CHAPTER XV.

inc—Requests for the corpse—
to embalm the body—Mode of embalming: : : 2
Oggzi;sﬂwritten request granted—Corpse delivered to Austrian authori

ties—Departure of same for Europe.

RIOR to the execution of the Emper'o::, the Gov-
P ernment of the Republic had been solicited to per-

mit his remains to be so prepared that they could be sent
out, of the country, and also to allow th‘e transportation
thereof to the family of Maximilian in Europe. .
His Majesty wrote a letter to that eﬂ:ect, on the mx:
teenth of June, to Sefior Don Carlos Rubio, _amd ak'so OEL
on the eighteenth, to General E:?cobedo, in E’h{)ch (i
requested that his physician, Dr. Sa_muel Basch, be pui
mitted to embalm his body; and, in_conjunetion \?1't1
Baron A. V. Magnus, to take it to his family relatives
Trid. :
g ’ﬁ:tt ri'equest was not wholly acceded to; .but_“zthba:
view of having the body so preserved that 1t..r;115_,{ t} t;
in a proper condition to convey away, p'row idec ttf;z:'-
right should thereafter be grar.]ted,.the (xo_x ernmen :
warded the following instructions in relation thereto, to

General Escobedo:

“Telegram—San Luis: Potosi, June 18th, 1867. At
nine o’clock of the morning :
« (O, GexeraL Mariaxo Escorepo, Queretaro:

“The Government has been asked that, as soon as
the execution of Maximilian shall have taken" ]ﬁaie,
permission be grantefl to ('ljspose of the body, with the
intention of earrying it to Europe.
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“This has not been permitted ; but in consideration of
the petition, the C. President of the Republic has ordered
that you will proceed in conformity with the following
Instructions :

“First. After the exeention of the three convicted
persons shall have taken place, if the relatives of D. M.
Miramon and D. T. Mejia should ask to dispose of their
bodies, you will permit them immediately freely to
do so.

“Second. You onl y will order what may be necessary
respecting the body of Maximilian, denying anybody
else the right to make any disposition thereof,

“TZhird. You will order to be made, within the proper
time, boxes of zine and wood, to preserve in a proper
manner the body of Maximilian; and also those of D.
M. Miramon and D. T. Mejia, if their relatives do not
ask for them.

“ Fourth. Ifany person should ask that he be permitted
to embalm orinject the body of Maximilian, or to do any-
thing else which may not be improper, you will refuse
the right to any other person to do the same; but in
such a case, you will provide, without prohibiting the
presence of foreigners, that it be done by Mexicans, in,
whom you have confidence, and that every thing be
done in proper manner, at the expense of the govern-
ment.

“ Fifth. After the execution shall have taken place,
you will provide that care be immediately taken of the
body of Maximilian, and also of the others, if their rela-
tives do not ask for them, and that proper decornm be
paid them after the fulfilment of Jjustice.

 Sixth. You will direct that the body of Maximilian
be deposited in a proper and secure place, under the
vigilance of the authorities.

“ Seventh. For the final rest of the body of Maximil-
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san. and of the others, if their relatives do not afk' for
the’m you will provide that the accustomed religious
3

i rmed. :
Ao “TrrDo DE TEJADA.”

Baron de Largo, the Austrian chargé cl’(.r(g‘}"u[i:ﬁs fne}a:
the Empire of Maximilian, having, among others ?,t:,-:
diplomatic corps, been ordo-red away ‘fI‘O!‘fl f}l}c\lle ...c(,)
went to Tacubaya, and remained 111!’(11 the city of ! em}
surrendered. He sent the following message to the

President of the Republic:

e S i ,0S1.
«Telogram—From Tacubaya, for San Luis Potos
= o - o
Deposited in Tacubaya the 19th of June, 18b:}.— ey
« Received in Potosi, at mne o'clock and 25 minute

of the night, the 20th of June.

¢ (. PRESIDENT ;
Maxi-
T pray you to concede to me the })ody of Max
ilian, i ! : ;onvey it to Hurope.
milian, in order that 1 may convey Luro} :
“ Barox DE LARGO.

The following reply thereto was given by the Mimster

of Foreign Affairs:

«Telegram—San Luis Potosi, June 20th, 1867, at 10
oclock and 15 minutes of the night.

«To Sexor Barox DE LARGO: :

«The President of the Republic has du-ecf-eﬂ m(: t:)
gay to you, in answer to your teleg__r_t'amm ef: \?atz}h;z;
which was received this evening, th:)f for gm; Ltll (].'Od -
the right cannot be granted you to diSpose of the body

Llenatit « S TLerpo pE TEI ADA.”
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On the 19th, immediately after the execution of the
Emperor, his body was transported back to the convent,
whence it went forth with breathing life searcely an
hour before. That lifeless corpse presented a ghastly
sight to the few surrounding friends that had been near
it when it was the tenement of the bright soul that
had already winged its flicht with more than the wild
lightning’s speed to mingle with others around the
heavenly throne. Alas! what an hour may bring forth !
It was a mournful proof that there is one event unto
all,

The work of preservation was forthwith commenced
by Drs. Rivadeneyra and Licea, in the presence of Dr
Basch ; the latter having no right to dictate as to the
mode of procedure in the embalming, but only to make
sngoestions. 'The physicians had no naphtha to use in
the work, but injected chloride of zine into the arteries
and veins, having taken out the intestines, heart, liver,
lungs, ete., leaving the frame by itself. That operation
lasted three days. During these nights the body was
kept in alcohol, save the head. It was varnished twice,
each time occupying two days in drying, and was hung

up for that purpose. Nearly eight days were occupied
in completing the process of embalming.

All the parts taken from the interior of the body
were prepared by being mixed with the powder of tan-
nin and gauls.

The body was afterward dressed in black pants, mil-
itary boots, with the blue campaign coat which the de-
ceased wore, with plain gilt buttons, buttoned up to the
neck ; black neck-tie, and black kid gloves. Black glass
eyes were placed over his natural ones. Glass eyes of
the eolor of Maximilian’s could not be cbtained. Rob-
bing the face of a portion of its whiskers, and the head
of its hair, and changing the color of the eyes, have

*somewhat disfigured the remains.
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The coffin in which the body was placed was made of
cedar and lined with zine. Within the metallic lining
was another of cambric. Under the head was placed a
black velvet pillow trimmed with gold thread, with
gilt tassels at the four corners. "The exterior of the cof-
fin was ecovered with black velvet, ornamented with
bands of gold lace. The cover over the face was of
glass. Near the foot of the coffin and parallel with 1t
were two small compartments, one on each side, and
about two feet in length. In the one on the left side were
deposited the heart, liver, and langs; and in the other
the remainder of the substances taken from the in-
terior of the body, all which were mixed with chareoal
and chloride of lime. -

The coffin thus arranged, with its contents, was placed
in one of the churches at Queretaro, and subsequently
moved to the Governor’s quarters. For the first two or
three weeks after the embalming the body looked toler-
ably well; but a month’s time darkened it, and it soon
gave increasing evidence that the work of attempted
preservation had been badly done. While in the quar-
ters of the Governor, it was seen with the glass cover
cracked and spotted with candle-grease, as though
stowed away like so much worthless trash.

Baron Magnus—who had been most faithful to the
Emperor during his imprisonment, and.was still anxious
to render favors to the family of the deceased, as well as
to earry out his own desires—ypresented the following
solicitation to the Minister of Foreign Relations:

« Qs Tuis Porosy, June 20th, 1867.

“Srg: The prisoner Prince at Queretaro, the evening
before his death, expressed, in a letter signed by his
hand and directed to General Escobedo, the desire that
his mortal remains be confided to us, myself and Dr.
Samuel Basch, physician of the deceased, in order that
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Dr. Basc:h might accompany the body to Europe, and
that T might charge myself with havi}lg the b()}c)l ’ em-
balmed; as well as with all that which concei'rf; its
transportation to Europe. Y

“’In conformity with the will of the deceased Prince
w'}nch he. expressed to me verbally, the transportation og
i.ns remains should be done without any ostentation, and
in s1]mh a manner as may carefully avoid anything njhich
:;:-f, ;t excite demonstrations or even public curiosity

“Reiterating, in consequence, the demand which I
have had the honor to express to His Excellency, to
please cause the necessary orders to be given that ’the
mortal remains may be confided to me; it would be
agreeable to me, should it please the éow*ernment- to
transport the body to the coast and on board of one, of

tém vessels of the Austrian navy stationed at Vera
iz,

“T avail myself of this occasion to repeat to Your
Excelleney the assurance of my high consideration.

“A. V. MagNus.

“His EXCELLENCY D. SEBASTIAN
LERDO DE TEJADA”

: The'minister responded to the foregoing communica-
tion with the following note:

“SAN Luis Porosry, June 30th, 1867.

“To SERor Baron A. V. Maenus, &ec., &e., &e.

“Sime: I received the communication which vou were
pleased to direct to me yesterday, stating that the
Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian of I'Iapsbﬁrg on the
e\_'ening before his death, expressed the déé’ire that
his mortal remains should be confided to you and Dr.
Samuel Basch, to transport them to Europe:

% According to what I had the honor to manifest to
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you before, the Government of the Republic believes
that for various considerations it cannot permit the
mortal remains of the Archduke to be carried to Hurope.

« For this reason, I am pained to answer yot, that the
Government cannot give the orders which you have de-
gired, with that end.

«T avail myself of this occasion to repeat to you, Sefior
Baron, that I am, very respectfully,

« Y our obedient servant,

«& TErpo DE TEJADA.”

The body of the Emperor was again solicited on the
part of his physician in the following terms:

« (. Lerpo pE TEsapa, Minister of Government and of
Foreign Relations:

« The undersigned, with due respect, has the honor to
present to you, Citizen Minister, that:

« As private physician to the deccased Archkduke
Maximilian, T was charged by him to carry his body to
Europe, with the object of delivering it to his family.

« That such was his will is shown by the letter signed
by himself, which on the 16th of June last past he di-
rocted to D. Carlos Rubio, in Queretaro, and a copy of
which I have the honor to annex hereto (Sub. A), as
well as the letter of the 18th of the same month, the
original of which is in the hands of C. General Esco-
bedo, as it is shown by the letter of C. Colonel Ricardo
Villanueva, which (Sub. B) is found hereto annexed.

« The fulfilment of this request I consider a sacred
duty, and I hasten in its performance to solicit you, Cit-
;zen Minister, to be pleased to grant that the above-men-
tioned body be delivered to me; supporting this solicita-
tion by the fact that, by a superior order, the bodies of
his companions in misfortune have been delivered to the
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families, and that never, and in no time, has the supreme
government refused to deliver any corpse to the rela-
tives who asked for it.
143 s 3
I beg, fmally, that you will condescend to answer
my respectful solicitation, whatever that answer may be
z " ?
in order that, on returning to my country, I may be able
to justify myself before the family of the deceased Arch-
duke, in having done on my part all that I could to suc-
ceed in transporting the body in question.
s : :
« Which will be received as a favor from you by
« Your most respectful servant,
“ Dr. SaMvEL BascH
“ . MINISTER. ; :
¢ Mexico, July 27th, 1867.”

The above petition produced the following response :

« Minister of Foreign Helations and of Government.
Department of Government, Section 1st.

“Tn view of your petition of day before yesterday’s
date, for permission to convey to Europe the “mortal re-
imains of the Archduke Maximilian, the C. President of
the Republic has determined that for various and grave
considerations the petition cannot be acceded to.

« Independence and Liberty. Mexico, July 29, 1867.

“ T.erpo DE TEJADA,

« o Dr. SAMUEL BAscH.”

The following message was sent by the Military Com-
mander of Vera Cruz to the Minister of War:

«Telegram—From Vera Cruz to Mexico. Received
in Mexico the 26th of August, 1867, at 7 o’clock and 29
minutes of the night.
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« @, MiNiSTER OF WAR:

«The Austrian Admiral, Tegethofl, arrived this morn-
ing at Sacrificios, in the war-steamer of his nation, ¢ Fliz-
abeth? He sent a message to this military command,
stating that he desired to pass to the Capital, and to
obtain permission from the Supreme Government to
carry away the body of Maximilian. I desire to know
whether I must prohibit his going to Mexico.

« ZEREGA.”

The answer sent was as follows:

«Telegram—Office of Minister of War and Navy,
Mexico, August 26th, 1867.

¢ Qrrizex MILITARY COMMANDER OF VErA Cruz:
«The President of the Republic has been informed

that Admiral Tegethoff has arrived at that port, and

that he desires to pass to this Capital. You can let him

pass without objection.
“ Meaxa.”

Messrs. Mariano Riva Palacio and Rafael Martinez de
]a Torre, two of the counsel of Maximilian, presented
themselves before the Minister of Foreign Relations on
the third of September, and stated to him that Admiral
Tegethoff had arrived, and that he desired an interview
with him, the Minister.

The request was granted, and the hour of five on that
afternoon was designated for an audience.

At the appointed time, the Admiral, accompanied by
the two mentioned counsel, appeared before the Minis-
ter, and said that he had eome to Mexice with the object
of asking of the Government of the Republic permission
to carry away the mortal remains of the Archduke Max
imilian.

Mr. Lerdo, the Minister, replied that he would submit
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the petition to the President of the Republic; and in
order that he might take it into consideration, the Min-
ister requested the Admiral to be pleased to state in
what character he made the solicitation.

The Admiral said that when he determined to come
to Mexico, it was considered that it wonld appear better
to the Government of the Republic that he should not
come on an official mission from the Government of Aus-
tria; but only with a private charge from the family;
for the natural feelings of affection and piety create
the strongest desire to possess and honor the mor-
tal remains of the Archduke. That in consideration
thereof, he had only come with a private charge from the
mother of the Archduke, and from his brother, 1. M. the
Emperor of Austria.

In response to an observation of the Minister, the Ad-
miral also remarked that he had brought no written
document, and that his charge was given to him ver-
bally. He added, that were it necessary, he was ready
to state in writing that he had come with such a charge.

The Minister concluded by saymg that he would sub-
mit to him, on the following day, the determination of
the President.

On the 4th, the same counsel and the Admiral re-
turned to the palace; on which oceasion, the Minister
of Foreign Relations stated to them as follows:

“That the permission to carry away the mortal re-
mains of the Archduke had been asked before, by Baron
Largo, Chargé & Affaires of Austria near Maximilian;
by Baron Magnus, Prassian Minister, near him ; and by
Dr. Baseh, physician of the Archduke. That the Gov-
ernment answered the three, that it had reasons for not
acceding to their petition. It so answered, because the
Government believed it to be its duty; that in order to
decide whether it would permit the transfer to Austria,
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of the body of the Archduke, it would be necessary to
have for consideration, either an official document from
the Government of Austria, or an express one from the
family of the Archduke, asking for the body;, from the
Government of the Republic.

«That although the Vice-Admiral, by his social posi-
tion in Austria, and by his personal cireumstanees, is
worthy of the consideration of the Government of Mexi-
co, it cannot decide to permit the carrying away of the
body of the Archduke, considering that he has brought
no docmument in which is contained any of those two
requisites necessary in the ease. And that the President
of the Republic has anthorized the Minister of Relations
to say to the Vice-Admiral Tegethoff, that when any
of the two requisites are fulfilled, either by an official
act of the Austrian Government, or by an express one
from the family, asking for the body of the Arehduke,
the Government of the Republic will be ready to permit
that it be transferred to Austria, being governed by the
natural feelings of piety through which the petition will
be made.

«"That the Government ordered opportunely that the
body should be embalmed, and that it should be depos-
ited and preserved with the care and decorum which a
body merits; which was done through the same natural
feelings of piety.

“ Lgrpo DE TEJADA.”

Not many days had elapsed after the termination of
the foregoing correspondence relative fo the body of
Maximilian, when the same was transported to the city
of Mexico, and deposited in the San Andres Hospital.
Tt was soon observed that decay was working so rapidly
upon it, that it became necessary to make some prepa-
-ation to arrest its progress. When the cloth bandages
were taken off for that purpose, the smell of putrefaction
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issuing from the wounded places was sickening. It was
bathed for some time in a solution of arsenic, which
assisted in its preservation for a short while ; but it was
apparent that it would not long be recognizable. The
face was much sunken in, and the whole features were
gradually changing. There was a prevailing opinion that
the Government was ashamed to let the world know the
¢rue condition of the corpse; hence the unwillingness
to let any one view it. If any particular friend obtained
a permit from the Government to see it, he did not suc-
ceed in so doing. The keeper gaye some excuse, and it
co turned out in every instance, that the seeking indi-
vidual was frustrated in his plan. In fact, I was in-
formed that the keeper in charge of the corpse had
received positive orders to allow no one to see it, al-
though the persons presenting themselves there for that
purpose should bring written permission from the high-
est officer in the Government.

After the second process of attempted preservation
of the body was completed, it was attired in a suit of
black, and laid in a new coffin made of granadilla wood,
which was elegantly polished, and ornamented with a
few carvings.

On the 9th of November the corpse was delivered to
Vice-Admiral Tegethoff by the Mexican Government,
after the following official correspondence in relation
thereto :

Count Beust to the Mexican Minister.

« VIENNA, Sept. 25, 1867.

« ExerrreNcy: A premature death having torn the
Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian from his relatives, his
Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty has the very
natural desire that the mortal remains of his unfortunate
brother may find their last repose beneagh the vault that

14
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covers the ashes of the princes belonging to the house
of Austria. The father, the mother, and the remaining
brothers of the august deceased share in this desire with
an equal carnestness, as likewise do all the members of
the Imperial family.

“The Emperor, my august master, has the confidence
that the Mexican government, listening to gentiments
of humanity, will not refuse to mitigate the just grief of
His Majesty by facilitating the realization of this desire.

“Po that end, Vice-Admiral de Tegethoff has been
sent to Mexico with orders to address to the President a
petition for the delivery to him of the remains of His
Imperial Majesty’s beloved brother, o that they can be
conveyed to Europe. On my part, I am charged, in my
.apacity as Minister of the Imperial Household, to re-
quest the kind interposition of your Excellency for the
object of securing for the Vice-Admiral the authority
necessary to that effect.

«] have the honor, Excellency, of asking that you will
convey, in anticipation, to the Chief Executive the ex-
pression of gratitude on the part of the angust Imperial
family for the granting of this petition; and accept for
yourself the expression of that same gratitude for the
good offices which you may have to perform.

«] avail myself of this occasion to present to your
Excellency the assurances of my high consideration.

* BeusT,
Chancellor of the Empire, and Minister of
the Tmperial Household.

Reply of Seror Lerdo de Tejada.
“« DEPARTMENT FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, |
Mextco, Nov. 4, 1867. )
« ExorrLENCY: Vice-Admiral de Tegethoff has deliv-
ered to me the note which your Excellency addressed
me on September 25 last.
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« Your Excellency informs me therein that His Ma-
jesty the Emperor of Austria has the very natural wish
that the mortal remains of his brother, the Archduke
Ferdinand Maximilian, may find their last repose beneath
the vault that covers the ashes of the princes belonging
to the house of Austria; that the father, the mother,
and the remaining brothers of the deceased Archduke
share in this desire, as do likewise all the members of
the Imperial family; and that His Majesty the Emperor
having the confidence that the Mexican government will,
out of sentiments of humanity, facilitate the realization
of this request, has sent to Mexico the Vice-Admiral de
Tegethoff to solicit of the President permission to con-
vey the Archduke’s remains to Europe.

«Jully impressed with the just gentiments sef forth
in your Excellency’s note, the President of the Republic
has not hesitated to take measures so that the natural
request of His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, and of
the Imperial family, may be duly heeded and carried out
with distinguished consideration. In accordance with
the dispositions of the President, I have made known to
Vice-Admiral deTegethoff that the mortal remains of
the Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian shall be at once
delivered to his care, in order to convey them to Austria,
and thus accomplish the object of his mission.

«J have the honor, Excellency, to assure you of my
most distinguished consideration.

: “S. Lerno DE TEJADA.
o his Excellency Count of BEUST, Chan-
cellor of the Empire, and Minister of the
Tmperial Household of Austria, Yienna.”

On the 10th of November, Viee-Admiral Tegethoff,
geveral other Austrian officers, and a Mexican foree of a
hundred men, escorted the remains of Maximilian from

, the city of Mexico,-and reached Vera Oruz on the 25th,
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at four o’clock, ». 3. The Ayuntamiento of Vera Cruz
met the cortége at Potrero, about two miles distant from
the city, and returned with it, The coffin was deposited
in the Parochial church until six o’cloek the next morn-
ing, whence it was removed to the Austrian war-steamer
Nowvara, en route for Vienna. The saloon was draped
in mourning; in the centre of which, a table covered
with black cloth, supported the coffin. At the head
was erected an altar bearing a cross with the image of
the Saviour; on the right, hung the Austrian flag; on
the left, the Mexican;—both with drapery of black
drooped upon the coffin—over all which laid a sword.
Around the coffin stood six large silver candlesticks,
supporting each a large lighted wax-candle. Two armed
sentinels stood near by, day and night.

At about nine o’clock that morning, religious service
was performed; and at one o’clock, p. »., the Novara
steamed from the Mexican coast for Havana, arriving
there on the first day of December. The Cuban Gov-
ernment had made extensive preparations for imposing
obsequies, and communicated with Admiral Tegethoft
in relation thereto. The Admiral replied that his in-
structions would not permit him to allow any funeral
pomp.

The Nowvare remained in that port until six o’clock,
P, a, of the 4th, when she weighed anchor and sailed
for Austria.

Large crowds of people had gathered wpon the
wharves, in little boats, and at the windows, long before
the hour of departure. At half past five, the bands on
the two Spanish war-steamers Gerond and Zetuan, com-
meneed to play funeral marches. On ships and forts,
waved at halfmast the Austrian and Spanish colors,
wreathed with black crape. And as the Novara
ploughed the water out into the sea, all the Government
bands united to freicht the air with martial funeral .
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notes. The Austrian fleet in the Levant have been or-
dered to retarn to escort the Novara as she nears the
Austrian coast. ;

Tt will be remembered that the Novara carried Maxi-
milian and Carlota to their new home when both were
in blooming health and in high spirits, as the elected
Sovereigns over many subjects.

But how changed! That Emperor is now a subject
of “Death! great proprietor of all.” The humble clay
of that once noble chief has crossed the bounding main
to his native land again, where father, mother, brother,
and others of imperial and royal blood, await its coming
in mourning and sorrow; where the heaving sich and
moistened cheek can but faintly attest the depth of
smothered grief; where the monumental stone shall
mark the final rest of Maxmraax L

“Peep for the dead the grief must be,
Who ne'er gave cause to mourn before.”

THE END.
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The same, in red edges, $1.79. 2
THIODOLF THE ICELANDER: A Romance
From the German of THE BARON DE LA MotteE Fou
QuE. 1 meat vol. 12mo, cloth, $1.50.
The same, in red edges, $1.75.
1. HOW TO GET A FARM, and where to find one.

Showing that Homesteads may be had by those desirous of
securing them. By the author of *“Ten Acres Enough™
1 vol. 12mo. Cloth, $1.75.

It is known that foreigners ars now seeking- this country in larger
pambers than for several years past. This coming stream of immi-
gration promises to expand into greater volume than ever. Multitudes
of thess are ignorant of our true condition, and npeed correct informa-
tion. The majority are in search of land. Even our own citizens ara
deplorably ignorant of where to find the most eligible, and how te se-
cure it. Tha factsscontained in these pages have been collated with
especial reforence o the wants of both these classes of inquirers.

5 TEN ACRES ENOUGH: A practical experience,
showing how a very small Farm may be made to keep & very
large Family. 1 vol. 12mo. Cloth, $1.50.

« That this is a fascinating book a five minutes’ examination wili
econvines almost any one. It urges with force 1he idea embodied in its
title, the anthor confining himseilf almost entirely 1o his own expe-
rience, which he relates in sucha winning manner 8s to tempi the
weary resident of the ity to change employment without delay. The
book will be invaluable to those jnterested in the subject.”—The
{Bosfon) Congregationalist,

3. OUR FARM OF FOUR ACRES, and the money
we made by it. 1 vol. 12me. Cloth, $1.

4" CHRISTIAN ASPECT OF FATTH AND DUTY.
By J.J. Tayrer. Withan Introdunction by Rev. H. W. BeL.*
Lows, D. D. 1 vol. 12mo. Cloth, $1.25.

5. THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN DESTINY. By
Rev. Opvicue DEwer, D. D. 1 vol. 8vo. Cloth, $2.25.
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