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manner. The part represented in the engraving embraces about twenty
feet of the Casa del Gobernador. The whole exterior of this building
presents a surface of 700 feet; the Casa de las Monjas is 2,000 feet,
and the extent of sculptured surface exhibited by the other buildings
we are not able to give. Complete drawings of the whole would form
one of the most magnificent series ever offered to the publie, and such
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RUINS BEAR NO RESEMBLANCE TO THE AECHITECTURE OF GREECE AND RI}M.EfNUTHI.;.' 3
LIEE THEM IN EUROPE—DO KOT HRESEMELE THE ENOWN WORES OF JAPAN AND l“'l(l\'A':
KEITHER THOSE OF HINDU—X0 EXCAVATED TEMPLES FOUND—THE F'\'HA!IH;E- ﬂ;' EGYP‘-P N
THETR ORIGINAL STATE, DO NOT RESEMBLE WHAT ARE CALLED THE FYRAMIDS OF \\u:a'u:.\
—THE TEMPLES OF EGYPT NOT LIKE THOSE OF AMERICA—SCULPTURE NOT 3‘]‘{;“ SAMIP.
AS THAT OF EGYPT—FROBAELE ANTIQUITY OF THESE RUINS—ACCOUNTS OF THE S-I’A,Yi‘a‘ﬂ
HISTORTANS—THESE CITIES PROBABLY-BUILT BY THE RACES INHABITING THE ('1)(}4";{[
AT THE TIME OF THE SPANISH CONQUEST—THESE RACES NOT YET EXTINCT. :

We have now finished the exploration of ruins. And here T would be
willing to part, and leave the reader to wander alone and at will
through the labyrinth of mystery which hangs over these ruined cities;
but it would be craven to do so, without turning for a moment to
the important question, Who were the people that built these cities?

Since their discovery, a dark cloud has been thrown over them in
two particulars. The first is in regard to the immense difficulty and
danger, labour and expense, of visiting and exploring them. Tt will
appear from these pages that the accounts have been exaggerated ;
and, as regards Palenque and Uxmal at least, the only places which
have been brought before the public at all, there is neither difficulty in
reaching nor danger in exploring them.

The second is in regard to the age of the buildings; but here the
cloud is darker, and not so easily dispelled.

I will not recapitulate the many speculations that have already
been presented. The most irrational, perhaps, is that of Captain
Dupaix, who gives to the ruins of Palenque an antediluvian origin ;
and, unfortunately for him, he gives his reason, which is the accumu-
L ; lation of earth over the figures in the courtyard of the palace. His
it is yet our hope one day to be able to present. The reader‘ will be visit was thirty years before ours; and, though he cleared away the
able to form some idea of the time, skill, al?d ]:11.1-,11‘1- ]-L‘flllll'ed_ for earth, the accumulation was again probably quite as great when we
making them; and, more than this, to conceive the immense time, were there. At all events, by his own showing, the figures were not
skill, and labour required for carving such a surface of stone, and the entirely buried. 1 have a distinet recollection of the condition of those
le who could command such monuments, and have no seruple in saying that, if entirely buried, one
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wealth, power, and cultivation of the peoj
skill and labour for the mere decoration of their Sdificon _Pﬂ"bnb]y Irishman, with the national weapon that has done such gervice on our
each stou.e is part of canals, would in three hours remove the whole of this antediluvian
an allegory or fable, hidden from us, inscrutable under the light of t.i‘le deposit. I shall not follow the learned commentaries upon this
foeble torch we may burn before it, but which, if ever revealed, will suggestion of Captain Dupaix, except to remark that much learning
show that the history of the world yet remains to be written.

all these ornaments have a symbolical meaning ;
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and research have been expended upon insufficient or incorrect data,
or when a bias has been given by a statement of facts; and, putting
ourselves in the same category with those who have furnished these
data, for'the benefit of explorers and writers who may succeed us I
ghall narrow down this question to a ground even yet sufficiently
broad, viz. a comparison of these remains with those of the architec-
- ture and sculpture of other ages and people.

T set out with the proposition that they are not Cyclopean, and do
not resemble the works of Greek or Roman ; there is nothing in
Europe like them. We must look, then, to Asia and Africa.

1t has been supposed that at different periods of time vessels from
Japan and China have been thrown upon the western coast of America.
The civilization, enltivation, and science of those countries are known
to date back from a very early antiquity. - Of Japan I believe some
accounts and drawings have been published, but they are not within
my reach; of China, during the whole of her long history, the interior
has heen so completely shut against strangers that we know but little
of her ancient architecture. Perhaps, however, that time is close at
hand. At present we know only that they have been a people not
given to change; and if their ancient architecture be the same with
their modern, it bears no resemblance whatever to these unknown
Tuins.

The monuments of India have been made familiar to us. The
remains of Hindu architecture exhibit immense excavations in the
rock, cither entirely artificial or made by enlarging natural caverns,
supported in front by large columns cut out of the rock, with a dark
and gloomy interior.

Among all these American ruins there is not a single excavation.
The surface of country, abounding in mountain sides, seems to invite
it; but, instead of being under ground, the striking feature of these
ruins is, that the buildings stand on lofty artificial elevations; and it
can hardly be supposed that a people emigrating to a new country,
with that strong natural impulse to perpetuate and retain under their
eyes memorials of home, wonld have gone so directly counter to
national and religious associations.

In sculpture, too, the Hindus differ entirely. Their subjects are far
more hideous, being ingeneral representations of human beings dis-
torted, deformed, and unnatural, very often many-headed, or with
three or four arms or legs thrown out from the same body.

Lastly we come to the Egyptians. The point of resemblance upon
which the great stress has been laid is the pyramid. The pyramidal
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the interstices between the steps, but have fallen down. In the upper
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every pyramid in Egypt was built with its sides perfectly smooth,
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resemblance between them and what are called the pyramids of
America, ceases.

Next to the pyramids, the oldest remains of Egyptian architecture,
such as the femple of Abousimboul in Nubia, like those of the Hindus,
are excavations in the rock, from which it has been supposed that the
Egyptians derived their style from that people. 1In later times they
commenced erecting temples above ground, retaining the same features
of gloomy grandeur, and remarkable for their vastness and the massive-
ness of the stone used in their construction. This does not seem to
have been aimed at by the American builders. Among all these ruins
we did nof see a stone worthy of being Iaid on the walls of an Eggq)—
tian temple. The largest single blocks were the “idols,” or “ obelisks”
as they have been called, of Copan and Quirigua ; but in Egypt stones
large as these are raised to a height of twenty or thirty feet and Iaid
in the walls, while the obelisks which stand as ornaments at the doors,
towering, a singlestone, to the height of ninety feet, so overpower them
by their grandeur, that, if imitations, they are the feeblest ever
attempted by aspiring men.

Again, as to sculpture. The idea of resemblance in this parficular
has been so often and so confidently expressed, and the drawings in
these pages have so often given the same impression, that T almost
hesitate to declare the total want of similarity. What the differences
are I will not attempt to point out; but, that the reader may have
the whole subject before him at once, I have introduced a plate, No. 81,
of Egyptian sculpture taken from the side of the great monument at
Thebes, known as the Vocal Memnon, and T think, by comparison with
the engravings before presented, it will be found that there is no
resemblance whatever. . If there be any at all striking, it is only that
the figures are in profile, and this is equally true of all good sculpture
in bas-relief. :

There is, then, no resemblance in these remains to those of the
Egyptians; and, failing here; we look elsewhere in vain. They are
different from the works of any other known people, of a new order,
and entirely and absolutely anomalous: they stand alone.

1 invite to this subject the special attention of those familiar with
the arts of other countries; for, unless T am wrong, we haye a conclu-
sion far more interesting and wonderful than that of connecting the
builders of these cities with the Egyptians or any other people. Itis
the spectacle of a people skilled in architecture, sculpture, a.nf} draw- .
ing, and, beyond doubt, other more perishable arts, and possessing the
cultivation and refinement attendant upon these, not derived from the
01d World, but originating and growing up here, without models or
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