TRAVELS IN CENTRAL AMERICA.

CHAPTER IV.

A SCHOOL AXD ITS REGULATIONS—CONVERSATION WI AN INDIAN—
PURCHASING A BRIDLE—A SCHO( IT E CATIONS NVERSATION TH AN
< }iiQL“I\Il LA—A CHURCH IN RUINS—A VETERAN OF THE FRENCH EMPIRE—ST. STEPHANOS—

A AXD O N 5 N A WIT MULETEEE—A DESERTED VILLAGE—A RUDE
L OF MOUNTAIN A FFAIE H. A 2 SER
N

ASSAULT—ARREST—IMPRISONMENT—R ELEASE:

. . s = R E: ide

Tae next day we were U])h‘{t’ll to wait for our ])‘1111(,{'(.0.1. Our gn ll&l

f ‘t‘i ni "}l[.]‘»{’f(‘l‘l‘ had \‘T"“.Ell one of our bridles H fUld here we found
O 1€ ‘: dll &

1.

the beginning of an annoyance }\'.hi(-h attgmled us tlIr.‘H;ght)l'_llfl:;;:]i::i
America, in the difficulty of buying anything ready ma; e.“ % enl-m';h
a blacksmith who had a bit partly made, but h:l‘tl not ‘v'n:;u.)‘.lt] ﬂ,.lj{;
to finish it. Fortunately, during the day an Indian arrived wi 1].Jt (f :
l{,;ld. and the bridle was (‘m;LNeted‘. The lw-.ulxt;'u.]lll\;c tl;u.ni,‘r_lqh ::f .a
:-mld-]vr, and the reins, which were n% platted leather ’|II\<:) ¢ u ] ok
whip, we were lucky enough to obtm.n ready mn_di.-. | It_ -AT”;'; a2
charcoal enabled the blacksmith to fit us out with onc‘ pan];n :) -{ ;.e__

At Zacapa, for the first time, we saw a RL‘h(lUl—ll(ﬂ]‘c{i. _ \:‘,;;e.“.all
spectable-looking building, with columns in front, and agains

hung a large card, headed—

g > 3 er students). 2d Decurions
¢ 15t Decurion (a student who has the care of ten other s
MONITOR, &cC. :
government of the school of first letters of this town;

4 erior regulation for the good Lol bt
it ‘\"]uch ought to be observed strietly by all the boys composing it,

with a long list of complicated articles, dt-chu’i‘ng- thtl' ;tll\\aul:iinillé:gz;
ishments. The school, for the guvumn'{uut of W hich 125:. L? 2 o
were intended, consisted of five boys, two besides t-.l]-.ctl L.Lflu)ig{n;f‘thc
monitor. It wasnearly noon, and the m:-.ste:;, who \\'.n; 1; : [csaw i
alcalde, had not yet made his appearance. The 071_1‘13 100\\., s
a Catholic prayer-book and a translation of _‘*I‘U!l-tt,‘?:,{{ll..lLu .sl. ‘iith.(,}ue .
Laws. The boys were fine little tb%lt_m‘:;, ]ml.t W hlt‘u 5 'II}'. e
them I had a trial of sums in addition, and l.h_vn ‘01 0;‘\£).l‘(,lr:i:; 1:1 m;lis}i
writing, in which he showed hix_'ﬂsvlt %‘etl')’{}ll‘i)ﬁclulll'tf \\‘I ltlll,*? in Sf ;
in a lm'nd which I could not mistake, “ [:‘1\’0 me sixpence.” elos

We were rather at a loss what to do with ourselves, ‘but |lnl : t =
noon our host called in an Indian for'i.hc Imriu)ser“\t. en:{x :qg;{iduiiim
make a vocabulary of Indian words. The ﬁf‘st .q‘u'_u»t‘.m’ll:‘t ; ..dml o
was the name of God, to which he answered, Santissima Trinidad,
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Holy Trinity.” Through our host 1 explained to him that T did not
wish the Spanish, but the Indian name, and he answered as before,
Santissima Trinidad, or Dios, “God” T shaped my question in a
variety of ways, but could get no other answer. He was of a tribe
called Chinante, and the inference was, either that they had never
known any Great Spirit who governed and directed the universe, or that
they had undergone such an entire change in matters of religion that
they had lost their own appellation for the Deity.

Our muleteer did not make his appearance till late the next day. In
the meantime, T had an opportunity of acquiring much information
about the roads and the state of the country; and, being satisfied that
50 far as regarded the purpose of my mission, it was not necessary to
proceed immediately to Guatimala, and, in fact, that it was better to
wait a little while and see the result of the convulsions that then dis-
tracted the country, we determined to visit Copan. It was completely
out of the line of travel, and, though distant only a few days’ journey,
in a region of country but little known, even at Zacapa ; but our mule-
teer said that he knew the road, and made a contract to conduet us
thither in three days, arranging the different stages beforehand, and
from thence direct to Guatimala,

At seven o’clock the next morning we started. Although both my com-
panion and myself were old travellers,our luggage was in bad packages for
travelling with mules over a mountainous countiry—hard to put on and
easy to fall off; and, in keeping with this, we had but one pair of spurs
between us. In an hour we forded the Motagua, still a broad stream,
deep, and with a rapid current ; and coming ouf with our feet and legs
wet diminished somewhat the regret with which we bade farewell for a
while to the beautiful river. For an hour longer we continued on the
plain of Zacaps, cultivated for corn and o chineal, and divided by fences
of brush and cactus. Beyond this the country became broken, arid,
and barren, and very soon we commenced ascending a steep mountain,
In two hours we reached the top, three or four thousand feet high, and,
looking back, had a fine view of the plain and town of Zacapa. Cross-
ing the ridge, we reached a bold precipitous spur, and very soon saw
before us another extensive plain, and, afar off, the town of Chiquimula,
with its giant church. On each side were immense ravines, and the
opposite heights were covered with pale and rose-coloured mimosa. We
descended by a long and zigzag path, and reached the plain, on which
were growing corn, cochineal, and plantain. Once more fording a
stream, we ascended a bank, and at two o'clock entered Chiquimula, the
head of the department of that name. TIn the centre of the plaza was
afine fountain, shaded by palm-trees, at which women were filling their
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n the sides were the church and cabildo. In one corner

rater-jars, and o
gy ance of a woman

was a house, to which we were attracted by the appear: ° o
ot the door. I may call her a lady, for she wore a frock not (?13(]2111.65‘“r
hind, and shoes and stockings, and had a face o'f uncom.mo;; u; ef he;
dark, and with ﬁne]y—peucilied eyebrows. To heighten the effect o

i : S in a few
e us a gracious welcome to her house, and in a

appearance, shie gav ' honhd
Lii?:mtea the shed was lumbered with our multifarious lugoage. o
st i i 4
After a slight lunch we took our guns, and, walking down to the edFe
= - 1 ¢ 18-
of the table land, saw, what had attracted our attention at a great

i i ins s seventy-five feet front and two
tance, a gigantic church in ruins. Tt was seventy-five

¥ > i The facade
ed an oot deen.and the walls were ten feet thick. _
pl e os of the saints, larger than life

-as adorned with ornaments and fignr
:}111; r‘j}{.:fl](}:md fallen, and inside were huge masses ?i‘ st(?ne and n‘ll]ort‘?:;
and a thick growth of trees. It was built by th'e Spaniards on the i;ih-
of the old Indian village ; but, having been t.w1ce shattere'c} by _e:row
s, the inhabitants had deserted it, and bl_ult the town w 191-:5 :tu 3
The ruined village was now occupied as a campo sanio,
were the graves of the principal inhas
e wall were the bones of priests and

quake
stands.
burial-place ; inside the church
bitants, and in the niches of th
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monks, with their names written under them. Outside were the graves
of the common people, untended and uneared for, with the barrow of
laced sticks, which had carried the body to the grave, laid upon the top,
and slightly covered with earth. The bodies had decayed, the dirt
fallen in, and the graves were yawning. Around this scene of desola-
tion and death nature was rioting in beauty; the ground was covered
with flowers, and parrots on every bush and tree, and flying in flocks
over our heads, wanton in gaiety of colours, with senseless chattering
disturbed the stillness of the grave.

We returned to the town, and found about twelve hundred soldiers
drawn up in the plaza for evening parade. Their aspect was ferocious
and banditti-like, and it was refreshing to see convicts peeping through
the gratings of the prison, and walking in chains on the plaza, as it gave
an idea that sometimes crimes were punished. With all their ferocity
of appearance, the officers, mounted on prancing mules or very small
horses, almost hidden in saddle-cloth and armour, wore an air border-
ing upon the mock heroic. While we were looking at them, General
Cascara, the commandant of the department, attended by a servant, rode
up to the line. He was an Ttalian, upwards of sixty, who had served
under Napoleon in Ttaly, and on the downfall of the Emperor had fled
to Central America. Banished by Morazan, and eight years in exile, ho
had just returned to the country, and six months before had been ap-
pointed to this command. He was ghastly pale, and evidently in feeble
health ; and T could not but think that, if recollections of the pomp of
war under the Emperor ever crossed his mind, he must needs blush at
his barefooted detachment.

He returned to his house, whither we followed and presented our
passport. Like the commandant at Yzabal, he seemed ill at ease, and

spoke much of the distracted state of the country. He was dissatisfied,

too, with the route I proposed taking ; and thongh I told him it was
merely to visit the ruins of Copan, he was evidently apprehensive that
I intended going to San Salvador to present my credentials to the
Federal government. He viséd the passport, however, as I required ;
though, after we left, he called Aungustin back, and questioned him very
closely as to our purposes. I wasindignant, but smothered my feelings
in consideration of the distracted state of the country, and the game of
life and death that was then playing throughout the land.

We returned to the house and the interesting lady who had welcomed
us to it. As yet we did not know whether she was sefora or senorita,
but, unhappily, we found that a man whom we supposed her father
Was her husband. When we inquired of her about a fine boy ten years
old, whom we supposed to be her brother, she answered, “cs mio,” he is
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waine ; and, as if it was fated that the charm of her appearance should
be broken, when, according to the rules of courtesy, T offered for her
choice a cigar and a puro, she took the latter. But it was solong sinee
T had seen a woman who was at all attractive, and her face was so in-
teresting, her manners were so good, her voice so sweet, the Spanish
words rolled so beautifully from her lips, and her frock was tied so close
behind, that, in spite of ten-year-old boy and puro, I clung to my first
impressions.

The next morning we rose early. Our interesting hostess and her
fatherly hushand were up betimes to assist us. 1t would have been an
offence to the laws of hospitality to offer them money ; but Mr. C.

e the boy a penknife, and 1 put on the finger of the seiiora a gold

gav
It was in French, and her

ring with the motto, “Souvenir d’amitié.”
husband could not understand if, nor, unfortunately, could she.

At seven o'clock we started. Passing the ruined church and the old
village, we rode over a rich valley so well cultivated with Indian corn
that it gave a key to the boy’s question, Whether we had come to Chi-
quimula to buy maize? Ata Jeague’s distance we came to the village
of San Estevan, where, amid a miserable collection of thatched huts,
stood a gigantic ehurch, like that at Chiquimula, roofless, and falling to
ruins. We were now in a region which had been seourged by civil
war. A year before the village had been laid waste by the troops of
Morazan.

Passing the village, we ¢
diverted into water-courses for irr
side of the stream was a range of high mountains.

it, we met an Indian, who told our muletee
as on the opposite side of:the river, and across the range

Wo roturned and forded the river; a great part of
the bed was dry, and we rode along it for some distance, but could
find no path that led up the mountain, At length we struck one, but
it proved to be a cattle-path, and we wandered for more than an hout
before we found the camino real; and this royal road was barely
a track by which a single mule could climb. It was evident that out
uleteer did not know the road, and the region we werc entering was
so wild that we had some doubts about following him. At eleven we
reached the top of the mountain; and, looking back, saw at a greas
distance, and far below us, the town of Chiquimula; on the right, up
the valley, the village of St. Helena; and, rising above. a few thntched:
huts, another gigantic and roofless church. On each side werg mouns
tains still higher than ours, some grand and gloomy, with their summiss
buried in the clouds; others in the form of cones

ame upon the bank of a stream, in some places
igating the land; and on the other
Continuing along
r that the camino real

for Copan w
of mountains.

and pyramids =
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so wild and fantastic that they seemed sportin
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] 5 e, on

heights apparently inaccessible. we « i
i‘:b milpa, or patch of Indian ce}r‘;.e ﬁgl‘;i?: r::ti}?e::g e
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e Dﬁu. R :: _fe n:]ountzun tops still towering above us, and on
rowe; et l._mmu?; a eep valley, We descended, and ﬁ;und it 1_1(iur
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e ‘;Lg:,fa. O}iposztel the church the muleteer told =
e q * “?) nab .ow':r,‘ b, with all our toils, we had made o ;13
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e ; er bz-g:mt_m church, According to the rout a: ’0'
muleteer, this ¢ -
i memen = 1is shoulﬁ have been the end of oul‘b first
e a]; e m‘ been to'ld that the cura could give us mu al
i f}f]_.u‘n]ls of Copan, and told him to cross over 3;.(;
R li o :,1 l;?.att, au_d, hurrying on the mules, added that w
e Imv. ]I(,ll f]e wished, and now he wonld not stop f{)l.‘ 1?58
take him, Jumped og' {illl;ldel‘]'\;el}i?;:g-! ];EI o ffg iy 0"81':
o b off 2 an atter him on foot. Aceidentally .
Em)& al hlisngazéit?ls, toysread‘y them in my helt, and he&i]?gl Ib%f:l:
o en b Cmﬂde e. We came to a parley. He said that if w
s t1410"5 I'C.‘lcl.l (?opan the next day; whereupon v.‘jlle
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. . i ailing,
At six o'clock we rose u
another gigantic church
and, coming upon them' i

around the moun-

pon a beantiful table land, on which stood
It was_the seventh we had seen that da
1 a region of desolation, and by mﬁuntai{:
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o improve, their
an hands had 1:;1':;{1‘;}:?}21’;3 ;we e%'ideuce of a
ding and expiring people. This stood in a more de;oiiil-:; 1-1;1}‘\135
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broke open >
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mandant Pefiol'and General Cascara,
tions; the alcalde said that he had se

it was printed, and en a small Piece of paper not bigger than his hand ;

whereas mine was the one given by government on a quarto sheet. Be-
sides this, they said that the seal of General Cascara was only that of
the department of Chiguimula, and it ought to be that of the State of

Guatimala. T did all in Iy power to show the insufficiency of these
objections; but, after a warm altereation, the young man said that we
should not proceed on our Journey, but must remain at Comotan until
information could be sent to Chiquimula, and orders received from
that place. We had no disposition to remain in such hands; threatened
them with the consequences of throwing any obstructions in our way ;
and T at length said that, rather than be detained there and Tose time,
we would abandon the Journey to Copan altogether, and return by the
road on which we came; but both the officer and the alcalde said
peremptorily that we should not leave Comotan.

The young man then told me to give up my passport. 1 answered
that the passport was given me by my own government ; that it was
the evidence of 1y official character, necessary for my personal se-
curity, and T would not give it up. Mr. Catherwood made 2 learned
exposition of the law of nations, the right of an ambassador, and the
danger of bringing down upon them the vengeance of the government
del Norte ; which I sustained with some warmth, but it was of no use.
At length T told him again that I would not give up the passport, but
offered to go with it myself, under a guard of soldiers, to Chiquimula,

or wherever else they chose to send. it. He answered, insu]tingly, that
we should ot 2o to Chiquimula, or anywhere else,—neither forward
nor backward ;

that we must stay where we were, and must give up
the passport. Finding Aarguments and remonstrances of no use, [
placed the paper inside my vest, buttoned my coat tight across my
breast, and told him he must get it by force ; and the officer, with a
gleam of satisfaction crossing hig villanous face, responded that he
would. T addeq that, whatever might be the immediate resuls, it
would ultimately be fatal to them ; to which he answered, with a sneer,
that they would run the risk. During the whole time, the band of
cowardly ruffians stood with their hands on their swords and machetes,
and two assassin-looking scoundrels sat on g bench, with muskets
against theiy shoulders, and the muzzles pointed within three foot of
my breast. [f we had been longer in the country, we should have
been more alarmed ; but as yet we did not know the sanguinary
character of the people, and the whole proceeding was so outrageous
and insulting that it roused our indignation more than our fears.

He paid no regard to my explana-
eI & passport once before, and that




48 TRAVELS IN CENTRAT, AMERICA.

Augustin, who, from having had a cut across the head with a machete,
which did not kill him, was always bellicose, begged me in French to
give the order to fire, and said that one round would scatter them all.
We had eleven charges, all sure: we were excited, and if the young
man himself bad laid his hands upon me, 1 think I should have
knocked him down at least ; but, most fortunately, before he had time
to give his order to fall upon us, a man, who entered after the rest, of
a better class, wearing & glazed hat and round-about jacket, stepped
forward, and asked to see the passport, T was determined not to trust
it out of my hands, and held it up before a blazing pine-stick while he
read it, and, at Mr. Catherwood’s request, alond.
I have since doubted whether even the officer had read it, or, if so,
whether he had communicated its contents; for it produced an effect
upon the alcalde and his alguazils ; and, after some moments of
anxious suspense to us, they forbore %o execute their threat, but said
that we must remain in custody. I demanded a courier, to carTy a
letter immediately to General Cascara, which they refused; but on my
offering to pay the expense of the courier, the alcalde promised to send
it. Knowing General Cascara to be an Italian, and afraid to trust my
Spanish, I wrote a note, which Mr. C. translated into Ttalian, informing
him of our arrest and imprisonment ; that we had exhibited to the
alcalde and soldiers who arrested us my special passport from my OWIl
government, with the endorsements of Commandant Peiiol and himself;
certifying my official character, which were not deemed sufficients
demanding to be set at liberty immediately, and allowed to proceed on
our journey without farther molestation ; and adding that we should,
of course, represent to the government ab Guatimala, and also to my
own, the manner in which we had been treated. Not to mince matters,
Mr. Catherwood signed the note as Secretary ; and, having 1o official
seal with me, we sealed if, unobserved by anybody, with a new
American half-dollar, and gave it to the alcalde. The eagle spread his
wings, and the stars glittered in the torchlight. All gathered round fo
examine it, and retired, locking us up in the cabildo, stationing twelve
men at the door with swords, muskets, and machetes ; and, at parting
the officer told the alcalde that, if we escaped during the night, his
head should answer for it.
The excitement over, Mr. C. and I were exhausted. We bad made
a beautiful beginning of our travels—but a month from home, and in
the hands of men who would have been turned out of any decems
prison lest they should contaminate the inmates. A peep at our beal
tiful keepers did not reassure us. They were sitting under the shed,
directly before the door, around a fire, their arms within reach, ant
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