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Ocean those of San Barnabé, Santa Maria, Almejas and La
Magdalena, of some importance as a rendezvous for whalers.

Ports—The principal ones are those of Loreto, formerly capital
of the T torv : Escondida, Pichilingue, and on the Ocean that
of San Bartolomé, situated on the 27° 45’ north latitude,

Natural productions—They are but few, for the want of
streams, the scarcity of rains and the barrenness of the soil. Some
few fruits are produced, sugar-cane, olives, corn and grapes do very
\\('H.

But little stock is raised in the Terntory.

Mining —It is supposed that mining would pay well if it was
dt:\'('lup(-il pr‘niw:!:‘.. The mines of Flores, Santa Ana, Valle Per-
dido. San Antonio, Mulegé and La Gu lla were at one time worked
with great profit. The unt 1d wealth of mines in this Territory 15
equal to that of any of the Mexican States.

La Paz, capital of the Territory, is situated in latitude
24° 6 40! north, and the 119 17 15’ west longitude from the City
of Mexico. Population, 4,000 st uls and increasing.

I'he whole population of the Territory, in 1862, was sct down at
12,000 people, but according to later statistics the population is

now 21,645 inhabitants.

THE FEDERAL DISTRICT OF MEXICO.

Limits—The Federal District of Mexico extends northward to
the town of San Cristobal Ecatepec, westward to the town of Re-
medios, southward to the town of San Augustin de las Cuevas or
Tlalpan, and eastward to El Pifion Viejo.

Area.—50 square leagues.

Population.—315,906 inhabitants.

Political divisions.—The Federal district is divided irto four
sub-districts, viz.: Guadaloupe Hidalgo, Tacubaya, Tlalpan,
Xochimilco.

The total value of real estate in the district is set down at
$51,650,464. The expenditures of the municipality of the City of
Mexico amounts yearly to the sum of $856,000

THE CITY OF MEXICO.
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*s promisc. Here you have the origin of the

;zation of the oracle
in Republic.

coat-of-arms of the Mexic:
The Aztec nation, being then convinced ti
their promised land, commenced building their cabins around the
T enuchtli, making artificial soil by means of vines and drft, In
this manner th f the waters of the lagoon.
The life the Aztecs
Their city, which they cal

1at they had reached

e city was raised out o
led at first was a poor and miserable one.

cac-

led Tenochitlan, or the city of the
in a long course of years, was changed
into “ Mexico,” which means fountain or flowing water ; although it
pr(_n‘.mbi-: that it was named after an idol that the first set-
nd named Mexstly.

had a population of over three

tus upon a rock,” which,

is more
tlers brought with them a

At the time of the conqucst it
hundred thousand souls; but when it surrendered to Cortez, on the
13:h of August, 1521, it was nothing but a heap of ruins and ashes,
and the fine edifices and temples which had succeeded the first huts
of the Aztecs were all destroyed.

The population of the city, at the present, can well be estimated
and twenty-five thousand people.

at over two hundred
-In 1865 the city boasted of 482

Buildings and institutions.

streets, all at right angles, and not less than fourteen varas or forty

feet wide, and of sixty squares.
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named after the Marquis of Guardiola, who built his residence there,
which is now the property of Mr. Escandon. In olden times the
waters of the lagoon came as far as this place. It is reported that
Chirino, who had revolted against Cortez, while absent on his
expedition to Yucatan, was exposed in an iron cage on this square.
On this square is a hack station.

El Sagrario—This beautiful church (the name signifying the
place where sacred relics are kept) is adjoining the cathedral, and
was the first parochial church built in the City of Mexico after its
conquest by Cortez. Itis said that the Franciscan friars were the
founders of the parish church, which is at present the cathedral, in
1524, and Don Pedro- de Villagran was the first parish priest of
Mexico. The Sagrario was burned, and was rebuilt by Don Fran-
cisco Antonio Lorenzana, archbishop of Mexico in 1767. The
style of its architecture is one which is contemporary with the

1 of Louis XV.in France; it was in its apogee in Spain at the
end of the seventeenth and the b nning of the eighteenth cen-
turies, and is considered by competent judges of architecture to be
a style of decline; it was namc d after the Spaniard who invented
it, “ Churiguera,” leaving out the defects that are proper to a style
that has laid aside all known rules applicable to the different orders
of architecture, the front of the Sagrario will captivate the attention
of the traveler by the neatness and perfection of its mouldings,
for the boldness of its columns, and the masterly finish in its
smallest details.

Palacio Municipal (City Hall).—It is also called Deputacion
(Deputation), Casa de Cabildo (corporation or chapter house). The
present building was finished in 1792 at a cost of $130,000; it has
g1 varas, or over 252 feet, front on the main plaza of Mexico, and
122 feet deep, occupying an area of 4,004 square varas. Besides
the city and district offices, the building contains the corporation
jail, some apartments rented to private individuals, and the Longa

or Merchants’ Exchange, which is as fine as any in the world. The
first municipal house was burned by together with the vice-
roy’s palace and other buildings, in the year 1692, while the Count
de Galve was viceroy, and a part of the city was also sacked by
the mob.

Tturbide Hotel, or Stage Hotel.—This house was occupied by
Don Augustine ] mperor of Mexico, and is known as

b= el i o
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“La Casa del E T ide.”

s Casa del Emperador Iturbide.” It was built by the Count d
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ash-trees equally distant from the columns, and a parallel line
with them ; these constitute one of the finest walks in the city, and
is known as the Paseo de las cadenas ; it is particularly attrac-
tive by moonlight.

The entrance to the prebendary (canonigos) is situated on the
east, surrounded by a fine irc n-railing ; the principal front of the
building, which faces south, has three entrances, composed of two
styles of architecture—the first Doric, and the second Ionic, with
statues in bas-relief.

Its two towers are 72 varas, or 200 feet, in height, and cost
$199,000.

Between towers, and above the main-entrance, is a

beautiful clock, face of gilt metal, above which are three
statues representing the three theological virtues, artistically exe-
cuted. In the two towers are forty-eight bells ; those worthy of
notice are : 1st, Santa Maria de Guadaloupe (Holy Mary of Guada-
loupe), w ‘n‘l is 36 feet in height; 2d, that of * Dona Maria,”

which w Saint Angel,” weighs

14,000 pounds
Besides the entrances already mentioned, the cathedral has

hs 15,000 pounds; and 3d, ¢ called

three more, two of which are situated on the north of the builc
on one side of which is the chapel of Las Animas (the Souls),
where the remains of the ; are deposited.

The cupola and lante vhich i .ight is nearly on a level
with the towers, show elaborate and tasteful art.

The interior of the edifice belor to the Doric order; has
beautiful and elevated arches, five naves, two closed and three
opened, the latter with fourteen pillars with columns on each of its
sides : from the pilasters start the arc hes to meet others before it,
and on the sides of the two lateral naves are located fourtee
chapels, all enclosed with balustrades of iron and carved-wood, be-
sides the six chapels named as follows: 1st, De los Reyes (of
the Kings), where are buried the viceroys; 2d, Las Animas (the
Souls); 3d, Del Buen Despacho (of the Good Resolution); 4th,
San José (St. Joseph) ; 5 th. San Lorenzo (St. Lawrence) ; and 6th,
the El Pardon (the I‘m on). In the latter a mass is said every
half hour every day during the year.

Between the vaults and other space of the temple are 147

windows, and in the cupola and lantern already mentioned, which
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and moulded by Don Manuel Tolsa, and was placed on its pedestal
in 1803. From four o'clock in the afternoon mounted police are
placed on guard from the Acordada prison to the end of the paseo,
from distance to distance, in order to preserve order among the
numerous files of carriages circulating.

The College of Mines.—This grand edifice was planned and
built by Don Manuel Tolsa, and was completed April 3, 1813, ata
cost of $1,500,000. The front of the building faces north on
Gt. Andrew Street; it has 298 feet front; one of the sides of the
edifice faces east on the alley of Bethemite, and has 344 feet front ;
the other, west, on the alley of the Countess, and has 2,123}2
feet : the edifice occupies an area of 10,835 square varas (nearly
two American acres) ; the lower floor has 7 court-yards, 5 foun-
tains, § stairways and 76 rooms. The floor between the ground-
floor and first-floor has 1 fountain, 4 stairways and 75 rooms. The
first story has 3 fountains, 2 stairways, 83 rooms. The terraces:

2 fountains, 2 stairways and § rooms, making a total of 7 court-

vards, 11 fountains, 13 stairways and 238 rooms. Its org:
d

as a high-school leaves nothing to be desired, and well deserves
the visit of the traveler.

El Paseo de la Viga—Itis situated on the bank of the canal
of the same name, and is a beautiful walk, well planted with trees.
This canal unites the two large lakes of the valley of Mexico. At
times the canal and the walk presents one of the most picturesque
sights that one can imagine : the little boats in which the Indians
bring to market their great va iety of fruits and flowers, their game,
poultry and fish, the great variety of their costumes, and particu-
larly those of the women, who always dress in bright colors, give
this place a curious appearance to the traveler. Itis a busy place
on market days , this is really the people’s walk, while the Paseo de
Bucareli is the aristocratic walk and drive.

The Street of Roldan Bridge—At this bridge is the real
landing for boats going up or down the canal, and at this point a
disagreeable smell, caused by the stirring of the turbid water of the
canal, the fruits and garbage that is thrown into it, takes away a
great deal of the charm that the place would otherwise have. But
no one visiting the City of Mexico should fail to see it.

Environs—The hall, castle, stately trees and spring of Cha-
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A national school of fine arts, situated in Academy Street.
nal civil service and commercial school, in the old
hospital of Terceros.

A national school of arts and trades, kept in the ex-convent of
San Lorenzo.

A national school for deaf and dumb, in the old convent of
Corpus Christi.

The National Museum is situated in the old mint building.

The National Libr is situated in the ex-convent of San
Augustin.

All of these high-schools or academies are interesting to the
scientist; they are perfect in their organization. Their libraries
are interesting and can be consulted with profit. As much has
been done in the City of Mexico to teach the highest branches of

science as in any other large city of the world.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SANCTUARY OF THE HOLY VIRGIN OF
GUADALOUPE, PATRONESS OF MEXICO.

El Santuario de Guadaloupe—Two fine causeways and a
railroad, the first constructed in the Republic by Mr. Escandon,
lead from the City of Mexico to the town of Guadaloupe, distant a
little less than three miles from the City, on the border of lake
Texcoco.

Here is situated the sanctuary of (}uazi.ahmpe-, of which it may
by said that there are few in the world as celebrated with the Catholics
as this one, especially in the Republic of Mexico, where it is the
symbol of religion and independence.

Tradition.—The tradition is simple and practical, and the
participants of humble origin. Juan Diego was an Indian from the
village of Cuautitlan—who had but recently been converted to the
Catholic faith—of good conduct and behavior; his family consisted
of his wife, Maria Lucia, and an uncle named Bernardino. Juan
Diego earned his living by working in the town of Tolpetlac, from
which place he was accustomed to often visit the village of Santiago
Thaltilolco to hear the Franciscans that had charge of the parish
preach the Catholic doctrine. In one of his trips, while crossing
the ridge of brushy mountains that rise in that portion of the

valley on the border of a lake which the Indians c
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flowers which he was to take to the bishop in proof of the truth of
what has just been related.

In these hills, where nothing grows but chapparal, and where
no flowers are ever seen, still Juan Diego found a great many beau-
tiful and fragrant flowers; which he gathered in his cloak (/7/ma)
and went to Mexico to take them to the bishop, who having heard
that the Indian was bringing the proof he had called upon him to
produce, received him in his parlor with much curiosity, and
accompanied by many priests and friends.

The Indian, in a very modest way, related to the bishop what
had taken place, then dropping the flowers he had in his cloak
(#7lma), the bishop and his followers dropped on their knees before
the image of the Virgin that appeared painted on the cloak or
ayate of the happy and fortunate Juan Diego.

This took place from the gth to the 12th of December, 1531,
nineteen years and four months after the conquest, Clement XII.
being pope, and the Emperor Charles V, being king of Spain.

The above is the religious tradition, transmitted from father to
son in regard to the Virgin which is venerated in the Sanctuary.

As soon as the Bishop Zumarraga recovered from his great
emotion and admiration caused by the beautiful and rich flowers and
by the sight of the singular image of the Virgin that appeared to
him on the cloak of the Indian, he complimented Juan Diego and
sent for his uncle, Juan Bernardino, who sure enough was found
well and cured of all his infirmities, as the Virgin had announced
to the poor Indian, Juan Diego. The bishop, accompanied by
many priests and persons of notability, together with Juan Die
visited all the places where the Virgin had appeared to him. While
visiting these places, they kissed and prayed over them with great
devotion and then returned to the episcopal palace, which in those
days was situated on the site of the present street of Donceles,
and there temporarily deposited the image of the Virgin, which
a few days afterwards was transferred to the Cathedral. A short
time afterwards, the building of an hermitage was begun on the

hill of Tepeyacac at the expense of Bishop Zumarraga, and the
following year, 1533, the image was removed to the hermitage
amid a solemn procession made for that purpose.

Juan Diego built himself a little home adjoining the temple,
and entirely dedicated himself to thé worship of the Virgin for

93

seventeen years after the miracle, and died in 1548, at the age
of seventy-four. His uncle, Juan Bernardino, died of vellow fever
(cocolixir) in the year 1544, being eighty-six years of :1}_‘3', and was
buried in the old L'h'.lpl.‘] of the Vi g

For ninety years the Virgin remained in this temple, which was
rather small and of poor architecture, but among the good Catholics
of Mexico the devotion to the Virgin of Guadaloupe had, by this
time, increased so much, that many contributions were I:L;Ii:' and
the beautiful cathedral which now adorns the town of Guadaloupe
was begun, the corner stone of which was laid about the middle
of November, 1622, by the most illustrious Lord Don Juan de la
Serna, archbishop of Mexico. The building alone of the cathedral
cost the large sum of $800,000, not including a tabernacle of silver,
a present from the Viceroy Count of Salvatierra, and sixty lamps of
silver which were hung in the vaults of the temple. )

The worshippers became so libe 1at with their gifts ar -
amounts they slu’}m‘r'ihrrl, many ricl ments w:r:L::«:r:}l.[:]:}:;,
some of them more valuable than those owned by the Cathedral of
Mexico. The ornaments and articles used for services in this great
Church were of silver, and valued at five thousand marcs,

The chapel called Del Cerrito, which is built on the spot where
the Virgin first appeared to Juan Diego, was constructed
dred years later at the expense of Don C
and his wife Dona Teresa Peligrina. The causeway, built of rock,
was constructed at the expense of Don Fray Pay de Rivera, arch-
bishop and first viceroy of Mexico, as well as the aqueduct and
fountain which is located in the square of the town. ;

For many years this temple was placed under the care of four
or six priests, but in 1750, Don Manuel Jose de Rubio y Salinas

i archbishop, it was transformed into an abbey, and :.!\,.- abbot
nons took possession of the abbey. About that time Pope

t IV. conceded to the church a special mass and |

In 1751, an enquiry was held, at the demand of Dr. Don

Francisco de Soles, and judicial proceedings were instituted to
prove the apparition of the Virgi
were de-
posited all the treasurers of G
battles that preceded the storming of Me
The Virgin of Guadaloupe was stam
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the fibers of indigenous plants, manufactured by the Indians, “ sons
of the soil ™ (Aijos del pafs). She appears clothed with a loose
woolen gown falling from her neck to her feet, a mantle covering her
head, the same as worn by the noble Aztec maidens: her color is
dark brown, her hair black and loose, her physiognomy is amiable,
candid and modest. She appeared to an Indian in a place cele-
brated among the Indians, all of which is entirely natural and charac-
teristic of the country which had but just been conquered. The
Virgin was called the Creole Virgin, and the poor race which had
just been vanquished and humiliated, after having seen its fields
destroyed, its cities and homes burned, and its blood run into
streams, found itself with a divine being to whom they might appeal
from the cruelties and injustice of humanity. After fire and sword,
came the sweet and pacific conquest of religion.

When the old curate of Dolores, Don Miguel Hidalgo, raised
the first cry in favor of Mexican independence on the night of
September 16th, 1810, he caused a flag to be raised upon which was
painted an image of the Virgin of Guadaloupe. After the Mexican
independence was gained, the village where the temple of Guada-
loupe is situated was raised to the rank of c7udad or city. Under
the name of “ Ciudad de Guadaloupe de Hidalgo,” a name which
causes every Mexican to remember the civil and religious history
of which we have just given a sketch.

In October, 1821, the Emperor Iturbide instituted the order of
Guadaloupe, which became extinguished after the overthrow of his
Empire and the republican form of government established. This
order given as a reward to civil and military merit was reéstablished
by General Santa Anna on the 1g9th of December, 1853.

Guadaloupe also brin to recollection one of the greatest
events that took place on this continent. It was in that city that
the celebrated treaty of peace, that put an end to the war between
the United States and Mexico, was signed on the 2d day of Febru-
ary, 1848, Messrs, Licenciado Don Bernardo Couto, Licenciado
Don Miguel Atristani and Don Luis G. Cuevas being plenipoten-
tiaries on the part of Mexico, and Mr. Nicolas P. Trist on the part
of the United States of America.

The city has improved a great deal of late years. The principal
income of the Cathedral, which is actually one of the finest churches
on this continent, is derived from a lottery which is drawn in the
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City of Mexico monthly ; but gifts from all classes of people amount
yearly to very large sums.

The 12th of each month a high mass is celebrated, which is
generally well attended by people from the City of Mexico ; but on
the 12th of December is a great religious fe stival which is attended
by p:'v‘n.;a'lvl from all parts of Mexico to celebrate the day uj
‘t}_u- Virgin patroness of Mexico first appeared to Juan Diego,
I'housands of Indians in their orignal dress attend the festivities
every year.

on which

The original flag used by Hidalgo in 1810 is deposited in this
Cathedral.
The number of miracles which the Mexicans cl

aim to have
been performed by their patroness is much

; : : : Ltoo l.n-"h":‘ to be ])Ui)-
lished in this notice, although a catalogue of them would be inter-

esting to read by the faithful. Nevertheless persons going to Mexico
should not fail to visit the place.

Among the distinguished dead buried there are the Viceroy

r had,
n which a lamp is con-

Antonio de Bucarelli, one of the best executives Mexico eve
and Colonel Obregon, who has a chapel in

stantly kept burning.




