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Earwy the next morning we prepared for our move to the ruins. We
had to make provision for housekeeping on a large scale; our culinary

utensils were of rude pottery, and our cups the hard shells of some
round vegetables, the whole cost, perhaps, amounting to four shillings,
We could not procure a water-jar in the place, but the alcalde lent us
one free of charge unless it should be broken, and as it was cracked at
the time, he probably considered it sold. By the way, we forced our-
selves upon the alcalde’s affections by leaving our money with him for
We did this with great publicity, in order that it might
“ plata” at the ruins, bu
Indeed, we

safe-keeping.
be known in the village that there was no
the alcalde regarded it as a mark of special confidence.
could not have shown him a greater. He wasa suspicious old miser, kept
his own money in a trunk in an inner Toom, and never left the hous
without locking the street door and earrying the key with him. He
made us pay beforehand for everything we wanted, and would nol
have trusted us half a dollar on any account.

Tt was necessary to take with us from the village all that could ot

tribute to our comfort, and we tried hard to get a woman; buf no o
wonld trust herself alone with us. This was a great privation; 8
woman was desirable, not, as the reader may suppose, for embellish-
ment, but to make tortillag. These, to be tolerable, must be eatel
the moment they are baked ; but we were obliged to make an armange
ment with the alcalde to send them out daily with the product
of our cow.

Our turn-out was equal to anything we had
Indian set off with a cowhide trunk on his bae
string as the groundwork of his load, while or
bark string a fowl wrapped in plantain leaves, t
being visible. Another had on the top of his trunk a
its legs tied and wings expanded, like a spread eagle.
cach side of his load strings of eggs,

had on the road, 0m8
k, supported by 8 bark
1 each side hung by8
he head and tail onlf

Jive turkey, with =
Another had o

each egg being wrapped carefullj 3
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in a._husk of corn, and all fastened like onions on a bark stri
,oo.kmg utensils and waterjar were mounted on the ‘h'wll FS ‘.l:“g-
Indians, and contained rice, beans, sugar, chocolate, &;3 : ZtG' f.) hei’
pork and bunches of plantains were pm;dent; and J u,'m c"m "én_‘c’s}?
arms our travelling tin coffee-canister filled with Iaré w};i -}le' Vit
country was always in a liquid state. i
At half-past seven we left the village. Fora short diste;nce the road
was open, but very soon we entered a forest, which conti;med‘ mﬂf'lﬁa
to t!le ruins, and probably many miles beyond. The road was i
Il?dzan footpath, the branches of the trees beaten down Sdalmere
with the rain, hanging so low that we were obliged to stoo f:lr“ t'C'-ll"Y
and very soon our hats and coats were perfectl; wet Serig il
From the thickness of the foliage the morning sun. could not dr
the deluge of the night before. The ground w;:l;s very muddy l()l-ykup
by streams swollen by the early rains, with gulleys in which El;e o len
floundered and stuck fast, in some places very difficult to cross lAn:l ??
all th(.e wreck of empires, nothing" ever spoke so forcibly f-}-u; WO ]ﬂcllf
u'nufatlnns as this immense forest shrouding what was :1ncie1;tl a 'r:;' :
clty. ane it had been a great highway, thronged with wf: ‘]eo el:
:::’1["8 stimulated by the same passions that give impulseltnphur‘:laz
(tm:;l: (:11"031; :;nltifttjhcy are all gone, their habitations buried, and no
In two hours we reached the River Micol, and in half an hour mor
that of Otula, darkened by the shade of the woods, and brm; :
beautifully over a stony bed. Fording this, very suorltfwe sawW n‘- l"n %
of stones, and then a round sculptured stone. We spurred Ku b a ;Il:: 5
ascent of fragments, 50 steep that the mules could barely c]ingb it t::: 5
t_ermce so covered, like the whole road, with trees, that it was 1':171
sible to make out the form. Continuing on this te,rmf*e we st gﬂs_
the fmzt of a second, when our Indians cried out Jil ,P‘ﬂ-x‘-cicc))p”p?‘ t}?t
pal‘act.a!’ and through openings in the trees we saw the fro;ztt of ,a 1 -
hm%dmg, richly ornamented with stuccoed figures on the iia.‘{i:rge
curious and elegant ; trees growing close :tgaiu:t it, and their Em: ?IS:
entering the doors; in style and effect unique J extraordina > 16915
n:‘tc-urnfldly beautiful. We tied our mules to tl,le trees mce;yl ‘:1“(
flight of stone steps forced apart and thrown down bzy‘tree: eam:;
;.\-n:jre,;ri the palace, ranged for a few moments along the cm‘rid;,r and
nto the courtyard, and after the first gaze of eager curiosity was ov
went back to the entrance, and, standingin the (?oorwa,y ﬂ!‘(ii a feu ; :
Jote of four mfmlds each, being the last charge of our ﬁrciamls. But_ f;—-
It.hi:‘ \\'I::y of giving vent to our satisfaction, we should have made the
oof of the old palace ring with a hurrah. It was intended, too, for
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effect upon the Indians, who had probably never heard such a
cannonade before, and almost, like their ancestors in the time of
Cortez, regarded our weapons as instruments which spit lightning, and
who, we knew, would make such a report in the village as would keep
any of their respectable friends from paying us a visit at night.

‘We had reached the end of our long and toilsome journey, and the
first glance indemnified us for our toil. For the first time we were in
a building erected by the aboriginal inhabitants, standing before the
Europeans knew of the existence of this continent, and we prepared to
take up our abode under its roof. We selected the front corridor as
onr dwelling, turned turkey and fowls loose in the eourtyard, which
was 80 overgrown with trees that we could barely see across it; and as
there was no pasture for the mules except the leaves of the trees, and
we could not turn them loose into the woods, we brought them up the
steps through'the palace, and turned them into the courtyard also.
At one end of the corridor Juan built a kitchen, which operation con-
sisted in laying three stones anglewise, so as to have room for a fire
between them. Our lnggage was stowed away or hung on poles
reaching across the corridor. Pawling mounted a stone about four
feet long on stone legs for a table, and with the Indians cut a number
of poles, which they fastened together with bark strings, and laid them
on stones at the head and foot for beds. We cut down the branches
that entered the palace, and some of the trees on the terrace, and from
the floor of the palace overloocked the top of an immense forest
stretching off to the Gulf of Mexico.

The Indians had superstitious fears about remaining at night among
the ruins, and left us alone, the sole tenants of the palace of unknown
kings. Little did they who built it think that in a few years their
royal line would perish and their race be extinet, their city a ruin, and
Mr. Catherwood, Pawling, and I and Juan its sole tenants, Other
strangers had been there, wondering like ourselves. Their names
were written on the walls, with comments and figures ; and even bere
were marks of those low, grovelling spirits which delight in profaning
holy places. Among the names, but not of the latter class, were those
of acquaintances: Captain Caddy and Mr. Walker; and one was tha
of a countryman, Noah O. Platt, New York. He had gone out to

Tobasco as supercargo of a vessel, ascended one of the rivers for log-
wood, and while his vessel was loading visited the ruins. His aceconnb
of them had given me a strong desire to visit them long before the

epportunity of doing so presented itself.
High up on one side of the corridor was the name of William Bean-
ham, and under it was a stanza written in lead-peucil.

3y means of
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a tree with nofches cut in it, I climbed up and read the lines. ~ The
rhyme was faulty and the spelling bad, but they breathed a deep sense
of the moral sublimity pervading these unknown ruins. The author
seemed, too, an acquaintance. 1 had heard his story in the village,
He was a young Irishman, sent by a merchant of Tobasco into the
interior for purposes of small traffic; had passed some time at Palenque
and in the neighbourhood ; and, with his thoughts and feelings turned
strongly toward the Indians, after dwelling upon the subject for some
time, resolved to penetrate into the country of the Caribs. His friends
endeavoured to dissuade him, and the Prefect told him— You have
red hair, a florid complexion, and white skin, and they will either
make a god of you, and keep you among them, or else kill and eat
you;” but he set off alone and on foot, crossed the river Chacamal, and
after an absence of nearly a year returned safe, but naked and ema-
ciated, with his hair and nails long, having been eight days with a
single Carib on the banks of a wild river, searching for a crossing-
place, and living upon roots and herbs. He built a hut on the borders
of the Chacamal River, and lived there with a Carib servant, prepar-
ing for another and more protracted journey among them, until at
length some boatmen, who came to trade with him, found him lying
in his hammock dead, with his skull split open. He had escaped the
dangers of a journey which no man in that country dared encounter,
to die by the hands of an assassin in a moment of fancied security.
His arm was hanging outside, and a book lying on the ground; pro-
bably he was struck while reading.  The murderers, one of whom was
his servant, were caught, and were then in prison in Tobasco. Unfor-
tunately, the people of Palenque had taken but little interest in any-
thing except the extraordinary fact of his visit among the Caribs and
his return safe. All his papers and collection of curiosities were scat-
tered and destroyed, and with him died all the fruits of his labours;
but, were he still living, he would be the man, of all others, to accom-
plish the discovery of that mysterious city which had so much affected
our imaginations,

As the ruins of Palenque are the first which awakened attention to
the existence of ancient and unknown cities in America, and as, on
that account, they are perhaps more interesting to the public, it may
not be amiss to state the circumstances of their first discovery.

The account is, that in the year 1750, a party of Spaniards travel-
ling in the interior of Mexico penetrated to the lands nerth of the
district of Carmen, in the province of Chiapas, when all at once they
found, in the midst of a vast solitude, ancient stone buildings, the
remains of a city, still embracing from eighteen to twenty-four miles

———————
3 i
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in extent, known to the Indians by the name of Casas .de Piedras:
From my knowledge of the country 1. am at ‘aluss to conjecture why
a party of Spaniards were travelling in that forest, or ho.w they could
have done so. Iam inclined to believe rather that the cx1stence.o1f the
ruins was discovered by the Indians, who had clearings in different
parts of the forest for their corn-fields, or perhaps was knolwn to them
from time immemorial, and on their report the inhabitants were

induced to visit them. _

The existence of such a city was entirely unknown; there is no
mention of it in any book, and no tradition that it had ever been.
To this day it is not known by what name it was cal].cd, and the 01_a]y
appellation given to it is that of Palenque, after the-village near which

the ruins stand.

The news of the discovery passed from mouth to mouth, was re.
peated in some cities of the provinee, and reached the seat of govern-
ment; but little attention was paid to it, and the I_E]eml?-.sb.n]).ft th;
government, through ignorance, alfath_\-‘, or the .zll.‘tlilirll II.J"]-I-JU?E:I i lka 0
oceupying themselves with ;mytlun;:.; except pu},nlw r-ll‘ﬁilll‘h,l took mno
measures to explore the ruins, and it was lnot till !.rb_{i, 1.llll‘f-§‘l years
subsequent to the discovery, that ﬂ:el_km'g of" Spain u‘rde&:‘.l [::u
exploration; on the third of May, 1'1-\‘1, Captain Antmm‘J : i
arrived at the village, under a commission frutl.l the ;__r_on_-n.lment' of
Guatimala, and on the 5th he proceeded to .thc‘ site of the rlfmenl city.
In his official report he says, on making his flI‘S't essay, owing to the
thickness of the woods, and a fog so dense t-lm? it was uupossli‘;lc.for
the men to distinguish each other at five paces’ distance, the prineipal
building was completely concealed from their view. |

He returned to the village, and after concerting measures w“rlf‘ the
deputy of the distriet, an Ot'ilcl"“':ls issued to t‘luz 1.1%]|jm.lnta(31tat(l)f ]Etnlll
bala, requiring 200 Indians with axes and lnl.lhooks.. i Tlf 1-0 .1‘-11,
seventy-nine arrived, furnish.cd “Itll' t\\'cnty—mght. axes, ‘Ai i-E]:-: W mi:n
twenty more were obtained in the village; ;mfl \.\‘1th ﬂlehe ‘ e ]'Lga
moved forward, and immediately commenced felling trees, which was

ollowed by a general conflagration.
tOI}IL‘l‘::\ll'ep?art Ef Captain Del Rio, with the comm‘mlt:n:y of Doct(}r P:.]l]l:
Felix Cabrera, of New Guatimala, deducing an .bgyptmn origin | u:niSh
people, through either the :-:upincu-ﬁs' or th‘u l_;calf.nmg, of l:l.llet.‘l:p\timQ
government, was locked up in the :11'chlvc:s of (-ua:tunala 111‘11;1‘ l;_e‘ 5
of the revolution, when, by the operation of }l!}l}l".‘ll pl‘lnCl[.'l'l:{-,]o
original manuseripts came into the lmm‘ls of an Iun;?rh:sh genﬂeﬁ"?edigg
resident in that country, and an English tt"ansl‘atmn was pu l.l?l :
London in 1822, This was the first notice in Europe of the discovery
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of these ruins; and, instead of electrifying the public mind, either
from want of interest in the subject, distrust, or some other cause, so
little notice was taken of it, that, in 1831, the Literary Gazette, a
paper of great eirculation in London, announced it as a new discovery
made by Colonel Galindo, whose unfortunate fate has been before
referred to. Ifa like discovery had been made in Italy, Greece, Egypt,
or Asia, within the reach of European travel, it would have created an
interest not inferior to the discovery of Herculaneum, or Pompeii, or
the ruins of Pastum. -

While the report and drawings of Del Rio slept in the archives of
Guatimala, Charles the Fourth of Spain ordered another expedition,
at the head of which was placed Captain Dupaix, with a secretary and
draughtsman, and a detachment of dragoons. His expeditions were
made in 1805, 1806, and 1807, the last of which was to Palenque.

The manuseripts of Dupaix, and the designs of his draughtsman
Castenada, were about to be sent to Madrid, which was then occupied
by the French army, when the revolution broke out in Mexico; they
then became an object of secondary importance, and remained during
the wars of independence under the control of Castenada, who de-
posited them in the Cabinet of Natural History in Mexico. In 1828
M. Baradere disentombed them from the cartons of the museum,
where, but for this accident, they might still have remained, and the
knowledge of the existence of this city again been lost. The Mexican
Congress had passed a law forbidding any stranger not formally autho-
rized to make researches or to remove objects of art from the country;
but, in spite of this interdict, M. Baradere obtained authority to make
researches in the interior of the republic, with the agreement that
after sending to Mexico all that he collected, half should be delivered
to him, with permission to transport them to Europe. Afterwards he
obtained by exchange the original designs of Castenada; and an au-
thentic copy of the itinerary and desecriptions of Captain Dupaix was
promised in three months. From divers circumstances, that copy did
not reach M. Baradere till long after his return to France, and the
work of Dupaix was not published until 1834-5, {wenty-eight years
after his expedition, when it was brought out in Paris, in four volumes
folio, at the price of 800f., with notes and commentaries by M. Alex-
andre Lenoir, M. Warden, M. Charles Farcy, M. Baradere, and M. De
St. Priest.

Lord Kingsborough’s ponderous tomes, so far as regards Palenque,
are a mere reprint of Dupaix, and the cost of his work is 807 per copy.
Colonel Galindo’s communications to the Geographical Society of Paris
are published in the work of Dupaix, and since him Mr. Waldeck, with
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fands provided by an association in Mexico, had passed two years
among the ruins. His drawings, as he states in a work on another
place, were taken away by the Mexican government ; but he had
retained copies, and before we set out, his work on Palenque was
announced in Paris.- It, however, has never appeared, and in the
meantime Dupaix’s is the text-book.

1 have two objections to make to this work, not affecting Captain
Dupaix, who, as his expedition took place thirty-four years since, is nof
likely to be affected, if he be even living, but his Paris editors. The
first is the very depreciating tone in which mention is made of the
work of his predecessor, Del Rio, and, secondly, this paragraph in the
introduction :—

« Tt must be considered that a government only can exccute such
undertakings. A traveller relying upon his own resources, cannof
hope, whatever may be his intrepidity, to penetrate, and, above all, to
live in those dangerous solitudes; and, supposing that he succeeds, ib
is beyond the power of the most learned and skilful man to explore
alone the ruins of a vast city, of which he must not only measure
and draw the edifices still existing, but also determine the circumfers
» the soil and explore the subter:

ence and examine the remains, dig
raneous constructions. M. Baradere arrived within fifty leagues of
f going there; but what could

Palenque, burning with the desire o
a single man do with domestics or other auxiliaries, without moral
force or intelligence, against a people still half savage, against serpents
and other hurtful animals, which, according to Dupaix, infest these
ruins, and also against the vegetative force of a nature, fertile and
owerful, which in a few years re-covers all the monuments and olr
structs all the avenues?”

The effect of this is to crush all individual enterprise, and, more-
over, it is untrue. All the accounts, founded' upon this, represent
o visit to these ruins as attended with immense difficulty and danges
to such an extent that we feared to encounter them; but there is 00
difficulty whitever in going from Europe or the United States 0
Our greatest hardships, even in our long journey through

Palenque.
of the countries and

the interior, were from the revolutionary state
want of time; and as to a residence there, with time to construet
and to procure Stors

a hut or to fit up an apartment in the palace,
ngerous solitudes” might be anythiod

from the seaboard, those * dax

rather than unpleasant.
And to show what :ndividuals can accomplish, T state that Mn

(Catherwood’s drawings include all the objects represeuted in the work
of Dupaix,and others besidés which do not appear in that work ab
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and have never before been presented to the public; among which i
the drawing No. 40, and the large tablets of hierur:I : lllll'oné i
curious and interesting pieces of -Scu]ptm'e :-1t Pa[o(naqgg m;) fz]l}(_tl3 m'?St
the full knowledge that I shall be contradicted by futu‘-e t ( ‘l,l Mtb
I_am wrong, that the whole of Mr. C.’s are more corrz:ct s _91‘3 :
tions, out]ixfe, and filling np than his, and furnish more tri:n P'I OP'('H--
for .speculn.t:on and study. I would not have said thus muck elm:tf?'”;d
a wish to give confidence to the reader who may be dié osed 1t b
g?tfc and study these interesting remains. As to mols)t.‘:f' t';o “1‘;‘.3?“‘1
'.Vlﬂlt(fd by us, he will find no materials whatever except those ;:: ll‘;w‘l‘
in these pages. In regard to Palenque, he will find a s nllendiil.mb H]t
t?le materials of which were procured under the smactim.l!.o[' a clm:zr(:iﬂs:
sion frrljm government, and brought out with explanations and con‘1-
mcntarms.by the learned men of Paris, by the side of wlhi,ch this
octavo shrinks into insignificance; but I uphold the drawings agai ”:
thcﬁe_' costly folios, and against every other book that has 3"‘(\‘1‘@;"1"*
published on the subject of these ruins. The object lms: been, n tj?cu
Produce an illustrated work, but to present the ;Il‘awin:v.\: in ;r1c}01 g i
inexpensive form as to place them within reach of the heribinis o
the reading community. s
But to return to ourselves in the palace. While we were makin
i{:‘ (J}g;t:i'\l"ilt-iozls, Juan was engaged in a business that his soul lovc'f
e 0 L T s e oy oS
' : anly occupation of a muleteer
and n§1»1!-cc1 to that of a menial servant. He was anxjous to be left 11;
t.h(.' ﬂl_]ugc, {111(1- did not like the idea of stopping at th(; ruins, but \1.';1'-;
leco-nmlcd to it by beivg allowed to devote himself vxch:éively to
;0(1];61:}'. At four o’clock, with a bright sunshine, we sat down to our
lnjt dinner. The tablecloth was two broad ]uaves,. each about two feet
q(tJlli-‘-'(:lI;?Il:ckts‘c‘l from a tree on the terrace before the door. Our salt-cellar
i holding o 140 pounlyin ot S e
e Sfone p(.s‘un( §, in lumps from the size of
11- > ﬂ) at of a heu‘:. egg. Juan was as happy as i he had pre-
]: ::;qrr‘f,d_mfm. exclusively for his own eating; and all went merry as
iy ld 1:1,:.9 bell, when suddenly the sky became overcast, and a sharp
t-]ml::: ei:;lﬁizpt:llsr%l;lc:l ffho] al't_t‘rnoou‘s storm. an? the elevation of
i ;md - ? ;Jl t‘ 1e palace commanded a view of the top of
T WJ. S )lv uf\uc m? the trees bent down by the force of the
£ 50][“‘13(;&. i(n ;t:?ntm ce 1‘),3.3{‘ swept ’t-hr({ngh Ele open doors, which
g scape, was renched by

the rai v,
i : lll- We snatched away our plates, and finished our meal as
> could.
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The rain continued, with heavy thunder and lightning, all the
afternoon. In the absolute necessity of taking up our abode among
the ruins, we had hardly thought of our exposure to the elements until
it was forced upon us. At night we could not light a candle, but the
darkness of the palace was lighted up by fireflies of extraordinary
size and brillianey, shooting through the corridors and stationary on
the walls, forming a beautiful and striking spectacle. They were of
the description with those we saw at Nopa, known by the name of
shining beetles, and are mentioned by the early Spaniards, among the
wonders of a world where all was new, “ as showing the way to those
who travel at night.” The historian describes them as ¢ somewhat
smaller than Sparrows, having two stars close by their Eyes, and two
more under their Wings, which gave so great a Light that by it they
could spin, weave, write, and paint; and the Spaniards went by night
to hunt the Utios or little Rabbits of that country; and a-fishing,
carrying these animals tied to their great Toes or Thumbs: and they
called them Locuyos, being also of use to save them from the Gnats,
which are there very troublesome. They took them in the Night with
Firebrands, because they made to the Light, and came when called by
their Name; and they are so unwieldy that when they fall they
cannot rise again ; and the Men stroaking their Faces and Hands with
sort of Moisture that is in those Stars, seemed to be afire as long
as it lasted.”

It always gave us high pleasure to realize the romantic and seem-
ingly half-fabulous accounts of the chroniclers of the conquest. Very
often .we found their quaint deseriptious so vivid and faithful as to
infuse the spirit that breathed through ‘their pages. We caught
several of these beetles, not, however, by calling them by their names,
but with a hat, as school-boys used to catch fireflies. They are more
than half an inch long, and have a sharp movable horn on the head;
when laid on the back they cannot turn over except by pressing this
horn against a membrane upon the front. Behind the eyes are two
round transp#rent substances, full of luminous matter, about as 1arge
as the head of a pin, and underneath is a larger membrane containing
the same luminous substance. Four of them together threw a brilliant
light for several yards around, and by the light of a single one We
read distinctly the finely-printed pages of an American newspaper:
Tt was one of a packet, full of debates in Congress, which I had as yeb
barely glanced over, and it seemed stranger than any incident of our
journey to be reading by the light of beetles, in the ruined p:\]{tc?. of
Palenque, the sayings and doings of great men at home. ']’.h‘ese‘thlllgs
brought up vivid recollections of home, and among the familiar images
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presgnt were the good beds into which our friends were about that time
turning. _Ours were set up in the back corridor, fronting the court-
yard. ‘T!ns corridor consisted of open doors and pilasters alternately.
The wind and rain were sweeping through, and, unfortunately, our
beds were not out of reach of the spray. They had been set ui) with
some labour on four piles of stones each, and we could not then ehanee
theirrposition. We had no spare articles to put up as screens; bt?t,
}'n}{p})lly_, two ur?abre]las, tied up with measuring rods and wrapped in a
piece of matting, had survived the wreck of the mountain-roads,
These Mr. C. and I secured at the head of our beds. Pawling swune
a hammock across the corridor so high that the sweep of the rcain onl;
touched the foot; and so passed our first night at Palenque. In the
morning, umbrellas, bed-clothes, wearing apparel, and hammocks were
wet through, and there was not a dry place to stand on. Already we
considered ourselves booked fora rheumatism. We had looked to our
residence at Palenque as the end of troubles, and for comfort and
pleasure, but all we could do was to change the position of our beds
to places which promised a better shelter for the next night.

A good breakfast would have done much to restore our equanimity ;
but, unhappily, we found that the tortillas which we had brought out,,
the day before, probably made of half-mouldy corn, by the excessive
dampness were matted together, sour, and spoiled.  We went through
our beans, eggs, and chocolate without any substitute for bread, and,
as often before in time of trouble, composed ourselves with a cigar.,
Blessed be the man who invented smoking, the soother and composer
of a troubled spirit, allayer of angry passions, a comfort under the
loss of breakfast, and to the roamer in desolate places, the solitary
wayfarer through life, serving for “wife, children, and friends.”

At about ten o’clock the Indians arrived with fresh tortillas and
milk. Our guide, too, having finished cutting up and distributing
the hog, was with them. He was the same who had been CI‘H[)]O}'CE
by Mr. Waldeck, and also by Mr. Walker and Captain Caddy, and was
recommended by the Prefect as the only man acquainted with the
ruins.  Under his escort we set out for a preliminary survey. Of our-
selves, leaving the palace, in any direction, we should not have known
which way to direct our steps.

In regard to the extent of these ruins. Even in this practical age
the imagination of man delights in wonders. The Indians and tﬁe
people of Palenque say that they cover a space of sixty miles; in a
series of well-written articles in our own country they have been set
do*..vn as ten times larger than New York; and lately I have seen an
article in some of the newspapers, referring to our expedition, which
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represents this city, discovered by us, as having been three times as
Jarge as London! It is not in my nature to discredit any marvellous
story. I am slow to disbelieve; and would rather sustain all such
inventions; but it has been my unhappy lot to find marvels fade away

as I approached them: even the Dead Sea lost its mysterious charm;

and besides, as a traveller and “ writer of a book,” I know that if I
go wrong, those who come after me will not fail to set me right. Under
these considerations, not from any wish of my own, and with many
thanks to my friends of the press, I am obliged to say that the Indiang

and people of Palenque really know nothing of the ruins personally,

and the other accounts do not rest upon any sufficient foundation.
The whole country for miles around is covered by a dense forest of
th a growth of brush and underwood unknown in the
£ our own country, and impenetrable in any direction
What lies buried in thaf
without a guide

gigantic trees, Wi
wooded deserts o
except by cutting a way with a machete.
forest it is impossible to say of my own knowledge ;
we might have gone within 100 feet of all the buildings without dis-
covering one of them.

Captain Del Rio, the first explorer, with men and means at com-
ort, that in the execution of his commission he
all the woods; he does not say how far, but,
xcavations made in the interior of the
Captain Dupaix, acting under
sources such a commission
lings than those mentioned
but, having the benefit of

mand, states in his rep
cut down and burned
judging from the breaches and e
buildings, probably for miles around.
a royal commission, and with all the re
would give, did not discover any more buil¢
by Del Rio, and we saw only the same;
them as guides, at least of Del Rio (for at that time we had not seen
Ilul'-aix's.wm'k}, we of course saw things which escaped their obserya-
tion, just as those who come after us will see what escaped ours. This
place, however, was the principal object of our expedition, and it was
and intention to make a thorough exploration. Respect for
my official character, the special tenour of my passport, and letters
from Mexican authorities, gave me every facility. The Prefect assumed
that T was sent by my government expressly to explore the ruins; and
every person in Palenque except our friend the alcalde, and even he; &
much as the perversity of his disposition would permit, was disposed

idental difficulties which were insuper:

to assist us. But there were accl
able. TFirst, it was the rainy season. This, under any circumstancs
not commence till

would have made it difficult; but as the rains did
three or four o’clock, and the weather was always clear in the morning
st alone would not have been sufficient to prevent our attempting it
but there were other difficulties, which embarrassed us from the

our wish
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}Eﬁiin‘lii’ e:in}; cent‘mrued during our whole residence among the ruins,
- ot an axe or spade in the place, and, as usual, the onl
instrument was the machete, which here was likc,m short : d wi 4
bladed sword; and the difficulty of procuring Tiince to ?n 1:I “'l-cd
grcnh‘:r than at any other place we had visifo(f. It was the ‘s(?r : d?‘
planting corn, and the Indians, under the immediate pre‘ssm-e OFC?SOI} 5
were all busy with their milpas. The price of an Iudi:;u’s !“tbom?m-le’
ninepence per day; but the alcalde, who had the directic;n :f} ;13:3
branch of the business, would not let me advance to more tl T
shilling, and the most he would oug.—fge to send was from fm:rm’zJ m “'3
a day. They would not sleep at the ruins, came late, and went (:n:'?
carly; s?metimes only two or three appeared, and the ;mne men rar Iy
:Lllle.t\\fl(‘,ﬁ, so that during our stay we had all the Indians of the :f
lage in rotation. This increased very much our labour, as it made li;
necessary to stand over them constantly to direct their \;ork ; '1[1;1 just
as one set began to understand precisely what we w;‘mte(f :s'e “]&
obliged to teach the same to others; and I may remark ;lmt t-htclii
labour, though nominally cheap, was dear in reference to the work
done. .
But to _1'ett1rn: Under the escort of our guide we had a fatigning
lfut most interesting day. What we saw does not need any cm::rcr-:
tion. It awakened admiration and astonishment. In the aftr;:mt;n
came on the regular storm. We had distributed our beds, however
along the corridors, under cover of the outer wall, and wi'rc l)et;:eJ
lnl:otegtcd, but suffered terribly from mosquitoes, tl.:o noise :;nd Stiuf’:
of which drove away sleep. In the middle of the ni{rht-l-took up 11(13‘
mat to escape from these murderers of rest. The l'ﬂi?.] had umsedl "ll‘.lﬁ
the mo n, breaking through the heavy clouds, with a misty face li;l;ted
up the ruined corridor. I climbed over a mound of stones at nuec end
where the wall had fallen, and, stumbling along outside the )-11-100’
(iut;red a lateral building near the foot of theotower, gr{)pcdli(ﬁ the,
S R e b et
s : . Bats ying and whizzing through the
l.r:l?sagc, ROy, and sinister; but the ugly creatures droc\"e m\'a; mos-
qll.ltOBS;:. The dampness of the passage was cooling and refreshing;
n.nd, with some twinging apprehensions of the sn:kes and re tiI:s’
lizards and scorpions, which infest the ruins, I fell asleep. =




