350 HISTORICAL VIEW

ssland of timber, his cavalry covering the left flank. - The artik
Jery, consisting of one double-forified medium brass twelves
pounder, then opened on our encampment. The infantry in col-
umn advanced with the design of charging our limes, but were
repulsed by a discharge of grape and canister from our artillery;
consisting of two six pounders. The enemy had occupied 3
piece of timber within rifle-shot of the left wing of our army, from
which an occasional interchange of small arms took place be-
tween the troops, until the enemy withdrew to a position on 1he
bank of the San Jacinte, about three quarters of a mile from our
encampment, and commenced a fortification. A short time before .
sunset, our mounted mer, about eighty-fivein number, under tha
special command of Col. Sherman, marched out for the purpose
of reconnoitring the enemy. Whilst advaneing, they received a
volley from the left of the enemy’s infantry, and after a sharp Ten-
counter with their cayalry, in which ours acted extremely well,
and performed some feats of daring chivalry, they retired in good
order, having had two men severely wounded, and several horses
killed. In the meantime, the infantry under the command of
1.ieut. Col. Millard, and Col. Burleson’s regiment, with the artils
Jery, had marched out for the purpose of covering the retreat of
the cavalry if mecessary. All then fell back in good order o
our encampment about sunsef, and remained without any ostels
sible actionuntilthe twenty-first, at half past three o’clock, taking
the first refreshment which they had enjoyed for twe days. "Fhe
enemy, in the meantime, extended the right flank of their infantry
so as to occupy the extreme point of a skirt of timber on the
bank of the San Jacinto, and secured their left by a fortification
about five feet high, constrocted of packs and baggage, leaving
anopening in the eentre of the breastwork in which the artillery
was: placed, their cavalry upon their left wing.
¢ About nine o'clock on the morning of the twenty-first, the

enemy were reinforced by five hundred choice troops, under the
command of Gen. Cos, increasing their effective force to upward
of fifteen hundred men, whilst cur aggregate force for the field
numbered seven hundred and eighty-three. At half past threo
o'clock in the evening I ordered the officers of the Texian army
to parade their respective commands, having, in the meantime,
ordered the bridge on the only road communicating with the Bra-
zos, distant eight miles from our encampment, to be destroyed,
thus eutting off all possibility of escape. Our troops parade
with alacrity and spirit, and were anxious for the contest. Thel
conscious disparity of numbers seemed only to increase their efs
thusiasm and confidence, and heightened their anxiety for the
conflict. Our situation afforded me an opportunity of making
the arrangements preparatory o the attack, without exposing ouf
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designs to the enemy. The first regiment, commanded by Col
Burleson, was assigned to the centre. The second ret;imﬂlt.
under th? command of Col. Sherman, formed the left wing of;h .
army. The f;rtll]cry, under the special command of Cocl' Geoe
W. Hockley, inspector-general, was placed on the right of the
first regiment ; an four companies of infaniry lIl!(}Gl? the com-
mand of Lieut. Col. Henry Millard, sustained the artillery upon
téml I';Elfh‘ Our cavalry, sixty-one in number, commandedpby‘
hu < ujgbeauT B. Lamar, (whose gallant and daring conduct on
the previous day had atiracied the admiration of his comrad
and called him to that station,) placed on our extreme right ioif’
pleted our line. Our cavalry was first despatched to the. 1'mn;
of the enemy’s lefi, for the purpose of attracting theit notice
whilst an éxtensive island of timber afforded us an opportunit )
g}glcyo::)ciz;:éra,ung_ our 301"{@3 and displaying from that point, atr:eé):
previous design of the troops. Every evoluti ¥

performed with alacrity, the whole adv:{}ncing ::lgdlty‘ ﬁ:‘ﬁgg :r?g
through an_open prairie, without any protection whatever for
our men. The artillery advanced and took station within two
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Col. Sherman with his regiment, having commenced the ae-

tion upon our left wing, the whole line, at the centre and on the
right, advancing in double quick time, rung the warcry “R
member the Alamo,” Teceived the enemy’s fire, and aévancgd witli-
m pomnt-blank shot before a piece was discha’wed from our I'mes.
Our line advanced without a halt, until they were in possessin!;
of the woodland and the enemy’s breastwork. The right win
of Burleson and the left of Millard, taking possessioon of lhg
breastwork ; our artillery having gallanily “charged up within
geventy yards of the enemy’s cannon, when it was takcli)l by ou
troops. "Fhe conflict lasted about eighteen minutes f'mm- thétim;
of close action, until we were in possession of the enemy’s en-
z(a};gfsmzllllt,thtékmg one piece of cannon, (loaded,j four stand of
e eir camp-equipage, stores and bagpage. Our cav-
ry had charged and routed that of the enemy 115{)11 the right
and given pursuit to the fugitives, which did not cease until t%e ;
;Erwed at the bridge which I have mentioned before Captaig
arnes, always among the foremost in danger, comma’ndin the
pursuers. The conflict in the breastwork Tasted but a fewg1n0~
Hents ; many of the troops encountered hand to hand, and not
fﬁ:ilrng the advantage of bayouets on our side, our riflemen used
breechr.nefl?lfe ::u$ a;ofilrf;,] br{;:akmg many of them off at the
. : imenced at half past four, and the pursuit
)% the main army continued until twilight. A guard was then
left in charge of the enemy’s encampment, and our army returned
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with their killed and wounded. In the battle, our loss was two
killed and twenty-three wounded, six of whom mortally. - The
enemy’s loss was 630 killed, among whom was one general offi-
ecr, four colonels, two lieutenant-colonels; five captains, twelve
Lieutenants. Wounded 208, of which were five colenels, three
lieutenant-colonels;iwo second licutenant-colonels,seven captains,
one cadet. Prisoners 720 President General Santa Anna, Gen.
Cos, four colonels, aids 1o Gen. Santa Anna, and the colonel of
the Guerrero battalion, are included in the number.  Gen. Santa
Anna was not taken until the 9294, and Gen. Cos on yesterday,
very few having escaped. About 600 muskets, 300 sabres and
200 pistols have been colleeted since the action ; several hundred
smules and horses were taken, and near twelve thousand- dollars
in specie. For several days previous to the aclion, our iroops
were engaged in foreed marches, exposed lo exeessive rains, and
the additional inconvenience of extremely bad reads, ill sup-
plied with rations and clothing—yet amid every difficulty they

bore up with cheerfulness and fortitude, and performed their =

marches with spirit and alaerity—there was no MUPHUFING.
« Previous to and during the action, my staff evinced every
disposition to be useful, and were actively engaged in their du-

tics. In the conflict I am assured that they demeaned themselvess

in such manner as proved them worthy members of the army of
San Jacinto.  Col. T- J. Rusk, Secretary of War, was on the
field.  For woeks his services had been highly beneficial to the
army; in battle he was on the left wing, where Col. Shermans
command first encountered and drove the enemy ; he bore him-
self gallantly, and continued his efforts and aciivity, Temainiog
with the porsuers until resistanice ceased.

| have the honor of transmitting herewith a list of all the
officers and men who were engaged in the action, which I re-
specifully request may be published, asan act of justice to the
individuals. For the commanding general to attempt discrimin=
ation as to the conduct of those who eommanded in the action or
those who were commanded, sould be impossible. Our success
in the action is conclusive proof of their daring intrepidity and
- courage ; every officer and man proved himself worthy of the
~gause in which he battled, while the triumph received a lustre
‘from the humanity which characterized their eonduct after victory,
and richly enfitles them to the admiration‘and gratitude of their
general. Nor should we withhold the tribute of our grateful
thanks from that Being who rules the destinies of nations, and
has in the time of grealest nieed enabled us to arrest a powerful
snvader whilst devastating our country. I have the hemnor to beg
with high consideration, your obedient servant,

«SAM. HOUSTON, Cammander-in-chief.”

G
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Army ORDER.

 Headquarters,
San Jacinto, May 5th,1836.

“ Comrades :—

< Circumstances connected with the battle of the 21st, ren-
der our separation for the present unavoidable. I need not ex-
press to you the many painful sensations which that necessity in-
flicts upon me. I am solaced, however, by the hope that we
will soon be re-united in the great cause of liberty. Brigadier
General Rusk is appointed to command the army for the present.
1 confide in his valor, his patriotism, and his wisdom—his con-
ductin the batile of San Jacinto was sufficient to ensure your
confidence and regard.

% The enemy, though retreating, are still within the limits of
Texas—their situation being known to you, you cannot be taken
by surprise. Discipline and subordination will render you invin-
cible. Your valor and heroism have proved you unrivalled.
Let not contempt for the enemy throw you off your cuard.
Vigilance is the first duty of a soldier, and Glory the proudest
reward of his: toils.

% You have patiently endured privations, hardships and diffi-
culties. Unappalled, you have encountered odds two to one of
the enemy against you, and borne yourselves. in the onset and
conflict of battle in a manner unknown in the annals of modern
warfare. While an enemy to our independence remains in Tex-
as, the work is incomplete ; but when liberty is firmly established
by your patience and your valor, it will be fame enough to say,
| was a member of the army of San Jacinto.”

«Jn taking leave of my brave comrades in arms, [ cannot
suppress the expression of that pride which I so justly feel in
having had the honor to command them in person, nor will
withhold the tribute of my warmest admiration and gratitude for
the promptness with which my orders were executed, and union
maintained throughout the army. At parting, my heart embraces
you with gratitude and affection.

« SAM. HOUSTON, Commander-in=chief:”
Vou. L. 30*




