opposite them stood General
. Maussion, with Sefiora Da Dolores Quesada de Al-
monte : at the right of the Emperor was General Woll
and Sefiora Da Emilia Cota de Tapia, and the Munieipal
Prefect, D. Juan E. de Uriarte, with Sefiora Da Guada-
lupe Pardo de Pardo; on the left, the Minister of State,
D. J. M. de Arroyo, with Sefiora Da Guadalupe Al-
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foct of the first department of the Empire, the Muni-
cipal Prefect of the great Capital of Mexico, its Excel-
lency the Ayuntamiento, the Tllustrious Sefor Arch-
bishop, and other authorities, present themselyes full
of grateful pleasure, with their souls overflowing with
joy, before their beloved Sovereigns, to congratulate
them on their pleasant arrival at the gate of the eity in
which is erected the throne which has been raised by
the Mexicans for them. Words fail me to manifest our
gratitude; because you have, in compassion for our
misfortunes, abandoned another throne, riches, country,
parents, brothers, and friends, and condescended to come
and try to make us happy and save us from the evils
that were causing us to disappear from the catalogue of
nations. Your Majesties only knew through statements
and papers the will of the people who applauded you;
and now, to-day, you see that youn are not deeceived; and
that from the shores of Vera Cruz to the gate of the
Capital, all applaud their Sovereigns with an unbounded
enthusiasm. The Mexicans will so continue until the
end ; and T protest, Sire, in the name of the department
within my charge, that all of us will obey and assist the
Monarchs, whom by acclamation we have chosen.”

Tremendous shouts followed this address. After
which, His Majesty, with a great deal of emotion, an-
swered in the following words:

« Profoundly moved, I say, by the universal enthu-
siasm which I have received in all the towns in my
transit, my emotion and my gratitude acquire greater
intensity as I find myself at the gate of the Capital, as
I see gathered to salute me its principal authorities, in a
place so much respected and loved by me and the Em-

press, and by all Mexicans,
%71 happily receive your congratulations, and T salute
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favorably our wishes for the happiness of your person,
and that of your august consort, and for the prosperity

of your kingdom.”

The deputation of ladies offered, in behalf of the
ladies of the Capital, to Her Majesty the Empress, the
following affectionate address:

“Mapam:
«The presence of Your Imperial Majesty in this
part of the New World, as a companion of the mag-
nanimous Prince destined by Heaven to govern it, has
just realized the many honors which are reanited on the
throne which is raised to-day upen the love of this peo-
ple. Our happiness is complete, in representing before
Your Imperial Majesty the families of the Empire, and
of being the organ of these sentiments of affectionate ad-
hesion and of purified fidelity with which Your Majesty
is surrounded, in the midst of an applause and of a re-
joicing which have no limits, and which would be the
best title (if there could be any superior to your noble
virtues) to the erown which encircles your brow, and
which prepares for Mexico a worthy name from the
glorious race which brought, with Christiznity, to these
distant regions, culture and civilization.

«Policy, Madam, will speak under a thousand differ-
ent forms of the prosperous exchange which it realizes,
and which excites such a lively and deep interest in’
Furope and America. It only helongs to us to contem-
plate your eminent qualities, with which divine Provi-
dence has endowed yon, without doubt, with the design
that there may shine in them all that is elevated in the
majesty of the throne, all that is tender in the heart of
princes, and all that is exemplary and modest in the
bosom of private life. With Your Majesty and your
august husband, who are the objects of public admira-
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was said, Their Majesties entered the cars for the Capi-
tal. Arriving at the station in the city, they were sur-

rounded by an immense throng, waiting to escort them

to the cathedral and palace. Banners, flags, and flaunt-
ing streamers of all kinds were to be seen on every
side. Trinmphal arches festooned with orange-blossoms
scented the balmy air; ribbons and roses, all tinselled,
twisted, and curled, covered the earth, and were woven
in wreaths at every window; portraits of the Sovereigns
were smiling at yon in every street; ladies were gayly
attired, as for their wedding-day; polished carriages
mirrored the passing objects; mounted men with their
silver-corded broad-brimmed hats, were prancing their
gallant steeds all mantled with saddles, bridles, and
housings woven with silver and gold; uniformed sol-
diers all laced for review, with glittering lances and gold-
burnished armory ;—all, all, glittered like a bed of dia-
monds. And while all these were gleaming in the eye,

cians were tingling the ear with
he mellow breath of the flute and

horn to the thunder-notes of the deep-toned cannon,

artillerymen and must
their variations, from t

mingled with shonts, the neigh of horses, and the chim-
ing of bells; until it appeared as though the world was

turned into a gorgeous show, where andience and actors

were promiscuously mingled.
When Their Majesties, with their grand coriége, ar

rived at the stopping-place called Parador de la Con-
cepeion, they halted, and rec

cived from the hands of the
Municipal Prefect, D. Miguel Maria Azcarate, the keys
of the city; at the delivery

of which, the Prefect, in a
short address, welcomed the new rulers in a most cor-
dial manner. The Emperor, with a good deal of feel-
ing, responded, as though he believed that the reverence
paid him came from the de

pths of the Mexican heart.
The keys that were delivered to

His Majesty were of
gold, beautifully enamelled in places, and richly wrought
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As the imperial pair took their position, the grand Te
Deum commenced, intoned by the Most Reverend Senior
Labastida, accompanied by the accomplished orchestra.

At the end of this solemn ceremony, Their Majesties,
escorted by the Archbishop, Bishops, and clergy, pro-
ceeded on foot to the palace, over carpeted ground, be-
neath an elegant canopy, a distance of about six hundred
feet. Having arrived in the palace, preparations were
soon made to receive the officers of State and other dis-
tinguished persons.

The master of ceremonies, according to the rules of
etiquette, called the authorities of the government in
order, and presented them to Their Majesties. The first
called were the acting Secretaries of State and General
Bazaine. Soon after this, the Sovereigns rested awhile,
and were ready to view the artificial lights at night,
which are in Mexico, at times, presented in a superb
style.

That night was illuminated beyond comparison; so
that it seemed asif day had broken forth by mistake, from
the disarrangement of the “orbed continent.” Every-
thing dazzled in the dancing lights, from house-tops
down. Jets of fire whizzed here and there, like meteors
in the heavens ; stars were bursting in the sky, imitating
the vault of the universe ; wheels of rainbow-fire whirled
on their axes as though turned by the wild lightning
spirits that darted athwart the heavens with comet speed ;
and one might well have fancied that the great Pyro-
technist was that ancient war-god, Mexitli, who had
been aroused from his five centuries of slumber by the

announcement of that tumultuous demonstration of
splendor, and, swelling forth a blast from his trump of
battle, led on his mighty hest in barbaric pomp, and
flamed the heavens with his fiery elements of war.

With all that dazzling blaze ended the gay pomp of
that gorgeously arrayed procession, that turned its back
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upon the sea, traced the heated sands, and, throuch
richly enamelled vegetation, wound up the rugged steeri‘)s
of picturesque grandear. What a change ! ‘what a va-
riety they passed through, as they left the murmurs of
the loud-voiced ocean to view the glassy lakes around
that fair city, where centuries ago the ancestors of Max-
imilian laid claim to its lands and waters, when the name
of M.octezuma was synonymous with the god ef earth.

If it be thought that this description is bainted in too
glowing colors, and considered but a sketch of fancy
let those speak who saw the glittering reality, and wh(;
will elearly testify that this is no web of fiction.

It would be no easy task to delineate in true shades
the splendor and magnificence of the festivities in honor
of that great event, the re-establishment of the Mexican
Empire.

The smiling faces of the Mexican people at that time,
among high and low, were the dial-plates of their hearts.
Thus thought observing foreign residents.

It seems to me that it cannot well be denied that such
an exhibition of magnificence may truly be considered
as some evidence of the real affections of the people.
That it could all be a disguise is not probable. Those
who were close observers of all that show of pomp and
merriment, are of opinion that it was a mirror which re-
flected the true sentiments of the citizens of Mexico.




