APPENDIX A

THE BANDO NEGRO (BLACK DECREE) PROCLAMATION
OF EMPEROR MAXIMILIAN, OCTOBER 3, 1865

MExIcANS: The cause sustained by D. Benito Juarez
with so much valor and constancy had already succumbed,
not only before the national will, but before the very law
invoked by him in support of his claims. To-day this
cause, having degenerated into a faction, is abandoned by
the fact of the removal of its leaders from the country’s
territory.

The national government has long been indulgent, and
has lavished its clemenecy in order that men led astray or
ignorant of the true condition of things might still unite
with the majority of the nation and return to the path of
duty. The desired result has been obtained. Men of
honor have rallied around the flag and have accepted the
just and liberal principles which guide its policy. Dis-
order is now only kept up by a few leaders swayed by
their unpatriotic passions, by demoralized individuals
unable to rise to the height of political principle, and by
an unruly soldiery such as ever remains the last and sad
vestige of civil wars.

Henceforth the struggle must be between the honorable
men of the nation and bands of brigands and evil-doers.
The time for indulgence has gone by: it would only en-
courage the despotism of bands of incendiaries, of thieves,
of highwaymen, and of murderers of old men and defense-
less women.
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