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enemy had an eye on all his movements, and, should
he cripple his strength by sending away too many de-
tachments or by employing them at too great a distance
would be prompt to take advantage of it. His onl};
expeditions, hitherto, had been in the neighborhood,
\\:llfzre the troops, after striking some sudden and de-
cisive blow, might speedily regain their quarters. The
utmost watchfulness was maintained there, and the
Spaniards lived in as constant preparation for an assault
as if their camp was pitched under the walls of Mexico.

On two occasions the general had sallied forth and
engaged the enemy in the environs of Tezcuco. At
one time a thousand canoes, filled with Aztecs, crossed
the lake to gather in a large crop of Indian corn, nearly
ripe, on its borders. Cortés thought it important to
secure this for himself. He accordingly marched out
and gave battle to the enemy, drove them from the
field, and swept away the rich harvest to the granaries
of Tezcuco. Another time a strong body of Mexicans
had established themselves in some neighboring towns
friendly to their interests. Cortés, again sallying, dis-
lodged them from their quarters, beat them in several
skirmishes, and reduced the places to obedience. But
these enterprises demanded all his resources, and left
him nothing to spare for his allies. In this exigency,
his fruitful genius suggested an expedient for supplying
the deficiency of his means.

Some of the friendly cities without the Valley, ob-
serving the numerous beacon-fires on the mountains,
inferred that the Mexicans were mustering in great
strength, and that the Spaniards must be hard pressed
in their new quarters. They sent messengers to Il'ez-
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cuco, expressing their apprehension, and offering re-
inforcements, which the general, when he set out on
his march, had declined. He returned many thanks
for the proffered aid; but, while he declined it for
himself, as unnecessary, he indicated in what manner
their services might be effectual for the defence of
Chalco and the other places which had invoked his
protection. But his Indian allies were in deadly feud
with these places, whose inhabitants had too often
fought under the Aztec banner not to have been en-
gaged in repeated wars with the people beyond the
mountains.

Cortés set himself earnestly to reconcile these differ-
ences. He told the hostile parties that they should be
willing to forget their mutual wrongs, since they had
entered into new relations. They were now vassals of
the same sovereign, engaged in a common enterprise
against the formidable foe who had so long trodden
them in the dust. Singly they could do little, but
united they might protect each other’s weakness and
hold their enemy at bay till the Spaniards could come
to their assistance. These arguments finally prevailed ;
and the politic general had the satisfaction to see the
high-spirited and hostile tribes forego their long-
cherished rivalry, and, resigning the pleasures of re-
venge, so dear to the barbarian, embrace one another
as friends and champions in a common cause. To this
wise policy the Spanish commander owed quite as much
of his subsequent successes as to his arms.™

Thus the foundations of the Mexican empire were

14 Rel. Terc. de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, pp. 204, 205.—Oviedo, Hist.
de las Ind., MS., Iib. 33, cap. 19.
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hourly loosening, as the great vassals around the capi-
tal, on whom it most relied, fell off one after another
from their allegiance, The Aztecs, properly so called,
formed but a small part of the population 'of the Valley.
This Wwas principally composed of cognate tribes, men-
bers of the same great family of the Nahuatlacs who
had come upon the plateau at nearly the same time.
They were mutual rivals, and were reduced one after
another by the more warlike Mexican, who held them
in subjection, often by open force, always by fear.
Fear was the great principle of cohesion which bound
together the discordant members of the monarchy ; and
this was now fast dissolving before the influence of a
power more mighty than that of the Aztec. This, it is
true, was not the first time that the conquered races
had attempted to recover their independence. But all
such attempts had failed for want of concert. It was
reserved for the commanding genius of Cortés to ex-
tinguish their old hereditary feuds, and, combining
their scattered energies, to animate them with a com-
mon prineiple of action.™

15 Oviedo, in his admiration of his hero, breaks out into the
following panegyric on his policy, prudence, and military science,
which, as he truly predicts, must make his name immortal. Itis a
fair specimen of the manner of the sagacious old chronicler. *Sin
dubda alguna la habilidad y esfuerzo, é prudencia de Hernando
Cortés mui dignas. son que entre los cavalleros, & gente militar en
nuestros tiempos se tengan en mucha estimacion, y en los venideros
nunca se desacuerden. Por causa suya me acuerdo muchas veces de
aquellas cosas que se escriven del capitan Viriato nuestro Espafiol y
Estremefio; y por Hernando Cortés me ocurren al sentido las muchas
fatigas de aquel espejo de caballerfa Julio César dictador, como parcce
por sus comentarios, € por Suetonio ¢ Plutarco € otros autores que en
conformidad escriviéron los grandes hechos suyos, Pero los de Her
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Encouraged by this state of things, the Spanish
general thought it a favorable moment to press his
negotiations with the capital. He availed himself of
the presence of some noble Mexicans, taken in the
late action with Sandoval, to send another message to
their master. It was in substance a repetition of the
first, with a renewed assurance that, if the city would
return to its allegiance to the Spanish crown, the
authority of Guatemozin should be confirmed and the
persons and property of his subjects be respected. To
this communication no reply was made. The young
Indian emperor had a spirit as dauntless as that of
Cortés himself. On his head descended the full effects
of that vicious system of government bequeathed to
him by his ancestors. But, as he saw his empire
crumbling beneath him, he sought to uphold it by his
own energy and resources. He anticipated the defec-
tion of some vassals by establishing garrisons within
their walls. Others he conciliated by exempting them
from tributes or greatly lightening their burdens, or by
advancing them to posts of honor and authority in the
state. He showed, at the same time, his implacable
animosity towards the Christians by commanding that
every one taken within his dominions should be straight-
way sent to the capital; where he was sacrificed, with

nando Cortés en un Mundo nuevo, € tan apartadas provincias de
Europa, é con tantos trabajos ¢ necesidades é pocas fuerzas, é con
gente tan innumerable, ¢ tan bdrbara é bellicosa, ¢ apacentada en
carne humana, € aun habida por excelente ¢ sabroso manjar entre sus
adversarios; é faltindole 4 él 6 4 sus milites el pan € vino é los otros
mantenimientos todos de Espafia, y en tan diferenciadas regiones é
aires ¢ tan desviado € 1éjos de socorro € de su principe, cosas son de
admiracion.”” Hist, delas Ind., MS., lib. 33, cap. 20.
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all the barbarous ceremonies prescribed by the Aztec
ritual.”®

While these occurrences were passing, Cortés re-

16 Among other chiefs, to whom Guatemozin applied for assistance
in the perilous state of his affairs, was Tangapan, lord of Michoacin,
an independent and powerful state in the West, which had never been
subdued by the Mexican army. The accounts which the Aztec em-
peror gave him, through his ambassadors, of the white men, were SO
alarming, according to Ixililxochitl, who tells the story, that the king's
sister voluntarily starved herself to death, from her apprehensions of
the coming of the terrible strangers. Her body was deposited, as
usual, in the vaults reserved for the royal household, until prepara-
tions could be made for its being burnt. On the fourth day, the
attendants who had charge of it were astounded by seeing the corpse
exhibit signs of returning life. The restored princess, recovering her
speech, requested her brother’'s presence. On his coming, she im-
plored him mnot to think of hurting a hair of the heads of the myste-
rious visitors. She had been permitted, she said, to see the fate of the
departed in the next world. The souls of all her ancestors she had
beheld tossing about in unquenchable fire ; while those who embraced
the faith of the strangerswere in glory. As a proof of the truth of her
assertion, she added that her brother would see, on a great festival
near at hand, a young wartior, armed with a torch brighter than the
sun, in one hand, and a flaming sword, like that worn by the white
men, in the other, passing from east to west over the city. Whether
the monarch waited for the vision, or ever beheld it, is not told us by
the historian. But, relying perhaps on the miracle of her resurrection
as quite a sufficient voucher, he disbanded a very powerful force which
he had assembled on the plains of Avalos for the support of his brother
of Mexico. This narrative, with abundance of supernumerary incidents,
not necessary to repeat, was commemorated in the Michoacdn picture-
records, and reported to the historian of Tezcuco himself by the
grandson of Tangapan. (See Ixtlilxochitl, Hist. Chich,, MS., cap.
g1.) Whoever reported it to him, it is not difficult to trace the same
pious fingers in it which made so many wholesome legends for the
good of the Church on the 0ld Continent, and which now found,
in the credulity of the New, a rich harvest for the same godly
work.
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ceived the welcome intelligence that the brigantines
were completed and waiting to be transported to Tez-
cuco. He detached a body for the service, consisting
of two hundred Spanish foot and fifteen horse, which he
placed under the command of Sandoval. This cavalier
had been rising daily in the estimation both of the
general and of the army. Though one of the youngest
officers in the service, he possessed a cool head and a
ripe judgment, which fitted him for the most delicate
and difficult undertakings. There were others, indeed,
as Alvarado and Olid, for example, whose intrepidity
made them equally competent to achieve a brilliant
coup-de-main. But the courage of Alvarado was too
often carried to temerity or perverted by passion; while
Olid, dark and doubtful in his character, was not en-
tirely to be trusted. Sandoval was a native of Medellin,
the birthplace of Cortés himself. He was warmly
attached to his commander, and had on all occasions
proved himself worthy of his confidence. He was a
man of few words, showing his worth rather by what
he did than what he said. His honest, soldier-like
deportment made him a favorite with the troops, and
had its influence even on his enemies. He unfortu-
nately died in the flower of his age. But he dis-
covered talents and military skill which, had he lived
to later life, would undoubtedly have placed his name
on Ithe roll with those of the greatest captains of his
nation,

Sandoval’s route was to lead him by Zoltepec, a
small city where the massacre of the forty-five Span-
iards, already noticed, had been perpetrated. The
cavalier received orders to find out the guilty parties,
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if possible; and to punish them for their share in the
transaction.

When the Spaniards arrived at the spot, they found
that the inhabitants, who had previous notice of their
approach, had all fled. In the deserted temples they
discovered abundant traces of the fate of their coun-
trymen; for, besides their arms and clothing, and the
hides of their horses, the heads of several soldiers,
prepared in such a way that they could be well pre-
served, were found suspended as trophies of the vic-
tory. In a neighboring building, traced with cha,rco_al
on the walls, they found the following inscription 1
Castilian : “In this place the unfortunate Juan Juste,
with many others of his company, was imprisoned.’’ ¥
This hidalgo was one of the followers of Narvaez, and
had come with him into the country in quest of gold,
but had found, instead, an obscure and inglorious
death. The eyes of the soldiers were suffused with
tears as they gazed on the gloomy record, and their
bosoms swelled with indignation as they thought of
the horrible fate of the captives. Fortunately, the in-
habitants were not then before them. Some few, who
subsequently fell into their hands, were branded as
daves. But the greater part of the population, who
threw themselves, in the most abject manner, on the
mercy of the Conquerors, imputing the blame of the
affair to the Aztecs, the Spanish commander spared,
from pity, or contempt.*

17 + Aqui estuvo preso el sin ventura de Jua luste cd otroskmuchos
que traia en mi compafifa.” Bernal Diaz, Hist. de 1a Conquista, cap.

140. ‘
18 Thid., ubi sugn‘a.—O\-iedo, Hist, de las Ind., MS,, lib. 33, cap.
19.—Rel. Tere. de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, p. 206
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He now resumed his march on Tlascala ; but scarcely
had he crossed the borders of the republic, when he
descried the flaunting banners of the convoy which
transported the brigantines, as it was threading its way
through the defiles of the mountains. Great was his
satisfaction at the spectacle, for he had feared a deten-
tion of some days at Tlascala before the preparations
for the march could be completed.

There were thirteen vessels in all, of different sizes.
They had been constructed under the direction of the
experienced ship-builder, Martin Lopez, aided by three
or four Spanish carpenters and the friendly natives,
some of whom showed no mean degree of imitative
skill. ‘The brigantines, when completed, had been
fairly tried on the waters of the Zahuapan. They were
then taken to pieces, and, as Lopez was impatient of
delay, the several parts, the timbers, anchors, iron-
work, sails, and cordage, were placed on the shoulders
of the famanes, and, under a numerous military escort,
were thus far advanced on the way to Tezcuco.?
Sandoval dismissed a part of the Indian convoy, as
superfluous.

Twenty thousand warriors he retained, dividing them
into two equal bodies for the protection of the famanes
in the centre.® His own little body of Spaniards he

19 * Y despues de hechos por orden de Cortés, y probados en el rio
que llaman de Tlaxcalla Zahuapan, que se atajé para probarlos los
bergantines, y los torndron 4 desbaratar por llevarlos 4 cuestas sobre
hombros de los de Tlaxcalla 4 la ciudad de Tetzcuco, donde se echdron
en la laguna, y se armdron de artilleria y municion.” Camargo, Hist,
de Tlascala, MS.

= Rel, Terc, de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, p. 207.—Bernal Diaz says
sixteen thousand. (Ilist. de la Conquista, ubisupra.) Thereisawon-
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distributed in like manner. The Tlascalans in the van
marched under the command of a chief-who gloried
in the name of Chichemecatl. For some reason San-
doval afterwards changed the order of march, and
placed this division in the rear,—an arrangement which
gave great umbrage to the doughty warrior that led it,
who asserted his right to the front, the place which he
and his ancestors had always occupied, as the post of
danger. He was somewhat appeased by Sandoval’s
assurance that it was for that very 1eason he had been
transferred to the rear, the quarter most likely to be
assailed by the enemy. But even then he was greatly
dissatisfied on finding that the Spanish commander was
to march by his side, grudging, it would seem, that
any other should share the laurel with himself.

Slowly and painfully, encumbered with their heavy
burden, the troops worked their way over steep emi-
nences and rough mountain -passes, presenting, one
might suppose, in their long line of march, many 2
vulnerable point to an encmy. But, although small
parties of warriors were seen hovering at times on their
flanks and rear, they kept at a respectful distance, not

caring to encounter so formidable a foe. On the fourth .

day the warlike caravan arrived in safety before Tezcuco.
Their approach was beheld with joy by Cortés and
the soldiers, who hailed it as the signal of a speedy
termination of the war. The general, attended by his
- officers, all dressed in their richest attire, came out to
welcome the convoy. It extended over a space of two
leagues; and so slow was its progress that six hours

derful agreement between the several Castilian writers as fo the num-
ber of forces, the order of march, and the events that occurred on it.
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elapsed before the closing files had entered the city.™
The Tlascalan chiefs displayed all their wonted bravery
of apparel, and the whole array, composed of the
Ir:lower of their warriors, made a brilliant appearance.
They marched by the sound of atabal and cornet, and,
as they traversed the streets of the capital amidst thé
acclamations of the soldiery, they made the city ring
with the shouts of “ Castile and Tlascala, long live
our sovereign, the emperor !’ * 2

S was a marvellous thing,’’ exclaims the Con-
queror, in his Letters, ‘“that few have seen, or even
heard of, —this transportation of thirteen vessels of
war on the shoulders of men for nearly twenty leagues

across the mountains I’’# It was, indeed, a stupen
: .

dous achievement, and not easily matched in ancient
or modern story ; one which only a genius like that of
Cortés could have devised, or a daring spirit like his
have so successfully executed. Little did he foresee
when he ordered the destruction of the fleet which ﬁrs;:

21 * Fstendiase tanto la Gente, que dende que los primeros comen:
zdron 4 entrar, hasta que los postreros hobiéron acabado, se pasdr .
mas de seis horas; sin quebrar el hilo de la Gente," R'el '%‘J .
Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, p. 208. : i

22 “ Dando vozes y silvos y diziendo: Viua, viua el Emperad
nl‘lestro _Seﬁnr, y Castilla, Castilla, y Tlascala, Tlascala.” p(B Ori
Dlal.z, Hist. de la Conquista, cap. 140.) For the particular; of Saercrila
val's expedition, see, also, Oviedo, Hist. de las Ind., MS i'bn =
cap. 19,—Gomara, Crénica, cap. I124,—Torquemada, i\:‘inna:chl in3d$’

lib. 4, cap. 84,—Ixtlilxochitl, Hi i
i 5 , Hist. Chich., MS. =
Hist, general, dec. 3, lib. 1, cap. 2. e S

23 Que era i {
Q cosa maravillosa de ver, y assi me parece que es de

oir, llevar trece Fustas diez y ocho leguas por Tierra.”

de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, p. 207.) Bk due

3 “En rem Romano PO pulo,’” ex-
clsims Mar i}l‘ o quando illustri illorum vigel y
r ius res ill i i L
. , I ; 1 hant, non facilem |
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brought him to the country, and with his usual forecast
commanded the preservation of the iron-work and
rigging,—little did he foresee the important uses for
which they were to be reserved ; so important, that on
their preservation may be said to have depended the
successful issue of his great enterprise.*

He greeted his Indian allies with the greatest cor-
diality, testifying his sense of their services by those
honors and attentions which he knew would be most
grateful to their ambitious spirits. ¢ We come,'’ ex-
claimed the hardy warriors, “to fight under your ban-
Der; toavenge our common quarrel, or to fall by your
side;"’ and, with their usual impatience, they urged
bim to lead them at once against the enemy. *f Wait,"’
replied the general, bluntly, ¢ till you are rested, and
you shall have your hands full.”’=

# Two memorable examples of a similar transportation of vessels
across the land are recorded, the one in ancient, the other in modern
history ; and both, singularly enough, at the same place, Tarentum.
in Ifaly. The first occurred at the siege of that city by Hannibal
(see Polybius, lib. 8); the latter some seventeen centuries later, by
the Great Captain, Gonsalvo de Cordova, But the distance they were
transported was inconsiderable. A more analogous example is that
of Balboa, the bold discoverer of the Pacific, He made arrangements
to have four brigantines transported a distance of twenty-two leagues
across the Isthmus of Darien, a stupendous labor, and not entirely
successful, as only two reached their point of destination. (See Her-
rera, Hist. general, dec. 2, lib, 2, cap. 1x.) This took place in 1516,
in the neighborhood, as it were, of Cortés, and may have suggested to
his enterprising spirit the first idea of his own more successful, as'well
as more extensive, undertaking.

% “¥ ellos me dijéron, que trahian deseo de se ver con los de Cultia,
¥ que viesse lo que mandaba, que ellos, ¥ aquella Gente venian con
deseos, y voluntad de se vengar, 6 morir con nosotros; y yo les di
las gracias, y les dije, que reposassen, y que presto les daria las manos
llenas.” Rel, Terc. de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, p. 208,

CHAREER II

CORTES RECONNOITRES THE CAPITAL.—OCCUPIES TACUBA.
— SKIRMISHES WITH THE ENEMY. — EXPEDITION OF
SANDOVAL.—ARRIVAL OF REINFORCEMENTS.

1521,

IN the course of three or four days, the Spanish
general furnished the Tlascalans with the opportunity
50 much coveted, and allowed their boiling spirits to
effervesce in active operations. He had for some time
meditated an expedition to reconnoitre the capital and
its environs, and to chastise, on the way, certain places
which had sent him insulting messages of defiance and
which were particularly active in their hostilities. He
disclosed his design to a few only of his principal
officers, from his distrust of the Tezcucans, whom he
suspected to be in correspondence with the enemy.

Early in the spring, he left Tezcuco, at the head of
three hundred and fifty Spaniards and the whole strength
of his allies. He took with him Alvarado and Olid,
and intrusted the charge of the garrison to Sandoval.
Cortés had had practical acquaintance with the incom-
petence of the first of these cavaliers for so delicate a
Post, during his short but disastrous rule in Mexico.

But all his precautions had not availed to shroud his
designs from the vigilant foe, whose eye was on all his

movements ; who scemed even to divine his thoughts
Vor. ITI.—s 3 (25)




