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CHAPTER XXXVT.

9 3000 Feet
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—ANOTHER BUILDING—A LARGE TABLET—i CROSS—CONJECTURES 1y REGARD TO THIS
CROSS—BEAUTIFUL SCULPTURE—A PLATFORM — CURIOUS: DEVICES—4 STATUE—ANOTHER
PYRAMIDAL STRUCTURE SURMOUNTED BY A BUILDING—CORRIDORS — 4 CURIOUS BAS-RELIEP
—STONE TABLETS, WITH FIGURES IN BAS-RELIEP—TABLETS AND FIGURES—THE
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THE plan opposite, No. 57, indicates the position of all the buildings
which have been discovered at Palenque. There are remains of others

in the same vicinity, but so utte rly dilapidated that we have not thought
it worth while to give any deseription of them, nor even to indicate
their places on the plan,

From the palace no other building is visible,
is called the subterraneous passage,
of the terrace, an

Passing out by what
you descend the south-west corner
d at the foot immediately commenc
ruined pyramidal structure, which appears once to h
all its sides. These steps have been thrown down by the trees, and it
18 necessary to clamber over stones, aiding' the feet by clingiug to the
branches. The ascent is go steep, that if the first m:

an displaces a
stone it bounds down the side of the pyramid, and woe to those behind!
About half-w:

1y up, through openings in the trees, is seen the building
represented in the engraving No. 58. The height of the structure on
which it stands is 110 feet on the slope.” The engraving represents the
actual condition of the building, surrounded and overgrown by trees,

but no description and no drawing can give effect to the moral .sub-

limity of the spectacle. From the multiplicity of engravings required
to illustrate the architecture and arts of this unknown people, we have
felt obliged to omit many striking and picturesque views, for fear of
Wwearying the reader. The ruins and the forest made the deep and
abiding impression upon our minds; but our object is to pre
building as restored, as subjects for speculation and comparison with
the architecture of other lands and times. The supposed restorations
were made after a careful examination, and in each case the reader
will see precisely what we had to guide us in making them

remark, however, that the buildings are the only parts w

tempted to restore; the specimens of sculpture and stueco

were drawn as we found them.
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1e engraving, No. 59, represents the same building cleared from i : ‘“Hi“ﬂ" ok
forest and restored, and, according to our division, marked on the plan I AU Wl
No. 1. In the plate are given the ground-plan (beginning at the
bottom), the front elevation, a section showing the position of tablets

within, and the front elevation on a smaller gcale, with the pyramidal

structure on which it stands.

The building is 76 feet in front and 25 feet deep. It has five doors
and six piers, all standing. The whole front was richly ornamented in
stuceo, and the corner piers are covered with hieroglyphics, each of
which contains 96 squares. The four piers are ornamented with
human figures, two on each side, facing each other, which are repre-
sented in the following engravings in the order in which they stand
upon the piers.

The first, No. 60, is that of a woman with a child in her arms; af
least we suppose it to be intended for a woman from the dress. It 18
enclosed by an elaborate border, and stands on a rich ornament. The
head is destroyed. Over the top are three hieroglyphies, and there are
traces of hieroglyphies broken off in the corner. The other three
following are of the same general character; each probably had an
infant in the arms, and over each are hieroglyphics.

At the foot of the two centre piers, resting on the steps, are two

stone tablets with what seemed interesting figures, but so encumbered

with ruins that it was impossible to draw them. .
The interior of the building is divided into two corridors, running
lengthwise, with a ceiling rising nearly to a point, as in the palace, and
paved with large square stones. The front corridor is seven feet wide '
The separating wall is very massive, and has three doors, a large one
in the centre, and a smaller one on eachside. In this corridor, on cach.
gide of the principal door, is a large tablet of hieroglyphies, each thir
teen feet long and eight feet high, and each divided into 240 squares
of characters or symbols, Both are set in the wall 50 as to projett
three or four inches. In one place a hole had been made in the wall
close to the side of one of them, apparently for the purpose of
attempting itsremoval, by which we discovercd that the stone is about
a foot thick. The seulpture is in bas-relief. The tablets are répres
sented in the engravings, Nos. 64, 6. :
The construction of the tablets was a large stone on each side, =
and smaller ones in the centre, as indicated by the dark lines in the :

M

engrayings.
In the right-hand tablet one Jine is obliterated by water thak has S
trickled down for an unknown length of time, and formed a sOTt@ :
stalactite or hard substance, which has incorporated itself with the ] F. Catherwood,
: 60. BAS-RELIEF IN STUCCO

On one of the Piers of No. 1, Casas de Piedra, Palengue
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04, RIGHT-HAND SIDE TABLET OF HIEROGLYPHICS IN OUTER CORRIDOR OF No. 1, CASAS DE PIEDRA, PALENQUE.




TTVAM HANNT NO SOTHJATOOUIIH 40 LATAVLI
SOOI o

.

=Sl
2N
af

fl
rJ_
]

)l

F. Cotherwood,
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