CHAPTER VIIL

DREADFUL SUFFERINGS OF THE BESIEGED. — SPIRIT OF
GUATEMOZIN.— MURDEROUS ASSAULTS.— CAPTURE OF
GUATEMOZIN. — EVACUATION OF THE CITY.— TERMI-~
NATION OF THE SIEGE.,—REFLECTIONS.

1521.

THERE was no occasion to resort to artificial means
to precipitate the ruin of the Aztecs. It was accelerated
every hour by causes more potent than those arising
from mere human agency. There they were,—pent
up in their close and suffocating quarters, nobles, com-
moners, and slaves, men, women, and children, some
in houses, more frequently in hovels,—for this part of
the city was not the best,—others in the open air in
canoes, or in the streets, shivering in the cold rains of
night, and scorched by the burning heat of day.* An
old chronicler mentions the fact of two women of rank
remaining three days and nights up to their necks in
the water among the reeds, with only a handful of
maize for their support.? The ordinary means of sus-

z « Estaban los tristes Mejicanos, hombres y mugeres, nifios y nifias,
viejos y viejas, heridos y enfermos, en un lugar bien estrecho, y bien
apretados los unos con los otros, y con grandisima falta de basti-
mentos, y al calor del Sol, y al frio de la noche, y cada hora esperando
la muerte.”” Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva-Espafia, MS., lib. 12, cap. 39.

2 Torquemada had the anecdote from a nephew of one of the In-
dian matrons, then a very old man himself, Monarch. Ind., lib, 4,
cap. 10z2.
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taining life were long since gone. They wandered
about in search of anything, however unwholesome or
revolting, that might mitigate the fierce gnawings of
hunger. Some hunted for insects and worms on the
borders of the lake, or gathered the salt weeds and
moss from its bottom, while at times they might be
seen casting a wistful look at the green hills beyond,
which many of them had left to share the fate of their
brethren in the capital.

To their credit, it is said by the Spanish writers that
they were not driven, in their extremity, to violate the
laws of nature by feeding on one another.? But, un-
happily, this is contradicted by the Indian authorities,
who state that many a mother, in her agony, devoured
the offspring which she had no longer the means of
supporting. This is recorded of more than one siege
in history; and it is the more probable here, where the
sensibilities must have been blunted by familiarity with
the brutal practices of the national superstition.*

But all was not sufficient, and hundreds of famished
wretches died every day from extremity of suffering.

3 Torquemada, Monarch, Ind., ubi supra.—Bernal Diaz, Hist. de la
Conquista, cap. 156,

4 * De los nifios, no quedd nadie, que las mismas madres y padres
los comian (que era gran listima de ver, y mayormente de sufrir).”
(Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva-Espafia, MS,, lib. 12, cap. 39.) The his
torian derived his accounts from the Mexicans themselves, soon aiter
the event.—One is reminded of the terrible denunciations of Moses
“The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not ad-
venture to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness
and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward . . . her children which
she shall bear; for she shall eat them, for want of all things, secretly,
in the siege and straitness wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee
in thy gates.” Deuteronomy, chap. 28, vs. 56, 57
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Some dragged themselves into the houses, and drew
their last breath alone and in silence. Others sank
down in the public streets. Wherever they died, there
they were left. There was no one to bury or to re-
move them. Familiarity with the spectacle made men
indifferent to it. They looked on in dumb despair,
waiting for their own turn. There was no complaint,
no lamentation, but deep, unutterable woe.

If in other quarters of the town the corpses might
be seen scattered over the streets, here they were
gathered in heaps. «They lay so thick,”” says Bernal
Diaz, ‘“that one could not tread except among the
bodies.””s A man could not set his foot down,’’
says Cortés, yet more strongly, “unless on the corpse
of an Indian.””® They were piled one upon another,
the living mingled with the dead. They stretched
themselves on the bodies of their friends, and lay down
to sleep there. Death was everywhere. The. city was
2 vast charnel-house, in which all was hastening to de-
cay and decomposition. A poisonous steam arose from
the mass of putrefaction, under the action of alternate
rain and heat, which so tainted the whole atmosphere
that the Spaniards, including the general himself, -in
their brief visits to the quarter, werc made ill by it,
and it bred a pestilence that swept off even greater
numbers than the famine.?

5« No podiamos andar sino entre CueIpos, y cabegas de Indios
muertos.”” Hist. de la Conquista, cap. 156.

6 “ No tenian donde estar sino sobre los cuerpos muertos de los
suyos.” Rel. Terc., ap. Lorenzana, p. 291.

;Bernal Diaz, Hist. de la Congquista, ubi supra,—Herrera, Hist.
general, dec. 3, 1ib. 2, cap. 8.— Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva-Espana, MS,,
lib, T2, cap. 41.—Gonzalo de las Casas, Defensa, MS., cap. 28
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Men’s minds were unsettled by these strange and
accumulated horrors. They resorted to all the super-
stitious rites prescribed by their religion, to stay the
pestilence. They called on their priests to invoke the
gods in their behalf. But the oracles were dumb, or
gave only gloomy responses. Their deities had de-
serted them, and in their place they saw signs of
celestial wrath, telling of still greater woes in reserve.
Many, after the siege, declared that, among other
prodigies, they beheld a stream of light, of a blood-
red color, coming from the north in the direction of
Tepejacac, with a rushing noise like that of a whirl-
wind, which swept round the district of Tlatelolco,
darting out sparkles and flakes of fire, till it shot far
into the centre of the lake!® In the disordered state
of their nerves, a2 mysterious fear took possession of
their senses. Prodigies were of familiar occurrence,
and the most familiar phenomena of nature were con-
verted into prodigies.® Stunned by their calamities,
reason was bewildered, and they became the sport of
the wildest and most superstitious fancies.

In the midst of these awful scenes, the young em-
peror of the Aztecs remained, according to all ac-

8« UUn torbellino de fuego como sangre embuelto en brasas y en
centellas, que partia de hacia Tepeacac (que es donde estd ahora
Santa Maria de Guadalupe) y fué haciendo gran ruido, hacia donde
estaban acorralados los Mejicanos y Tlaltilulcanos; y di6 una vuelta
para enrededor de ellos, y no dicen si los cmpeeid algo, sino que
habiendo dado aquella vuelta, se entré por la laguna adelante ; y allf
desapareci6.” Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva-Espafia, MS., lib. 12, cap.
40.

9 “ Inclinatis ad credendum animis,’’ says the philosophic Roman
historian, “ loco ominum etiam fortuita.” Tacitus, Hist,, lib. 2, sec. 1.

u¥
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counts, calm and courageous. With his fair capital
laid in ruins before his eyes, his nobles and faithful
subjects dying around him, his territory rent away, foot
by foot, till scarce enough remained for him to stand
on, he rejected every invitation to capitulate, and
showed the same indomitable spirit as at the com-
mencement of the siege. When Cortés, in the hope
that the extremities of the besieged would incline
them to listen to an accommodation, persuaded a
noble prisoner to bear to Guatemozin his proposals to
that effect, the fierce young monarch, according to
the general, ordered him at once to be sacrificed.® It
is a Spaniard, we must remember, who tells the story.
Cortés, who had suspended hostilities for several
days, in the vain hope that the distresses of the Mexi-
cans would bend them to submission, now determined
to drive them to it by a2 general assault. Cooped up
as they were within a narrow quarter of the city, their
position favored such an attempt. He commanded
Alvarado to hold himself in readiness, and directed
Sandoval—who, besides the causeway, had charge of
the fleet, which lay off the Tlatelolcan district—to sup-
port the attack by a cannonade on the houses near
the water. He then led his forces into the city, or
rather across the horrid waste that now encircled it.
On entering the Indian precincts, he was met by
several of the chiefs, who, stretching forth their ema-
ciated arms, exclaimed, ¢ You are the children of the
Sun. But the Sun is swift in his course. Why are

104Y como lo llevéron delante de Guatimucin su Sefior, y €l le
comenzé 4 hablar sobre la Paz, dizque luego lo mandé matar y sacri-
ficar,” Rel. Terc., ap. Lorenzana, p. 293.
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you, then, so tardy? Why do you delay so long to
put an end to our miseries? Rather kill us at once,
that we may go to our god Huitzilopochtli, who waits
for us in heaven to give us rest from our sufferings I’**

Cortés was moved by their piteous appeal, and an-
swered that he desired not their death, but their sub-
mission. ““Why does your master refuse to treat with
me,”’ he said, ““ when a single hour will suffice for me
to crush him and all his people?’’ He then urged them
to request Guatemozin to confer with him, with the
assurance that he might do it in safety, as his person
should not be molested.

The nobles, after some persuasion, undertook the
Ilnission; and it was received by the young monarch
in a manner which showed—if the anecdote before
related of him be true—that misfortune had at length
asserted some power over his haughty spirit. He
consented to the interview, though not to have it take
place on that day, but the following, in the great
square of Tlatelolco. Cortés, well satisfied, immedi-
ately withdrew from the city and resumed his position
on the causeway.

The next morning he presented himself at the place
appointed, having previously stationed Alvarado there
with a strong corps of infantry, to guard against
treachery. The stone platform in the centre of the
square was covered with mats and carpets, and a

33 “Que pues ellos me tenian por Hijo del Sol, y el Sol en tanta
brevedad como era en un dia y una noche daba vuelta 4 todo el
Mundo, que porque yo assi brevemente no los acababa de matar, y
los quitaba de penar tanto, porque ya ellos tenian deseos de morir, ¥
irse al Cielo para su Ochilobus [Huitzilopochtli], que los estaba espe-
rando para descansar,” Rel, Terc., ap. Lorenzana, p. 2G2.
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banquet was prepared to refresh the famished monarch
and his nobles. Having made these arrangements, he
awaited the hour of the interview.

But Guatemozin, instead of appearing himsellf, sent
his nobles, the same who had brought to h-ll‘ﬂ the
general’s invitation, and who now excused their mas-
ter's absence on the plea of illness. Cortes, though
disappointed, gave a.courteous reception to the envoys,
considering that it might still afford the means of
opening a communication with the emperor. He per-
suaded them, without much entreaty, to partak§ of t.he
good cheer spread before them, which they (}1d w1t.h
a voracity that told how severe had been their absti-
nence. He then dismissed them with a seasonable
supply of provisions for their master, pre.ssing }?im to
consent to an interview, without which it was impos-
sible their differences could be adjusted. :

The Indian envoys returned in a short time, bearing
with them a present of fine cotton fabrics., of no great
value, from Guatemozin, who still declined to .meet
the Spanish general. Cortés, though deeply ch.agrmed,
was unwilling to give up the point. <« He will surely
come,’’” he said to the envoys, ‘ when he sees that T
suffer you to go and come unharmed, you who have been
my steady encmies, no less than himself, thr,?llgh011t
the war. He has nothing to fear from me.”"* He

12 47 yo les torné 4 repetir, que no sabia la causa, ;.Jornque é.l se ‘1';:-
celaba venir ante mi, pues veia que 4 ellos, que yo sahlzf. g habian 51; o
los causadores principales de la Guerra, y que la ‘lmbmn sustentacd 0,
les hacia buen tratamiento, que los dejaba ir, y venir segunj_mer]::;:, sin
recibir enojo alguno; que les rogaba, que le Tornasscn a.ha ar,ly
imirassen mucho en esto de su venida, pues 4 él le convenia, ¥ yo lo
hacia por su provecho.”” Rel Terc., ap. Lorenzana, pp. 294 295.
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again parted with them, promising to receive their
answer the following day.

On the next morning the Aztec chiefs, entering the
Christian quarters, announced to Cortés that Guate-
mozin would confer with him at noon in the market-
place. The general was punctual at the hour; but
without success. Neither monarch nor ministers ap-
peared there. It was plain that the Indian prince did
not care to trust the promises of his enemy. A thought
of Montezuma may have passed across his mind. After
he had waited three hours, the general’s patience was
exhausted, and, as he learned that the Mexicans were
busy in preparations for defence, he made immediate
dispositions for the assault.®

The confederates had been left without the walls;
for he did not care to bring them within sight of the
quarry before he was ready to slip the leash. He now
ordered them to join him, and, supported by Alvarado’s
division, marched at once into the enemy’s quarters.
He found them prepared to receive him. Their most
able-bodied warriors were thrown into the van, cover-
ing their feeble and crippled comrades. Women were
seen occasionally mingling in the ranks, and, as well
as children, thronged the azofeas, where, with famine-
stricken visages and haggard eyes, they scowled defi-
ance and hatred on their invaders.

As the Spaniards advanced, the Mexicans set up a

13 The testimony is most emphatic and unequivocal to these repeated
efforts on the part of Cortés to bring the Aztecs peaceably to terms.
Besides his own Letter to the emperor, see Bernal Diaz, cap. 155,—
Herrera, Hist. general, lib. 2, cap. 6, 7—Torquemada, Monarch. Ind.,
lib. 4, cap. 100,—Ixtlilxochitl, Venida de los Espafioles, pp. 44-48,—
QOviedo, Hist. de las Ind., MS,, lib. 33, cap. 29, 30.

Vor. III. 16
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fierce war-cry, and sent off clouds of arrows with their
accustomed spirit, while the women and boys rained
down darts and stones from their elevated position on
the terraces. But the missiles were sent by hands tco
feeble to do much damage ; and, when the squadrons
closed, the loss of strength became still more sensible
in the Aztecs. Their blows fell feebly and with doubt-
ful aim, though some, it is true, of stronger constitu-
tion, or gathering strength from despair, maintained
to the last a desperate fight.

The arquebusiers now poured in a deadly fire. The
brigantines replied by successive volleys, in the oppo-
site quarter. The besieged, hemmed in, like deer
surrounded by the huntsmen, were brought down on
every side. The carnage was horrible. The ground
was heaped up with slain, until the maddened combat-
ants were obliged to climb over the human mounds to
get at one another. The miry soil was saturated with
blood, which ran off like water and dyed the canals
themselves with crimson.* All was uproar and terrible
confusion. The hideous yells of the barbarians, the
oaths and execrations of the Spaniards, the cries of
the wounded, the shrieks of women and children, the
heavy blows of the Conquerors, the death-struggle of
their victims, the rapid, reverberating echoes of mus-
ketry, the hissing of innumerable missiles, the crash
and crackling of blazing buildings, crushing hundreds
in their ruins, the blinding volumes of dust and sul-
phurous smoke shrouding all in their gloomy canopy,

14 « Corrian Arroios de Sangre por las Calles, como pueden correr
de Agua, quando llueve, y con fmpetu, y fuerga.” Torquemada,
Monarch. Ind., lib. 4, cap. 103.
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made a scene appalling even to the soldiers of Cortés
steeled as they were by many a rough passage of wa,r,
E.I.ld by long familiarity with blood and viole:ce. “Thé
piteous cries of the women and children, in partic-
ular,’’ says the general, ¢ were enough to break one’s
heart.”’ > He commanded that they should be spared

a1_1d .‘cha.t all who asked it should receive quarter. Hé
pam?ularly urged this on the confederates, and placed
Spaniards among them to restrain their violence.* But
he had set an engine in motion too terrible to be con-
trolled. It were as easy to curb the hurricane in its
fury, as the passions of an infuriated horde of savages.
¢ Never did I see so pitiless a race,”” he exclaims, ““or
anything wearing the form of man so destitute o,f hu-
manity.”’” They made no distinction of sex or age

and in this hour of vengeance seemed to be requitinr,r
the hoarded wrongs of a century. At length satecoi
with slaughter, the Spanish commander sourlded a
retreat. It was full time, if, according to his own
statement,—we may hope it is an exaggeration,—forty

15 " Era tanta la grita, y lloro de los Nifios, y Mugeres, que no habia
Persona, 4 quien no quebrantasse el corazon.” (Rel. Terc., ap. Lo-
rs.nznnﬁ. p- 2g6.) They were a rash and stiff-necked race, exclaims
his reverend editor, the archbishop, with a charitable commentary|
“Gens dure cervicis gens absque consilio.”” Nota, i

16 ¢ Como la gente de la Cibdad se salia 4 los nuestros, habia el
general proveido, que por todas las calles estubiesen Espafioles para
esltorvar 4 los amigos, que no matasen aquellos tristes, que eran sin
nAumero. I tambien dixo 4 todos los amigos capitanes, que no con-
sintiesen 4 su gente que matasen 4 ninguno de los que salian.”
Oviedo, Hist. de las Ind., M5, lib. 33, cap. 30. :

17 #* La qual crueldad nunca en Generacion tan recia se vio, ni tan
fuera de toda 6rden de naturaleza, como en los Naturales de estas
partes.”” Rel. Terc. de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, p. 296.
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thousand souls had perished | ** Yet their fate was f:o be
envied, in comparison with that of those who survived.

Through the long night which followed, no move-
ment was perceptible in the Aztec quarter. N» light
was seen there, no sound was heard, save thle lf)w rs.aoan.-
ing of some wounded or dying wretch, writhing in his
agony. All was dark and silent,—the darkness of the
grave. The last blow seemed to have complete.ly
stunned them. They had parted with hope, and sat in
sullen despair, like men waiting in silence the stroke
of the executioner. Yet, for all this, they showed no
disposition to submit. Every new injm:y' had sunk
deeper into their souls, and filled them with a ldeeper
hatred of their enemy. Fortune, friends, kindred,
home,—all were gone. They were conte}lt to thI‘O.W
away life itself, now that they had nothing more to
live for. (i

Far different was the scene in the Christian camp,
where, elated with their recent successes, all was alive
with bustle and preparation for the morrow. Bonfires
were seen blazing along the causeways, lights gl?amed
from tents and barracks, and the sounds of music a.nd
merriment, borne over the waters, proclaimed t.he joy
of the soldiers at the prospect of so soon terminating
their wearisome campaign.

On the following morning the Spanish commander
again mustered his forces, having decided to follow up
the blow of the preceding day before the enemy should
have time to rally, and at once to put an end to the

18 Rel, Tere. de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, ubi supra,—lxtiilxoc?.)iil
says, 50,000 were slain and taken in this dreadful onslaught. Venida
de los Espafioles, p. 48.
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war. He had arranged with Alvarado, on the evening
previous, to occupy the market-place of Tlatelolco ;
and the discharge of an arquebuse was to be the signal
for a simultancous assault. Sandoval was to hold the
northern causeway, and, with the fleet, to watch the
movements of the Indian emperor, and to intercept the
flight to the main land, which Cortés knew he medi-
tated. To allow him to effect this would be to leave a
formidable enemy in his own neighborhood, who might
at any time kindle the flame of insurrection throughout
the country. He ordered Sandoval, however, to do
no harm to the royal person, and not to fire on the
enemy at all, except in self-defence.®
It was the memorable thirteenth of August, 1521, the

day of St. Hippolytus,—from this circumstance selected
as the patron saint of modern Mexico,—that Cortés led
his warlike array for the last time across the black and
blasted environs which lay around the Indian capital.

On entering the Aztec precincts, he paused, willing to
afford its wretched inmates one more chance of escape
before striking the fatal blow. He obtained an inter-
view with some of the principal chiefs, and expostu-

lated with them on the conduct of their prince. ¢ He
surely will not,”” said the general, ““see you all perish,

when he can so easily save you.”” He then urged them
to prevail on Guatemozin to hold a conference with
him, repeating the assurances of his personal safety.

19 ' Adonde estauan retraidos el Guatemuz con toda Ia flor de sus
Capitanes, y personas mas nobles que en Mexico auia, y le mandé
Jue no matasse ni hiriesse 4 ningunos Indios, saluo si no le diessen
guerra, € que aunque se la diessen, que solamente se defendiesse.”
Bernal Diaz, Hist. de Ia Conquista, cap. 156.

16%
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The messengers went on their mission, and soon
returned with the cifuwacoat! at their head, a magistrate
of high authority among the Mexicans. He said, with
a melancholy air, in which his own disappointment
was visible, that ¢ Guatemozin was ready to die where
he was, but would hold no interview with the Spanish
commander;’’ adding, in a tone of resignation, it is
for you to work your pleasure.”” ¢ Go, then,’’ replied
the stern Conqueror, ‘‘and prepare your countrymen
for death. Their hour is come.”’ ®

He still postponed the assault for several hours. But
the impatience of his troops at this delay was heightened
by the rumor that Guatemozin and his nobles were pre-
paring to escape with their effects in the prraguas and
canoes which were moored on the margin of the lake.
Convinced of the fruitlessness and impolicy of further
procrastination, Cortés made his final dispositions for
the attack, and took his own station on an azofea which
commanded the theatre of operations.

When the assailants came into the presence of the
enemy, they found them huddled together in the utmost
confusion, all ages and sexes, in Masses s0 dense that they
nearly forced one another over the brink of the cause-
ways into the water below. Some had climbed on the
terraces, others feebly supported themselves against the
walls of the buildings. Their squalid and tattered
garments gave a wildness to their appearance which

20 ¢ Y a1 fin me dijo, que en ninguna manera el Sefior vernia ante
mi; y antes queria por alld morir, y que 4 ¢] pesaba mucho de esto,
que hiciesse yo lo que quisiesse; y como vi en esto su determinacion,
yo le dije; que se bolviesse 4 los suyos, y que €1, y ellos se apare-

jassen, porque los queria combatir, y acabar de matar, ¥ assi se fué.”

Rel, Terc. de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, p. 298.
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still further heightened the ferocity of their expressior
as thcy‘ glared on their enemy with eyes in wl?ich h(')l: :
was mingled with despair. When the Spaniards I;ag
app.roa,ched within bowshot, the Aztecs let off a flicht
Of. impotent missiles, showing to the last the reso]ite
spirit, though they had lost the strength, of their bett
days. The fatal signal was then given b,y the dischar e;
of an arquebuse,—speedily followed by peals ot; heag
ordnance, the rattle of fire-arms, and the hellish shout);
of Ithe confederates as they sprang upon their victims
It is unnecessary to stain the page with a repe;:itiox;
of the horrors of the preceding day. Some of th
wretclut?cl Aztecs threw themselves into the water an:i.
were picked up by the canoes. Others sank and wer
suffocated in the canals. The number of these becamz
so great that a bridge was made of their dead bodies
over which the assailants could climb to the opposité
banks. Others again, especially the women begged
for mercy, which, as the chroniclers assure’ us, was
everjfwhere granted by the Spaniards, and, contrz;ry to
the instructions and entreaties of Cortés, everywh
refused by the confederates.= : e
While this work of butchery was going on, numbers
were observed pushing off in the barks that ,lined the
shore, and making the best of their way across the
lgke. They were constantly intercepted by the brigan-
tines, which broke through the flimsy array of boats
sending off their volleys to the right and left, as thé
crews of the latter hotly assailed them. ’l’h:z battle

vﬂl.Oviedo, His\t. de las Ind., MS., lib. 33, cap. 30.—Ixtlilxochitl

enida de 11{05 Espafioles, p. 48.—Herrera, Hist. general, dec, 3 lib’
2, cap. 7.—Rel. Terc. de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana ' G
mara, Crénica, cap. 142, 2 i 293._G0‘
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raged as fiercely on the lake as on the land. Many
of the Indian vessels were shattered and overturnf‘:d.
Some few; however, under cover of the smoke, wh?ch
rolled darkly over the waters, succeeded in clearing
themselves of the turmoil, and were fast nearing the
opposite shore. .
Sandoval had particularly charged his captains to
keep an eye on the movements of any vessel in which
it was at all probable that Guatemozin might be con:
cealed. At this crisis, three or four of the largest
piraguas Were seen skimming over the water a-nd
making their way rapidly across the lake. A captain,
named Garci Holguin, who had command of one of
the best sailers in the fleet, instantly gave them chase.
The wind was favorable, and every moment he gained
on the fugitives, who pulled their oars with a vigcljr
that despair alone could have given. But it was in
vain ; and, after a short race, Holguin, coming along-
side of one of the piraguas, which, whether i:rom its
appearance or from information he had received, he
conjectured might bear the Indian emperor, ordered
his men to level their cross-bows at the boat. But,
before they could discharge them, a cry arose from
those in it that their lord was on board. At the same
moment a young warrior, armed with buckle’r and
maquahuitl, Tose Up, as if to beat off the assailants.
But, as the Spanish captain ordered his men not to
shoot, he dropped his weapons, and exclaimed, ““I am
Guatemozn. Lead me to Malinche; I am his prisoner ;
put let no harm come to my wife and my followers.””

22 Txtlilxochitl, Venida de los Espafioles, p. 49.—" No me tiren, que
yo soy el Rey de México, y desta tierra, y lo que te ruego es, que no
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Holguin assured him that his wishes should be re-
spected, and assisted him to get on board the brigan-
tine, followed by his wife and attendants. These were
twenty in number, consisting of Coanaco, the deposed
lord of Tezcuco, the lord of Tlacopan, and several
other caciques and dignitaries, whose rank, probably,
had secured them some exemption from the general
calamities of the siege. When the captives were seated
on the deck of his vessel, Holguin requested the Aztec
prince to put an end to the combat by commanding
his people in the other canoes to surrender. But, with
a dejected air, he replied, ¢* It is not necessary. They
will fight no longer, when they see that their prince is
taken.” He spoke truth. The news of Guatemozin’s
capture spread rapidly through the fleet, and on shore,
where the Mexicans were still engaged in conflict with
their enemies. It ceased, however, at once.,  They
made no further resistance ; and those on the water
quickly followed the brigantines, which conveyed their
captive monarch to land. It seemed as if the fight
had been maintained thus long the better to divert the .
enemy’s attention and cover their master’s retreat.®
me llegues 4 mi muger, ni 4 mis hijos; ni 4 ninguna muger, ni 4 nin-
guna cosa de lo que aqui traygo, sino que me tomes 4 mi, y me lleues
4 Malinche.” (Bernal Diaz, Hist. de la Conquista, cap. 156.) M.
de Humboldt has taken much pains to identify the place of Guatemo-
gin's capture,—now become dry land,—which he considers to have been
somewhere between the Garita de Peralvillo, the square of Santiago,

Tlaltelolco, and the bridge of Amaxac. Essai politique, tom. ii, p. 76.%
23 For the preceding account of the capture of Guatemozin, told

# [According to an old tradition, it was on the Puente del Cabildo,
which is within the limits designated by Humboldt. Alaman, Con-
quista de Méjico (trad. de Vega), tom. ii. p. 209, note,—ED.]
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Meanwhile, Sandoval, on receiving tidings of the cap-
ture, brought his own brigantine alongside of Holguin's
and demanded the royal prisoner to be surrendered to
him. But the captain claimed him as his prize. A
dispute arose between the parties, each anxious to have
the glory of the deed, and perhaps the privilege of
commemorating it on his escutcheon. The contro-
versy continued so long that it reached the ears of
Cortés, who, in his station on the azefe, had learned
with no little satisfaction the capture of his enemy.
He instantly sent orders to his wrangling officers to
bring Guatemozin before him, that he might adjust the
difference between them.* He charged them, at the
same time, to treat their prisoner with respect. He
then made preparations for the interview, caused the
terrace to be carpeted with crimson cloth and matting,
and a table to be spread with provisions, of which the

with little discrepancy, though with more or less minuteness, by the
different writers, see Bernal Diaz, Hist. de la Conquista, ubi supra,—
Rel. Terc, de Cortés, p. 299,—Gonzalo de las Casas, Defensa, MS.,—
Oviedo, Hist. de las Ind., MS., lib. 33, cap. 30,—Torquemada, Monarch.
Ind., lib. 4, cap. I0IL.

24 The general, according to Diaz, rebuked his officers for their
ill-timed contention, reminding them of the direful effects of a similar
quarrel between Marius and Sylla respecting Jugurtha. (Hist. de la
Conquista, cap. 156.) This piece of pedantry savors much more of
the old chronicler than his commander. The result of the whole—
not an uncommon one in such cases—was that the emperor granted
to meither of the parties, but to Cortés, the exclusive right of com-
memorating the capture of Guatemozin on his escutcheon. He was
permitted to bear three crowns of gold on a sable field, one above the
other two, in token of his victory over the three lords of Mexico,
Montezuma, his brother Cuitlahua, and Guatemozin. A copy of the
instrument containing the grant of the arms of Cortés may be found
in the * Disertaciones histéricas” of Alaman, tom. ii, apénd, 2.
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unhappy Aztecs stood so much in need.” His lovely
_.Endian mistress, Dofia Marina, was present to act as
interpreter. She had stood by his side through all the
troul?led scenes of the Conquest, and she was there now
to witness its triumphant termination.

(l}uatemozin, on landing, was escorted by a company
of infantry to the presence of the Spanish commander,
He mounted the azofea with a calm and steady step
and was easily to be distinguished from his attendan;
nobles, though his full, dark eye was no longer lighted
up with its accustomed fire, and his features wore an
expression of passive resignation, that told little of the
fierce and fiery spirit that burned within. His head
was large, his limbs well proportioned, his complexion
fairer than that of his bronze-colored nation, and his
whole deportment singularly mild and engaging.®

Cortés came forward with a dignified and studied
courtesy to receive him. ‘The Aztec monarch probably
k-new the person of his conqueror,* for he first broke
silence by saying, ‘‘I have done all that I could to
de.fcnd myself and my people. I am now reduced to
this state. You will deal with me, Malinche, as you

25 Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva-Espafia, lib. 12, cap. 40, MS.

26 For the portrait of Guatemozin I again borrow the faithful pencil
of Diaz, who knew him—at least his person—well; *“ Guatemuz era de
muy gentil disposicion, assi de cuerpo, como de fayciones, y la cata
algo larga, y alegre, y los ojos mas parecian que quando miraua, que
eran con grauedad, y halagiiefios, y no auia falta en ellos, y era de
edad de veinte y tres, 6 veinte y quatro afios, y el color tiraua mas 4
blanco, que al color, y matiz de essotros Indios morenos.”” Hist. de
la Conquista, cap. 156. :

[* It was unnecessary to qualify the statement, as they had often
seen each other at the court of Montezuma. Alaman, Conquista de
Méjico (trad. de Vega), tom. ii. p. 211, note.—ED.]
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list.”” Then, laying his hand on the hi_it of a poniard
stuck in the general’s belt, he added, “Tl.th vehem(‘ence,
¢ Better despatch me with this, and nd‘ me of life at
once.”# Cortés was filled with admlratjfm e‘xt th.e
proud bearing of the young barbarian, showing ‘1‘n his
reverses a spirit worthy of an ancient me_nan. Fear
not,’” he replied: “ you shall be treated with all hor?or.
You have defended your capital like a brave warrior.
A Spaniard knows how to respect _valor even in an
enemy.”’#® He then inquired of h.lm w'vhcre he had
left the princess his wife; and, being mfor'{ned that
she still remained under protection of a Spanish guard
on board the brigantine, the general sent to have her
escorted to his presence.

She was the youngest daughter of Montezuma, and
was hardly yet on the verge of womanhood. On the
accession of her cousin Guatemozin to the‘ throne, sh_e
had been wedded to him as his lawful wife.® She s

27 # Llegése 4 mi, y dijome en su lengua: que ya él l}}a.‘b?a h:clho
todo, lo que de su parte era obligado para defe.'ndsrsc a:l,sll, y o;
suyos, hasta venir en aquel estado; que ahora ﬁcu?sse fle" ;e d0 que ie
quisiesse ; y puso la mano en un pufial, que yo tenia, chcu,nl nme,?_‘ e
le diesse de pufialadas, y le matasse.” (Rel. Terc. de Coriés, '(;p ?f
renzana, p- 300.) This remarkable account by the Conquer.orl 1:136 :
is confirmed by Diaz, who does not appear to hz;ve seen this letter o

i . Hist. de 1a Conquista, cap. 156. :
hisc?;;z,aﬁ;.r 156.—Also Oviedo, Hist. de las Ind., MS., lib. 33, Czpl
48 —and Martyr (De Orbe Novo, dec. 5, cap. é%), who, by the ?pii fe
of magnanimo regi, testifies the admiration which Guatemozin's lofty

iri ited in the court of Castile. S
splsm';i: l;z;le:zotny of marriage, which distinguished the "l'tm-‘fu.l wife'
from the concubine, is described by Don 'I:ho:m Cano, in his Cm]l-
versation with Oviedo. According to this, it .appcars t?lat the ong
legitimate offspring which Montezuma left at.his death was a son an
& daughter, this same princess.—See Appendix, Part 2, No, 11,
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celebrated by her contemporaries for her personal
charms ; and the beautiful princess Tecuichpo is still
commemorated by the Spaniards, since from her by a
subsequent marriage are descended some of the illus-
trious families of their own nation.® She was kindly
received by Cortés, who showed her the respectful
attentions suited to her rank. Her birth, no doubt,
gave her an additional interest in his eyes, and he may
have felt some touch of compunction as he gazed on
the daughter of the unfortunate Montezuma. He in-
vited his royal captives to partake of the refreshments
which their exhausted condition rendered so necessary.,
Meanwhile the Spanish commander made his disposi-
tions for the night, ordering Sandoval to escort the
prisoners to Cojohuacan, whither he proposed himself
immediately to follow. The other captains, Olid and

~ Alvarado, were to draw off their forces to their respective

quarters. It was impossible for them to continue in the
capital, where the poisonous effluvia from the unburied
carcasses loaded the air with infection. A small guard
onlywasstationed to keep order in the wasted suburbs, It
was the hour of vespers when Guatemozin surrendered,*

3 For a further account of Montezuma’s daughter, see Book VII,,
chapter iil. of this History.

3t The event is annually commemorated—or rather was, under the
colonial government—by a solemn procession round the walls of the
city. It took place on the 13th of August, the anniversary of the sur-
render, and consisted of the principal cavaliers and citizens on horse-

back, headed by the viceroy, and displaying the venerable standard
of the Conqueror #

[* It was the royal standard, not that of Cortés, which was carried
on this occasion. The celebration was suppressed by a decree of the

cdrtes of Cadizin 1812. Alaman, Conquista de Méjico, trad. de Vega,
tom. ii. p. 212, nofe,—ED.]
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